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Georgetown, Four-and-a-half, Seventh, and Twelfth streets || position to the Administration. The majority of 


across the Mall, $30,000. 


I have always been opposed to expending such 
an immense amount of money for this gas. 1 
imagine that what we pay for lighting the Cap- 
itol and President’s house and public grounds 
and avenues and streets, would buy up the whole 
gas concern. I have uniformly tried to have the 
amount reduced, and therefore I propose this 
amendment to reduce the appropriation to $30,000. 


| 
| 





Mr. QUARLES. I move to amend the amend- | 


ment by reducing the amount to $10,000. 


1 do | 


not see the reason why we should light up Penn- | 


sylvania avenue and Four-and-a-half, Seventh, || 


and Twelfth streets,and Bridge and High streets, | 


in Georgetown. 
Government undertake to, carry on the municipal 


Why should the United States || 


regulations of the city of Washington, more than | 
those of the city of New York, or of any other | 
city? Itis true that we have here property, and | 


I think we should light up the Capitol, Presi- 
dent’s house, and grounds around that belong 
exclusively to thts Government. | move to strike 
out of the section ail after the word ‘ offices,’”’ 
and instead of $30,000, to insert $10,000; so that 
it will read: 

For lighting the Capitol and President’s house, the public 


grounds around them and around the executive offices, 
$10,000. 


Mr. HUGHES. I wish to inquire of the chair- | 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
whether there is not a contract existing between 
the Government and this corporation for gas? 


Mr. SHERMAN. A mere temporary contract. | 


We get gas from the company, and they charge 
$3 25 per one thousand feet of gas. It does seem 
to me that $30,000 is an enormous sum to pay 
for lighting the public buildings and grounds, &c. 

Mr. HUGHES. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see says that he sees no reason why we should 


| 


light up certain streets in the city of Washington | 


any more than we should light streets in New 


York. 1 think a moment’s reflection will satisfy | 


him that there is a marked and obvious distine- 
tion. 


Congress as its Legislature. We have, therefore, 


This city is under the direct authority of | 


a constitutional right to do for the city of Wash- | 


ington what the State of New York has to do for || 


the city of New York. So much in reply to that 
position of the gentleman. 1 think members on 
the floor will understand that there is an obvious 


propriety why the Government should light up | 
the principal avenues of the city a by the | 
\ 


Federal Government, and the approaches leading 
to Georgetown, and wherever there are public 
buildings. ‘he Government has a very deep in- 
terest in the city of Washington. It owns a vast 
deal of property here, and for that reason provis- 
ion should be made for the protection of its own 
property and the convenience of the oflicers of 
the Government, and of the Government itself. 

The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. 
amend the amendment so as to reduce the amount 
to $23,500, half the amount contained in the bill. 
I understood the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to say that we pay twice the 
amount for gas that we ought to pay. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That was perhaps an ex- 
orbitant statement. ff am told that in Philadel- 
phia they pay $2 25 per thousand feet, and we 
pay $3 25. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I am opposed 
to the amendment of the gentleman from North 
Carolina. I have been sitting here listening for 
Some time to the discussion. How can members 
of the House expect to act with any sort of judg- 
ment with regard to propositions of this sort? We 
have a Committee of Ways and Means, whose 
Special duty it is to look into these matters and 
make reports to the House. It is impossible for 
the members of the House to be as familiar with all 
the facts as a committee can, whose duty it is, 
particularly, to report to the House what appro- 
Priauons are necessary. 

Now, here we have a House constituted in op- 
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I move to | 





| 


| 











FRIDAY, MAY 25, 1860. 


the House is represented on that committee. The 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Suerman} is chair- 
man of that committee. This bill is reported from 


the committee, and we must presume that it 1s In- 


dorsed by the committee, or at least, by the ma- 
jority of them. But I understand now that the 
chairman is against this proposition. He takes 
ground againstit. How, then, came this item to 
be reported in the bill? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would say that the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means were all of my opin- | 


ion. We reported the $47,000, because it was 
estimated for, and we had no precise facts before 
us upon which we could base a calculation as to 
what was really necessary. But we did the next 


best thing to reducing the amount: we introduced | 
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a resolution, which passed the House, instructing | 


the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, 
who have charge of the places where this gas 1s 
used, to inquire whether a reduction could not be 
made, and whethera better contract could not be 
made for the Government; and that is the reason 
why L asked the chairman of that committee to- 
day if he was not prepared to report whether we 
might make a reduction. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I understand 


the gentleman’s explanation; but | conceive that 


| when the Committee of Ways and Means has 


charge of a matter of this kind, and when they 
make their report to the House, it should be 
founded on proper data. When a committee have 
charge of a question, and when they have the re- 
sponsibility of examining into all the facts and 
reporting upon them, | am disposed to indorse 


| what they have done. We have no other criterion. 


I think the responsibility devolves upon Congress 
to supply with gas the President’s house, and the 
public buildings and the avenues leading thereto; 
and if $47,000 is necessary for that purpose, I am 
prepared to vote it. 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD. For the purpose of inform- 
ing myself how to vote on the umendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia, | move that the amount 
be reduced to $25,000. 


scemed to be supposed to have by the House, and 


| was one that ought to have been responded to by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and || 


Means, or by some person who had the necessary 
information. The point he made was, that it is 
not incumbent upon us to light Pennsylvania av- 
enue, streets in Georgetown, &c. 1 would like to 
know of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


and Means, whether this is a policy inaugurated | 


in this bill, or whether it has been practiced here- 
tofore; and if so, how it originated; whether by 
previous legislation, or under a practice which has 
grown up by imprescriptible right. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can answer the gentle- 
man. The amount reported in this bill is the same 
that was reported last year and the year before. 
The policy of lighting these streets has varied 


from year to year. Formerly ail these streets were || 


not lighted. | cannot tell precisely when we com- 
menced lighting High street. By reference to the 
law, I find that a year ago we commenced light- 
ing Four-and-a-half, Seventh and Twelfth streets. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Was it done by a provis- 
ion in an appropriation bill? 

Mr. SHERMAN. By an appropriation of 
$4,000 for the purpose. Forty-three thousand 


streets, 
Mr. MAYNARD. Then, if this lighting up 


streets commenced under an appropriation in an | 


appropriation bill, and in no other way, it isa 
question for us to decide whether it is mght and 
proper to continue it. 

Mr. STANTON. I agree with the gentleman 
from Tennessee, who spoke a few moments since, 
that there.is no more propriety in our paying the 


municipal expenses of this city and District, than | festly has not 


there is ina State Legislature paying the expenses 


of a city in aState. ltis precisely the same thing, 


I thought that the point | 
made by my colleague had more in it than it || 





| lic grounds around them and around the executive 
' 
i 











|_ Now, these things steal on step by step. When 

| I first came here, we lighted nothing but the Pres- 
ident’s grounds. We did not even tight Penn- 
sylvania avenue. Then we had a struggle ever 
year about lighting and graveling and grading 
streets, but we always got beaten; and they have 

| gone on encroaching, one expenditure after an- 
other, until we have assumed the burden of defray- 
ing pretty much the entire municipal expenses of 
this District. 

Now, I confess that I can see no more propri- 
ety in lighting Four-and-a-half, and Seventh, and 
Twelfth streets, than in lighting Twentieth and 
Twenty-First streets, or any other streets in the 

| District. It isall the same in principle, and there 
is no more in lighting than in furnishing water; 
and I can see no more propriety in furnishing 
water than there would be in furnishing bread 
and meat. I used to make a fuss about these mat- 
ters when first | came here. My coileague, Gov- 
| ernor Corwin, says that when Brat he came here 
and voted against such matters, some gentleman 
told him that it was simple honesty that he had 
brought from home with him, and that he would 
soon get rid of it; and in that way, when we have 
| been here a few sessions, we get accustomed to 
| these things. 

Now what are we doing? Here we are making 
appropriations tor bridges, for repairs, and for all 
that; and notonly that, but we are lighting George- 
town with gas. Last year, for the first time, 1f I 
am not mistaken, we lighted Bridge and High 
streets, Georgetown, and Four-and-a-half, Sev- 
enth, and Twelfth streets, in this city, across the 
Mall. Next year, | suppose, we shall light the 
other streets in the city. And I should not object 
so much if we stopped there; but wogee twice 
as much as it costs to light them. Now, sir, I 
hope the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee, for striking out Bridge and High streets, in 
Georgetown, and Four-and-a-half, Seventh, and 
Twelfth streets, in Washington, will be agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. Maynarp was dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. BRANCH. I move to amend by striking 
out all after the words ** Pennsylvania avenue,”’ 
| to the end of the paragraph, as follows: 


** Bridge and High streets, in Georgetown, Four-and-a 
half, Seventh, and Twelfth streets, across the Maii.”’ 


Mr. STANTON. That is precisely the amend- 
| ment | would have moved if I had obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. BRANCH. 1 have no doubt that these 
words ought to be stricken out. There is no pro- 
priety in Congress paying for lighting these 
streets. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The proposition of 
the gentleman from North Carolina I think he 
and the committee will readily understand. 1 
suppose every gentleman understands that these 
| streets, Four-and-a-half, Seventh, and Twelfth, 
| streets, across the Mall, are through that portion 
| of the city in which are the public grounds sim- 
ply. Now, who are to light these grounds un- 
less the Congress of the United States do it? It 
is the Government which creates the necessity. 
| I ask the gentleman from North Carolina, if he 
| himself would have the city do it? 
| Mr. BRANCH. I think the gentleman from 
| Virginia has committed an inadvertence. If these 
| streets pass by the public grounds, | think the 
| lighting of them is provided for by the previous 
| portion of the paragraph, which I have notmoved 


; ; | to strike out, and which reads as follows: 
dollars was appropriated for lighting the other || 


‘‘ For lighting the Capitol and President’s house, the pub- 


ces 
| and Pennsylvania avenue.” : 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, That does-not af- 
| fect these streets at all. They are through the 
| grounds known as the public Mall. It is neces- 
|| sary that it should be lighted for the prevention 
|| of crime,and it is evident that it cannot be lighted 
|| at all unless it is done by the order of Congress, 
| because it is poe ground, and the city mani- 

ing to do with it. 


} 


and High streets, Georgetown,”’ 


i 
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I move, there-- 
fore, to amend by stziking out merely ‘ Bridge 
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-been paid for by the Government, but the Pipes 





The CHAIRMAN. That amendment would / a MORSE. ] move to amend the amend- 





not be in order at the present moment. ment of the gentleman from Georgia by increas- || previously put down were put down at the ex- sit 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, sir, that || ing the amount one dollar. I do it, not because || pense of the gas company. If $30,000 will pay a 
amendment ought to be agreed to; and I shall || I am in favor of or opposed to his amendment, but || for lighting the places now lighted with gas, lam “ 
submit it when :t will be in order. || to enable me to say simply this: it has been said || willing to reduce the appropriatioh of this bill to ee 

The amendthent proposed by Mr. Brancu to || that the amount we are now paying is more than || that amount. I am surprised that there is an the 
the amendment was agreed to. | we ought to pay for gas. Now, as I understand || desire in this enlightened body to go back to f. un 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to | it, the price of gas in any city is regulated by the || low candles after they have used gas light. Ax ati 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from || compactness of the city, and the amount of pipe || a matter of police, for the safety of citizens who yal 
Georgia by increasing the s@m $30,000, and 1 do | distributed. I suppose in this city they have || come here in the discharge of their proper duties F ' 
it for the purpose of saying that I think we are | nearly as much pipe distributed as there is in || this gas light is necessary. The Mall is the prop. fro 
acting sebage a little unadvisedly in this matter. | Philadelphia, although they have not one fourth || erty of the United States. There is no private pal 
We must consider that this city of Washington || or one sixth the number of customers. It costs || structure upon it. The gas lights there are upon me 
is a city of very great distances; and that of ne- | them, therefore,a greatdeal more to lay the pipe; || the Government ground. The avenues of this cer 
cessity, from the fact that it is the seat of Gov- | and of course they cannot supply the gas as cheap. | city.are under the control of the United States, ant 
ernment, there are a great many expenditures | I say this merely in justice to the gas company || Pennsylvania avenue is graded, paved, and fee 
which it would be unwise and unjustfor us toim- || here. lL understand hor furnish the Government || cleansed by the United States, and it is lighted by Ne 
pose upon the people of this District. Now, how | gas a quarter of a dollar cheaper than it is fur- || the Government of the United States, because thi 
much do we propose to do after this amendment? || nished to individuals in the city. the corporation has no right to light it. If the wi 
It is not because we are lighting too many streets, | Mr. SHERMAN. I will inform the gentle- || Government does not provide for lighting that on! 
but because we are paying too much for the ma- || man from Maine that the Government paid for || avenue, it must remain in total darkness. are 
terial. I do not think we go beyond ourduty in | laying this pipe in a great measure. '| ‘The question was taken, and Mr. FLorence’s str 
respect to the number of streets we light. Weonly | Mr. MORSE. Ifthat be the fact, then Tamin || amendment wag rejected. the 
provide for lighting Pennsylvaniaavenue,and two | favor of reducing the price. | Mr. MORSE. I move, pro forma, to reduce the the 
or three of the principal streets through the public Mr. COX. The gentleman from Pennsylvania | appropriation. I want to make but a single re- tire 
grounds. Now, if weconcur in this amendment, | argues here, sir, that the Government owns prop- || mark, in reply to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr, - cul 
and force upon the people all these Wurdens besides || erty in this city to the amount of $100,000,000, || Suerman.] He refers to an appropriation of = a 
that of lighting all the other streets in the city, we || and therefore that it ought to pay for the bridges || $6,000 for gas pipes. I understand that it is the mi 
impose burdens which it seems to me are unwise || at Georgetown, and for the gas at Georgetown, || custom everywhere for the. owners of property ha 
and unjust. There is a necessity for lighting the | and for it throughout this city. That argument || to pay for pipe running out to éonnect with the ing 
city, which would not occur if this were not the |) has been urged here before; but the same anal- || main pipe. That is all that the Government did up 
capital of the nation; and inasmuch as we increase || ogy wi'l be carried into the capitals of the State || in the case stated. It has not laid pipe throug) ; rec 
the necessity of expenditure, we ought to con- | governments, which was suggested by my col- || any street. ‘The gas company lays the main “f 
tribute our portion. If you leave the lighting of | league. Every State has certain capitol grounds, || pipe, and the pipe that connects with that main * He 




















the whole city to the people of the city, it will || worth from two to five hundred thousand dollars, || pipe is laid by the owners of property. m™ fre 
impose upon them a very onerous tax, orelse com- || containing some ten, or twenty, or thirty acres; I will state further, that I have not risen to ad- 4 an 
pel them to select their residences upon the streets || but no State ever undertakes, through its Legis- || vocate the lighting of Georgetown at the Govern. i wi 
which are lighted. lature, to pay the municipal expenses of the city | ment expense. 1 am opposed to it. ry co 
Mr. BRANCH. I am very reluctant to inter- || which is the seat of the government, theexpenses || Mr. SHERMAN. The act of 1848 is as fol- ev 
fere with the gentleman from Maine, but I be- || for gas, and for police, and all that sort of thing. || lows: pr 
lieve he is discussing an. amendment which the || We are called upon in Washington city to vote “ For removing the mast and lantern above the dome of 4 an 
« committee have already adopted. | the municipal expenses, This Federal Govern- || Se eet ee oo ; m 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair believes the | ment is asked to build’ bridges at Georgetown, || and for other necessary fixtures for lighting wie Capita Gr 
gentieman from Maine is in order. || and to pay for the gas used all over this city. || grounds with gas, to be expended under the direction of in 
Mr. BRANCH. There is no appropriation in || We are told that the Government owns prop- || the Commissioner of Public Buildings, a sum not exceed 
the bill, as it now stands before the committee, || erty here, and that it is not taxed. Whatis the || 18 $10,000.” ai3 4 
for lighting any streets in Washington. tax in this city? Not more than eighty cents on | In 1856 I find that an appropriation was made 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. [have merely || one hundred dollars. The tax in every city of || forthe purpose of introducing gas into the marine th 
indicated the reasons which will induce me to vote || the same magnitude is twice as much asitis here, || barracks. , ; mi 
against any amendment tending to reduce the || Mr. SHERMAN. Last session we passed this | Mr. MORSE. The law sustains precisely the pe 
amount of light which the Government shall con- || act: position I took. We laid the pipe from the Cap- la 
tribute to this city. || «That the sum of $6,400 be, and the same is hereby, || !tol grounds and our public grounds to the pipes 
Mr. MONTGOMERY. Iam opposed to the || appropriated out of any money in the ‘Treasury not other- || in the streets. This company has acted as every th 
amendment of the gentleman from Sisine. I am | Sie te eed eee ie nan ae | company inevery other city hasacted. They have m 
in favor of light. 1 do not think that the appro- Twelfth street, across the plat of earth described in the | laid the pipes through the streets, and the owners at 
priation, as contained in the bill as originally re- || plan of the city as reservation No. 23, commonly known | of the property laid the supply pipes to the street 
orted by the committee, is too large. || as the Mall, the sum to be expended under the direction || mains, Now, if this company did not lay the pr 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must remind | of the Commissioner of f ublic Buildings. ; || pipes through the streets, we ought not to give th 
the gentleman that he must confine himself to the || After we have paid that money for gas oe || them two dollars a thousand feet. But if they be 
discussion of the amendment. ‘| and lamps, we are now asked to pay a higher || have laid the pipes through the streets of this city M4 
- Mr. MONTGOMERY. [am bringing round, || price for the gas furnished. | of magnificent distances, and we have only laid bi hi 
and must have a preface. Mr. Chairman, we own || Mr. COX. I will say, Mr. Chairman, that || our pipes to meet them, yet the present charge is F 
property in this city to the amount, perhaps, of || this is not the small economy which the gentle- || an exorbitant one. ri in 
from thirty to fifty million doliars; gentlemen |) man from Pennsylvania describes itto be, [tis || Mr.SHERMAN. Ican read the gentleman JR” on 
around me say to the amount of more than one || Pot asort of saving candles ends and cheese par- || a little more law in reference to these appropria- , : 
hundred million dollars. Now, I venture to say, || "gs. Here is an item of $47,000 proposed to be tions, if the gentleman desires. In 1851, we ap: ‘ ee 
that if you will place a tax upon this property at || cut down to $30,000, which will pay fully for all || propriated $6,500 for extending gas Pipes and the 
one fourth the rate that is placed upon every in- the gas which we need in the public buildings. || providing lamp-posts and lamps and burners 1! 
dividual in this city, you will pay ten times the || There is no more sense in the Government of the || front of the executive buildings, on Fifteenth and th 
amount you are appropriating for the District of |, United States paying the gas expenses of this || Seventeenth streets, and the north front of the ps 
Columbia. Now, is it fair, or is it honest, for | city, than there is for our paying the expenses of | President’s grounds. __ ra 
the Government of the United States, with all its || the a of Ohio, or the expenses of the people || Mr. MORSE, by unanimous consent, withdrew 7 wi 
wealth and all its treasure, to stand here higgling || of California. We have no more right to be called || his antendment. ; i 
about sixpences, and refusing to pay the ordinary || 0 to pay the police expenses of this city, than || Mr.CRAWFORD. [now desire to move that Fy ne 
tax upon the property it owns in this city, com- | the people of Petersburg have to be called upon || the committee rise, for the purpose of going into F 
pelling the individuals who reside in it to pay an || to pay the police expenses of Richmond city, or || the House, that we may put an end to this debate; th 
amount of taxes for lighting up the streets that || than the people of the gentleman’s district have || so that we can come to a vote upon my ament- ; br 
becomes onerous upon them, and which is, as I | to be called upon to pay the expenses of the city || ment.’ If, however, genflemen will take a vote te 
have said, four times larger than that paid by the | of Columbus, where I live. There is a common || upon it now, I will not make the motion. be 
Government? rule that we ought to pursue, if we have not done Cries of ** Vote!’’ eed fo 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, by unanimous | so heretofore, and that is, to make this munici- ellers were demanded and o ered ;and Messrs. I. 
consent, withdrew his amendment. || pality pay its own expenses. It has the advantage | Brancu, and Leacu af Miele, memonppoinne: i 
\ Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will it be in order || of having the Federal Government here, and it The committee divided; and the tellers reported FT at 
be to move to amend the amendment adopted at the 1 should bear the burden necessary to keep up a || —ayes 90, noes 32. H of 
instance of the gentleman from North Carolina? ] city equal to the magnitude of the nation of which So the amendment was agreed to. 5 b: 
; The CHAIRMAN. It will not. || itas the capital. ; . Mr. TRAIN. I move now to strike out these to 
ative et Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, how can I i} Mr, MO E, by unanimousconsent, withdrew || jineg which we have been discussin , from one Ff s} 
5g ee t At it, so as to leave in the bill Four-and-a-half, || his amendment. hundred and forty to one hundred an forty-four, 
Jy venth, and Twelfth streets? Mr. FLORENCE. I move to increase the || inclusive. I move the amendment in order to B 
‘! Mr. BURNETT. If we vote down the amend- || appropriation one dollar. ; : bring before the committee what I was unable to 7 
4 ment of the gentleman from Georgia, I suppose || r. Chairman, | think that there is a misap- || state before, and that is in relation to the doings — bi 
ec the amendment of the gentleman from North Car- | prehension in reference to the laying of these gas || of the committee in reference to this subject of | T 
Be ea olina will fall with it. | ipes. The = xen across the Mall, and along || gas. As soon as the resolution was referred to | a 
mite 2 TheCHAIRMAN. TheChairsounderstands. || Peckende-4n and Seventh streets, may have | Se Committee on Public Grounds, I opened § | 
* 
ao . a i i: 
13 E _ ‘ 
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ipes correspondence with parties in all the principal | built a bridge at an expense of $100,000, it is as | fact that the Indian hostilities on the frontiers pre- 
ex- cities of the Union, in order to ascertain what we || little as the people of the District and the people | vented overland emigration to nape and the 
pay ought to pay for gas for the public buildings and || of Virginia ought to do to keep that bridge in re- || country has not been settled rapidly., In fact, 
lam grounds here. I have received answers toall my | pair. Five hundred dollarsis,indeed,a small sum; || emigration there has been quite limited for the 
Il to communications, but they all close by saying that | but thatis but the point of the wedge; and the $500 |) last four or five years. But now, since hostilities 
an the writers could not give satisfactory information, || will be quoted hereafter asa precedent fora larger || have been suppressed, and since peace has been 
) tal- unless they can come here and make an examun- || appropriation to keep up the repairs of that bridge. restored, emigration has increased. There was a 
As ation. Of course we have no means of paying || he amendment was not agreed to. | large emigration to the State last year, and the 
who > parties for coming here to do that. || Mr.TRAIN. I move to amend, after line one || Prospects are now that there will be a much larger 
es, The result to which my own mind has come | hundred and forty-one, by inserting as follows: || ¢™#grauion this yegr across the plains. The peo- 
rop- from that correspondence is, that the gas COM- | For inclosing with an iron railing, planting, and other- |, ae settling there now are settling exclusively on 
vate pany of this city ought to furnish to the Govern- || wise improving the triangular space in front of the Presby- || ands that have not been surveyed. I do not be- 
pon ment and to the citizens gas at thirty-three per || terian church, at the intersection of New York avenue and || lieve there are to-day, in the State of Oregon, lands 
‘this cent. less than they now do. Citizens pay $3 50, || H street, $2,000. _ enough surveyed, including the lands that are not 
ates, . and the Government $3 25 per thousand cubic ||} That amendment is offered from the Committee || susceptible of improvement or cultivation, to serve 
and feet. In Philadelphia the citizens pay $2 25; in || on Public Buildings and-Grounds, in consequence || the necessities of two thirds the citizens already 
d by New York $2 50, and in Boston $2 50, and 1 || of a petition sent here by Dr. Gurley and others, |, in Uregons We need a survey of these lands; and 
‘AUse think this company ean furnish the Government |) and which was referred to us on the 20th of April. || now L ask, since emigration to the State demands 
f the with all the gas they need at $250. This is the || The society of which the Rev. Dr. Gurley is pas- || it, that this appropriation will be made for the 
that only company in the District, and of course we || tor, are building a new church, and desire to or- || survey. We only ask now what Congress has 
are dependent upon them for light, and if we | nament their groundsaround it. TheGovernment | been giving for years to other States and Terri- 
'CE’s strike out this appropriation, they may strike out || owns a little triangle, witha base of fifty feet, in || tories, and which we have been heretofore de- 
the light, and then we would be driven back to || front of thischurch, which oughtto be ornamented || prived of. 1 trust that the committée, in justice 
e the the use of candles. But that company are en- | and finished up at the same time as theirs, | to Oregon, will agree to my amendment. ‘ 
e@ re- ’ tirely willing, so far as I know, to make a fair || Mr. GROW. Give them the triangle. _ Mr. CRAWFORD. Have any of the public 
[Mr. ' contract with the Government, and there is now || Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Of what denom- || lands ever been sold in Oregon? 
in of | a propositioy upon the part of the Senate com- |) ination is that church ? Mr. STOUT. I believe that none have been 
8 the ) mittee tocreate a superintendent of gas, whoshall || Mr. TRAIN. Presbyterian, I understand. | sold, with the exception of a few sections, They 
erty have the opportunity to inquire into all their do- | Mr. SHERMAN. IL trust the gentleman from || were advertised for sale, and afierwards, by order 
1 the ings, and to restrict their profits to ten per cent. Massachusetts will acceptas an amendment, * and || of the Department, that order of sale was counter- 
t did upon their capital. They suppose that that will || thatehe triangle be given to the church.’’ If it |; manded, But now the lands will be sold if you 
ough » reduce the price of gas to a reasonable rate. costs $2,000 to ornament it, it would be better to |} will survey them and bring them into market; and 
main ra It therefore seems to me to be unwise for the || give it to them altogether. - || the only reason to-day why our lands are not 
main ' House to undertake to change this appropriation || Mr. Train’s amendment was rejected. | sold is because you will not survey them, and 
; from $47,000, until the committees of the Senate Mr. TRAIN. At the suggestion of several || offer them for sale, so that persons may purchase 
0 ad- e -— regen ee ready enone | ladies who have little children that are in the eats When you will do that, they will be 
vern- in which may meet the approbation of Congress, to || habit of frequenting the Smithsonian grounds, I = 
Se control thie gas sauneian . When that is done, || offer the eee eras voticheiea: Mr. CRAWFORD. I will vote for the gentle- 
3 fol- everybody will be satisfied. 1 know the present || For seats of wood in the Smithsonian grounds, $100. man’s amendment if he will add to it, that the 
president of the company is an honorable man, Tie Gusenbuibit Wee bared ts sum shall be paid out of the proceeds of the sales 
me of and is ready to do everything he can for the com- see ade ms ; — of the lands so surveyed. Iam willing to give 
ion of mon interest of the company, the city, and the || Mr. f HELPS. I move to amend by striking || him the money, if it is to be paid out of the pro- 
aoe Government. I believe there will be nodifficulty || 0V¢ the word ** twenty,’’ in the one hundred and |) ceeds of the lands sold. Will he accept that? 
in ef in coming to a fair conclusion. | seventy-second line, and inserting in lieu thereof Mr. STOUT. | cannot accept that. I am will- 
ceed. Let me say that we are not obliged to spend | the word ‘thirty; 80 that the clause will read: ing, however, that the committee should vote 
$47,000 because we appropriate it. c oe puevey ies ae a and private ou lan upon it. I cannot accept it for this reason: the 
made Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 1 would inquire of | the different kinds of work, 930 oe ed by law.for |) lands will not be sold until they are surveyed. 
arine the gentleman whether it would not be better to | Thi vill dali eas pe Te It is not reasonable for gentlemen to ask the sur- 
make the appropriation than to wait until the re- E ae bets Der = oo ieee af ra hor “ | veyors in Oregon to survey the lands on credit, 
y the port is made? Would not the report come in too || -“™ ae Tey acca iP Ren ormed that the |) and to wait till the lands are sold before they get 
Cap- late? | a ted . ot Ternitoree of ae poet ae '” || their pay. You have not asked itin other States, 
pipes Mr. TRAIN. It might come in too late for | ae aa a  achtens re oer ca ae and I now ask you to do that justice to Oregon 
every that. If you appropriate only $30,000, the trouble || - . Pe Unies eek cs eae ar: be cae Oe. which you have done to other States and Terri- 
have may be that you may find yourself in the dark | aaa os eet es ae td oe eee Vie ’ || tories, 
wners at the commencement of the next Congress. | sat dea sg “Se Sai a cacecop rg b eee ans Mr. SHERMAN. Tonly desire to say that 
street Mr. BRANCH. The reduetion of the appro- aa 4 x yin a ane "Ci lifor are a lin th aT ot we reported the amount estimated for—$20,000 
y the priation was made in consequence of the fact that || the fe cetee 1a h a ivornia and in see er- || in the deficiency bill, and $15,000 in this. That 
) give the committee had determined to light a less num- | ritories sett ements Rave not pone in advance of is all that was asked for by the Department of the 
they ‘ ide af mibieae. the surveys. That is a mistake. This money is |! Interior. 
scily i Mr. TRAIN, by unanimous consent, withdrew || °°“ re bd emer syt-aey 1 heer Sede thes ho Mr. Stour’s amendment was disagreed to. 
ne bf hi een separate private land claims from the publiclands. Mr. STE : 
cos . ee ee The emigrant who repairs to California, to make r. STEVENS, of Washington. I move to 
rge Is “ Mr. BARRETT. I move to amend, by insert- | ia era , amend the clause of the bill which we have now 
BS ; ' » bY ] that his home, wants to know that he shall not catatenclistnin miata: one, Wibene, tT aauitndeaniiae 
on : = = line one hundred and forty-four the || trespass on any claim set up by an individual and chdsnieetin eal > ew it will cows Ol wo 
iene. 3 words: recognized by the Government, and he wants to y oe eee 
! For the payment of the balance due for completing the || obtain the land on which he settles. I think, there- For surveying the public lands in Washington Territory, 
fe 7, custom-house at St. Louis, Missouri, and for furnishing | fore that the surveys oucht to be faither rose- at the rates now authorized by law, 925,000. ° 
3 and the same, $15,000. cated y 5 cr I offer that amendment so as to make it con- 
ers 1) The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state Mr. MORRILL. I skould like to inauire what | form to the estimate of the pepeennente I have 
h and . are omy tg little to add to the remarks of the gentleman from 
that the amendment is not germane to the bill, || the probability is of having any money in the ' 6 
»f the end thérdfbre ta Gut of ordet — y idea BM: rif a. Oregor. The same facts apply to Washington 
F der. A ip reasury to pay these increased appropriations? || po rrit tl ly to O We hed eal 
3 Mr. BARRETT. Will the Chair inform me Mr. PHELPS I presume Congress will make || - T™tOry Wat app y to Mregon. 5 ee ae 
drew shether it will be in orde he end of the bill? -*. : ean ; || one appropriation during the last four years; but 
¢ whether n order at the end of the bill? || provision for the payment of all the expenses of C b | ded tl 
_ The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it would || the Government befote its adjournment. COETONG, DY. 8 MOET Cale ARPES oe the eureeys 
ethat notbe. Il | eine ated wie"s niehaediebaett “elndvelected east of the Cascades. Upto last year we had 
ginto Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Idesire to state to | ; aria been surveying west of the Cascades. The sur- 
ebate, ik sideaiitied that Wikia the text ew | Mr. STOUT. Imoveto amend by increasing the || veys went on slowly and laboriously, on account 
sand e , years, & | amount from $15,000 to $25,000; so that the clause || of the difficult ct ter of th t d th 
bridge has been put gip at the Falls of the Po- at maa: , nih f the Clihcut character of the country, 8nd the 
1 vote tomac, coating $100,000, or more. It has never wul read: difficulty of making contracts to expend the money 
enn Dat LT td meaeret uke’ appropriations || Vor surveying the public lands in Oregon, to be disbursed judiciously. Those surveys have gone on, how- 
for the repair of bridges within the District; but |, SERS ERT. en SPP Arey ever, so that we have some of the best portion of 
essrs. I am informed by the Goisetisiaoes that the Boor || If the committee will bear with me for a mo- || the country west of the Cascades surveyed. We 
inted. is now giving way, and will soon require some || ment, } willsatisfy every member that thisamend- || have little or nothing surveyed east of the Cas- 
ported éitention. T therefore propose, for the purpose | ment ought to be adopted. Since the year 1856 || cades. We have large settlements springing up 
} of embracing it in the appropriation for Senne of || We have had but $20,000 appropriated to Oregon || on the Columbia, above the Cascades, at several 
F bridges within the District to the amount of $500, for the survey of the public lands. During that || points where there is not an acre of land surveyed, 
these to amend the clause for that parpose, so that it time $100,000 has been appropriated for the sur- || not a meridian line run, and, of course, no town- 
4 one shall read: ar lands in Utah; $140,000 for New Mexico; || ship lines run. Our country is growing up under 
-four, one Bt i ee a tal $190,000 for Kansas and Nebraska, and ,000 || the preémption laws. We think those laws healthy 
ler to fp Branch Deidges within the Disa af Goneatie 95,500. for California, And yet but $20,000 has been ap- || for us. Wedo not want our lands to go into the 
bleto ee ’ . propriated for Oregon, a State which contains as || hands of speculators, but we want the Govern- 
loings * Mr. BRANCH. This is a very small matter; || much agricujtural land as either of the States or | ment to have these lands surveyed, so that our 
ectof fy ut it is only quartering a bridge upon the public | Territories to which I have referred. It was not || hardy settlers may get clear and indisputable titles 
edto pp Treasury, to be supported at an annual expense | absolutely necessary, however, that a larger ap- | to their lands, 
sda if of thousands of dollars. If the Government have || propriation should be made for Oregon, from the || Now, the Commissioner of the General Land 
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Office has sent to the Committee of Ways and 
Means a special Jetter, urging them to retain the 
estimates of the Department. They have been | 
everywhere very much cutdown. For the Ter- 
ritory of Washington the original estimate was | 
$54,000. We simply ask that the estimate shall | 
be restored to $25,000. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. I oppose the amendment. | 

| 

| 

| 





I have no objection to granting the $25,000, which | 
the gentleman asks, provided i¢ shall come out of 

the pfoceeds of the public lands surveyed. It is | 
yrecisely the same case as that of Oregon. We 

hove nearly one hundred million acres of the pub- 

lic lands surveyed, and ready for sale. 

Mr. STOUT. You have given to other States 
and ‘Territories from one hundred to three hun- | 
dred thousand dollars for surveying lafids, while 
to Oregon and Washington you have given but 
$20,000 apiece for the same time; and that is the | 
reason why it is different there from elsewhere. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. And yet my friend says 
that the lands already surveyed have not been 
sold. : 

Mr. STOUT. I say that more than half the 

rsons who have settled in Oregon during the | 
ast few years, have settled upon, and are now 
occupying, unsurveyed lands. Nearly all the 
Jands fit for cultivation are unsurveyed. The 
lands mast be surveyed. It is only a question of 
time as to when the money shall be appropriated, 
and | trust that opposition will not be urged to 


. i} 
it, When no permanent good can be accomplished | 


by it. 

M r. CRAWFORD. Ihave no idea that, if you | 
survey as much land as you could for $25,000, in | 
Oregon or Washington, you would not receive 
that amount in ten years from the proceeds of the | 
sales of the lands surveyed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would ask the | 
gentleman, if he means to deny to that country 
the survey of the public lands? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 1 do not. But this bill 
appropriates $15,000; and the Committee of Ways | 
and Means thought, that that was a sufficient 
amount at this particular time. 1 am opposed to | 
its bering increased, unless you will get the amount 
of the money, not from a high tariff, but out of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands sur- 
veyed, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. [hope the amend- | 


agreed to. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. MAYNARD. | move to strike out “forty,” 


in line one hundred and ninety-three, and to in- || 


sert **sixty;’’ so that the clause will read: 

For collection of agricultural statistics, investigations for 
promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the procure- 
ment of cuttings and seeds, $60,000. 

Ido not make the motion for the purpose of 
saying anything in favor of the agricultural bureau 
in the Patent Office. I suppose the merits or de- | 
merits of that department of the Government are 
sufficiently understood. Last year we appropri- 
ated the same sum, $40,000, for the same pur- 
pose. We have had from the Patent Office, I be- | 
lieve, some tea plants. No seeds whatever have 
been distributed, and very few-cuttings. ' 

I represent an agricultural community. Almost 
all my constituents, or the great body of them, 
are engaged in that department of industry. They 
regard, the agricultural bureau as one very im- 
portant to them. The seeds and cuttings hitherto 
received through the Patent Office they believe to 
have been of very great service to them, and they 
are very desirous that the appropriation shall be 
continued, and made sufficient to furnish them 
with such amount of seeds as they have been ac- 
customed to receive. I have received I know not 
how many letters from, I suppose, every county 
in my district, making application for seeds from 
the Patent Office; and I certainly should be mis- 
representing my constituents if I did not favor 
the increase of this appropriation. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Tenngpsee if these tea 
plants have been restricted ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will state to the gentle- 
man from Illinois the information I have. I was | 
informed by some one that, if 1 would designate 
some person in ees they would send these | 
plants to him, if he would pay the express ex- | 
penses. I wrote toa 
to do it. I so inform 





ntleman, and he agreed 
them atthe Patent ; 


THE 











and I suppose they were sent. I know nothing 
further about it. I do not wish to consume time 
in the committee by pressing this amendment 
upon them. | move to inerease the amount; and, 
as I observed, 1 should be misrepresenting my 
constituents if I did not urge the committee to 
adopt the amendment. 

Mr. CONKLING. I desire to oppose the 
amendment of the.gentleman from Tennessee. I 
think, in reference to this matter of distributing 
seeds and cuttings, very much as a man | heard 


ata Millerite meeting said in reference to another | 


matter. He said he thought this experiment of 


human nature had proved a total failure, and | 


ought to be wound up. 

Now, sir, this proposition toappropriate $40,000, 
or any other sum of money, for the promotion of 
agricultural knowledge, was, no doubt, intended 


originally to nurture that interest in a portion of | 


the c®untry where it needs to be strengthened. 
It was not designed to give additional aid to the 
agriculturists in those States where their great 
staple grows with such luxuriance as to need no 
aid or enlightenment from this Government, if 
we are to believe what gentlemen tell us. 1 be- 
lieve that this appropriation, when originally 
made, was intended to give the benefit of the in- 
formation derived from it to the farmers of the 
North, the East, and the West. 

Butit seems, by the reportof the Commissioner, 
an extract from which I presume we have all seen, 
that this $40,000, during the last year, has been 
entirely absorbed in the purchase of those prod- 
ucts which flourish only in that district of coun- 
try lying south of the north line of the State of 
Tennessee; and, as I said before, it is very like 
gilding fine gold toattempt to strengthen the cause 
or condition of agriculture there. It seems to me, 
therefore, that this whole proposition as it stands 


| here, upon forty or sixty thousand dollars, is an 


entirely useless thing. This appropriation, as I 
am informed, was expended in part in sugar cane 
seed, and a vessel was sent round the coast for 
the purpose of distributing that sugar cane. It 


| was also spent in tea plants and pomegranates 


and grape vines, which grow only as curiosities, 
after the expressage has been paid for them, in 


| the hot-houses of the North, and are fit for culti- 


vation only in a southern climate. 


Therefore, I 


' || am entirely opposed to this whole appropriation, 
ment of the gentleman trom Washington will be || 


as I am to the amendment of the gentleman from 


_ Tennessee; and I shall propose, whenever it is in 





| eall for. 


_ order, to strike out the whole paragraph. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to amend 
the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee 
by diminishing the amount $5,000. 

Mr. Chairman, 1 am very much opposed to 
this whole system myself, but not for the reason 
stated by the gentleman from New York. That 
gentleman is opposed to this appropriation be- 
cause it has been expended for the benefit of the 
South. If it had been expended for the benefit 
of the North he would have been for it, of course, 
we have a right to infer. 

Mr. CONKLING. Will the gentleman allow 
me a single moment; and, by the way, I wish to 
correcta mistake I made in saying sugar cane seed. 
If the gentleman supposgs that I would approve 
the expenditure of money which would carry the 
whole benefit to the North, or to any other sec- 
tion of country, he does me great injustice, and I 
failed entirely to make myself understood. And 
now, if he will allow me to make the remark—and 
I do it without any levity about it—I will say that 
if this appropriation is to.be devoted to aiding or 
promoting the convenience or benefits of the peo- 
ple confined to any section of country, I do think 
that isa sufficient objection to it, North or South. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
from New York objected to this appropriation on 


the ground thatit had been expended for tea plants, | 


and other articles for the benefit of the South; 
and of course I had the right to infer that his op- 
position toit would have ceased if it had been ex- 


pended for the benefit of another section of coun- | 


try. But, sir, [am one of those who are against 
this appropriation whelly, because I consider that 
this Government ought to have nothing to do with 
the distribution of seeds. I consider, and gentle- 
men need not laugh when I say it, that we have 
no constitutional power over the question. The 
seedmen of the country will supply the demands 
of the country, and furnish all the agriculturists 
I object to this appropriation again, be- 
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cause we know it has been thé pattern for many 
other similar expenditures. On buliing over this 
bill you will find appropriations for preserving 
the plants collected in our exploring expeditions. 
for a botanica! garden,and many other matters 
of that description pressing upon the public Treas. 
ury, and requiring heavy and serious appropri- 
ations for their support. J am one of those who 
believe that it is right and proper to confine our- 
selves, in the administration of this Government 
to the clear and well-defined powers granted in 
the Constitution, and I am not disposed to be na- 
tional beyond what is clearly within the letter and 
spirit of that instrument. I am Federal in my be- 
lief as to the exercise of power upon the part of 
this Government: Forthat reason] am opposed 
tothe whole of this appropriation, and hope it wil 
be stricken out. 

Mr. CAREY. I wish to make a few remarks 
upon the subject of this appropriation. Mr. Chair- 
man, | have paid some little attention to this sub- 
ject since | have beena member of the House, and 
had examined it to some little extent before I came 
here. I am perfectly satisfied that no good can 
result from the agricultyral department of this 
Government as itis now organized. Nothing, sir, 
can be done for the agricultural ingerest of this 
country by this Government, unless a department 
is specially created and carried on for that purpose, 
The agricultural bureau at present is cramped and 
confined in a little corner of one of the public build- 
ings. It is not surprising that gentlemen are dis- 
satisfied with the encouragement that the Goy- 
ernment gives to agriculture. If we organize a 
separate and distinct agricultural bureau, we may 
do something that will be valuable to the country. 
The whole purpose of the agricultural part of the 
Patent Office now seems to be to distribute seeds. 
I think that it ought to have other and a more 
enlarged sphere of operation. 

How, Mr. Chairman, are the seeds obtained 
that the Patent Office distributes? When Con- 
gress makes an appropriation for seeds, messen- 
| gers are sent to Philadelphia, Boston, and Balti- 
more, and wherever there are seed stores, and the 
very leavings are purchased to be spread over the 
country; not the best seed, but seed which hus 
remained unsold, and which, perhaps, could not 
be sold to anybody. Why is it that no better 
system prevails? Senco there is not a compe- 
tent head of the office for the organization of a 
better system. I say that unless we will agree to 
reorganize and enlarge the Agricultural Depart- 
ment of the Government, we might as well have 
/noneatall. I have offered a proposition for such 
a reorganization of the agricultural bureau, and 
time and time again it has been ruled out of order. 
If Congress is determined not to help the agricul- 
tural interest of the country, then, I say, for God’s 
sake withdraw the little nursing thatis pretended 
now to be given to it. 

I do insist, Mr. Chairman, that an agricul- 
tural bureau may be organized that will yield 
profitable results to the country,and at a reduced 
cost. You must have some man at the head of 
the department who will be responsible for the 
discharge of the duties imposed upon him. At 
present, it cannot be told who is to be blamed for 
the delinquency and deficiency thatare complained 
of. Ido not care what becomes of the amend- 
ment, for, as I have said, unlesss we organize an 
independent agricultural bureau it is useless to 
have any at all, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. BRANCH. 1 move to amend the amend- 

ment of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
| Maynarp] by reducing the appropriation five 

dollars. 
| Mr. Chairman, I move the amendment for the 
| purpose of saying that I am opposed to this whole 
|| system of permitting the Government to purchase 
|, seeds and cuttings for the agricultural interests of 
| the country. I have never seen any advantage 
|| result from this during the time that Ihave been a 
member of Congress, or since the system origin- 








ated; and I am glad to find that there is a glim- 
mering to-day, for the first time, of an advantage 
to result from the manner in which it has been 
administered. The honorable gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Conxuine] intimates to the 
House, sir, that this money has heretofore been 


expended for the exclusive use of the farmers of 


| the southern States. I do not know whether that 
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is correct or not; but I must say, Mr. Chairman, || the agricultural arm of the country—the greatarm 
that if that be so, and the effect be to induce north- | of the country—we hear all this noise and dis- 


ern men to reject the appropriation, I shall rejoice | 
for that reason, if for none other. 

if the money appropriated has been expended | 
for seeds that are only suitable to the southern | 
climate, I, for one, as the Representative ofasouth- | 
ern constituency, can tell the gentleman from New 
York that the South has, so far as I know, de- 
rived no benefit from the appropriation, and does 
not thank the Government for it. The southern 
people are notin the habit of looking to this Gov- 
ernment to furnish them with seeds, nor are they 
in the habit of desiring to foist themselves upon 


the Government as beneficiaries in any respect. | 
| 


They are able to raise their own seed. They are 
accustomed to do so. They do not ask such sti- 
pends from the Government, I undertake to say | 
that this appropriation for seeds has never been 

made by southern votes or with the aid of any | 


considerable number of votes from southern Rep- || ; 
|| Mr. CURRY. 
They may be poor, || 


resentatives. Our people are independent as farm- 
ers and in all other respects. 
sir, but they are independent; and if they are poor, 
they will always remain ene before they will | 
get rich by thrusting their hands into the pockets 

of their neighbors or fellow-citizens for bounties. | 
We do not come here to ask the Government to 
make us rich out of the public Treasury. We do 

not ask for any other protection than such as the | 


Constitution of the United States gives us. We || 


never ask and we never sustain by our votes a | 
proposition to give us aid or make us rich at the | 
expense of our fellow-citizens, by giving us boun- 
ties or appropriations out of the public Treasury. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I want to oppose 
the gentleman’s amendment just long enough to | 
say this: the experience of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Brancu,] and my expe- 
rience are very different. I can take‘him to my dis- 


trict and show him where old ladies take silver cups || 


as premiums at agricultural fairs for productions 
from seeds sent to them from the Patent Office. 
I apprehend that the gentleman has not got any 
land in his State where seeds will grow. [Laugh- 
ter.] If 1 lived in as poor a country as that of | 
my friend, 4 wouid not care to have any seeds. | 
{Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. BRANCH. Has the gentleman ever seen | 
the country where I live? 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Yes, sir; I have 
iust been through it. {Laughter.] The only seeds | 
I saw growing there were tar, pitch, and turpen- | 
tine. [Great laughter.] The people there cer- 





tainly do not want these tea plants, for they drink | 


sassafras. [Renewed laughter.] I have a con- 

stituency who live upon soil that will sprout any- | 
thing that the Patent Office will send. We want 
these seeds. I will vote for the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee. If my people were | 
here they would vote to double the appropriation. | 

Mr. BRANCH. I withdraw my amendment, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 

The amendment was rejected. . 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I move to amend by mak- 
ing the appropriation $59,000; and I do so for 
the purpose of saying that my experience, like 
that of my friend from Missour1, differs from that 
of the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Brancu.] I know that many of these Patent 
Office seed, which have been distributed, have 
resulted in great good to the agriculture of the 
country. Although not altogether a farmer my- 
self, have had some connection with agriculture 
and horticulture; and though we have occasion- | 
ally received useless seeds, yet, in a majority of | 
instances, we have had Seka 
which has diffused much good through the coun- 
try. I know that on one occasion a lot of dam- | 
aged wheat was exhibited and distributed. I wrote 
a letter to the Commissioner of Patents—Mr. 
Mason, I believe—and in reply, he explained to me 
how that lot of damaged wheat had been palmed 
off mee the office, remarking also, that they 
would take steps to avoid such errors in future. 
I believe that is the only case in which we have 
had occasion to complain through a number of 
years. I know that we have had seeds brought 
trom both shores of the Mediterranean, which have 
been of great service to the country. I know we 
can apreretnel millions of dollars for the Army, 
the Navy, and for other departments of the Gov- 
ernment, without grumbling; but when we come 
to appropriate forty or fifty thousand dollars for 





|| Mr. BRANCH. 


s the cultivation of || 


| turbance. 

I do trust that the House will adopt this amend- 
| ment of the gentleman from Tennessee, and in- 
| crease the appropriation to $60,000. ‘Two years 
»ago the appropriation was $70,000; and why 
should it be cuminished?., Yafortunately, last 


| year a mistake was made ig the application of || 
| . . } 
| nearly the whole of the appropriation to the pur- 


| chase of tea plants, which can be sent to one part 


| of the country only. But I have been assured | 


at the Patent Office department that they will |, 


| hereafter exercise greater care,and purchase those 
things only which grow throughout the whole 
country. 


of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Carey] will be 
| adopted, and that an agricultural bureau will be 
established, which will be properly attended to. 
I withdraw my amendment. 
I object. 
Mr.MAYNARD. We have been here along 


|| time, and I move the committee do now rise. 


| ‘The motion was not agreed to. 


here ought to be a reorganization of | 
| this department, and I hope that the resolution 


It 1s quite apparent from the | 


remarks of the honorable gentleman from Missouri | 


| that he has not seen the country which I have the 


|, honor to represent here. Itis quite apparent that 


| he is under a mistake as to what country I do 
represent. It is equally apparent that the gentle- 
| man has not formed either his political opinions or 
the manner in which he views those questions by 


| try | represent form theirs. The gentleman rep- 
| resents a constituency living very near to that line 
| which separates the North from the South; but 
| the gentleman himself is not a native of that 
| South in behalf of which I spoke. The people 

may be poor; but,as I said when I was up before, 
if they are poor, they will remain poor always 
| before they will be made rich by bounties from 
| this Government. Now, sir, 1 represent one of 
| the old thirteen States of this Union. And during 
| all the time that I have been here, [ have never 
| had any claim or any case before Congress that 
| interested my constituents particularly. I believe 

there is no gentleman upon this floor who is more 
| commonly heard in behalf of claims arising for ex- 
| tra services by mail contractors, or for land jobs, 
| and other similar matters before Congress, than 
| the honorable gentleman from Missouri. In that, 
| sir, I repeat, the gentleman shows that he was 
| neither born in the country in which I was born, 
nor represents a constituency such as | represent. 





the gentleman’s constituents were poor, I did not 


|| intend to do so; nor would I do so. I was making | 
| a playful remark to show the difference between | 
Lam} 
afraid the gentleman is considering it seriously, | 


the demand of his constituents and mine. 


| while it was not so intended. [Laughter.] 


| Mr. BRANCH. I was sure that no gentleman 
could make such a remark in seriousness; and I 


|| was satisfied that he was not serious, or he would 


not have made it. ({Laughter.} 

Mr: SHERMAN. As I think we should come 
to a vote upon this proposition, I move that the 
committee rise for the purpose of closing debate. 
[Cries of **. No!” * No!”’} 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend by adding 
the following proviso: 

Provided however, That in the expenditure of this appro- 
| priation, and especially in the selection of cuttings and seeds 
| tor distribution, due regardshall be bad for purposes of gen- 

eral cultivation, and the encouragement of the agriculture 
and rural interests of all portions of the country. 
| Mr. MAYNARD. I accept that amendment. 
| Mr. STOKES. I wish to make a remark; and, 
in order to do so, I move to reduce the amountto 
five dollars. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. And now the gentleman’s 
speech must be in support of this amendment. 
Mr. STOKES. 1 do not know that the gentle- 
man from Georgia, or any other man in this 
House, lias the right to dictate what course I shall 
pursue. 

_Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman from Geor? 

gia does notdesire to do it. The gentleman from 
Georgia, though, desired to say what the rule of 
the House is. 

Mr.STOKES. Gentlemen make amendments 
here constantly, and yet say not one word in ref- 





the standard by which those who live in the coun- | 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. If I intimated that | 


) Well, if gentlemen 
will come toa vote, I will withdraw the motion. | 


|| [Cries of ** Question !”’ ** Question !’’} 


|| be cut off from discussing it. 





| 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for 





| erence to the amendment offered. That I have 
| Seen repeatedly done. They move amendments, 

and then branch off into discussion upon some- 
thing else. I propose to speak to the subject before 
us, and I trust my amendment will be adopted, 
_and that the amendment of my colleague, increas- 
ing the amount from $40,000 to $60,000 will not be 
adopted. My colleague says that the people in his 

district desire an appropriation for seeds, and that 
there is agreatdemand for them. My districtlies 
adjoining to thatofmy colleague, and while Ido not 
desire to controvert what he has said, | must say 
that the people of the district I represent want no 
appropriation of money for such a purpose as 
that. They regard the distribution of seeds by 
| the Patent Office as a nuisance. The gentleman 

who represented that district upon this floor pre- 

vious to myself flooded it with seeds from the 

Patent Office. Among the seeds which he distrib- 


|| uted, was what purported to be tobacco seed, and 


I may safely say that, upon one creek the farm- 
ers lost $30,000 in consequence of the failure of 
those seeds to come up. And further than that, 
seeds were sent out of that office purporting to be 
tobacco seed, which turned out to be red cabbage. 
Other seeds turned out to be nothing more than 
mullen seed. 

IT hope and trust that the amendment of my 
colleague will not be adopted, and that the appro- 
priation will be reduced to five dollars, or struck 
outaltogether. Itis a nuisance rather than a ben- 
efittothe country. It may, perhaps, be of benefit 
| to some districts represented by gentlemen here; 
but I can say, for my own constituents, that they 
do not demand or desire it. They regard it as a 
waste of the public money, to take $60,000 owt of 
the Treasury for the purpose of procuring these 
seeds. Il agree with the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Caney,} that until an agricultural bureau is 
established, all these appropriations for seeds will 
| amount to nothing. hen this proposition is 
| disposed of, I shall move to strike out the whole 
section. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Suerman] had better move that the 
committee rise and see whether we cannot arrest 
| this debate. It is now late in the evening. [Cries 
| of ** Let us have a vote.”}] Gentlemen will let 
me say a word. I think that the fact that there 
is a controversy now between gentlemen of the 
one section of the country and of the other, shows 
that this appropriation ought not to be in the bill 
| at all; “and while I do not agree with the reason 
given by the gentleman from New York, I concur 
in his results, and shall vote to strike outtheclause. 

Mr. BINGHAM. lI call the gentleman from 
Alabama to order. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam strictly in order, and 
I hope the gentleman will not try to keep my 
very good remarks outof the Globe, [Laughter. | 

Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama is not opposing my amendment. 

Mr. HOUS TON. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee is mistaken. I am opposing his amend- 
ment. The gentleman will allow me to judge 
what I am doing. I| oppose the amendment 
offered by the gentleman because I want to have 
the whole clause stricken out. Is the gentleman 
satisfied now? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
rise. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. 


I move that the committee 


I desire to say a word. 
This isa 
rovision, and we ought not to 
[Cries of ** Ques- 


very important 


| tion !’” ** Question!?’} 

Mr. Suerman’s motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose;and Mr. Coirax having 
taken the Chair as Speaker tempore, Mr. 
Ernerivce reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had had under 
consideration the Union generally, and partict- 
larly House bill No. 501, making appropriations 


the year ending the 30th of June, 1861; and had 
come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Imovethat the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us get through with 
this bill. 1 move that all debate on the pending 
clause te the bill H.R. No,.501 shall terminate as 
soon as its consideration shall have been resumed 
- the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion. 
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ting off debate. This is a very important provis- | 
ion, and ought to be discussed and considered. 
Mr. Montcomery’s motion was not agreed to. | 
The question recurred on Mr. Suerman’s mo- | 
tion; and it was agreed to. 
On motion, the rules were then suspended, and 
the House resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Erner- | 


wee in the chair,) and resumed the considera- | 


tion of the bill H. R. No. 501, making appropri- 
ations for sundry civil expenses of the Govern- | 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1861, | 
the question being on Mr. Maynarp’s amend- 
ment, 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
ment: 

Provided, That the seeds and cuttings procured under 
this section shall be given only to agricultural societies in 
the several States of the Uniun. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. There is one objection to 
that 

Cries of ** No debate !’’] 
“he amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to amend by striking 
out the entire paragraph, as amended, as follows: 


‘* For collection of agricultural statistics, investigations 
for promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the pro- 
curement of cuttings and seeds, $60,000.” 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. QUARLES. I move to amend by strik- 


ing out the following clause: 

* For preservation of the collections of the exploring and 
surveying expeditions of the Government, $4,000,” 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. COX. I move to amend by striking out 
**five,”’ and inserting ‘‘ one;’’ so that the clause 
will read: 

For United States Capitol extension, $100,000. 


Mr. PETTIT. I offer the following amend- 
ment to perfect the clause: 

Add as a proviso: 

Provided, That no part of the sum shall be appropriated 
for paintings or statuary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. I offer the 
following amendment as a proviso to the clause: 

Provided further, That the superintendent of the Capitol 
extension shali purchase the monolithic columns for the 
exterior of the building from the contractors for furnish- 
ing the marble, upon the terms of their supplemental con- 
of March 30, 1854, the marble for said columns to be ap- 
proved by the said superintendent. 

Mr. LEACH, of Nérth Carolina, 
amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
perfect the section, 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is in order to perfect the 
section; but the amendment itself 1s mixing up 
our legislation with contracts. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment is in order. 

The amendment was rejected. 


I offer the following amend- 





Is that 


It is clearly in order to 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. I must object to cut- | 





to purchase all the marble. That resolution is 


now in force; it has never been repealed; yet the 
contractors have been informed that the Secretary 
of War designs to purchase the columns from 
other parties. The subject has been before a com- 
mittee of this House, who have given it full con- 


| sideration. oro vestigated all the facts 
| and cireumstan 


connected with this contract, 
and have come to the conclusion that the contract- 
ors have not been in fault; that they have supplied 
all the marble embraced in the contract; and that 
they are, perhaps, the only persons within the 
limits of the United States who are now prepared 
to comply with their contract in this particular. 
The Senate committee has reported a bill ex- 
pressly requiring the Secretary of War to comply 
with the contract made in pursuance of the joint 
rerolution of 1854. 

Now, what I desire is, that it shall be inserted 


as & proviso to this appropriation, soas to require | 
| 


the Secretary of War to carry into execution the 
joint resolution of Congress, which is the law of 
the land, and not allow him a discretionary power 
to inflicta great injury upon contractors who have 
never been in default. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. li mustbe apparent to 
everybody who wants to legislate understand- 
ingly and properly, that it is impossible for us to 
go through the bill this evening. 

Several MemBers. Oh, yes, we can. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. We cannot do it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. There are only forty lines 
more, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. There may be onl 


_ forty lines of the bill, but there are forty amend- 


, isting law. 


ments to be offered and voted on. 

Now, here is an amendment requiring that 
these columns shall be purchased of particular 
men, in pursuance, the gentleman says, of an ex- 
I want to know why he wants to pile 
one statute on another? If there is an existing 
law requiring the Secretary of War to do this, 
why does the gentleman want another law? Has 
the Secretary refused to obey the law? 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. If the 
Secretary has failed to carry into execution the 
law now in force, we can requre him to do it by 
limiting the appropriation. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Impeach him. Bring 
these grave charges against this high constitu- 
tional officer. Let the gentleman, on his respons- 


_ ibility as a Representative, say that the Secretary 


of War has failed to obey the law and to comply 
with his duty, and make specific charges agaimst 
him, and not put them in an appropriation bill, 


_and limit the expenditure of this money, as he 


says. 
Mr. Chairman, it is the experience of every 
gentleman who has been here for years, that it 1s 


| In just such situations as we are now in that more 


The question recurred on Mr. Cox’s amend- || 


ment; and it was rejected. 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. I move 
to strike out * $500,000,’’ and insert instead 
** $200,000. "” 

Mr. GARTRELL. I move to amend that 
amendment by striking out * $200,000,” and in- 
serting ** $75,000."" 

The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

Me. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. I now 
renew my amendment, as an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina. I desire to say a few words in explanation 
of it. I understood the Chair to decide, when I 
offered it before, that debate was cut off; but the 
motion to close debate applied only to the para- 
graph in relation to seeds, and not to this one, 

Mr. Stewart's amendment was again read. 


Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. I will not 
detz2in the committee long. The amendment | 
which I offer conforms to a bill which has passed | 
the Senate, on the same subject. By a joint res- 
olution, passed in April, 1854, the Secretary of | 
War was directed to purchase monolithic col- | 
wmons for the exterior of the Capitol extension, 


frauds are perpetrated on the Treasury than at 


| any other time—late in the evening, and on appro- 


priation bills. [n order that this matter may be 
fully considered, | move that the committee do 
now rise. 

Mr. MAYNARD demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Marnanp, 


| and Smiru of North Carolina, were appointed. 


The committee divided; and the tellers reported 


—ayes 45, noes 63; no quorum voting. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois. 
recount. 

Mr. GARTRELL. The rule is imperative that 
the roll shall be called whenever the committee 
finds itself without a quorum. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to remind gentle- 
men that this is the last day for ten days we shall 
have to consider our appropriation bills. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I sa to the gentleman 
from Ohio that I am willing this bill should be 
made a special order from day to day until it shall 
be disposed of, but Iam not willing that less than 
a quorum of this House shall pass upon matters 
of so important legislation. 

_Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was not ed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. | believe it is the under- 
standing that we shall obviate the difficulty in 
which we seem to be placed by having a vote 
upon these appropriations in the House. 

The amendment offered by Mr: Stewart, of 
Pennsylvania, to the amendment, was not agreed 


l ask for a 


from the parties with whom the contract existed |! to. 
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The question recurred on the amendment of. 
fered by Mr. Leacn, of North Carolina; and, 
| being taken, the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I trust now that, by com. 
| mon consent, there may be a vote in this Fea 
| upon striking out this paragraph. 
The proposition was agreed to, by general con. 
| sent. 
| Mr. BRANCH. I now offer this amendment 
and ask a vote of the committee upon it without 
|| taking any time for discussion: 


Provided, That no expenditure shall be made for chang. 
ing the seats in the Hall of the House of Representatives 
without further order of the House, hereafter to be made. 


Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. That amend. 
ment is not in order. It is in vivlation of a stand. 
| ing rule or order of the House. 

.The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks tha 
|| the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. BRANCH. I submit that no reason has 
been given why this amendment is not in order, 
|| Any gentleman who raises a point of order js 
obliged to state the grounds of his point of order, 
|| Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I did state them 
| fully and distinctly, and I will do so again. One 
| point of order [ raise is this: that the proviso 
| which the gentleman proposes is a proposition 
| directly in violation of the order of this House, 
| which has been made to remove these seats; and 
you change this order by an amendment to an 
| ae bill. 

Ir. BRANCH. This proviso does not forbid 
| the House from putting in the seats hereafter; it 
merely forbids putting them in until the House 
shall further poe 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided the 
point of order, and no debate is in order unless 
| the gentleman takes an appeal. 

Mr. BRANCH. Ido appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The question was taken; and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained as the judgment of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. VANCE. I move to amend by inserting, 
at the end of the paragraph making an appropr- 
ation for the United States Capitol extension, as 
follows: 

Provided, That there shal! not be paid for labor or mate- 
rial more than twice as much as the same could be obtained 
fur by private individuals. 

{Laughter.] 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. 
is out of order, of course. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that it is out of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to 
strike out the following paragraph: 

‘For extension of the General Post Office, $70,000.” 


The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 


e amendment will be considered as agreed to. 











— a 


| 











That amendment 


The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is too late. 
We Ifave passed from the consideration of that 
paragraph. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I demand a division. | 
intend to enjoy privileges to which I am entitled 
as a member of this House. 

The CHAIRMAN. Ifthe gentleman demands 
a division he shall have it. As many as are ill 
favor of the amendment will say “ ay.”’ 

Mr. FLORENCE, I demand to be heard upon 
that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is too late now; the 
committee is voting. [Laughter.] 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 
lows: 

For the extension of the General Post Office, $69,000. 

I do not wish tq detain the committee unne- 
cessarily, but I do object to this hasty legislauon. 
Here is this Post Office extension, which 1s 1n- 
complete. I understand that¢70,000 will complete 
it. I propose to reduce the amount $1,000, and 
see whether $69,000 will not complete it. lt is 
matter of public necessity that the building should 
be completed. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I rise to a point 
of order. These lines in the bill have been stricken 
out, and I submit that the amendment of the gen- 
tleman is not in order. It is understood that 
there is to be a vote in the House, by yeas and 
nays, upon striking out the appropriation, and 





I move to insert as fol- 
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- do not know what more the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania wants. A 

Mr. FLORENCE, Iam very willing to sub- 
mit to that vote. I merely desired to protest 
against this hasty and inconsiderate manner of 
passing over matters of such grave moment. I 
withdraw my amendment. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to submit the follow- 
ing amendment: 

Insert, at the end of the first section, as follows: 

For completion of the capitol building in Nebraska Ter- 
ritory, $30,000; Provided, That no part of the money hereby 
appropriated shall be expended till detailed plans and esti- 
mites for the entire completion of the building for the pub- 
lic service for the sum hereby appropriated shall have been 
prepared, submitted, and approved by the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. 
amend by inserting the following: 

For the completion of the public buildings in Washington 
Territory, $60,000. 

A Memser. What buildiags are they? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. The capitol 
and penitenuary. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is there any estimate by 
the Department for these buildings? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington. The amend- 
ment is recommended by the Committee on 'Ter- 
ritories, ; 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The following section being under considera- 
tion: 

“See. 2. ,%nd be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$30,000, heretufore appropriated by act of March 3, 1859, 
tor the purpose of repairs and incidenta! expenses to the 
light-house at Oswego and buildings connected therewith, 
and which remains unexpended, may be used and applied 
for repairing and securing and protecting the pier connected 


with the light-house at Oswego, New York, so as to pre- 
veut the destruction of said light-house and pier,” 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to | 
amend by adding the following: 
And that the unexpended balance of the amount hereto- | 
fore appropriated by the act of March 3, 1859, for the pur- | 
pose of repairing the works and piles in order to preserve | 


| 
| 


I move to 




















By not reporting appropriations for, and making deductions on, the following objects: 


and secure the light-house at Chicago, Hlinois, may be 


used and applied for repairs and improving the harbor of 


Chicago, (linois. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the Chair whether 
that amendment is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
Chair, it is not in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I appeal from 
the decision of the Chair; and I desire to state 
two or three facts to the committee. 

Mr. BRANCH. 


1 must make my motion now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion to add to the 
section will, perhaps, take precedence of the mo- 
tion to strike out. 

Mr. QRARLES. Lask for a question on the 
amendment. ‘The gentleman from lilinois is too 
long in hunting up his law. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. At the last 
session of Congress an appropriation was made 
for the purpose of preserving the light-house and 

iers at Chicago. A portion of that appropriation 
1as been expended, and this amendment onl 
provides for the expending of the balance ahah 
remains in the Treasury. 

The CHAIRMAN. Astheamendmentchanges 
existing law, the Chair rules the amendment to 
be out of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I take an ap- 


|| peal from the decision of the Chair; and on sus- 


taining the decision of the Chair I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. QuaRLEs 
and Burrinton were appointed. 

The committee was divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes seventy-four. 

fr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Although 1 

am satisfied that the decision of the Chair is wrong, 
pa that the committee may not be embarrassed, 

withdraw my appeal. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As we are now through the 
bill, { ask to submit the following table, showing 
the difference between the sums estimated for b 
the Departments and those recommended by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

The table is as follows: 


— a ————$ $$$ — — 











If the amendment to add to || from the superintendent of the pier; and I ask 


the section will preclude my motion to strike out, | 
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Estimated. | Reported. | Reduction. 
To supply deficiency in the fund,for the relief of sick and disabled seamen........| $300,000 | $175,000 | $125,000 00 
Maintenance of vessel on the coast of California for inspection of Mght-houses | | 
and transportation pUrpoOses.......eeeeeeeeeeees cece cccec veces cece sees cece | - - | 30,000 00 
Purchase,of trees and tree boxes, whitewashing and repair of pavements in | | | 
front of public grounds.......0eeecee cece cece cece eeeeeecees oe veees seuseeee 3,090 2,500 500 00 
Annual repairs of the Capitol, &c...... Cbecededecec vacedscccccscesoveseeese voce 5,000 | 2,500 | 2,500 00 
Repairs of Pennsylvania aVeNUC....... 600. cece cece eee eees oc ccce ccs cccccccecs - | 3,000 00 
Taking care of grounds south of the President’s House. ...........0 sees cece eees 1,000 | 500 00 
Clearing out sewer traps on Pennsylvania AVENUC. 6.6.0 cece eee eee ee wees eveses - 300 OU 
Repairing the fence around that portion of the Mall upon which the Smith- 
sonian building is situated..........+-eeeeeeeceeeeecs acgecws 0 bese sees sosee 1,000 | 500 500 00 
Inclosing with a suitable wooden fence the public reservation on Missouri | 
avenue, between Four-and-a-half and Third streets ....... L Snieherneges ob ton - | - 1,314 00 
Surveying the public lands. ...,....ecseeeeeseeeees Geib vo sedd covecceese cove sees 68,000 | 50,000 | 18,000 00 
Do. do. ber CONIC MOS 54 6 de cep ticcedevccces gaskwanenr ¢4.c00s'ss 30,000 | 20,000 10,000 00 
Do. do. NS rrr  SebGEes veddsws ave 20,000 | 10,000 10,000 00 
Do. do. ET eT errr ieee 35,000 20,000 15,000 00 
Do. do. STOO co BUS a8 ANCA a teins 0 0 cic cncanenconids<osncé 35,000 15,000 20,000 00 
Do. do. SINR gcc ase alb le ckdues bn sheen cece sacs 25,000 15,000 10,000 00 
Expenses of receiving, arranging, and taking care of copy-right books and charts.... 3,600 | 1,400 2,200 00 
| 248,814 00 
iations for the following objects not in the estimates for 1860: 


And by reporting appro 
For completion and p 





Botanic garden, grading, filling in, &c ............. Sceccces eo vccee Tineke Na dinnmensed 3,300 00 
Do. pay to horticulturist, & C.... 2... ccceeeccesecreces aeyaten ss s tensatae peueces 5,121 50 | 
eI os a orhnnnnkd 4000442 00008 sveseen Sasmad ebeane does deegeCessaws 1,000 00 | 
Completion of capitol of New Mexico............+ Coeveceerrccceerenes ues cscs ceed sees cesbee 60,000 00 | 
76,832 50 
a teomuneneans toon eee 50 
Mr. BRANCH. I move to strike out the fol- | remember, this section wasagreed to unanimously. 


lowing section: 

“Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the sum of 

,000, heretofore appropriated by act of March 3, 1859, 

or the purpose of repairs and incidental expenses to the | 
light-house at Oswego and buildings connected therewith 
and which remains unexpended, may be used and applied 
for repairing and securing and protecting the pier connected 
with the light-house at Oswego, New York, so as to pre- 
vent the destruction of said light-house and pier.” 


I would inquire of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means whether that committee 
are satisfied that this appropriation is necessary 
for the 

Mr. SHERMAN. The matter was before the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and, so far as I 


tection of the light-house at Oewego? | 
| 
\ 


C rotection of way to light-house at Huron, Ohio.......... Cece sees cecuveee $6,000 00 
For furniture for the new custom-house, &c., at Wheeling, Virginia 


It appeared, from official mene and from 
statements made to the committee, that if this pier 
were destroyed, there would be no connection 
between the light-house and the main land during 
a storm. There was an unexpended balance of a 
former appropriation made for the benefit of this 
light-house, and we were asked to speppropsiete 
nde 

balance of a few thousand dollars will enable the 


thatamount. We understand thatthe unex 


light-house to be reached at all times. 


Mr. LEE. Mr. Chairman, I will answer the 
gentleman from North Carolina, and explain to 
the committee, by saying that the United States 
piers at Oswego extend from either shore at the 
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mouth of the Oswego river to the channel of the 


| stream forming the harbor. Upon the end of the 
P west pier stands the light-house. This pier has 
| been broken through by the violence of the lake 


' storms. The harbor is filling up, and unless re- 








i 


pairs be speedily made, that fraction of the pier 
; on which the hghbt-house stands will be swept 
| away and the commerce of the port be destroyed. 
| I cannot better illustrate the true state of the 
case than by sending to the Clerk’s desk a letter 


that it may be read. 
| ‘The Clerk read, as follows: 


Unitep States Prer Orrice, 
Osweao, March 9, 1860. 

Sir: In reply to your letter making the inquiry as to the 
state of the harbor work at this place, | would most respect- 
fully state, that, for the want of the necessary appropria- 
| tions, it is now in a very precagious condition, and liable at 
any moment to be swept away by the lake storms. The 
stone masonry work whict connects the wooden pier with 
the shore has several large breaches in it, so that every 
storm assists in filling up the harbor, and which has al- 
ready rendered a considerable portion of it unfit for use. 

Should this state of things continue for another year, this 
| harbor will be rendered almost entirely useless. 

During the past year $10,000 was expended upon the 
| woed-work of it, which was insufficient even to make the 
temporary repairs required. } 
On the outside of the pier are large blocks of stone 
placed there as a protection to the work from the sea. 
| ‘These stones should be removed as soon as possible, as they 
are constantly moved by the waves against the work, and 
| are doing avast amount of injury to it. 

If the $30,000 appropriated by the last Congress could be 
used for the pier generally, the work of desolation migh* 
| be prevented, and both the light-house and pier saved. 
| tam, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant 

WILLIAM 8. MALCOLM, 
Superintendent. 


In addition to this statement, I will read an ex- 
tract from the report of Colonel Graham, super- 
| intendent of topographical engineers, who says: 


| «The precarious condition of the works for the protec- 
| tion of this admirable commercial port was fully set forth 
| in my annual report for 1857, and an appropriation was 
earnestly asked for, in order to enable us to commence, with 
| the opening of the spring of 1858, the repairs which were 
| most needed. Unfortunately no aid was granted, and, as 
was fully anticipated and predicted in such an event, the 
work of dilapidation has gone on since the date of that re- 
port at a feartul rate. 

** It has been painful to look on and see portions of that 
| structure, consisting of heavy stone masonry, crumble in 
our very sight, without the means to check the work of 
desolation. 


‘* A timely appropriation would have saved a very large 
expenditure, which must now be applied to putting the 
works in an efficient and safe condition. ‘The local author- 
ities have liberally contributed a portion of the means ne- 
| cessary for the most urgent of the repairs that were needed, 
~~ they were not adequate for the remedy of the whole 
evil.” 

It appears clear and conclusive, therefore, from 
| these statements of the officers in charge of the 
pier and light-house, that soon, if an immediate 
| appropriation be not made to secure their protec- 
tion, they will both be swept away, and a com- 
merce, that amounted in 1858 to $19,281,023 62 
in imports, and $15,329,853 44 in exports, be de- 
stroyed. This appropriation ($30,000) was made 
by the last Congress; but owing to the doubtful 
language in which it was expressed in the act, 
the Light-House Board did not feel authorized to 
expend the a I cannot believe the commit- 
tee will agree to the motion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, to strike out this section of 
the bill, and thus defeat the appropriation of this 
$30,000, involving, as it does, such important 
interests. 

Mr. BRANCH, Thecommunication read, from 
the engineer in charge of the work, does not, so 
far as | could hear it, state any necessity for this 
pier in order to protect the light-house, but it is 
simply put upon the ground of a protection for 
the Sakon e have not heard that the Light- 
House Board has recommended any such ap- 
propriation. The Light-House Board does not 
appear to have reported to Congress that it is 
necessary, for the protection of the light-house at 
Oswego, that this appropriation should be made. 
The communication of the officer of the engineer 
department, having charge of such harbor im- 
provements at Oswego, states that this a 
ation is necessary for the protection of the harbor. 
He is doubtless correct. We have a bill already 
reported to this House for river and harbor im- 
provements. If this work is necessary for the 
protection of Oswego harbor, if it can be shown 
that it is necessary, then why are not gentlemen 
willing that it shall be embraced in the regular 
river and harbor appropriation bill’ 


| Hon. M. L. Lee. 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 
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Mr. ELIOT. 
North Carolina: that the light-house will be in- 
accessible unless this improvement is made. It 





is not for the improvement of the harbor, but for | 


I say this tothe gentleman from- 


Le ee of affording access to the light-house. | 


r. BRANCH. 
who ischarged with the care of all the light-houses 
in the United States, recommended that any ap- 
propriation should be made for this work? 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is no appropriation 
made in this bill. 

Mr. BRANCH. That does not alter the point 
atall. Has the Light-House Board reported to 
Congress that any appropriation is necessary to 
preserve the way to this light-housc? The gen- 
tleman says that no appropriation is made. I un- 
derstand that an appropriation of $30,000 is made. 

Mr JOHN COCHRANE. 1 am cognizant of 
the facts upon which this section is based. I have 
examined the locality; and | do say that the pier 
18 essential to the existence of the light-house. 
Every storm, as it sweeps through the breach in 
the pier, shocks and endangers the light-house. 
Teo preserve the light-house, we must preserve 
the pier. 

Mr. LEE. The gentleman’s statement is borne 
out by the facts, I indorse the statement fully. 

Mr. BRANCH. I insist that none of these 
river and harbor appropriations ought to be in- 


cluded in this bill, and that, too, while no quorum | 


is present. = 

Che question being on Mr. Baancn’s amend- 
ment, the committee divided, and there were eight 
votes in the affirmative. 

Mr. BRANCH. I demand acount on the other 
side. 

Mr. BINGHAM demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bincuam 
and Hatton were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 19, noes 78; no quorum voting. 

During the division, 

Mr. BRANCH said: If gentlemen will allow 
this tu be stricken out, so that we can have a vote 


upon it in the House, 1 will withdraw the demand | 


for tellers. 

Objection was made. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
ent, the Clerk will call the roll. 

The roll was called; and Mr. Cotrax having 
taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. Etu- 
ERIDGE reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 


No quorum being pres- | 


Has the Light-House Board, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





had under consideration a bill (H.R. No. 501) | 


making appropriations for sundry civil expenses | 


of the Government for the year ending June 30, 


1861, and finding itself without a quorum, had | 
caused the roll to be called, and had directed him | 
to report the names of the absentees to the House. | 


The following are the names of the absentees: 


Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Thomas L. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Blair, Bocock, 
Bonham, Bouliguy, Boyce, Brown, Burch, Burnett, Burn- 
ham, Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Horace F. Clark, John 
Bi, Clark, Clenrens, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, Conkling, 
Corwin, Cox, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curtis, Davidson, 
H. Winter Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Dimmick, 
Pann, Edmundson, English, Farnsworth, Ferry, Fouke, 
Garmeu, Graham, Hale, Hall, Hamilton, Hardeman, Has- 
kin, Hawkins, Hetmick, Hickman, Hill, Hindman, Hum- 
on ono Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, William Kellogg, 


cenyon, Kilgore, Kankel, Lamar, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, | 
Longnecker, Love, Maclay, Marston, Charies D. Martin, | 


MeClernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millward, Laban 
T. Moore, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, 
Morse, Noell, Olin, Palmer, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, 
Pouer, Pryor, Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Rust, Scott, Scranton, 
Sickles, Simims, Singleton, William Smith, Somes, Spauld- 
ing, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, Stevenson, William 
Stewart, ‘Taylor, Thayer, +, 


Wood, and Woodson, 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
of the House. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
now adjourn. 

Mr.SHERMAN,. We have but about seventy 
members present. We ought to finish this busi- 
ness to-day; and I therefore hope that the House 
will not adjourn, but that we will compel the at- 
tendance of absent members. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

A call of the House was ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Mlinois. I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Ohio how many mem- 
bers of the Committee of Ways and Means an- 
swered to their names upon the call of the roll. 


I move that there be a call 


I move that the House do 


; heaker, Train, Trimbic, Under- | 
wood, Vatiandigham, Vandever, Cadwalader C. Washburn, | 
tarnel Washbura, Webster, Whiteley, Wilson, Winsiow, 


rc 


THE 
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members of that committee. I know that there 
was one member of that committee who answered 
to his name, and that is all I-am responsible for. 
The roll was then called, when the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Thomas L. Anderson, 
William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, 
Beale, Blair, Bocock, Bonham, Bouligny, Boyce, Briggs, 
Brown, Burch, Burnett, Burnham, Burroughs, Campbell, 
Case, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clemens, Cobb, 
Clark B. Cochrane, Conkling, Corwin, Covode, Cox, James 
Craig, Crawford, Curtis, Davidson, Reuben Davis, De Jar- 
nette, Dimmick, Dunn, Edgerton, Edmundson, English, 
Farnsworth, Ferry, Fouke, Garnett, Graliam, Gurley, Hale, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hardeman, Haskin, Hawkins, Helmick, 


Hickman, Hill, Hindman, Hughes, Humpbrey, Jackson, | 
Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, | 


| Mr. GOOCH. 


| hour ago, saying that he was under necessity to 


Kunkel, Lamar, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Love, Maclay, 
Mallory, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, MceClernand, 
McPherson, McQueen, McRac, Miles, Millward, Laban T. 
Moore, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, 
Morse, Nixon, Noell, Palmer, Perry, Peyton, Phelps, Por 
ter, Potter, Pottle, Pryor, Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, James C. 
iobinson, Rust, Scott, Scranton, Sickles, Simms, Single- 
ton, William Smith, Someg Spaulding, Stallworth, Stan- 
ton, Stevens, Stevenson, William Stewart, Tappan, Tay- 
lor, Thayer, 'Theaker, Train, Trimble, Underwood, Val- 
landigham, Vandever, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Israel 
Washburn, Webster, Whiteley, Wilson, Winslow, Wood, 
and Woodsva. 

During the call, 

Mr. HATTON stated that Mr. Hueues had 
paired off with Mr. Humpnrey. 

Mr. HOUSTON stated that Mr. BarkspaLe 
was confined to his room by severe illness. 

Mr. NIBLACK stated that Mr. Case had left 
the Hall during the course of the afternoon quite 
ill. 

Mr. BRANCH. I move that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would 
state that but one hundred and one members have 
answered to their names; and therefore, according 
to the rule, the Chair directs the doors to be closed. 

The doors were accordingly closed. 

Mr. BRANCH. I now insist upon my motion. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would | 


sate that the next thing in order is to call over 
the list of absentees, to see if sufficient excuses 
are presented. The Chair will have rule 63, which 
directs our mode of proceedure, read. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 

**63. Upon the cail of the TTouse, the names of the mem- 
bers shall be called over by the Clerk, and the absentees 
noted ; after which the names of the absentees shall again 
be called over; the doors shall then be shut, and the@e for 
whom no excuse orinsufficient excuses are made, may, by 
order of those present, if fifteen in number, be taken into 
custody as they appear, or may be sent for and taken into 
custody, wherever to be found, by special messengers to be 
appointed for that purpose.’’ 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. IL ask the consent of 
the House to say two or three words, in order to 
see if I cannot obviate this difficulty into which 
we have fallen. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would 
state that remarks are not in order. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. They are, by unan- 
imous consent. I only desire to see if we cannot 
get out of our trouble, and permit this bill to pass. 

Mr. WOODRUFF. 1 want the names of the 


absentees called over, that we may know who | 


they are, and what excuses can be offered for 
them. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the list of 
absentees, as follows. 

Green Apams. No excuse offered. 

Garnett B. Apraiw. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas L. Anperson. No excuse offered. 

WiuiaM C. Anperson. No excuse offered. 

Joun D. Asumore. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to state, in réference 
to Mr. Asumore, that he was taken suddenly sick 
in the House this afternoonand was compelled to 
retire from the Hall. Before leaving, however, 
Ke paired off with Mr. Tavern, of Massachusetts. 

A Voice. Pairs have nothing to do with this 
ease. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do no not mention the fact 
of a pairas an excuse. I know he was ill; he had 
complained for some time, and when he left the 
Hall he was quite sick. 

Mr.GARTRELL. It is known that Mr. Asn- 
MORE is very constant in his attendance upon the 
meetings of the House, and therefore, under the 
circumstances detailed by the gentleman from 
Texas, I move that Mr. Asumore be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


L GLOBE. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I cannot answer for other | 
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Writtam Barkspace. 
* Mr. QUARLES. I desire to state that Mr 
BarkspDALe is confined to bis room by sickness. 
and is unable to be present. I move that he be 
excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Tuomas J. Barr. 

Mr. JONN COCHRANE. bexpect Mr. Bang 
is sick. [Laughter.} If he is not, he ought to 
be; and, if he is, he ought to be excused. [Laugh- 


“ 
he motion was not agreed to. 


J.R.Barretrr. No excuse offered. 

Samve. S. Brarr. No excuse offered. 
Tuomas 8. Bocock. 

Mr. Bocock came to me an 


leave the Hall. I thought he looked very pale at 
the time. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
| excused. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. What is the ex- 
| cuse? e 
Mr. BRANCH. He looked pale. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Upon that ground the gen- 
| tleman from North Carolina and myself could 


I move that Mr. Bococx be 








| 
| 
| 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| Mr. ETHERIDGE. 
| 


not get excused at all. His color and mine are 
| so deep that we could not look pale. (Laughter. 
| ‘The motion was not agreed to. 


Muttence L. Bonuam. 
Joun E. Boutteny. 
WiruiaMm W. Boyce. 
GeorceE Brices. No excuse offered. 

Joun C. Burcu. No excuse offered. 

Henry C. Burnett. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. Burnett said he was sick 
with hunger. He called hunger a disease; and as 
hunger kills people sometimes, I suppose it is a 
disease. Therefore, 1 move that he be excused. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Aurrep A. Burneam. No excuse offered. 
Siras M. Burrovens. Excused on account of 
sickness. 
James H. Campsett. No excuse offered. . 
Cuarves Case. No excuse offered. 
Horace F. Cirark. No excuse offered. 
Joun B. Ctark. No excuse offered. 
Suerrarp CLemens. No excuse offered. 
I ask to be permitted to 
withdraw, on my parol of honor to return in 
| thirty or forty minutes. [Cries of ** Agreed!” 


No excuse offered. 
No excuse offered. 
No excuse offered. 





‘“* Acreed!”’ There is precedent for it!’’] 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the gentleman 
| from Tennessee be excused for thirty minutes. 
| Mr. VANCE. I move to amend, by asking 
the gentleman to take mealong withhim. [Laugh- 
| ter.] 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. [ask the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania whether he would not 
follow up his motion, by asking that he should 
be excused himself? 


Mr. FLORENCE. Very likely I would. 


Wiruiamson R.W.Coss. No excuse offered. 
Roscoe Conkunc. No excuse offered. 
Tuomas Corwin. No excuse offered. 
| Joun Covone. 
| Mr. REAGAN. I move that Mr. Covope be 
| excused, as he had to leave on business. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I presume he is hunting up 
evidence for his committee. 
Mr. FLORENCE. | think my colleague ought 


| to be excused. I saw him in Crea. with some 


| very clever constituents of mine, official gentle- 
‘ 


| men, from Philadelphia. I have no doubt he is 
| extending to them the courtesy of a Pennsylva- 
| nia Representative, and | think he ought to be 
excused, 

Mr. Covope was not excused. 


Burton Craice. No excuse offered. 
Martin J. Crawrorp. No excuse offered. 

| Samvet R. Curtis. 

Mr. PEYTON. The gentleman from Iowa 
| [Mr. Curtis] is absent on account of sickness, 
and I hope he will be excused. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can say that I left Mr. 
Curtis sick last night, and he was sick when he 
left here. He ought to be excused. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I should like to. ask what 
has become of the gentleman’s (Mr. Currts] 1n- 
fants—tRe Territorres and States—that he was in 
trouble about the other day? [Laughter.] 





Mr.FLORENCE. They were weaned last week. 
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Mr. GROW. The Democratic party put them 
to nurse. [Laughter.] , 
Mr. Curtis was excused. 


Tuomas G. Davipson. , 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, moved that Mr. 
Davipson be excused on account of his general 
feeble health. : 

The motion was agreed to. 


H. Wiyter Davis. No excuse offered. 

Revsen Davis. 

Mr. RUFFIN. Mr. Davis has been confined 
to his bed for several days, and is quite sick. I 
move that he be Sault 

The motion was agreed to, 


Danie. C. De Jarnette. No excuse offered. 

WuiuiaM H. Dimnick. 

Mr. FLORENCE. My colleague, [Mr. Dim- 
mick,}has been absent from the House some time. 
| understand that he is at home at Easton, indis- 
posed. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


W. McKee Dunn. No excuse offered. 

Sipney Epcerton. No excuse offered. 

Henry A. Epmunpson. No excuse offered. 

Wiruran H. Enewisu. 

Mr. KILGORE stated that Mr. Enerisu was 
out of the city, and had been for some time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. He should not be out of the 


city. 

Nir. KILGORE. Well, he cannot be here. 

Mr. GROW. That is the very reason we 
should call him. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gen- 
tleman move to excuse his colleague ? 

Mr. KILGORE. Yes; on account of his being 
absent from the city. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Joun F. Farnswortn. No excuse offered. 

Orris S. Ferry. No excuse offered. 

Puiuipe B. Foure. No excuse offered. 

Muscoe R. H. Garnett. No excuse offered. 

James H. Granam. No éxcuse offered. 

Joun A. Gurtey. No excuse offered. 

James T. Hate. No excuse offered. 

Cuapin Hartzt. No excuse offered. 

Anprew J. Hamitton. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas Harpeman. No excuse offered. 

Joun B. Haskin. No excuse offered 

Georce 8S. Hawkins. No excuse offered. 

Wiritiam Heumick. No excuse offered. ° 

Joun Hickman. No excuse offered. 

Josuvua Hitt. No excuse offered. 

Tuomas C. HirypMan. 

Mr. QUARLES. Mr. Hinpmawn has been ab- 
sent for the last ten or fifteen days, having been 
called home on account of sickness in his family. 
I move that he be éxcused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Georce W. Hvuenes. No excuse offered. 
James Humeruer. No excuse offered. 
James Jackson. No excuse offered, 

Apert G. Jenkins. No excuse offered. 

Joun J. Jones. No excuse offered. 

Lawrence M. Keirr. No excuse offered. 

Wiruiam Kettoce. No excuse offered. 

Wituiam 8. Kenyon. 

Mr. BEALE. On Saturday last, Mr. Kenyon 
received a telegraphic dispatch announcing the 
serious illness of one of his children, and he has 
gone home. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Daviw Kircore. No excuse offered. 

Jacos M. Kunxex. No excuse offered. 

Lucivs Q@. C. Lamar. No excuse offered. 

Cuar.es H. Larrnasge. No excuse offered. 

Sueuton F, Leake. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I desire to say that 
last week Mr. Leake was called home to attend 


to the défense in an important criminal case, in | 
which he was employed befure he took his seat | 


in Congress. J think, under the circumstances, 


as he is performing a duty which was imposed on | 


him before he became a member of Congress, he 
ought to be excused. I move, therefore, that he 
excused, 
The motion was not agreed to. 
Joun A. Logan. No excuse offered. 
Henry C. Lonenscuxer. No excuse offered. 
Peter E. Love. No excuse offered. 
Wiuiam B. Mactar. No excuse offered. 
opertT Maxtory. 
Mr. BOTELER. I desire to say that Mr. 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 









Ma tory is quite sick. I was surprised to find 
him in the Hall this moraing. He complained 
very much, and has been sick for two or three 
days. I move that he be excused 

he motion was agreed to. 


Cuartes D. Martin. No excuse offered. 

Ecsert S. Martin. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Aboutamonth ago, 
Mr. Martin wascalled home in consequence of the 
illness of his wife, who is yet extremely ill, as I 
am informed, with a pulmonary disease which 
does not admit of his being here. I move, there- 
fore, that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Jonn A. McCLernanp. 
Epwarp McPuerson. 
Joun McQueen. No excuse offered. 

Joun J. McRae. No excuse offered. 

W. Porcuer Mires. No excuse offered. 

Wiruiam Mittwarp. No excuse offered, 

Lasan T. Moore. No excuse offered. 

Justin S. Morritzt. No excuse offered. 

Epwarp Joy Morris. No excuse offered. 

Isaac N. Morris. No excuse offered. 

Freeman H. Morse. No excuse offered. 

Joun T. Nixon. No excuse offered. 

Joun W. Noeiit. No excuse offered. 

ABRAHAM B. Ourn. No excuse offered. 

Greorce W. Parmer. No excuse offered. 

Joun U. Pettit. Noexcuse offered. 

Samue. O. Peyron. No excuse offered. 

Joun S. PHetps. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that Mr. 
Puecps be excused on account of his great age; 
he is the oldest member of the House. 
ter.] 

Mr. VANCE. Then he ought set a better 
example to the young members. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Arsert G. Porter. No excuse offered. © 

Joun F. Porver. No excuse offered. 

Emory B. Pottte. 

Mr. FENTON. My colleague, Mr. Porrie, 
left the House within the past half hour, and since 
this call commenced, for the reason, as he in- 
formed me, that he was too unwell to remain. I 
know that he had complained of ill-health during 
the afternoon, and believe that it was imprudent 
for him to remain longer. I move that he be ex- 
cused. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Rocer A. Pryor. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I move that Mr. 
Pryor be excused. He was in the House during 
the greater part of the day. His father, who lives 
in Virginia, called to see him to-day, and I think 
it is but proper that he should be excused. 
(Laughter. } 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Joun H. Reynotps. No excuse offered. 
Axexanver H. Rice. No excuse offered. 
Jetur R. Riages. No excuse offered. 
James C. Ropinson. No excuse offered. 
Apert Rust. No excuse offered. 
Cuarues L. Scorr. No excuse offered. 
Georce W. Scranton. No excuse offered. 
Dantet E. Sickies. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. My colleague is 
absent in New York, | believes under the order 
of the House, and executing its order. I move 
that he be excused. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Witiiam E. Sms. 
Wixuiam Smitn. No excuse offered. 
Dantet E. Somes. No excuse offered. 
Evsrivce G. Spautpine. No excuse offered. 
James A. Stattwortn. No excuse offered. 
Bensamin Stanton. No excuse offered. 
Tuappevs Stevens. No excuse offered. 
Joun W.Srevenson. No excuse offered. 
WiruiaM Stewart. No excuse offered. 
Mason W. Tappan. No excuse offered. 
Mires Taytor. No excuse offered. 
Eur Tuayver. No excuse offered. 
Tuomas C. Tueaxer. No excuse offered. 
Cuarres R. Train. No excuse offered. 
Carey A. Trimsie. No excuse offered. 
Joun W.H. Unpverwoop. No excuse offered. 
Crement L. Vatuanpicuam. No excuse of- 
fered. 
WiriiaMm Vanpever. No excuse offered. 
CapwaLaper C. Wasupurn. 


No excuse offered. 
No excuse offered. 


No excuse offered. 


[Laugh- | 











Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man from Wisconsin is absent from the city. I 
move that he be excused. 

Mr. STEWART, of Marylard. I think all 
members who are absent from the city ought to 
be excused. If you do not do it, the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, under the order of the House, will have 
to go after them; and it will be attended with con- 
siderable expense, either to the Government or to 
the unfortunate members sent after. 

Mr. GROW. We should suspend the call be- 
fore he could get to Wisconsin. : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I withdraw 
the motion. 

Epwin H. Wessrter. No excuse offered. 

Wiiuam G. Wuarretey. No excuse offered. 

James Wiison. No excuse offered. 

Warren WinsLow. 

Mr. CURRY. I noticed this morning, while 


| the Japanese embassy were upon the floor, that 
| the gentleman frorh North Carolina was devoted 
in his attentions to them. I suppose he is extend- 


ing proper notional courtesies now to the great 


| Tycoon, and | move that he be excused. (Laugh- 


' Jeman from Jeddo. 


ter. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is that ‘the same old 
coon?’’ [Laughter.] 

Mr. VANCE. He has paired off with the gen- 
[Renewed laughter.]} 
The motion was not agreed to. 
Joun Woop. No excuse offered. 
Samvet H. Woopson. No excuse offered. 
Mr. BRANCH. The roll has now been called 


|| through for excuses; and I move that further pro- 








ceedings in the call be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The Chair re- 
orts to the House that there is no quorum in the 
Tall yet. 

Mr. BRANCH. We may as well have the 
yeas and nays on my motion while the Sergeant- 
at-Arms is going after the absentees. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Sergeant- 
at-Arms has not yet been ordered to go after the 
absentees. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms be directed to arrestand bring to the bar 
of the House the members reported absent for 
whom sufficient excuses have not been rendered, 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I move to 
amend by confining the order to those who are in 
the city. . 

Mr. BRANCH. Such an amendment is not 
in order, unless they are excused from attend- 
ance. We are bound to send for all alike. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The rule of the 
House lays down the course of proceeding under 
the call; and it requires all to be sent for who are 
not excused. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. IT suppose the 
passage of such an order would have the effect of 
excusing them. If itis necessary, however, to 
arrive at the result, | would move to reconsider 
the vote by which these gentlemen were not ex- 
cused, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion of 
the gentleman from Ohio is a privileged motion, 
and will take precedence of the one the gentleman 
rae to submit. 

r. ELY. I desire to say to the House that 
Mr. Vanpever is stated to be sick, and in bed. 
If it is in order, I would move that he be excused. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. - It is in order, if 
there be no objection. 

There being no objection, Mr. VaNDEVER was 
accordingly excused. 

Mr. SPINNER. I have been trying to get the 
floor to state that my colleague, Mr. Parmer, 
has gone home on account of the serious indis- 
position of his wife. 

Mr. MILLSON sought the floor. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The motion of 
the gentleman from Ohio is a privileged motion, 
and is not debatable, and the Chair desires to put 
it without further interruption. 

Mr. MILLSON. It is to amend that motion 
that I rise. I move to amend so as to provide 
that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to have the 
absent members at the bar of the House at its 
meeting to-morrow at eleven o’clock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The only difficulty in the 
way of that course is, that an adjournment dis- 
— with all further proceedings under the 
call. 


Mr. MILLSON. Ido not think that it does. 
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Mr. GROW. The same question came up in- 
the last Congress, and the Speaker decided that 
an adjournment dispensed with all further pro- 
ceedings under the call, 

Mr. MILLSON. | am very well aware of that; 
and Lam also aware that our worthy and very 
competent clerk, in his work on the Rules of the 
House, gives the opinion that al] proceedings in 
the call are terminated by an adjournment; but 
that opinion, expressed by Mr. Speaker Orr, was, 
J am sure, an ill-considered one; and I have the 
assurance tlfat the opinion expressed by our 
clerk in his book was given merely because a sim- 
ilar opinion had been thrown out by the Speaker, 
without meeting the sanction or jadgmentof Mr. 
Barclay himseif. ‘There is really no reason in the 


} 
|| cessary that he should sometimes be absent from 


state that it is not usual to call the name of the 


Speaker. The arduous duties devolved upon the 
Speaker during a protracted session makes it ne- 


i| the House. 


world why this House shall not direct absentees | 


to be brought to the bar at its next meeung. If 
they have incurred a forfeiture, they owe the pen- 
alty of that forfeiture, and we can exact it at any 
time. 
that this question should be properly settled. I 
think it would be better that the motion I suggest 


should be adopted, even if it should have the ef- | 


fect of a total abrogation of the call. I presume 
the object sought to be accomplished by the call 
has already been secured. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia if it is his opinion that the adjournment 
of the House would do away with the call ? 

Mr. MILLSON. No, sir. 

Mr. HOUSTON, That seems to be the appre- 
hension of members. Now, | will suggest that 


Mr. GROW. I presume he is with Governor 
Wiuns.ow, attending to the national courtesies. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Brancu; and it was decided in the negative—ycas 
34, nays 57; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Avery, Babbitt, Beale, Boteler, Brab- 
son, Branch, Buflinton, Clopton, Jotun Cochrane, Curry, 
Davidson, Etheridge, Florence, Gartrell, Gilmer, John 'T. 
Harris, Hatton, Hoard, Holman, Houston, William How 
ard, Landrum, Maynard, Milison, Montgomery, Sydenham 
Moore, Nelson, Niblack, Pendicton, Reagan, Royce, Wil- 
laim N. H. Smith, Thomas, and Wright—34. 

NAYS — Messrs. Charles F. Adains, Aldrich, Ashley, 
Bingham, Bristow, Burlingame, Butterfield, Carey, Carter, 
Coltax, Jameg Craig, Delano, Ducil, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Fenton, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Grow, William A. 
Howard, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 


At all events, I think It would be better || Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mars- 


ton, McKean, Moorhead, Perry, Quarles, Christopher Rob- 


inson, Ruffin, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spinner, | 
| James A. Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Stratton, Vanee, Van | 
Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Ellihu B. Wash- 


; burne, Wells, Windom, and Woodruff—57. 


even if, by the adjournment of the House, these | 


absent members would be discharged, yet we 
could take a recess for one hour, without produc- 


ing any such effect; and if this call is to be per- | 
sisted in, | would like to have a recess for that | 
tume, While the Sergeant-at-Arms is employed in | 


running down these delinquents; and in the mean 
time we could go home and get our dinners, and 
come back in time for them to be presented at the 
bar of the House. 

Mr. GROW. I will say to the gentleman from 
Alabama that the object of the call, as I under- 
stand it, is to compel the attendance of a quorum; 
and if we allow those that are here to go away, 
how are we going to get it? 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is no difficulty about 
it. If we take a recess, when we meet again those 
gentlemen will he here. The Journal will show 
who are the absentees; and we can take them up 
and try them one by one, just as I have seen the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania tried. 

Mr. GROW. 
fie never saw me tried. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Nor you me. 

Mr. GROW. 
a very narrow escape. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The doors of the House 
must be closed by the rules of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ah, well; if the rules of the 
House close the doors, | withdraw my proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. FLORENCE, 


throw open the doors of the House, nothing will 


1 have seen the gentleman have | 


1 beg the gentleman’s pardon. || 


| lieve. 


If we take a recess, and || 


come out of this call; we might just as well ad- || 


journ at once, 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
recess is not in order. 


cided that it is not in order for the House to take | 


a recess during a call of the House, and for that 
reason the Chair overrules the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. If itis out of order to take 


a recess during the call of the House, it is also | 


out of order for the House to adjourn during a 
eall, with the understanding that the call is to be 
continued. The question is on the motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Suerman.] 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was xeccordingly dis- 
patched in search of the absent members. 

Mr. BRANCH. [now renew my motion that 
all further proceedings in the call be dispensed 
with; and on that mouon I call for the yeas and 
nays. We have got to remain here while the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms is gone after the absentces; and we 
might as well spend our time in this as in any 
other way. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STOUT. I desige to inquire whether the 
Speaker of the House is reporfed as on the list of 
absentees, 


So the House refused to suspend further pro- 
ceedings under the call 

Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. TOMPKINS stated that he was unwell 
and unable to attend longer, and asked to be ex- 


, cused for the night. 


No objection being made, Mr. Tompkins was 
excused, 


Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio, asked to be exeused | 


for forty minutes, for the purpose of going home 
to get his dinner, and returning. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore stated that the 
motion was not in order, except by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. SPINNER asked the unanimous consent 
of @he House,to excuse his colleague, Mr. Pat- 


MER, Who was away in consequence of sickness | 


in his family. 

No objection being made, Mr. Parmer was 
excused. ‘° 

Mr. FOSTER asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to excuse his colleague, Mr.Somes, 
who was absent from the city. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. DAVIDSON asked that his colleague on 
the Committee on Enrolled Bills, Mr. Tueaxer, 
be excused on account of indisposition, 


No objection being made, Mr. Tueaxer was | 


excused. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chairsup- 
poses the gentleman from Louisiana would like 
to have a reconsideration in his own case, of the 
vote excusing him. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Case is sick, I be- 
{Cries of ** Oh, no; that will not do;’’ and 
laughter. } 

The vote was announced, as above recorded. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio. I move*again to be 
excused for forty minutes. I did not feel well 
yesterday, and perhaps ought not to be here to- 
day. I only desire to go home for the purpose 


of getting something to eat, and then to return to | 
|| see the remainder of this farce out. 
A motion fot a || 

' 
It has been expressly de- | 


Mr. FLORENCE. If thisis a farce, I suppose 
we shall have a fragedy by and by. I am very 
willing to excuse everybody, except myself. I 
would let all the rest go home, and then [ would 


follow them. [Laughter.} I have been here since 


j 
| 
| 
i 


eleven o’clock this morning, in the performance 
of my duty, and | think it is time the House 
should adjourn. There is plenty of time to debate 
the subject, if the gentleman so desires. He may, 
if he wants to, go on with his remarks for sixty 
minutes. If he does go on for an hour, I want to 
inform him that I will take as long to answer him. 
It is unusual to begin on occasions of this kind 


/ with a faree, as has been done in this instance; 


but, however that may be, I am sure that we will 
have the heavy tragedy before long. I am will- 
ing that gentlemen should enjoy the fun, in which 
I know most of us have participated, but when 
we have a little of that which draws tears from 


our eyes, I hope that the gentleman from Ohio 
| will not leave us. 


(Laughter. ] 

Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio. I am a new mem- 
ber here, and I do not know how far this thing 
will go. I have a valid reason, | think, for ask- 
ing to be excused. I was sick yesterday, and I 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will || am not well to-day. I have been here since eight 
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o’clock this morning, without having anything to 
eat. All I desire now is, that I may be allowed 
to go out and get something to eat, in order that 
I may not get sick again. I promise to return to 
the Hall, and to learn, as well as I can, all that 
may transpire in the further prosecution of this 
proceeding. 

Mr. FLORENCE. You must stay to learn 
everything. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio. My friend from 
Pennsylvania says that he was never ill, and that 
he never will be. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Oh, no, sir; not me. I am 
sick sometimes. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio. If he is never sick 
he can manage to stay during these long sessiuns, 
[am not very well. 1 have been sick for a day 
I have been here for many hours, with- 
out anything to eat. I wantto learn all that goes 


| on here; and in order that I may continue well 
| enough to stay, | want something to eat, 


Mr.GARTRELL. I hope that the gentleman 
from Ohio will be excused. 

Mr. BRANCH. .We are calling the House for 
a quorum ¢ It appears to be the determination of 
the majority to stay here until we do geta quorum. 
Every member that we excuse, or who absents 
himself, makes it necessary to bring in more of 
the absenteesfor whom we have sent the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, and it will make the time longer before 
we can release ourselves, While I cannot object 
to any gentleman who is sick going away, | must 
object to any gentleman being excused - for the 
purpose of getting something to eat. Nobody is 


| suffering for the want of something to eat more 


than | am. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let me make a suggestion 
to the House. This morning we know what a 
struggle the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wasu- 
BURNE] made to fling out the Lincoln flag. I sug- 


|| gest thathe be allowed to exercise himself on that 


subject now. What better time could there be? 


| [Laughter.] I am sure that we will remain here 
| to hear him, for if he starts out with his speech, 


being locked in, we are bound to stay until he con- 
cludes, atany rate. [Renewed laughter.] We have 
to stay here, and why should we not put our time 
to the best use that we can? We will save an 


| hour of the time of the House if my suggestion 
_ be followed; because my friend from Llinois will 


| get eff that speech; and if not now, he will do so 





when the House is in a condition to do business. 
I move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Unicon, in order that 
the gentleman from Illinois may “yg all he wants 
to in an hour about Lincoln, whoever he is. 
[Laughter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That motion is 
not now in order. The question is on the motion 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr Howarp,] that 
he be excused for forty minutes. 

Mr.GARTRELL. [hope the case of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio will be disposed of. I want it 
disposed of, because I desire to make an appeal 
to the House on my own behalf, not to get some- 
thing to eat, because if I were home, I could not 
eat, but on account of sickness. I have been here 
since eleven o’clock this morning, and have been 
constantly in my seat attending to the business 
of the House, and it is now eight o’clock in the 
evening. I haye been unwell for several days 
with the chills, and I have been taking medicine, 
and for me to stay here longer may seriously en- 
danger my health. As no business will be done 
to-night—indeed, as no buisness can be trans- 
acted—I would be obliged to the House if it would 
give me leave of absence for the remainder of this 


sitting. I donot make the rem for the purpose 
of getting anything to eat, but because I think 
| that my longer stay will injure my health. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gentle- 
man from Georgia is one of those who have re- 
mained with us for the transaction of the public 
business, and I hope that he will be excused from 
further attendance. j 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The first question 
is on the motion ofche gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I have a great 
constitutional question to make. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. RUFFIN. Expound. 

Mr. STEWART. It is a great question; and 
I should like to hear my friends from Virginia dis- 
cuss it. 1 ugderstand that a certain number here 
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have the power of coercing the attendance of ab- 
sentees. That implies necessarily that those who 
are here should remain. Here is the question I 
want solved: have those who have the right to 
compel the attendance ofabsent members the right 
to excuse themselves, or to grant themselves leave 
of absence? [Laughter.) If so, upon what con- 
stitutional grounds do we excuse ourse!ves? [Re- 
newed laughter.}] How do we undertake to ex- 
cuse members now here, when we have the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms hunting up those who are absent? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE, If the gentleman from 
Maryland will allow me, [ will make a statement. 


I think, if we will, we can accomplish something. | 


There are members enough outside the Hall who, 
if admitted, will make a quorum, enable us to 
finish the bill that we have in committee, and then 
to adjourn. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Sergeant-at- | 


Arms wishes to make a report. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared at the barof the | 
House, having in custody, under the order of the || 


House, Messrs. Barr, Stanton, EpGerrton, and | 


STALLWORTH. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, allow me to say 
aword, [Cties of ** Object!’ ** Object!’’] 

Mr. GARTRELL. 1 withdraw my appeal to 
be excused from further attendance. 

Mr. BOTELER. I understand, sir, that the 
gentleman from Georgia is here contrary to the 
advice of his physician, and I trust that we will 
do ourselves the credit of instantly excusing him 
from further service. We all know how atten- 
tive he has been to the business of the House. 
I move that he have leave of absence for the re- 
mainder of this sitting. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to grant- 
inf leave of absence to the gentleman from Geor- 

ia? 

. There was no objection; and Mr. Garrrewi 
was unanimously granted leave of absence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Barr, you 
have aksented yourself from the sittings of this 
House without the leave of the House, and being 
brought to the bar of the House, you will state 
what excuse you have to make for your absence. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not know but it is the 
duty of the Speaker [cries of ** Order tad to inquire 
of the gentleman whether he has counsel. [Laugh- 


“J 

r. BARR. If the gentleman wishes to vol- 
unteer as counsel, I will accept his services; but 
I cannot pay him any fee. [Laughter.] 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. The gentle- 
man from New York seems very much embar- 
rassed, and I move that he be excused upon the 
payment of costs. [Laughter.] 

Ir. SHERMAN. Nothing is in order, I 
believe, until we have heard the excuse. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Excuses are first 
to be heard, and motions can be made afterwards. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. But he stands 
mute. [(Laughter.] He stands mute. 

Mr. BARR. Gentlemen will not give me a 
chance to be heard, for they all talk themsclves. 
For the last two or three days, in the neighbor- 
hood of four or five o’clock, this House has been 





| 
| 


in such tumult, noise, and confusion, that it has | 


made my head ache, and has obliged me to go out 
to get the fresh air. It has been more like a town 
meeting here than anything else; and I could not 
stand it. I have no farther excuse to offer; and 
I have only to express the hope, in conclusion, 
that gentlemen here will so conduct themsclves 
hereafter that others may not be driven away from 
business. If they will do that, I will remain here 
and help them; but if they are going to hold town 
meetings here every afternoon, I shall beg to be 
excused. 

Mr. GROW. I move that the gentleman be 
excused upon the payment of the fees. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move that he be fined ten 
dollars and costs. , 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move to amend 
the amendment by excusing him unconditionally. 
He is evidently deranged. [Laughter.} Why, 
sir, would he have come back to this House had 
he had not been deranged? I hope the House 
will unanimously pass the amendment to the 
amendment. Let us have no more trifling here. 
en) 

Mr. MILLSON. I wish to say a word. I sub- 
mitted the motion to the House because, if we 
are engaged in the serious duty enjoined upon us 


|| Mr. MILLSON. 


by the Constitution of compelling the attendance 
of absent members, we have the right to expect 
that gentlemen who are delinquent, and brought 
| to the bar of the House in the custody of the offi- 
| cers of the House, would appreciate their own 
position, and at least refrainfrom comments upon 
| the conduct of their triers, and offer such excuse 
as the occasion seemed to render proper. If 


suspend proceedings and adjourn the better. 
{** Right!’ **Right!’’] But, if we are holding 
gentlemen to a responsibility for their absence, 
we have a right to expect that gentlemen will 
observe, in the excuses they offer, at least a show 
_of respect for the ‘authority of the House. Hav- 
ing said thus much simply for the purpose of 
vindicating the ground upon which 1 submitted 
| the motion, and, as the motion has not been here- 
tofore usual, I withdraw it. 

Mr. BARR. Far be it from me to do anything, 
or to say anything, which would look like dis- 
courtesy to this House. I was brought in here 
under arrest; and if I have said anything or done 
anything which looks like a breach of decorum, 
or of the rules of this House, I am willing to 


'make the amplest apology for it, and to abide | 


| by whatever judgment the House may see fit to 
| pronounce upon me. 

It is due to the gentleman 
| from New York to say that the remarks | sub- 
| mitted were addressed not so much to him as to 
| the general spirit in which these proceeding were 
| being conducted in this Hall. 

| The question was taken; and Mr. Barr was 
| excused on payment of fees. 

| Mr. Stanton’s name was next called. 

| The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Stanton, 
| you have been absent from this House without 
| its leave. What excuse have you to render for it? 
Mr. STANTON. I am now in my seventh 
| session of service in this House, and this is.the 
first time I have been absent during a call of the 
House. I came into the Hall at eleven o’clock 
this morning, and remained until seven o’clock 
this evening, in very good health; and conse- 


|| quently my appetite admonished me that it was 


| ume for dinner. I went to dinner; and while re- 
turning I met the Sergeant-at-Arms at the Capi- 
tol steps, and here I am to submit to the demands 
of the House, whatever they may be. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I move that the gen- 
tleman be excused, without the payment of fees. 


| 


we are merely. enacting a farce, the sooner we | 


Mr. SPINNER. I desire to inform the House | 








that in all cases where gentlemen are excused | 


| without the payment of fees, the contingent fund 
| of the House will be charged with the fees. 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Then, with the 
leave of the House, I will modify my own mo- 
| tion,and move that the gentleman be excused 


upon the payment of the fees, and I will say, at | 
| the same time, that I would prefer that he should 
|| absence? 


| be excused unconditionally. 
| Mr, STANTON. I do not desire to be an ex- 
aoe to the general rule. 

Mr. BRANCH. By way of amendment, I 


| submit the motion that the gentleman be excused | 


|altogether. It is due that 1 should say that I 
shall then recur to the case of the gentleman from 
— York, (Mr. Barr,] and move to excuse him 
| also. 
Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I think the 
| gentleman should be excused only upon the pay- 
| ment of costs, otherwise it is but a farce to send 
| the Sergeant-at-Arms after these absent gentle- 
| men. L like to see the House enforce its authority. 
| If gentlemen offer valid excuses, sufficient to jus- 


| tify their absence, that is enough. But the gentle- | 


man from Ohio comes in here and says he was in 
| fine condition, and that his good health had ad- 
| monished him that he had better get his dinner; 
and upon his own responsibility, without asking 
the consent of the House, and leaving other mem- 


discharge their duty to the country, he goes home 
and gets his dinner. We have Somes nere from 
eleven o’clock until a quarter past eight without 
food, and now the gentleman from Ohio, after hav- 
ing fortified himself with a good dinner, comes in 
here and submits himself to the judgment of the 
House. I move that he be excused only upon the 
payment of the fees. 

he question was taken u 
of Mr. 
agreed to. 


n the amendment 


bers to take the responsibility of attempting to | 











RANCH to the motion; and it was not | 


The motion of Mr. Craic, of Missouri, was 
| agreed to; and Mr. Stanton was excused upon 


the payment of the fees, 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Epcerrton, 
you have absented yourself from the House with- 
out its leave. What excuse have you to offer for 

that absence ? 

Mr. EDGERTON. Mr. Speaker, for some 
days past I have been hardly able to attend the 
sittings of the House. I came here this morning 
at the usual hour and remained here during the 
day. I answered to my name on the call of the 
House, and then went to my dinner, supposing 
that I could return before another vote would be 
taken. As I returned, | was met in the Hall by 
one of the officers of the House. I venture to 
say that, during the entire session, no member 
has been more punctual in his attendance than 
myself; butd do not say this in extenuation of 
any punishment which the House may see proper 
to inflict. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I move that 
the gentleman from Ohio be excused, on the pay- 
ment of costs, 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. Srattwortn next appeared at the bar, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Stat- 
wortH, you have been absent from the House 
without its leave. What excuse have you to 
offer for your absence? 

Mr. STALLWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I was 
in attendance during most of the day; and not 
feeling well, | paired off with Mr. McPnerson. 
Learning, when I was down in the city, that there 
was some business going on at the House which 
required the attendance of members, I got a hack 
and went to Mr. McPuerson’s lodgings. I could 
not find him there, however. [came and reported 
| myself at the door, and was arrested by the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms. 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. I did not hear my 
colleague’s name called among the absentees, or 
| L should have announced the fact of his being in- 
disposed, as it is known to the House that he has 
been indisposed during the whole session. 

Mr. HATTON. I move that the gentleman 
from Alabama be excused unconditionally. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. And I move, as 
an amendment to that, that he be excused from 
further attendance this evening. 

Mr. HATTON. LI accept the amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms here appeared at the 
bar of the House, and announced that he had in 
custody, in pursuance of the order of the House, 
Messrs. Conxuiine, Crark of Missouri, and Ap- 
RAIN. 
| The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


Mr. Conkune, 
a have been absent from the House without 
eave. What excuse have you to render for your 


| Mr. CONKLING. Mr. Speaker, I imagine 
that I have as little excuse as any gentleman who 
was absent. [ will state here precisely the ex- 
cuse which I have, and the excuse which I have 
not, 
Since 1 have been a member of the House, 
which was only since the commencement of this 
' session, | have never been alssent from this House, 
on a pair or in any other way, except bricfly and 
casually, for some reason that presented itself at 
the time. I haye been here repeatedly, waiting 
until long after my dinner hour, when there was 
no quorum here, and when, on going down town, 
I met a large number of gentlemen who had 
dined an hour or two before. I admit that the 
propriety and necessity of sitting here had be- 
come very vague in my mind, learning, as 1 
had done, that, as to the length of time the House 
should sit, and whether it should accomplish any 
business, was more a matter of caprice and tem- 
porary arrangement than of system. I say this 
without any disrespect to the House. Having 
had occasion to leave my hotel at a very early 
hour this morning, to attend to business, and hav- 
ing taken breakfast very early, 1 found, after six 
o’clock, the need of my dinner; and, supposing 
that the House was about to adjourn, | wentand 
dined. Learning afterwards that the House had 
not adjourned, [ returned here, and found the 
| doors closed. I did n&t meet the Sergeant-at- 
Arms. Jt was after I entered that I learned that 


|, there had been calls of the House, and that mem- 
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am like the tan who had a very bad cold, but 
said it was the best he had, [Laughter.] 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 


the gentleman from New York be excused, on the 
payment of fees. 
rhe motion was agrecd to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. ) 
ee have been absent from the House without 


Mr. Aprar, | 


eave. What excuse have you to render for your | 


absence? 

Mr. ADRAIN. Mr. Speaker, I did not know 
that I was a prisoner until this moment. I came 
here this evening, entered by the door, and took my 
seat. I left here about half past four in the after- 
noon. I wasnot well,and have not been well for 
some days. I was obliged yesterday to leave the 
House, and I was also obliged to lenve it to-day. 
1 returned to my room, and laid down. After 
waking up and rising, I learned that the House 
was sullin session. Anxious to discharge my 
duties, as I am in the habit of doing, { immedi- 


ately came up here. That is all I have to say on 


the subject. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. 


The gentleman 
from New Jerse 


has made an excuse about half 
rood. I move that he be excused on payment of 
half the fees. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move te 
amend the motion by making it ‘on payment of 
the usual fees.’’ 

The amendment was agreeed to; and the mo- 
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Crank, of 
Missouri, you have been absent from the House 
without leave. What excuse have you to render 
for your absence? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I do not know, 
Mr. Speaker, that I have any excuse to offer. 1 
was in the House from the hour of meeting, this 
morning, till after six o’clock. I then went to get 
my dinner, and on my way back here, I met the 
messenger of the Sergeant-at-Arms. The House 
will bear me witness, that so long as I have been 
in Congress I have been always as regular in my 
attendance as any member of the House; that I 
never absent myself from my duties, but am al- 
ways here to answer to my name. I supposed, 
when I went out this afternoon, that I could get 
back before the next vote was taken. On my 
way back I was arrested at the door. I submit 
these remarks to the House, and the House will 
dispose of me as it thinks proper. 

Mr. GROW. Having no doubt that the gen- 
tleman from Missouri will ‘* roost lower’’ during 
the rest of his life, | move that he excused on 
payment of fees. 

he motion was agreed to. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared and reported 
that, in pursuance of the order of the House, he 
had arrested and had at the bar Mr. Martin, of 
Ohio. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Martin, 
you have been absent from the House without 
leave. What excuse have you to render to the 
House for your absence ? 

Mr. MARTIN, of Ohio. Well, sir, 1 was hun- 
pry» I believe, and left the Hause at a very late 
1our. I was subsequently informed that the 
House had adjourned; but I find out now that I 
was mistaken. ’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that my colleague 
be discharged on the payment of fees. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I desire to in- 

uire if there is a quorum now present? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is in- 
formed that there are only one hundred and eight 
members present in the hall. 

Mr. BRANCH moved to dispense with further 
proceedings in the call. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. MARSTON. My colleague, Mr. Tappan, 
retired from the Hall some time since, too ill to 
remain here. | did not know of the fact when the 
absentees were called for excuses, or I should 
have announced the fact then. I move that he be 
excused, 

The motion was agre€d to. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared, and re- 
ported that, in pursuance of the order of the 


NOE RE 














bers had been sent for. I consider this buta very | House, he had Mr. Pevrow in custody at the bar 
tittle and geanty excuse; but, in that respect, I || of the House. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore inquired what ex- 
cuse the gentleman from Kentucky had to render 
to the House for his absence. 

Mr. PEYTON. I remained here till about five 
o’clock, when I got very hungry and left, sup- 
posing that the House would adjourn in a few 
minutes. I did not know to the contrar 


until I | 


' saw the light up here, when I returned immedi- | 


ately. I hope the House will excuse me for my 
fidelity in returning voluntarily. I was not ar- 
ao by the Sergeant-at-Arms until I got to the 
oor. 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, nioved that the gen- 
tleman be discharged on payment of fees. 
Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan, moved as an 
amendment that the gentleman be discharged for 


going away, on paying fees, and be discharged for | 


coming back for nothing. (Laughter. ] 
The amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. Craie’s motion was then agreed to. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared, and re- 


ported Mr. Puevrs as in custody at the bar of the 


House. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore put the usual ques- | 
tion to Mr. Puentrps, what excuse he had to ren- | 
' der to the House for his absence. 


Mr. PHELPS. None, except that it suited my 


seme I remained here until six o’clock, when, 


1aving been in the Capitol for eight hours in the 
discharge of my duties, and needing some refresh- 


_ment, I concluded to go and get it. 


_ Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. As my colleague 
is an ancient gentleman, [laughter,] the oldest 
member of the House, and has given a tolerable 


| excuse for his absence, I move that he be dis- 


charged on payment of a fine of $2 50, and the 
usual fees. 

Mr. CONKLING. I move to amend the mo- 
tion by increasing the fine. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I hope the gentle- 


| man will remember my colleague’s age. [Laugh- 


| tion. 


ter. 

Mr. CONKLING. Ido remember the vener- 
ation due to the gentleman from Missouri, and 
that is the reason, in part, why I make the mo- 
The gentleman is not only a distinguished 
and very experienced member of this House, but 
a member of the Committee of Ways and Means; 
that committee to which we are indebted for the. 
regularity of our adjournments, and the great 
economy of time in staying here calling the yeas 
and nays, and then never surrendering to thar 


| call, but always going on and completing some 


legitimate business. The gentleman being amem- 


| ber of that committee, and the House being under 
| such pret obligation to that committee in the 


| 
| 
| 





regard which I have indicated, as to establish in 
my mind a respect for every member of the com- 
mittee, I offer this amendment: that the fine be 
doubled, and that the gentleman be discharged on 
payment of costs and a fine of five dollars. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me that the 
remark made by the gentleman from New York 
in respect to the Committee of Ways and Means 
is entirely gratuitous. That committee have been 
laborious in honestly attending to their duties. I, 
as the representative of that committee, have been 
here, and have not called the yeas and nays or 
wasted time in any way. I have spent no time 
in improper debate: ‘The remark made by the 
gentleman was, in my judgment, highly improp- 
er, and one that ovght never to have been made 
upon this floor; and it seems to me that the gen- 
tleman, in his first experience here, in arraigning 
others in the manner which he has done, has sub- 
jected himself to the common judgment of every 
member of this House that he has passed upon 


us. 

Mr. CONKLING. In reply to the remark of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, I will say, what, perhaps, [ need not 
say, that] intended, by my remark, no disrespect 
whatever to him. I did not even refer to him, 
and certainly not offensively. J will say to that 
gentleman, further, that, although my experience 
in this House has been very brief, it has been 
sufficient to enable me té observe him as a mem- 
ber of this House, and to appreciate the reasons 
which entitle him to lecture other members of 
this body. And I will add to this remark, that 
when I seek for a model by which to guide my 
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body whom I should prefer to the very distin- 

ished gentleman from Ohio, who has taken the 
iberty of administering to me a rebuke on this 
occasion? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should be ver 
the gentleman to pattern after me, as 
tainly not after him. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair must 
arrest this description of debate. 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. 

amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS obtained the floor. 

Mr. CONKLING. Before the gentleman pro- 
ceeds, I desire to say, what I am reminded that | 
omitted to say, that I certainly meant no sort of 
disrespect to the gentleman from Missouri; and, 
indced, my whole remark was intended merely as 
aplayful one. If it was understood otherwise, | 
was unfortunate, and it must have been because 
of my manner. Itcertainly was not my intention, 

Mr. PHELPS. I rendered an excuse. [ am 
a plain man, and generally speak as I think and 
feel. Ihave been punctual in my attendance upon 
this House; seldom absent during any sitting, | 
was present in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union to-day until the committer 
had gone through with the bill; and, supposing 
the committee would prs pe 1 rise, and the 

vill to-morrow, 
having urgent business at my room, for the pur- 
pose of furnishing one of my colleagues with a 
pape: which he desired, I absented myself from 
the House at that time. 

Mr. GROW. Every member will bear testi- 
mony to the punctuality of the gentleman from 
Miss»uri, as well as his application to the busi- 
fess of the House. I move that he be excused, 


Sorry for 
shall cer. 


I withdraw my 


| on payment of costs. 


Mr. ASHMORE. I wish to say to the House 


| that before leaving the House I was very unwell, 


and being unable to remain longer, I paired off 
and left the Hall. 

Mr. GROW. The House has excused the 
gentleman. 

Mr. ASHMORE. So I am informed; and I 
am under great obligations for it. I merely de- 
sired to put myself right. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared, and re- 
ported Mr. Noe t at the bar of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Noext, you 
have been absent without the leave of the House, 
and against its order. What excuse have you to 
render? 

Mr. NOELL. I have no excuse to offer, ex- 
cept that, at the time I left the Hall, it wasabout 
five o’clock, and near the usual hour of adjourn- 
ment; and, supposing the committee would rise 
immediately, oes home to my dinner. If I 


| had been aware that the House was to remain in 


sessicn, I should have remained here. | will 
state that I am in the habit of rising very early, 
and of getting to this House at about eight o’clock 
in the morning, which is, I presume, earlier than 
most members rise. 

M:. EDGERTON. As the gentleman from 
Missouri is the earliest riser in the House, I move 
that he discharged unconditionally. 

Mr. WOODRUFF. I move that he be dis- 
charged on payment of fees. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the mo- 


| ion, as amended, was adopted. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms again appeared and re- 
ported the presence of Messrs. Wiison and Rice. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Would it be in order to 
move that all further proceedings in the call be 
dispensed with? 

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not until the 
gentlemen who have been brought in by the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms have been heard. Mr. Rice, you 
have been absent from the House without its 
jeave and against its order. What excuse have 

ou? 

Mr. RICE. I desire to state that, having been 
in the House, with the exception of a few min- 
utes of time, since eleven o’clock this morning 
until seven this evening, | went to my lodgings 
for the purpose of some refreshment, supposis 
when I left that the House would adjourn witht) 
a few minutes. Having heard in the street that 
the ] Louse was stillin session, without any official 
notite of the fact, 1 came here, found the door 
open, and walked in. That is the only excuse | 


parliamentary life, there are othermembers of this || have to offer, 
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Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I would like, be- 
fore | am called on to vote on any resolution for 
excusing the gentleman, to be informed of the re- 
fres|:meift he procured at his lodgings. [Laughter.] 

Mr. RICE. None to speak of. (Laughter.) 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I must insist on 
an answer to my question before I can vote to 
excuse the gentleman. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the prisoner 
is not bound to criminate himself. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
state that, under the law passed three or four 
years ago, the witness is bound to testify, even 
if it criminates him. [Much laughter.] 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Rather than pre- 
cipitate such a difficulty, 1 will withdraw my 

uesuon. - 
' Mr. ETHERIDGE. I move thatall who have 
been reported by the Sergeant-at-Arms, be ex- 
cused on payment of fees. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is 
on excusing the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOWARD. I would like to know what 
right we have to impose a fine upon the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, when he states that he 
was not arrested at all? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. On the ground 
that he was absent without the leave of the 
House. 

lt was ordered that Mr. Rice be excused on 
the payment of fees. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms reported as present, 
Messrs. Pettit, Pryor, and Fovuxe. 

Mr Witson having been presented by the 
Se:geant-at-Arms, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore said: Mr. Witson, 
ou have been absent without the leave of the 
Iouse. What excuse have you to offer? 

Mr. WILSON. I willstate that I have paired 
off for the last few days with Mr. Martin, of 
Virginia; and with the intention of visiting my 
family, who are sick, I was preparing to start by 
the five o’clock train to-morrow morning. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. You aa I, Mr. 
Speaker, have had charge of this pair, and know 
that the fact is as stated by the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

Mr. CURRY. I move that the gentleman from 
Indiana be discharged unconditionally. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. As the gentleman from In- 
diana wants to leave in the morning, | hope that 
he will be excused from further service to-night. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no 
objection, it will be ordered accordingly. 

here was no objection, and Mr. Witson was 
granted leave of absence. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Pryor, you 
have absented yourself from the sittings of the 
House without leave. What excuse have you to 
render for your absence? 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. Speaker, the fact is, that I 
had implicit confidence in the wisdom and integ- 
rity of those of my colleagues who I knew would 
remain; and, having a very near relative whom I 
have not seen for a long while, I determined, of 
my own motion, to leave the Hall; and 1 was 
pleasantly dining with him when I was un- 

leasantly interrupted by the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Langhter.] 1 was present during the day, until 
alate hour, attending to the business before the 
House. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. Iam glad that my 
colleague has confirmed the excuse which I have 
plrend y rendered for him. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. The gentle- 
man from Virginia has made such a handsome 
excuse, that | think we can let him off with the 
payment of costs. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The gentleman 


from Maryland has so handsomely interposed in 
behalf of the gentleman from Virginia, that I 
move that the fine be imposed upon him. [Laugh- 
ter. 
M r. FLORENCE. I submit the point of order 
that the gentleman from Virginia must pay the 
fine hitaself; and that the penalty for his absence 
cannot be imposed upon an y else. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The gentleman 
uts the matter in such an astonishing light, that 


withdraw my amendment to the motion of the. 


gentleman from Maryland. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I am in favor of light, as 
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[ said this morning. If I have shown the gentle- 
man the error of his ways, I am glad he appre- 
ciates iny kindness. | hope that he will not ob- 


ject to the appropriation for having the streets 
J Hi P sg 


along the Mall lighted. [Laughter.] 
Mr. Pryor was excused on the payment of 
costs. 


‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Fovxe, you 
have absented yourself without the leave of the 
IIouse. What excuse have you to render? 

Mi. FOUKE. I remained here until nearly 
seven o’clock this evening, and then left, sup- 
posing that the sitting of the House was about to 
close. I had a number of my constituents to ar- 
rive in Washington, and I was desirous of ex- 
tending to them the hospitalities of the city. 1 
am willing to pay the fine. 

Mr. HATTON. I move that the gentleman 
be excused, on the payment of costs. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr. Pertir, 
ou have absented yourself without leave of the 
Iouse. What excuse have you to make? 

Mr. PETTIT. I acknowledge the singular 
pleasure it gives me to meet here at this late hour, 
enfcreing the rules, a good many whose faces 
ordinarily, during the day, are not found in the 
Horse. 

[ ain called on now to furnish a reason for my 
absens?. 

Mr. Speaker, it would hardly have been possi- 
ble a half dozen times, in the period of five years 
I have been upon this floor, to ask me this ques- 
tion, for the reason that I have been quite as in- 
dustrious as any gentleman, if industry is sim- 

ly manifested by attending the sittings of the 
ours. 

I ought, perhaps, as a matter of justice to my 
host, tosay that he furnished me, at half past seven 
o’clock this morning, (a startling statement of 
early rising and good habits to the amiable gen- 
tlemen who hear me,) with an excellent break- 
fast, which I partook of with becoming gratitude, 
and entered at once upon the discharge of such 
usual duties as going to the Departments and at- 
tending on acommittee. From the meeting of the 
House, I have remained here until half past six 
o’clock this evening, when some compunctions, 
not of conscience but of the shonsech, sieseaniall 
me, after so long an abstinence, of the propriety 
of going home and recruiting the exhausted in- 
ward individual. [Laughter.] I had, too,asense 
of public duty in connection with my absence, for 
I have felt, for a long time, that these scenes of 
which I have been a spectator on a number of 
occasions are demoralizing to the body, and any- 
thing but profitable to the public. My best apol- 
ogy is, that my observation has convinced me 
that when the flown has reached that point when 
it cannot give its attention and its judgment to 
matters of public interest; when legislation, in- 
instead of being considered, in the parliamentary 
sense, is ** put through,’’ to adopt the language 
often heard here to-day, it is better to adjourn. 
More injury, I believe, 1s done on such occasions 
by the presence than by the absence of members. 
I believed, at an earlier hour in the day, when 
this bill, involving some five million dollars, was 
evidently not receiving the actual attention of a 


quorum, that it would have been more profitable | 


for the public to have adjourned, and, under that 
belief, I left, feeling that 1 was serving my coun- 
try better away than by remaining here. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Let me interrupt my col- 
league. 

Mr. PETTIT. It is not often I get the floor, 
and I trust thatI shall now be indulged, [Laugh- 
-_s But I will yield to my colleague. 

Mr. NIBLACK. My colleague does not show 
his usual good temper. As my colleague, how- 
ever, is nearly always present, although he votes 
half the time wrong, [laughter,] I move that he 
be excused on the payment of costs. 


Mr. PETTIT. On that I demand the previous 


question. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. VANCE. The gentleman’s offense isa 
a one, and I trusthe will be excused. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I am not disposed to excuse 
the gentleman from Indiana, who, instead of get- 
ting up and making an excuse, as other gentle- 
men have done, lectures this House, telling us 





what we ought to do and what we ought not to 

do. Ido not want to be cruel, apd I hope the 
gentleman will retract what he has said. (Laugh- 
ter.] If he does retract, | will certainly vote to 
excuse him, with payment of costs. [Renewed 
laughter. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Can the gentleman from 
Minnesota say, as a man of honor, that the words 
uttered by the gentleman from Indiana are not 
Words of truth and soberness? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do notagree with the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. STANTON. Ido not know a more un- 
profitable expenditure of time than this in which 
we are now engaged. I move that the Houe ad- 

ourn. 
; TheSPEAKER protempore. The Chair would 
inform the Hlouse that there is now a quorum 
within the Hall, and that the first question is upon 
excusing the gentleman from Indiana upon the 
payment of fees. 

he question was taken; and Mr. Perrir was 
excused. 

Mr. BURCH. I move that all further pro- 
ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The gentleman from 
California has no right to make any motion, for 
he is in the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
{Laughter. ] 

The Sergeant-at-Arms here appeared at the bar 
of the House, and reported that he had imcustody, 
under the order of the House, Messrs. Burcu, 
Cox, Nixon, Ferry, Burnuam, Reynotps, Ou, 
and Haskin. 

Mr. BRANCH. There being a quorum pres- 
ent, I move that all further proceedings under the 
call be dispensed with. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope not, until we hear the 
excuses of these gentlemen who have just been 
brought in. 

Mr. BARR. 
the table. 

Mr. ADRIAN. Isa motion toadjourn in order? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. ADRIAN. Then I submit that motion. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question 
recurs upon the motion to suspend all further 
proceedings under the call. 

Mr. NOELL. Havel the right to make an 
— of the Chair? 

‘he SPEAKER pro tempore. 
order. 

Mr. NOELL. Well, I protest against the 
adoption of this motion. 

The question was put upon the motion of Mr. 
Brancu, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I havea right to submit 
a motion, which I believe is in an I move 
that all further proceedings under the call be dis- 
pensed with, by the absentees brought in paying 
the usual cost, without arraignment individually. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio. I object to that. 
Perhaps these gentlemen may have good excuses, 
and we are bound to give them an opportunity to 
be heard before we impose a fine. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair decides 
that the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee 
is in order. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Irise toa question of order. 
| Canaman make a motion without being recognized 
by the Chair? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
from Tennessee was recognized by the Chair. 
| Mr. NOELL. Before the motion of the gen- 
|| tleman from Tennessee is put, I desire to ask that 
| gentleman a question. Does his motion include 
| all the absentees? Many of the absentees have 
returned hereof their own accord, for the pur- 
pose of attending to the business of the House, 
after having had their dinners. Are they to be 
| fined, while those who go away,and remainaway, 
escape? That is gross injustice, and I protest 
against it. 
Mr. BRANCH. 
as it is not in order. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a point of, order. 
The motion of my colleague, [Mr. Erneninee,] 
'| if carried into practical effect, will operate to im- 
| pose costs upon gentlemen who have not had a 
| chance to be heard. Thgy may be greatly pre- 
|, judiced by such a course, and I insist that it ean- 


notbedone. ‘They havea right to be heard before 
'| the fined 
y are fined. 


I move to lay that motion upon 


Debate is not in 





The gentleman 








I must object to this debate, 
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Mr. NOELL. They may be able to give most | 
satisfactory excuses to the House. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I wish the attention for a 


his motion is to be entertained, let itapply to all 
who may be arrested. You cannot punish aman | 
who has not been arrested and brought to trial in 
some form or other. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Those who are not ar- 
rested will not be fined. Therefore, the motion [| 


have made is broad enough to cover the case men- || 


tioned by the gentleman from Alabama. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is 
upon the motion that all the absentees who may 
be arrested shall be excused upon the payment of 
the costs. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. You cannot fine a 
person who has not been brought to the bar of 
the House. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr JOHN COCHRANE. Now,I move that | 
all absentees who have been arraigned at the bar | 
of the House be excused upon paymentof the cost. | 


Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I submit that | 


each individual must be tried separately and in- 
dividually. ‘The idea of excusing members by | 
the wholesale in this way is unprecedented. The 
Sergeant-at-Arms was ordered to bring up the 
absentees; and each absentee, upon his own re- 
sponsibility, must tender his excuse to us, and 
each case must be disposed of by itself. Who 
ever before heard of a proposition to try all these | 
absentees by wholesale? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair must 
now decide the motion of the gentleman from 
New York out of order, as was also the motion | 
of the gentleman from Tennessce, in accordance | 


“64. When a member shall be discharged from custody, 
and admitted to his seat, the Louse shall determine whether 
such discharge shall be with or without paying fees; and 


with the 64th rule. The rule is as follows: | 
| 
| 


inlike manner, Whether a delinquent member taken into || 


custody by a special messenger, shail or shall not be Jiable | 
to defray the expense of such special messenger.” 
| 
' 


Each individual must have a particular hearing, | 


Mr. SHERMAN, I move thatall further pro- | 
ceedings under the cal! be dispensed with. 


unless the House dispense with the call altogether. | 
' 
} 


S 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is unfair to those who || ; 5 zal : . 

The committee divided; but without their re- 
| 


have beenarrested, brought here, and fined. There | 
are half a dozen absentees arraigned now whose | 
' 


cases have not been considered. Probably none || 


of them have good excuses; and by agreeing to | 
that motion, you allow them to go free, whilst you | 
have fined others who were brought in before | 
them. 

Mr. NOELL. I desire to say that if this mo- 
tion is now agreed to, | shall dodge hereafter, as 
others have dune. | protest against this injustice. 

Mr. CONKLING. 1 demand the yeas and 
nays upon that mouon, 

I'he yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So all further proceedings under the call were 
dispensed with. ‘ 


Mr. SHERMAN. I now move that the rules || 


spe a k ‘|| The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Co1- 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of |! 


be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 


the Union, for the purpose of disposing of the | 


bill we had under consideration, by acting upon || 


i 


| 


the last section of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As we have dealt so un- 
justly by the gentlemen who have been fined, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers on the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wixpom 
and Brancu were appointed. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I call for the yeasand nays, 
I want to see what gentlemen vote to keep us here 
at this hour of the night. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 45, noes 69. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CONKLING moved a call of the House. 

Mr. PHELPS. There is but one amendment 
pending to the bill under consideration before the 
committee. I appeal to members to dispose of 
that question, then go jnto the House, order the 
main question, and adjourn. That is all that is 
desired; and it will not take ten minutes to accom- 
plish it. 
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| Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I am opposed to 


ing. Such proceedings ought to be denounced. 

The question was taken on Mr. Conxkiine’s 
motion tor a call of the House; and it was not 
agreed to. 


|| Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the House do 
'| now adjourn. Every principle of humanity sug- 


| gests it. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I call the gentle- 
man to order. The gentleman alludes to princi- 
ples of humanity,and thatisnotin order. [Laugh- 
ter. ] 

The House refused to adjourn. 

_ The question recurred on Mr. Suerman’s mo- 
tion. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I move the House do now | 


adjourn. 


|| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I call the gentle- 


man to order. This rapidity of motion will dis- 
turb his intellect. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well; the gentleman’s equa- 
nimity of course relieves him from that danger. 
[Calls to order.] 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SuermMan’s motion was agreed to. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


House resolved itself into t 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. ErHer- 


IDGE In the chair,) and resumed the consideration | 


of House bill No. 501, making appropriations for 
sundry civil expenses of the Government for the 


year ending 30th June, 1861; the pending ques- | 


tion being on Mr. Brancu’s amendment to strike 
out the following section: 


| “See. 2, And be it further enacted, That the sum of $30,000, 


| purpose of repairs and incidental expenses to the light- 
house at Oswego and buildings connected therewith, and 


1] which remains unexpended, may be used and applied for | 
repairing and securing and protecting the pier connected | 


with the light-house at Oswego, New York, so as to pre- 
vent the destruction of said light-house and pier.” 

On which tellers had been ordered. 

Messrs. [arron and Bincuam took their places 
as tellers. 


porting, 

Mr. BRANCH said: I observe that a good 
number of gentlemen who are in favor of my 
amendment are not voting. I therefore withdraw 
| the call for tellers. 


The CHAIRMAN then announced the vote in 


|| the negative. 


So the amendment was rejected, 


| Mr. CONKLING. I object to the demand for | 


| tellers being withdrawn. 
| Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I demand 
| tellers again. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The question is decided, 
Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 
| do now rise, and report the bill to the House with 
a recommendation that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to, 


rax having taken the chair as Speaker pro tem- 
pore, Mr. ErnenipcGe reported that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union had had 
| under consideration the Union generally, and par- 
| ticularly House bill No. 501, making appropria- 
| tions for sundry civil expenses of the Government 
| for the year ending 30th June, 1861, and had di- 
| rected him to report the same back to the House 
| with several amendments,and with a recommend- 
| ation that it do pass. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Before I move the previous 
question, I offer the amendment indicated, strik- 
ing out the clause in relation to the Capitol ex- 
tension; and thereupon I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to a point of order. 
In the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, on a vote by tellers, there was no an- 
nouncement of the vote by numbers; and if there 
had been, it would have showed that there was 
no quorum present; and the rules of the House 
were not observed in calling the roll. I-protest 

inst this as improper, unconstitutional, and 
violative of decorum and order and the rules of 
the House. [Calls to order.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over- 


The rules were nenecnny peaeehen the | 
1e Committee of the | 
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’ 
| rules the point of order on the ground, in the first 





|| going through the form and delay of exposing | place, that it was not made in time; and in the 
|| members, bringing them here, and then adjourn- 
moment of the gentleman from Tennessee. If | 


| second place, that it should have been made jn 
i] ee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 

|| Mr. FLORENCE. I submit another point of 
|| order: that the haste of the Chairman of the Com. 
|| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union jn 
vacating the chair precipitately, prevented nie 
from exercising my right as a member of the 
House, in demanding that there should be an an. 
nouncement of the vote; and the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Conxiive]} was objecting and 
protesting against the conclusion arrived at by 
the Chair, 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I call the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over. 
rules the point of order on the ground that it was 
the gentleman’s misfortune if he did not arresi 
the attention of the Chair in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 
|| Mr. RUFFIN. I move to lay the appeal on 
the table. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. On that | 
call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the appeal was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I ask leave of the House 
to put upon its Journal the reason for submitting 
my point of order. [Loud calls to order.]} 
| The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not in or- 
der. The previous question has been demanded. 

Mr. BRANCH. On the engrossment of the 
bill, 1 will call for a separate vote on the second 
section, under the J5lst rule. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. I take it that the 
bill cannot be divided; and I object to the division. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over- 
|| rules the point made by the gentleman from 
| North Carolina. 





Mr. BRANCH. I hope the Chair will not 
overrule my question before I make it. I will 
| call for a separate vote on the engrossment of 
the bill, 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and then (at half past nine 
o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 24, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
WILLIAM I. DE GROOT. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution of the House of Representatives (No. 
17) for the relief of William H. DeGroot, have 
directed me to report it back witha favorable rec- 
ommendation. It is a very hard case, and the 
committee ask that it be put upon its passage 
now. I think it will elicit no discussion what- 
ever. The committee are unanimously in favor 
of the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
read for information. 

The Secretary read the bill. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I believe there is no amount 
specified in the bill. 1 prefer it should lie over 
till to-morrow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. | Objection being 
made, the bill will lie over. 


BOUNDARY LINE OF CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GREEN. The Committee on Territories, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 706) 
to authorize’ the President of the United States, 
in conjunction with the State of California, to run 
and mark the boundary lines between the Terr'- 
tories of the United States and the State of Cali- 
fornia, have directed me to report it back and rec- 
ommend its passage, and to ask the Senate to put 
it upon its ae this morning. It has already 

sed the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HALE. If it will give rise to any debate, 
I must object. 

Mr. GREEN. It will lead to none whatever. 

Mr.GWILN. I donot think it will lead to any 
debate. It is merely a House bill to run the 
boundary line. 
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There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It authorizes the President of the Uni- 
ted States to appoint a suitable person or persons, 
who, in conjunction with such person or persons 
as may be appointed on behalf of the State of 
California for the same purpose, are to run and 
mark the boundary lines between the Territories 
of the United States and the State of California, 
commencing at the point of intersection of the 
forty-second degree of north latitude with the 
one hundred and twentieth degree of longitude 
west from Greenwich, and running south on the 
line of the one hundred and twentieth degree of 
west longitude until it intersects the thirty-ninth 
degree of north latitude; thence running in a 
straight line, in a southeasterly direction, to the 
river Colorado, at a point where it intersects the 
thirty-fifth degree of north latitude. Such land- | 
marks are to be established at the point of begin- | 
ning, and at the other corners, and on the several 
lines of the boundary, as may be agreed on by the 
President of the United States, or those acting 
under his authority, and the State of California, 
or those acting under its authority; but the per- 
son or persons appointed and employed On the 
ww and behalf of the State of California are to 
e paid by that State; and no persons except a su- 
perintendent or commissioner are to be appointed 
or employed in this service by the United States 
but such as are required to make the necessary 
observations and surveys to ascertain such line, 
and erect suitable monuments thereon, and make 
a return of them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to inquire 
about that bill, what the necessity for it is. 1 
suppose the lines are sufficiently defined by the 
termini and direction. Has it been the habit of 
the United States to appoint commissioners to 
run and mark lines between States and United 
States Territories? If it has been, I was not 
aware of the fact. 

Mr. GWIN. = Itis well known that this newly 
discovered silver-mining country, the Washoe 
Valley, is situated where the line between the 
Territories and the State runs. It runs west of 
Nevada to a certain degree of latitude, and then it 
takes a direction where the thirty-fifth degree of 
north latitude strikes the Colorado river. It 
strikes through that country, and there is great 
difficulty now in regard to what jurisdiction they 
are in. ‘Thousands of people are going in there, 
and it is necessary to have the line run imme- 
diately and without the least delay, in order to 
ascertain what jurisdiction they are in, 

The bill was reported to the Senate witbout | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I reported yesterday, from 
the Judiciary Committee, a bill which is of the 
most urgent character. There are some eleven 
hundred captured Africans now in Key West. 
The President is totally without power to provide 
for them, and has asked Congress what is to be 
done with them. The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary has reported a bill to dispose of them at 
once. Itis most important that that bill should 
be acted upon by the Senate, and I hope the Sen- 
ate will consent now to take it up and dispose 
of it. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to say to the Senator 
from Louisiana, that at half past eleven o’clock, 
which will be in six or seven minutes, the special 
order of the day—the bill for the overland mail 
service—will come up. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This bill will be finished | 
by half past eleven, | imagine. It is only of a 
few lines, and can be disposed of in that time. 

Mr.GWIN. I think it will lead to discussion. 
I am very sure Senators on the other side want 
to discuss it, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Let it be read, and you 
will see. 

Mr. GWIN. Well, I will let it be read for in- 
formation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the motion of the Senator from Louisiana, to 
take up the bill. 

The motion was agreed to;and the bill (S. No. 
464) to amend an act entitled ‘An act in addition 
to the acts prohibiting the slave trade,’’ was read 
& second time, and considered as in Committee of | 
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the Whole. It proposes to make it lawful for the 
President of the United States to enter into con- 
tract with ay person or persons, society or so- 
cieties, or body corporate, for a term not exceed- 
ing five years, to receive from the United States, 
through their duly constituted agent or agents 
upon the coast of Afrita, all negroes, mulattoes, 
or persons of color, delivered from on board ves- 
sels seized in the prosecution of the slave trade 
by commanders of the United States armed ves- 
sels, and to provide these negroes, mulattoes, and 
persons of color with comfortable clothing, shelter, 
and provisions, for the period of six months from 
the date of their being landed onthe coastof Africa, 
at a price in no case to exceed $100 for each per- 
son so clothed, sheltered, and provided with food; 
and that any such contract may be renewed by 
the President from time to time as found neces- 
sary, for periods not to exceed five years on each 
renewal. The President of the United States is 
also to be authorized to issue instructions to the 
commanders of the armed vessels of the United 
States, directing them whenever it shall be practi- 
cable, and under such rules and regulations as he 
may prescribe, —— directly to the coast of 
Africa, and there deliver to the agent or agents of 
the United States all negroes, muiattoes, and per- 
sons of color delivered from on board vessels seized 
in the prosecution of the slave trade, afterwards 
bringing the captured vessels and persons engaged 
in prosecuting the slave trade to the United States 


of them—mere children, as they are—untii they can do it 





for trial and adjudication. The President of the 
United States is likewise to be authorized to take 
immediate measures in his discretion in accord- 
ance with existing laws, and with the provisions 
of the first section of this act, for removing to the 
coast of Africa, and there providing with food, 
shelter, and clothing for six months from the date 
of landing in Africa, the captured Africans recently 
landed in the southern district of Florida, and 
the sum of $200,000 is to be appropriated for that 
purpose. 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, I agreed with my 
colleague in the committee in regard to this bill. 
Indeed, we were unanimous about it, throwing 
out every doubtful point and feeling anxious to 
dispose of these twelve hundred Africans at Key 
West. They will not only bea great expense to | 
the Government, but probably generate a pesti- 
lence among the people of Key West, if they re- 
main there much longer. But we did not fully 
agree on one little point with the President. He | 
recommended that he should have leave to pro- | 
vide for the clothing and shelter of these people 
in Liberia or upon the cost of Africa for the pe- 
riod of a year—the committee agreed on six 
months. Since that time the secretary of the 
American Colonization Society has addressed me 
a communication, and in order that the Senate 
may understand it, 1 will move the amendment 
formally, and then let hiscommunication be read 
and the Senate may dispose of it. In the thir- 
teenth line of the first section, where it says ‘* for 








the period of six months from the date of their 
being landed on the coast of Africa,’? I move to 
strike out the words ‘‘for the period of six 
months,”’ and insert *‘ for a period not exceedin 
one year;”’ and then I| ask the Secretary to jana 
the letter. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Without any change in 
the price? 

r. VUGH. Yes,sir. He wantsa change of | 

price, but I told him I did not-think it would pass. | 

The Secretary read the following letter. 


CoLon1zaTion Rooms, WasnHinaTon, 
May 23, 1860. 
My pear Sir: When Liberia became independent, the 
American Colonization Society entered into an agreement 
with the Government thereof, one article of which has an 
important bearing upon the disposition which shall be made 
of the captured Africans now at Key West. It is in these 
words: ‘* Recaptured Africans shall be received as hereto- 
fore, the United States Government making provision for 


Liberia does not want these people for her own benefit. || 


| 





She has under her government a native population of more 
than two hundred thousand, which she has to govern, civil- 
ize, and lift up from barbarism. These are as many as she 
needs for all purposes of labor. She has in them, too, as 
much heathenism as she has means to manage well. But 
she is willing, from motives of humanity, to receive those 
who are sent there by the United States Government, pro- 
vided they are sustained and provided for until they are 
able to take care of themselves. Their experience and ours 
has convinced them and us that this cannot be done in 
less than te nor at a less expense than $150 each. || 
It would not be just to Liberia, nor humane to the recap- 

tives themselves, to place them there and not take care 


| 
| 
their support one year.”’ | 
| 





for themselves, and prevent them from becoming vaga- 
bonds, and an expense to the citizens of Liberia. 

To receive and provide for so large a number, at one 
time, as are now waiting at Key West, will require greatly 
enlarged accommodations and heavy expense. 

You will, therefore, subserve the cause of humanity, if 
you will submit these facts to the Judiciary Committee and 
the Senate, in such form as to secure the immediate pas- 
sage of a bill to authorize the President to contract for the 
support for a time, not to exceed one year, of the present 
company, and other similar ones hereafter. 

Yours, with great Yespect, W. McLAIN, 

Financial Secretary of «Imerican Colonizution Society. 
To Hon. Mr. Puen, United States Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
arrest proceedings on this bill, to call up the spe- 
cial order at this hour. | 

Mr. PUGH. This bill can be disposed of in 
one moment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the Senator from Ohio can proceed. The 
Chair hears none. 

Mr. PUGH. I shall move to postpone the ggher 
order if it is necessary to continue this subject. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. General consent is 


|| given to proceed with this bill, 


Mr. PUGH. That letter contains all the argu 
ment in favor of the amendment; and it occurs to 
me the matter might be left to the discretion of the 
President, by inserting ‘* fora period not exceed- 
ing one year;’’ and then, according to the circum- 
stances or exigehcies of each case, he may decide. 


| | move that amendment. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I will say, in a word, that 
I cannot accept that amendment. The Govern- 


| ment of the United States has undertaken, in con- 


junction with other Powers, to put a stop to the 


| Slave trade, if possible. It is our duty to carry 


out these engagements. There is certainly a duty 
of humanity to be observed towards these unfor- 
tunate people who have been captured, and are 
now on the coast of Florida without any means 
— by Congress for their support. The 

*resident has appealed to us for our directions as 
to what is to be done with them. Under the cir- 
cumstances, it is my judgment that the Congress 
will have performed all the duties of human ity 
by restoring these people to their country, and 
giving them food and clothing for six months, 
until they can proceed to take care of them- 
selves, 

It is true that the gentleman from Ohio, by his 
amendment, does not change the price, but he 
leaves it to the President of the United States to 
determine whether he will provide for these cap- 
tives for six or twelve months. Now, it is very 
possible that he may be able to make arrange- 
ments for providing for them for six months for 
less than $100; but, if you make ittwelve months, 
the $100 will certainly be expended. The squad- 
ron on the coast of Africa and around Cuba is 
kept up at a large expense; and it is no small tax 
upon the Government and people of the country 
to pay for liberating these captives from those 
who have taken them, and sending them home, 
and providing them with food, shelter, and cloth- 
ing for six months. I think we have done the 
whole duty of the Government when we have 
done that;and I hope the Senate will not risk the 
passage of the bill by making any change in what 
seems to have met the unanimous consent of the 
committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Ohio, 
in line thirteen of the first section, to strike out 
the words ‘ for a period of six months,”’ and in- 
sert ** for a period not exceeding one year.”” 

Mr. SLIDELL. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on that amendment. 

Mr. PUGH. | do not think it of sufficient im- 
portance to have the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 25, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Chandler, 
Clark, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Fos- 
ter,Grimes, Hale,Hamlin, Harlan, Hemphill, King, Latham 
Nicholson, Poik, Pugh, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, an 
Wilson—25. 

NAYS — Messrs. Benjamin, Bragg, Brown, Chesnut, 
Clingman, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hunter, Kennedy, 
Lane, Mailory, Powell, Rice, Slidell, Toombs, aud Wig- 
fall—17. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate 2s amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, in assuming an 
obligation upon our Government to stop the slave 
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trade with other countries, we adopted a policy 
upon which, if it were open to debate, I should 
have some opinions to express. As it is not, 
however, and as the only question before us is 
what we are to do with the Africans when cap- 
tured, I think it is well that we should just here 
review the policy we are pursuing, and which we 
are now about to extend. 

We have entered into a joint agreement or con- 
vention with Great Britain to keep a squadron on 
the coast of Africa to prevent the deportauon of 
Africans to be carried to other countries as slaves. 
Great Britain, in executing her part of the con- 
tract, supplies her colonies with labor. The slaves 
aaemed ~ Great Britain serve to furnish a cer- 
tain number of Africans, under the name of ap- 
prentices, to the colonies of Great Britain, where 
they answer the purpose of laborers. The United 
States, however, the other contracting party, are 
taxed to support the Africans so taken on board 
a vegsel, who, being born slaves, only exchanged 


a bIRck for a white master; and now they are to || 
be taken charge of by the United States as pupils, | 


supported and educated, and our own people are 
to be taxed to convert African slaves into some- 
thing else. 

I think, sir, that it is carrying sympathyy hu- 
manity, or whatever it may be called, to an ex- 
treme. Charity begins athome. I have no right 
to tax our people in order that we may support 
and educate the barbarians of Africa. I think we 
should have discharged our whole duty if the 
power of the United States had been exercised to 
prevent the introduction of Africans into the Uni- 
ted States; but we have taken upon ourselves the 
poliee of the seas, which did not belong to us, and 


now we gosull further than that, and tax the Treas- | 
ury in order to support and educate Africans who | 


may be found on board of slavers. I can only 
view at as an cnormity—an oppressive enormity 
upon the people of the United States; as a false 
sentiment, actuating us to impose burdens upon 
our own people for the benefit of those who have 
noclaim upon us; as adeparture from the purposes 
ofthe Government—a usurpation ofa power which 
was never conferred upon it. I would not con- 
sent to take money from the Treasury to educate 
our own people. With what propriety, then, can 
I be asked to take money from the Treasury for 
eleemosynary pu¥poses towards the barbarians of 
Africa? I throw out of consideration all collat- 
eral matters, and merely look to the simple object. 
‘That the slaves captured on the coast of Africa 
should be taken back to the coast of Africa, and 
the Africaus turned loose as near their former 
residence as possible, may be the only means by 
which we can get rid of them after we have taken 
them. Having the wolf by the ears, the only ques- 
tion is, how to let him go. To more than that I 
eqannot consent. I shall, therefore, vote against 
the whole bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., I take it for granted, sir, 
that few persons will be disposed to deny that, in 
taking upon us the form of a nation, we took 
some of its common obligations—obligations rec- 
ognized by the law of humanity, by the law of 
the civilized world, as due from a nation assum- 
ing to be anything, not only to the other nations 
of the earth, but to the people of the earth. Well, 
sir, [ believe that publicists lay it down that the 
first obligation of a nation is justice; that if a na- 
tion does not seek to do justice, it becomes offens- 
ive in the eyes of the wurld. 1 think, sir, it may 
be a corollary from these propositions, that when 
we took upon ourselves the form of a nation, we 
at any rate entered into an implied obligation to 
do something like justice, not only to the other 
nations of the need but to all people, whether 
barbarian or civilized. 

If that is true, I ask whether there is not some- 
thing like an obligation resting upon us with refer- 
ence to these people? The Senator from Missis- 
pp assumes that they were originally slaves 
That is an assumption—not a proposition sus- 
ceptible of proof—or, at any rate, it is not one that 
has been proved. But even suppose they were 
slaves, they have been taken with violence from 
their own country, by whom? By our people— 
under our flag, to say the least—in our vessels, or 
in vessels claiming and exercising our national 
character. We have declared that trade, that un- 
dertaking, whatever it may be—that business, if 
you will call it by the name of business—to be 
piracy, an offense against the law of nations; and 
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it having been done under our flag and in our 
name, it would seem to impose upon us the com- 
mon obligation, which rests upon all people, to 
repair the outrages done under our own name in 


their own shores, against the law, piratically, 
under the flag of the United States, and in pur- 
suance of a trade which we have entered into an 
obligation to suppress to a certain extent, what 


them loose somewhere, without support, without 


Se rr 


pirate or sea pirate that may choose to take them 
anywhere. Sir, [ apprehend that we should be 
_ forgetful of all the obligations which rest upon us 
as a people; we should be degrading Sindilons in 
_ the eyes of the eivilized world, if we were guilty of 
such gross inhumanity; pretending that we desire 
to suppress the slave trade, and at the same time 


| leaving the unfortunate subjects of it to a worse 


condition than to starve—to be preyed upon by 


|| persons of the same description who have taken 


them by violence from their own shores, for that 


is the only alternative. The Senator proposes 
none. 


taken them under our protection, and we have 
rescued them from those who, under our name 
| and under our flag, placed them in that condition; 
| and yet, according to the Senator’s reasoning, we 
are to do nothing with them after that, but to leave 
them to a fate worse than death—to a lingering 
death, to say the least of it. 

Now, I apprehend that the Senator, if he would 
| oppose this movement, should propose something 
else. We have them; they are in our care. In 
pursuance of law they are taken possession of by 
us. If the Senator is unwilling that we should 
do thus much which is proposed, what will he 
| do with these men, or, if you do not admit them 
to be men or persons, these chattels having life? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. To satisfy myself in my 
vote—I believe I was not attending strictly to the 
reading of the papers—if I understand it aright, 
these people were on the sea, in a ship, in the hands 
of those who were feeding them,and who would 
have landed them, perhaps, on the Island of Cuba, 
where they would have been fed and taken care 
of. We have taken possession of them, and it 
seems to me we ought not to place them ina worse 
condition. Agreeing with the Senator. from Mis- 
sissippi as to the general policy of this arrange- 
ment, as I do, yet it seems to me that as our ships 
have gone by our orders and taken these people 
| out of the hands of those who would at least have 
preserved them from starvation, we ought not to 
put them in a worse position; and on that ground 
alone, as our naval officers have upon our orders 
taken them out of the hands of the slave-traders, 
who would at least have kept them alive and pro- 
vided for them, I vote for this bill. My friend 
from Texas [Mr. Wicratt] suggested to me that 
they would have been placed on the Island of 
Cuba, and probably well fed and taken care of 
there. If we justturn them adrift on the coast of 
Africa, they will starve to death; and it seems to 
me we shall do a great wrong to these people if 
we take possession of them and place them on 
the coast of Africa, where they are strangers. 
Therefore, as a mere matter of humanity, with- 
out any regard to the policy of these laws, I think 





would the Senator propose to do? Why, if taken | 
here, to throw them loose onadesertisland; ts ivrn | 
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| to be piracy; inasmuch as we have declared those 
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some degree. ‘That being the case with reference | 
to these Africans, taken by violenceand fraud from 
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What shall we do with these people? We have | 








engaged in it to be pirates, and inasmuch as we 
declared these people to be subjects of piracy, and 
undertaken to say that we will put an end to j, 
therefore the proper course to take is, to reduce 
those people to slavery—put them on the shore to 
_which they were going, where they can be fed 
and worked! 
Mr. CLINGMAN. The Senator misunder- 
| stood me. I said we en their being taken 
to where they would be taken care of, and there- 
fore if we return them to Africa without making 


|| provision for them, we shall only do them an 
friends, without aid—on our own shores or on | 


other shores—to do nothing whatever, but to leave || 
them to starve or to be taken by the first land | 


injury. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Ifthe Senator agreed with 
/me on that subject, there was no need of his mak. 
ing a speech until I got through. I was inquiring 
_ of the Senator from Mississippi what he proposed 
to do with them. He is opposed to this appro- 


|| priation, as I understand—opposed to the whole 


| policy. Well, now, what can be done? Either 

they are to be turned loose, to be landed on the 
| coast of Africa, and taken possession of by those 
| who sent for them, and fed and worked; or they 
/are to,be permitted to dic where they are, and 
| where, as I understand, they are dying rapidly; 


|| or else we must make provision for them in some 


| way. What provision does the Senator propose 
| to make? This is a very simple one—that we re- 

turn them to the coast of Africa. That will cost 
| something. We mustsend them back. We are 
| not going to turn them into the woods; we are not 
| going to land them ina strange place without food 
| and without shelter. The Senator certainly does 
| not propose that; his well-known character would 
forbid such.a supposition. What shall we do? 
Shall we do any less than this? 

Sir, it is the only thing that can be done; and, 
unless the Senator from Mississippi proposes 
some other way in which the common demands 
of justice upon us by a people who have been in- 
jured under our name and through our means and 
under our flag may be met, it is certainly not 
enough. I would suggest to him asa legislator, to 
| say that he is opposed to this system which we 
have heretofore adopted. Sir, it is a very slight 
| provision; and is it enough of an answer to say 
that it cost usa little money? Why, sir, we have 
money enough for all reasonable purposes. This 
is a great nation, people say. e vaunt that we 
are agreat people; that we are a rich people; that 
we fear not all Europe combined; that we fear not 
all the world in arms. We must have material 
strength to have attained that proud position; and 
| if we have, is it an argument to us that it costs a 
| few thousand dollars to do the commonest and 
|merest ordinary justice to a few miserable, de- 
graded, ignorant savages that our force and our 
fraud have wrested from their homes, and brought 
here to be made slaves of, if we do not take care 
of them in some way? 

Now, sir, I think that this bill makes a very 
| slight provision, and that the little many which 

it will take to do this common justice by these 
people, (for I must call them people, ) these indi- 
viduals, these persons—for they are certainly en- 
titled to personality—is what we ought not to 
object to under circumstances like these. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Maine has 
| made his own case, and no doubt answered it to 
| his own satisfaction. Even one of less ability 
| could have done that. Nominally, he has as- 
| sumed to be answering me. He has not done it. 





| In order to make his speech, he had first to as-, 


sume that I had said something very unlike that 


we owe it to them, if we do land them on the || which 1 did say. The bill which is lying on the 
coast of Africa, to make some provision to keep || table is not confined to the simple purpose for 


LEE] suggests to me that his people will take care 
of them without charge. That is true; but he is 
| as well aware as I am that, under our existing 
| statutes, it is impracticable to land them on our 
| own coast and have them taken care of in Florida. 
| That is impossible; and | merely wish to say that 
as a matter of humanity, not to injure them—— 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


| them alive. The Senator from Florida [Mr. Yu- 


j 

} 

| how long a speech the Senator means to make in 
interruption of me. 

| Mr. CLINGMAN. I beg pardon, I will not 
interrupt the Senator further. I merely wanted 
to know if I was right in this view of the facts. 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. It is a very elevated view 
| of the facts, and I appreciate the elevation of the 





which the Senator speaks. In opposing this bill, 
therefore, | opposed something more than that to 
which he directs his argument. 

Again, sir: I did not propose to turn these cap- 
tured Africans loose on a desert island, to be 
caught up by pirates and made slaves. I said 
that if we engaged in the matter of a’ the 
trade elsewhere than on our coast, we fulfilled our 


I should like to know |} duty, I thought, to the captured slaves by send- 


ing them back to the country from which they 
were brought, as nearly as we could find it. Now 
the Senator assumes that they were not slaves 
there, for he says they were taken by violence 
by persons under the flag of the United States. Is 
it true, sir, that the little crews that go out on the 
craft with which the Senator is more familiar than 


| view, that inasmuch as we have declared the trade || myself—for they go from his country, and not 
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from mine—have invaded Africa, penetrated its 
wilderness there to capture the free barbarian; 
or does not the Senator know that they go to the 
barracoons upon the coast, and buy them from 
those who hold them in bondage; that they are 
traders, not soldiers; that they buy slaves—they 
do not capture Africans—that they take them in 
trade, not by violence; that they were on their 
way, in the course of their trade, to a eee 
country, not to our coast? Then, why does he 
talk about their being brought here to be made 
slaves? He knows they are not permitted to be 
brought here; and that, if we had not captured 
them, they would never have been brought here. 
Having captured them, having brought them un- 
der our ruling to the coast of the United States, 
instead of taking them to the coast of Africa, then 
the question arises, in the single case before us, 
what shall be done with them? If they have, as 
the Senator assumes, a country from which they 
have been torn by violence, they will be at home 
when they are landed there. If they were slaves 
in that country before they were brought here, 
their masters will probably take charge of them 
again when they get back. That is not our busi- 
ness. We are not called upon to take charge of 
them, to educate them. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Allow me a word. The 
Senator, in his previous remarks, and those he is 
now making, has misapprehended the bill. There 
is nothing here about education? It is merely to 

rovide for their physical wants. 

Mr. DAVIS. Letmesee. The bill provides: 


‘¢That it shall and may be lawful forthe President of the 
United States to enter into contract with any person or 
persons, society or sucieties, or body-corporate, for a term 
not exceeding five years, to receive from the United States 
through their duly constituted agent or agents, upon the 
coast of Africa, all negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color, 
delivered from on board vessels seized in the prosecution 
of the slave trade by commanders of the United States 
armed vessels, and to provide the said negroes, mulattoes, 
and persons of color with comfortable clothing, shelter, and 
provisions for the period of six months from the date of 
their being landed on the coast of Africa, at a price in no 
case to exceed one hundred dollars for each person so 
clothed, sheltered,and provided with food: Provided, ‘That 
any contract so made as aforesaid may be renewed by the 
President from time to time as found necessary for periods 
not to exceed five years on each renewal.”’ 


It provides for all of them that may be cap- 
tured for any term of years by any number of 
vessels; it has not to do simply with the negroes 
on the coast of Florida. And Hose it is provided 
that the President may renew this contract from 
time to time, as he may deem it necessary, for 
gesors not to exceed five years for each renewal. 

hus we are to keep a Navy afloat engaged in 
capturing slavers everywhere, and the President 
is to be authorized by Congress to make arrange- 
ments to take the slaves thus captured to Africa; 
to take charge of them there; to provide for them 
for six months after they are delivered to the 
agent; and we are to pay a certain amount per 
capita. What will all that amount to? A few 
thousand dollars, the Senator from Maine said. 
He had better have said a few millions. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If it were a few million, 

it would make no difference. 
«Mr. DAVIS. It would make no difference, 
perhaps, to the Senator; but it would be an ob- 
jection with those who object to paying taxes to 
this Government for any other than its legitimate 
purposes; those who do not choose to be taxed 
in order that the Government may be used for 
ends for which it was not instituted—who claim 
that the power of taxation shall be exercised in 
accordance with the Constitution, not in accord- 
ance with the theory which any gentleman may 
choose, for the time being, to start 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
interrupt the Senator from Mississippi, to call up 
& special order at this hour—the resolutions of 
the Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope this bill will go over until 
to-morrow. Certainly the Senator from Missis- 
ine will be answered by Senators on the other 
side. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move the special order 
be suspended until this bill is disposed of. ‘The 
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Senator from Louisiana said it was a matter of | 


| great importance. Certainly itis of pressing im- 
| portance; more pressing than the overland mail 
route bill. 1 think we can soon dispose of it. 
| Mr.GWIN. The overland mail route bili has 
been overruled for half an hour. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maine moves to postpose the prior orders to con- 
tinue the consideration of this bill. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, while I agree 


that there is a necessity for legislation, and as 
speedy legislation as the case will allow, uponthe 
subject-matter of this bill, yet we may make more 
haste than good speed. Inmy mind, it is a very 
difficult subject—what we are to do with this new 

hase of the African slave trade. 

am not disposed to act upon, so far as I am con- 
cerned, without due and prsees deliberation. I 
say this only to show the Senate that, if they 
postpone the resolutions with a view to take up 
this bill, there must be a very long debate upon 
it. That is my impression. 


It is one that | 


Mr. PUGH. I hope there will be no postpone- | 


ment of this bill; and I cannot see the necessity 
for any debate. The bill which is reported by 
the Senator from Louisiana contains simply the 
recommendation of the President, which involves 
none of those points to which Senators are now 
addressing their argument. As I said before— 
and that is the main point I rose now to repeat— 
here are twelve hundred negroes, savages, put 
upon the Island of Key West, with insufficient 
shelter, with scarcely timber enough on the island 
to make an inclosure for them. "They have just 
been taken from these ships in a state of disease, 
some of them dying. There is not only great 
mortality among them 

Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator from Ohio will 
pause for a moment, I will just say to the Senate, 
as they seem anxious to vote upon this bill, though 
I had a good many views to express, I have no 





anxiety to express them, and least of all if the | 


Senate do not want to hear the bill discussed. 
Mr. PUGH. I beg the Senator’s pardon, I 
thought he had concluded his argument. 
Mr. DAVIS. No, sir; | gave way under the 
ruling of the Presiding Officer. I will merely 


sa 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi will allow me, I will state that I designed 
to reply to what he had said; but I waive that. 
1 have no wish to continue the debate. 

Mr. DAVIS. I was going to say that I desire 
to move an amendment, to strike outall of the bill 
after the enacting clause, which precedes the last 
section, and then we we can adopt that which 
provides for sending back the Africans we have 
got here; and I hope no more will be brought to 
our coast. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that the 
special order be postponed for the pares of con- 
tinuing the consideration of this bill, and that is 
the first question in order. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS. Is it in order for me now to move 

my SeenON 
he VICE PRESIDENT. There is no amend- 
ment pending, and it is in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, down to 
the last section, in order that tne last section be- 
ing adopted, the Africans now held by the United 
States may be sent back, though I do not see why 
on earth we should send them back. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Mississippi proposes an amendment, which had 
better be read. The Senator from Mississippi 
ven ere: to strike out all after the enacting clause 
of the bill down to the last section. 

Mr. DAVIS. The last section, excepting lines 
three, four, and five. I strike outin the Jast sec- 
tion the words: 


* In his discretion, in aceardance with existing laws, and 
with the provisions of the first section of this act.” 


So that it will read simply to give him the power 
to send those back who are here. 





Mr. FESSENDEN. How will the bill read 
when amended ? : 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 


read it as it is proposed to be amended. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c. That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to take immediate measures 
for removing to the coast of Africa, and there providing 
with food, shelter, and clothing, for six months from the 
date of landing in Atrica, the captured Africans recently 
landed in the southern district of Florida; and that the 
sum of $200,000 be appropriated for that purpose out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish to observe, before 
the question is taken on that amendment, that I 
| have an amendment, to strike out all of the bill, 
and insert, which, | suppose, will take precedence 
of the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Mississippi. If that be so, if this amendment is 
in order, should like to offer it first. 

Mr. DAVIS. Let it be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from Mississippi is first in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have no wish to prevent the 
Senator from offering his amendment. Perhaps 
| I may agree to it, Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the proposed amendment, 
to strike out all after the enacting clause of the 
bill, and insert the following: 

That the President of the United States be authorized te 
cause to be apprenticed for a term of years, not exceedin 
five, the African negroes recently captured by the Unite 
States ships Mohawk and Wyandotte, under such regula- 
tions as he may prescribe, to secure the transportation of 
the said negroes to Africa upon the expiration of their term 
of service. 

Mr. DAVIS. I cannot accept that. 

Mr. MALLORY. In relation to that amend- 
ment I desire to sa 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
before the Senate ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
/on the amendment of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi. The amendment of the Senator from Flor- 
ida was read for information, but is not now be- 
fore the Senate. 

Mr. MALLORY. If it is not in order to ad- 
dress my remarks upon my amendment, I will 
not do so. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 





What is the question 





|| state that the amendment is not before the Sen- 


, ate. It will be in order as soon as the bill is per- 
| fected. 


| Mr. MALLORY. Very well. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to say two or three 


‘| words, inasmuch as I reported the bill which has 


} 


| 
| 
| 





| given rise to debate that I certainly did not antici- 
vate. The view that | tookof this subject in the 
Faicistty Committee was one purely een 
| The Governmentof the United States is bound by 
| treaty stipulations to aid in the suppression of 
the slave trade. If that treaty binds us, it is our 
| duty to carry it out in good faith. If it does not, 
| then we ought to refuse the performance of that 
duty vey and fairly, by declaring that we are 
not bound by the treaty, and do not mean to ex- 
| ecute it. Noone has yet taken the latter posi- 
tion. The treaty binds us in good faith to aid in 
the suppression of the slave trade. That bein 
the obligation of the Government, the practica 
question alone was presented to the committee, In 
carrying out that duty, the officers of the United 
States, under the instructions of the Government, 
have seized vessels bearing the flag of the United 
States, which were in the actual prosecution of 
the slave trade, and have brought them captive 
into one of our own ports; the captive Africans 
are on our shore; what shall be done with them? 
That was the simple practical question to which 
we looked, I desired, if possible, to avoid the 
constant recurrence of agitating discussions in the 
Senate. Finding the negroes there, I could con- 
ceive of no mode of disposing of them. more ex- 
pedient, viewing all the circumstancesof the case, 
than that suggested by the President of the United 
States, which had been adopted by President 
Monroe, and afterwards by himself. Until the 
roposition that has been read for information, 
just presented by the Senator from Florida—which 
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I shall not discuss, which I do not approve—no- 
body had hitherto suggested, at all events, that 
anything else could be done with those slaves than 
to take them back to Africa. 





Now, if we take them back there, we have to | 
do one of two things: either restore them exactly | 


to the position in which they were, or to a position 
equally favorable to themselves. I suppose it 
would be a matter of almost absolute impossibil- 
ity to take every captive African and pat bien just 


back where he was when taken away from his | 


home. It is a matter that we have nothing to do 
with. We are not bound to go in search of the 


THE 


i 








| 


domicile of each one of the liberated captives, and || 


take him just back to where he was originally 


taken from; but we take him back and put him || 


as far on his way home as we can, and at the 
same time pay just regard to the dictates of hu- 
manity. 

Now the Africans are to be taken back to the 
coast of Africa. 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi. When 
they are taken there, what is to be done with 


That seems to be admitted by | 


them? Nobody proposes to cast them loose upon | 


the shore, either at places where there are no in- 
habitants to take care of them, or at places “here 
there is no cultivation, in the wild woods or upon 
the open shore. Nobody can suggest such a 
proposition as that. Nobody has done it. They 
must be fed. ‘They must be fed for a short time, 


and sheltered and clothed until they can take care || 


of themselves. 

Mr. DAVIS. Why not at the place where they 
were shipped, I would ask the Senator? They 
are shipped at a particular place. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


They are shipped at a | 


a place; but surely the Senator from | 


fississippi would not suggest, after we had en- 


text) of assisting in its suppression, we should 
take the siaves off the ships and carry them back 
to the barracoons to be there held in slavery and 
sold to another trader. That would not be help- 
ing to suppress the slave trade in good faith, and 
therefore 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not wish to interrupt the 
Senator, but it seems to me exactly the thing we 
did agree todo. We did not agree after we cap- 
tured them to send them back anywhere. We 
agreed to keep eighty guns by the treaty to which 
he referred, to prevent the slave trade; that is, the 





exportation of Africans from the coast of Africa, 


That was what we agreed to do. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Ido not myself construe 
the obligations of our Government as the Senator 
from Mississippi does. I think it was understood 
between Great Britain and this country when 
that treaty was made, that we would endeavor 


to stop the slave trade on the coast of Africa by | 


rendering it impossible to prosecute it; and we 
expected to do that by capturing vessels engaged 
in it. Ido not think myself—other gentlemen 
may take a different view of the obligation—that 
it would be consistent with fair dealing between 
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bill that we do the captives some benefit; that we 
provide for their physical wants for a short time, 
until they can setorer for themselves? 


agree with the honorable Senator from Missis- 


sippi, that we have no duty to*perform in regard | 


to their education, nor in regard to any charity 
towards them, except the plainest and commonest 
principles of humanity, which would dictate that 
we must not put them where they are certain to 
starve, where they are certain to perish by ex- 
owe and want of food. We must, when we 
ave taken them out of this slave ship, where, at 
least, they were provided with food and shelter, 
and when we put them upon the coast of Africa, 


provide food and shelter for them temporarily, for | 


the moment. That I consider weare fairly bound 


to do, if we mean to carry out the provisions of | 


the treaty. 
If a motion is made towards abrogating the 
treaty; if the policy of the treaty is to be taken 


into considefation, a large class of subjects will 


be opened up which, I have no doubt, would oc- 
cupy the attention of the Senate for days, if not 
for weeks; but now I suggest that all we have to 
do is this: to say what shall be done with the 
negroes, as — are captured and brought in this 


country for adjudication under the treaty as it | 


stands, All or nearly all admit that they cannot 
be kept in this country. Our friends who are in 
favor of the liberation of the African negroes, I 
believe, would not be willing to receive them at 


home and take care of them at the North. Ido | 
not believe the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid So- | 
ciety would accept them and agree to take care of | 
| them. 


I do not believe an abolition community 
in the North, the most abolition of all, would be 
willing to receive them and take care of them. At 


_ all events, they are incapable of giving an intelli- 
gaged to endeavor to suppress the slave trade, || 
that, under the pretext (for it would be buta pre- | 


| President to make a contract. 


this Government and Great Britain to take these || 


slaves off the ships and take them back to the 
barracoons to be resold. 
our national obligation. If lam right in that 
view of it—and I am firmly convinced | am right, 
Ido not say | may not be mistaken—that it is 
our duty under that treaty fairly to arrest, as far 
as we can, the prosecution of the slave trade, 
then something else must be done with these 
slaves besides putting them back in the hands of 
the slave-traders and slave-dealers on the coast. 
Now, they may be put anywhere on the coast. 
The only question is, what is the most convenient 
lace ? Under the law, as it now stands, the Pres- 
ident of the United States is authorized to appoint 
an agent on the coast of Africa to receive and 
take charge of the slaves carried back to the coast, 
and to provide for their immediate wants. The 
President says that that costs more than to make 
a contract with this society, which will take better 
care of them ata less cost. The question is one 
then, purely, practically, of expediency. If we 
do not pass this bill, we leave the law as it stands; 
and then the President has his own agents on the 
coast, and they, at the expense of the Govern- 
ment, are to receive these slaves and provide for 
them, costing more than it would cost the coun- 
try under this bill, and with less regard to the 


mm . . e | 
That is my view of | 





benefit of these captives. Is it an objection to the | 





rible assent to anything on the subject. Our 
- se are finished, under our treaty obligations, 
when we carry them back to the coast. Then 
the sole practical question remaining is, shall 
be thrown upon the coast loose to starve, or shall 
some provision for a temporary period be made 
to provide them with the absolute necessaries of 
life? bkdo not suppose that there can be a ques- 
tion about that; and if we only confine ourselves 
to the epee before us, there can be but very 
little debate upon the subject. 

As to the proposition of confining this legisla- 
tion to the slaves now upon the coast of Florida, 
I would have no objection to it whatever, if we 
were certain that no more would be brought in, 
and this’subject would not be brought before us 
again during the course of the present session. 
The President tells us in his message, and there 
is reason to apprehend, there will be other cap- 
tures of the same kind. The slaves will be landed 
upon the coast. Shall this subject be brought 
anew, with a fresh act, every time a cargo of 
negroesis captured? Inthe mean time the officers 
of the Government are not provided with instruc- 
tions or directions what to do. What is the first 
section of the bill, sir? It is an authority to the 

He sakel for 


authority to make a permanent contract. Now, | 
under that authority, ifgiven, the President might | 


make a contract for ten, twenty, or thirty years. 
We were not disposed, we did not think it pru- 
dent for the Judiciary Committee, to authorize the 
President to make a permanent contract to bind 
the Government for any indefinite number of 
years. We thought, if we made acontract for the 


| next five years, that if the society would receive 


such Africans as might be captured, upon a rea- 
sonable basis, that was long enough to contract 
ahead; and in the absence of legislation by Con- 
gress, he might renew that contract from time to 
time, and under that contract bind the society to 
give these people food, shelter, and clothing for 
six months, until they can look around and take 
care of themselves, to save them from starvation. 
I trust, therefore, as the measure is one purely 
to carry out the provisions of the treaty, and as 
no better proposition is made, that there will be 
no difficulty in passing it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I promised the Senate not to say 
anything more on this subject, and will not do 
it; but Task the Secretary to read the eighth and 
ninth articles of the treaty of Washington, bet- 
ter known as the Ashburton treaty, of the 9th of 
August, 1842. 

he Secretary read, as follows: 
“Avr. 8. The parties mutually stipniate, that each shall 


OBE. 


I fully | 
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{| prepare, equip, and maintain in service, on the coast oy 
| Africa, a sufficient and adequate squadron, or naval force 
of vessels uf suitable numbers and descriptions, to carry 

| in all, not less than eighty guns, to enforce, separately and 
respectively, the laws, rights, and obligctions of each or 

the two countries, for the suppression of the slave trage 

the said squadrons to be independent of each other; but 
the two Governments stipulating, nevertheless, to give such 
orders to the officers commanding their respective forces as 
shall enable them most effectually to act in concert and eo. 
operation upon mutual consultation, as exigencies may 
arise, for the attainment of the true object of this artic:. 
copies of all such orders to be communicated by each Goy. 
ernment to the other, respectively. 

“Art. 9, Whereas, notwithstanding all efforts which may 
be made on the coast of Africa for suppressing the slaye 
| trade, the facilities for carrying on that traffic, and avojq 
| ing the vigilance of cruisers, by the fraudulent use of f\g9, 

and other means, are so great, and the temptations tor pur 
suing it, while a market can befound for slaves, s@ strong, as 
that the desired resuit may be long delayed, unless all may 

| kets be shut against the purchase of Atrican negroes ; the 
parties to this treaty agree that they will unite in all be 
coming representations and remonstrances with any and «)| 

| Powers within whose dominions such markets are alloweg 

to exist; and that they will urge upon all such Powers tho 

propriety and duty of closing such markets effectually, a 

once and forever.”’ 

Mr. MASON Mr. President, so far as I hare 
considered this subject, it is really environed wit) 
difficulties, and very great difficulties. I was per- 
fectly correct in my recollection of that treaty, 
which was different from the view taken of it hy 
the honorable Senator from Louisiana. The 
treaty stipulates nothing more than that a naval 
| armament of a certain amount shall be kept by 

the United States on the coast of Africa for the 
purpose of preventing the eo of negrocs 
from Africa in ships of the United States. So far 
as there is any duty to stop the slave trade in 

American ships, it is confined entirely to a treaty 

stipulation to keep a certain naval armament on 

the coast of Afriga. 

Now, sir, [ am very clear in this opinion, that 
all the difficulties attending this subject grow out 
of the fact that the legislation upon this subject 
commenced upon the wrong basis. I am one of 
those who never could see any warrant in the 
Constitution by which the United States under- 
took to suppress the slave trade—never. Ido not 
go into the question of the humanity, or the pol- 
icy, or the wisdom of suppressing the slave trade. 
My opinions upon those points ae be of known 
character; but they do not at all affect the ques- 
tion of constitutional law. I never did see in the 
Constitution any warrant for the United States to 
|| put a stop to the slave trade. However, we have 
taken that start, and I am willing to admit, so far 
| as I can understand now the policy that governs 
the Congress, we cannot get back from that posi- 
tion. Then, as to the — quesyon—— 

‘Mr. BENJAMIN. ill the Senator permit 
me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. MASON. Gertainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is simply to read an ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Ghent, which has not been 
read. It is the tenth article of that treaty. I had 
taken up the volume of treaties; but my friend 
from Maryland [{Mr. Pearce] found the article 
for me: 

‘* Whereas the traffic in slaves is irreconcilable with the 
a of humanity and justice, and whereas both his 

ajesty and the United States are desirous of continuing 
their efforts to promote its entire abolition: it is hereby 
agreed that both the contracting parties shali use their best 
endeavors to accomplish so desirable an object.”’ 


It is under that article that I said the obligation 
rests on the faith of our Government. 

Mr. MASON. The United States can inter- 
fere no further, certainly, than asitaffectsits owe 
ships. Now, I would agree with the honorable 
Senator that, under the obligations of the treaty 
of Ghent, the whole discretion is reserved to the 


| 
United States, not to omit any fair or reasonable 
| 
| 








exertion of power to stop the slave trade in ves 
sels of the United States; and, so far as I under- 
stand, the Government has done it; but the prac- 
tical difficulty arises, as I have said, from taking 
the wrong start on the subject. As [ read the 
Constitution of the country and the theory of the 
Government, this question should have been ie! 
with the States, and with the States only. It is 
question that belongs to the States, and should 
never have been wrested from them by legislation. 
I do not believe the Constitution did it. The 
State of Virginia, long before the adoption of the 
Constitution, passed a law, as it was perfectly 
competent to do, prohibiting, under very severe 
and adequate penalties, the preporension of slaves 
from Africa into the State of Virginia. That law 
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stil] continues, and I doubt not, in the spirit of the bring them away. If they were slaves confined 
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oo - es, and I dou ' ‘d || and be restored to their former condition and 
ce cople of Virginia, it will continue, for they are || in barracoons, subject to barter and sale, then it || rights, whatever they were. Thag is our duty, 
'¥, Be opposed to the trade in slaves from Africa. It is | was an act of kindness to bring them away, and | I am for performing it to the spirit of it; and I 
nd $ ‘ye law, so far as I know, of all the southern i it would be an act of kindness to keep them away. || would rather go a step too far than stop one inch 
i, [) States. The difficulty arises from the fact that the But if they were the free people that the Senator || short of that measure of justice to beings situated 
ut [FE jegislation of Congress has attempted to take the || from Maine represents, who have been torn from || as they are. 1 do not wish to proleunesie a single 
ch subject from the jurisdiction of the States, because || the arms of their friends and kindred by pirates, || sentence, the debate op this subject. [am anx- 
“SBS if there isno market for the slaves, of course there || and carried off to a foreign land, then those kindred |) ious to close it;-l. am anxious for the passage of 
ae + will be no supply, no inducement to bring them || and friends will stand with open arms to receive || this bill; and I want to show, on the part of the 
le; com Africa. We have undertaken by our laws, | them back, and it will be an act of humanity to || American people, a readiness and a promptness to 
* not only to punish the commanders and owners | return them. We are not called upon to keepthem, || fulfill our treaty obligations upon this subject, . 
ay [E) of vessels of the United States engaged in this | clothe them, or shelter them when we shall have and to perform that duty which our laws require a? 
ve f traffic, but we have undertaken to provide for the returned them again to the bosom of their friends, || of us. di 
id - cargoes that the captured vessels may have on || and to their warm embraces. I do not believea || As to the suggestion, (and I will say a word le 
“s @ board, and thus arises the difficulty. | word of this story of the great inhumanity of | upon that now, though itis not the immediate i 
a H Putting the treaties out of view, the existing law || bringing these people away from the coast of Af- || subject of debate,) that the President of the United = 
ar of the United States—the law of 1819—requires || rica; but, inasmuch as we are compelled to return || States shall be required to have these negroes ap- , 
hie bs that when a vessel of the United States is captured || them, cannot allow them to remain on our shores, || prenticed or hired out for aterm of years, and 
“ ' with slaves on board, they shall be brought to | I am willing to send them back. They will be in || out of the profits they are to be sent back to Af- in 
« (| this country, and they shall be delivered to the || no worse condition when they get back there than || rica, Lask any gentleman if he had not rather . 
hie ~ marshal of the district where the vessel arrives, || they were when they were taken away; and we || send them back at the public expense than under- Le fy 
- and then the President shall take measures to re- || Shall have discharged all our duty to the treaty, || take to execute any such theory as that? The * a 
> wn them to the coast of Africa. That is the | and discharged all our obligations. We are not || President of the United States to be engaged, by ‘e 
ve @ existing law; and that must be complied with, I || called upon to do anything more; and, so far asI || himself or his agent, in hiring out or renting out i 
th # am very free to admit. What I want to avoid is || am concerned, I will not do anything more. this year and that year, toa good master or bad q 
er | the institution of any kind of policy amending the || Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do notrise to prolong || master, one of these poor speechless savages, and Bs! 
y, _ provisions of the law of 1819 until we have had || for many moments this debate, I hope, sir. Here || out of the miserable gains and profits to be made Lee 
by _ more time to revise it and toarrange it. I donot || is a case of practical duty, a practical necessity, || out of his labor to rasse a fund to send him back i 
he _ want, further than we can possibly avoid, tocom- || I may say, of providing for a particular case. || to the country from which your people have taken 
val ' mit the Government of the United States to any || This bill does no more than to provide for that || him! That is letting him work his passage back i Gp 
by ' general policy of philanthropy or humanity on || case, and such others like it as may occur here- || with a vengeance. That is not sending him back; | ee 
he J this subject, but to discharge its duty so far as ‘after. The bill does no more than meet the ex- || it is making him pay for his passage, and work 
es treaty stipulation goes as long as those treaties || igency of the case, in the opinion of those who || his way back. Sir, I do not want the land to be 
far exist; and in discharging that duty to take care || are in favor of the measure. We are led into a troubled with him. He is useless to us. We do 
in that no injury shall result, no inhumanity or || debate of an indefinite extent as to what the power || not want him. We want to send him back, and 
ily _ want of proper care to these Africans when they || of Congress was to prohibit slavery; what are the || get rid of him, and get rid of the sight of the 
on _ are seized under the laws of the United States on | implied obligations upon us in regard to these cap- || crime which our countrymen have committed 
the high seas; but I am not prepared—I do not || tured slaves; whether the power ought ever to || against our laws. I am for sending him back. It 
hat _ know that the Senate is prepared—to devise what |} have been exercised of prohibiting the slave trade || matters not to us what it costs. I want to be as 
out _ that policy shall be. I shall vote therefore, with || by Congress. These are questions now that || economical as possible in- every matter, even of 
ject the honorable Senator from Mississippi to restrict || are suggested in this debate, and if pursued, might || humanity. Economy is a virtue that applies to 
* ol the present bill, one which, I am free to admit, || consume an indefinite period of our time. Sir, || everything and the performance of every duty. 
the ought to be passed speedily if we can do it with || isit not betterto act and perform that duty which || Let it be done as economically as it can be. I do 
ler- _ safety, to carry inte execution by proper appro- || is right beforeus; which wecan seeclearly; which, || not know that it can be done more economically 
not _ priation the existing law. Nothing more Is re- || if we will, we cando completely? Then, we may || than this bill provides for. It is pretty stringent, 
vol _ quired to carry the existing law into execution || have a hope of making an end of this sort of le- || I think. The billis framed with a view to execute 
de. : than to appropriate the money necessary, and I || gislation. Otherwise, if we are to wait until we || substantially and fully our obligations on this 
wn # am prepared to do it; but I am against authoriz- || have meditated upon this subject, and made up subject, as 1 wasdeenent them. lam for it as it 
\es- _ ing the President to make a treaty for five years, ‘| our minds on all the great issues, past, present, || is. I will try no such experiment as is proposed 
the _ more especially when that contract is to author- || and future, which have been suggested, and then || by the gentleman from Florida, nor will f con- 
3 to _ ize the maintenance and care of those negroes || legislate upon the subject, the present necessity || sent to give up a single provision that the bill 
ave _ upon the coast of Africa for a period of twelve || will have passed away; the present duty will have || contains. It provides simply and clearly for the 
far , months, Iam told the bill has been amended so || been totally neglected. It is a duty of urgency; || existing evil, and for such others just like it as 
rs _ as toextend the term from six to twelve months. || it is a duty to be performed now. Wait one || may occur hereafter, to save us the trouble of 
O8I- _ Thatis not within our power. We have noth- || month,and you have violated thatduty; a portion || prepetual legislation on the subject. 
_ tng to do with the negroes after we get them to || of the very objects for which you are now called || Mr. TOOMBS. Mr. President, as in the pres- 
mit _ Africa further than what may be justly due to the || to legislate have perished; or, what might be still || ent stage of the bill I do not intend to vote for it, 
humanity of the subject. Having taken them out || more touching to our sympathies, have created a || I shall very briefly give my reasons, in order to 
_ of the possession of their owners, or captors, if || pestilence ameng our own countrymen in their || prevent any misconception. I never liked the 
ar gentlemen choose to call them so, and determined | vicinity. Ashburton treaty. I doubted its authority, in the 
ech @ to return them to the coast of Africa, we should The Senator from Virginia is willing to make |} first place; and in the next place, | hanes it was 
had _ take care after they get there, that they shall be || provision for this case. This bill does no more. || entangling ourselves with an alliance, and loek- 
end i wo in some position where they will not starve. || Let us pass this bill. If that meditation to which || ing after other people’s business instead of our 
icle _ Ido not see that we are called upon to go any || the gentleman has invited us shall enable us to || own. We have the undoubted right to prevent 
further than that; and we must get further inform- || make a betterand wiser provision on thissubject || the slave trade from Africa to the United States, 
athe stion of the condition of things on the coast of | hereafter, let us do it; and in doing it, we can dis- \| and we have done it; and I bMieve all the States 
J Africa; what means exist there, or what means || pense with and annul any provision of law we || of the Union actually did it before the power at- 
— can be created there for making the best témpo- || make now. The passage of this bill will not pre- || tached to the Federal Government. My own 
bet (Ee rary provision for them after they are returned. || clude us from that meditation and better legisla- || State forbade it by her constitution in 1798, when 
 lcannot vote for the bill, therefore, as a policy now || tion, which he tells us it may be hoped further \| she hada right to carry on the trade, if she thought 
‘ion [E ‘0 be devised in aid of the existing law. experience and reflection may enable us to adopt. || proper, for ten Years Caan South Carolina did 
4 Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, this bill has not Then, sir, I see nothing here but the simple iso- |; 1t in 1802. At the time the power attached to the : 
tere : assumed any form in which I can vote for it. I || lated question between those gentlemen who think || Federal Government the slave trade was unlaw- a 
we , qm willing to carry out our treaty stipulations on |, thatthe performance of this duty requires of us, not | ful in every State of the Union, and there was no | 
ble JE tis subject. I will not go, so tar as my vote is || only to land them upon the shores of Africa, but || special necessity for that clause; but that was a if 
aty J) concerned, one inch beyond it. When these peo- || to land them there with a provision that may en- || very different question. We all know that the 
‘the ple are brought to our coast, and fall into our pos- || able them to reach their homes, and make their || clause in the Constitution allowing it for twenty 
ble session, we cannot permit them to remain, and || return a substantial performance of our duty, and || years was because it was supposed Congress 
ven therefore the obligation is upon us to send them || those who think we ought merely to land them || might prohibit it under the power “to regulate 
aa back to Africa. Tam willing to do that at the || upon the shore. That is the only real difference, || commerce with foreign nations, among the differ- 
at public expense; but I am not willing to support || the only practical difference. I cannot agree with || ent States, and with the Indian tribes.’* But I 
sing them out of the natiqnal Treasury one hour || either of my friends from Mississippi on this sub- || do not deem it the duty of this Government; I 
the after they get there. Take them back to their || ject. Toland them there would be performing || do not think it incumbent on us, under the laws 
"the homes; they will be no worse off when you land |} our contract to the letter; but it is the letter, as we || of nations, to regulate trade even in African 
‘et ee chem again on the shores of African than when || read in a good book, that kills, and itis the spirit }| slaves between Africa and Brazil, or Africa and 
— they were taken from it. that saves. That construction would fulfill liter- |} Cuba. That is a question for their Governments. 
suid [EF ) . All this talk about its being an act of inhuman- || ally this lesson. To land them upon the naked || We cannot regulate trade between other nations; 
ion. [| ‘Y to take them back to the precise place from || shores of Africa would be literally to kill them. || and I think all this thing of putting our fingers 
The i which we are told they were ruthlessly torn, is || If you are under any obligation to return them, || in to prevent the slave trade between Africa and 
‘the fp humbug. if it was an act of barbarity to brin which gentlemen seem to admit, that same obli- |} Cuba, or Africa and Brazil, is a policy to be dis- 
ctly f them away, it must be an act of kindness to send || gation binds you toland them in such a form and || couraged. Itis none of our business. It does 
vere | | ‘hem back. If it is inhuman and barbarous to || manner, and under such protection, and with || not originate from any duty arising under the 
wes |) Teturn them to their country, then human inge- || such meansof subsistence, as will enable them, as || Constitution, in my judgment. We have a right 
Le nuity cannot demonstrate that it was inhuman to || is contemplated by law, to reach their homes || to prevent the African slave trade with ourselves; 
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to prevent the bringing of slaves into the United 
States. We have executed that power; that is, 
we have- passed laws for it, but it seems that they 
are evaded like other laws. That same principle 
seems to have prevailed in the legislation of all 
the States of the Union. I know it did with the 
original thirteen, and probably with the rest. 
Possibly some of the rest may have omitted it, on 
account of their coming into the Union after the 
performance of it by Congress in 1808; but when 
the power attached to Congress to touch the sub- 





ject, all the States had forbidden the slave trade. | 


My own State, I repeat, had done so by its or- 
ganic law, which stands to-day. 

But I do not intend to encourage the Ashburton 
treaty. If it was only intended to prevent the 
slave trade between Africa and this country, it 


was right; but with the construction put on it | 


by my honorable friend from Louisiana, it was 
wrong. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The treaty of Ghent. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Well, sir, no treaty can do it. 
A treaty cannot give any powers to Congress, 
The President and Senate of the United States 
cannot give power to this Government. All our 
claims to power must be under the Constitution, 
and under the Constitution alone. We can regu- 
late the trade for ourselves. That is our busi- 
ness, that is our right, that is our duty; and any 
proper measures for preventing the slave trade 
with the United States are within the legitimate 
powers and duties of the Government, which | am 
ready to maintain. But I deny the principle laid 
down by the gentleman feom Maine. The trade 
is not against the laws of nations. Our own Con- 


| the coast of Cuba. 


stitution admits that it was according to the laws | 


of nations when it was formed. Who has altered 
them since? Who has a right to alter them? 
You have taken these people by your ships, and 
[ am willing, in a libesal spirit of humanity, to 
carry them back, and restore them to whatever 
rights they had. I say this in order that I may 
not be misunderstood. I vote against the bill, 
because it ingrafts upon the country a policy that 
I do not approve. You have these people under 
your flag now. You have taken them away from 
persons not hailing from this country, and who 
did not intend to bring them here; but as you 
have them, I am willing to make the best dispo- 
sition of them you can according to humanity 
and justice, and I do not care much what that is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor.) 


aos | 
The question is on the amendment moved by the | 


Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 17, nays 38; as follows: 

YRAS—Messrs. Brown, Chesnut, Clay, Davis, Fitzpat- 
rick, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Mallory, Mason, Nich- 
olson, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, Toombs, Wigfall, 
and Yulee—17. 

NAYS—Messers. Anthony, Benjamin, Bigler, Bingham, 
Bragg, Bright, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Crit- 
tenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Green, 
Grimes, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Hemphill, Hunter, 
Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Latham, Pearce, 
Polk, Powell, Pugh, Simmons, Sumner, Ter Eyck, Trum- 
bull, Wade, and Wilson—38. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MASON. I move to amend the bill in the 
second section, by striking out, in lines four and 
five, the words, ‘* whenever it shall be practica- 
ble.’’ It now reads: 

“ That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to issue instructions to the commanders 
of the armed vessels of the United States, directing them, 
whenever it shall be practicable, and under such rules and 
regulations as he may prescribe, to proceed directly to the 
eoast of Africa,” &c. 

I can very well understand why the phrase 
** whenever it shall be practicable’? was intro- 
duced, in the conception, doubtless, of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, that there might be cap- 
tures under circumstances where it would not be 
practicable to proceed directly with them to the 
coast of Africa. Such cases might arise. There 
might be cases where all on Loard were ill with 
some fatal disease; there might be cases where the 
capturing ship and the siave ship both would not 
have sufficient supplies for that journey, But 
cases of that sort could be seeuided for under the 
power given to the President here to make rules 
aad regulations under which they should be taken 
back. My desire is to make it mandatory on the 
naval officers, through the President, to exercise 
no discretion but that which the President shal! 


|| tured in the Gulf of Mexico, around amongst the 
| Spanish islands, if itis practicable, the bill orders 





| Africa. 


| be that they are to be taken direetly to Africa, 


|| water and other necessary supplies, Rules of that 





| be impracticable, under the bill as it stands. 


| ber of captives on board for guiding the officers as 
to the practicability of taking them back to Africa, 
| or the necessity of bringing them into port. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








exercise under his rules and regulations, tu de- | 
termine when it is practicable and when it is not, || 
from the desire to avoid the increased expense || 
and the legislation which is necessary in reference || 
to these negroes if they are brought to our coun- | 
try. 1 do not see any necessity for bringing them | 
here to deport them when they can be taken back, 
wherever they may be captured on the high seas, 
directly to Africa. Take the case of a capture off 
It may be possible that it is 
necessary to have additional supplies before they 
can sail for Africa. These regulations could pro- | 
vide that they should be not landed, but should 
make for the nearest port where supplies could be 
had, and be detained until supplics could be ob- 
tained by the captors in order to take them back. 
The regulations could provide for every case. I 
want to take away the discretion from the com- || 
manding officer. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. The language of that sec- 
tion is adopted from the President’s message, and 
it appears to me that it would be very improper 
to strike out these words. The bill, as it stands, 
is imperative; the officers are ordered to take the 
captives to the coast of Africa, and there liberate 
them ‘** whenever it is practicable,” 
rules and regulations which the President may 
prescribe. ‘The reason for the limitation to cases 
where it shall be practicable, the Senator himself | 
has suggested. The slavers thatare captured on 
the coast of Cuba have gone through all their 








under the |} 


| coast of Cuba. 





Mr. BENJAMIN. Now, suppose that is im. 
practicable under the regulations; suppose they 
cannot do it. 

Mr. MASON. I cannot conceive that the 
would not find a port somewhere without neces. 
sarily coming to the United States. 

Mr. MALLORY. It must be evident, I think 
both to the Senator from Louisiana and the Sen. 
ator from Virginia, that this restriction wij} 
amount to nothing. All who have any familiar. 
ity with the manner in which the slave trade jg 
conducted, know well that a vessel detected on 
the coast of Cuba could not carry the same cargo 
back to the coast of Africa without an interval of 
a yery considerable time. The vessel herself jg 


| justly gauged, and every slave that can find ac. 


commodation on board of her is there stowed jpn 
a small, narrow place. They lose only a certain 
time, and the slavholder knows it toa minute. 
Disease ensues; and when they are about being 
landed for Cuba, they are rather fit for a hospital 
than for a return voyage. The thing is simply 
impracticable. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator permit 
me to suggest to him that all slaves are not cap- 
tured on the coast of Cuba, but some are cap- 
tured on the coast of Africa? 

Mr. MALLORY. lam aware of that, and I 
am restricting myself to those captured on the 
I wil! state that of the Wildfire’s 
cargo recently landed at Key West, twenty were 





voyage, and there is not one case in a hundred 
where there would be provisions and supplies 
on board sufficient to -take the negroes back to 
When captured nearer to the coast of 
Africa, of course there could be no possible ex- 
cuse for bringing them here. When they are cap- 


them to be taken back directly to Africa, without 
bringing them here. The Senator proposes to 
strike out the words ** whenever it shall be practi- | 
cable.”? What will be the result?) The result will 


whether it is practicable or not. 

Mr. MASON. No. I said that under the 
power of the President to prescribe rules and reg- 
ulations by which they could be taken back to | 
Africa, he could remove all difficulties. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Both of these are in this | 
section. Whenever it is practicable, under ‘the 
rules and regulations which the President shall 
issue, they shall take them directly to the coast 
of Africa.’’ Now, the Senator proposes to strike 
out the words ** whenever it shall be practicable.”’ 
I cannot see what is to be effected by that, except 
a suggestion that they are to be taken there when 
it is impracticable. . order to prevent an abuse 
of discretion, the President is to make rules and 
regulations; and probably the regulations from 
the Navy Department would provide what quan- 
tity of provisions should be considered sufficient 
for each person on board, and what quantity of 





character would be given in proportion to the num- 


All 
that is left to the discretion of the Department, 
and the only limitation upon the duty of taking 
them to the coast of Africa, is that it shall be im- | 
yracticable under the rules and regulations of the | 
Jepartment. They are bound to do it, unless it 





Mr. MASON. What I meant was simply 
this: that the law should not leave it to the Presi- 
dent to judge when it was practicable to take | 
them back, and when it was not; that is to say, 
that the law should not consider that a case would 
arise where it would not be practicable to take 
them back without landing, because, if the law con- 
templated it, then the President might leave itto the 
discretion of the captor. With my amendment, 
the section will read, ‘* that the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
issue instructions to the commanders of the armed 
vessels of the United States, directing them, un- 
der such rules and regulations as he may pre- 
scribe, to proceed directly to the coast of Africa.” 
If it should be found that there was a want of 
supplies, the President would have nothing to do | 
but to direct that they should secure supplies at 
the nearest nenetianbta port of this country, or 
any other, and then proceed. 





buried in a few days. That cargo arrived in a 
condition of superior health, such as very few 
slaves are ever delivered in, and yet twenty were 
buried in the course of a few very days. The 
second cargo, that of the William, now there, 


|, consisting of five hundred and fifty, were landed 


| in a much worse condition. The probability is, 
that of the eleven hundred slaves, at least one 
hundred will be left there, even if we get them off 
now and pass the bill to-day. The Senator from 
Louisiana is certainly as familiar asany other Sen- 
ator with this subject; and he knows surely that 
no slaver captured on the coast of Cuba, or any- 
where in the Gulf of Mexico, could return; and 
the ships of the United States would never take 
a single slave on board of them; and no officer 
wants to go on board of a slaver. Perhaps it is 
the most disagreeable duty that could be imposed 
upon any man. 
The amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
| amendment be offered 
Mr. MALLORY. 

is pending. 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment which was laid on the table by the Senator 
from Florida, will be read. 
The Seerctary read the amendment, which is 
to strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill, 
and insert: 


“That the President of the United States be authorized to 
cause to be apprenticed, for a term of years not exceeding 
five, the African negroes recently captured by the United 
| States ships Mohawk and Wyandotte, under such regula- 
tions as he may prescribe to secure the transportation of 
the said negroes to Africa upon the expiration of their term 
of service. 


Mr. MALLORY ., Without saying a word as 
| to the constitutionality of the law which proclaims, 
the slave trade to be piracy, or the interdiction of 
the slave frade at all, 1 am disposed to carry out 
the law as it exists, if we can do so—the Jaw 
of 1819. Upon the policy and expediency of that 
law, I shall not even pass an opinion here; but |, 
am not disposed to go beyond the law if we can 
possibly obviate the necessity of doing so. The 
amendment which I have proposed will give an 
opening to those who are unwilling to provide 
for these slaves on the coast of Africa, to escape 
| from it. 
The object of providing for them in Africa for 
| twelve months 1s, doubtless, to enable them to 
| support themselves thereafter; to place them with 
_ the colonization negroes there, to learn somewhat 
| of the arts of civilization. If that be the aM 
| it could not be half so well attained as it could in 
the State of Massachusetts, or the State of Maine, 
or the State of New Hampshire, or in the middle 
States, where these men might be ap renticed, 
and learn some of the arts of civilized life. There 
| is no restriction in the amendment as to the lati- 
| tude in which they shall be apprenticed. The 
| discretion is lodged in the President of the Uni- 
ted States. It may be objected, perhaps, that 


If no further 





My amendment, I believe, 
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he might apprentice them in the southern States, 
where they might not be heard of again. That 
is not the object I have in view. The object is 
to return them to the coast of Africa in a condi- 
tion to do something for themselves. One of the 
most experienced travelers upon that continent 
has told us that, on the whole continent of Africa, 
no negro works voluntarily; every onc who works 
does it under the compulsion of a master, or the 
impulse of self-preservation. Voluntary labor, 
on the coastof Africa, has hitherto been unknown; 
and if we return these men there, after beinga year 
hanging about the Colonization Society, they will 
be in a worse condition than they are now. 

I think, sir, we may also say that the fact, known 
to many of us, that years ago, when some slaves 
were —— and carried to New Orleans, and 
during the pendency of the trial for four years, I 
think, they were hired out by the marshal to dif- 
ferent owners conditioned to be returned, and that 
every one of them, if I am correct, was returned 
to the coast of Africa, would rebut any presump- 
tion of this kind; but still the amendment does 
not contemplate that they shall be apprenticed in 
the southern States; but it is aimed to get rid of 
this dilemma, that if you have the right to appro- 
priate money to support these thousand negroes 
on the coast of Africa for a year, you have the 
same right to appropriate mouey for our own cit- 
izens. Undoubtedly you have. Where you get 
your authority from to support a thousand Afri- 
cans upon the coast of Africa, | am yet to sce; but 
when you show it to me, I presume that under 
the same authority you might support a thousand 
of your own citizens. But still I am willing to 
strain a point if we cannot get this, and vote some 
money to sustain these negroes, for I conceive 
that it would be worse than inhuman to land these 
helpless beings on the coast of Africa to starve, 
or go into the hands of the next slave-trader who 
chose to grasp them up. But the amendment will 
get rid of thatdifficulty. I am, however, admon- 
ished by my friends around me, that it is unac- 
ceptable to them, and by their votes I should 
expect to pass it, if atall. If there is a general 
desire on their part that I shall withdraw it, I will 
do so, for [ would not embarrass the bill by any- 
thing of the kind. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment being withdrawn, the question is on order- 
ing the bill to be engrossed and read the third 
time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The amendment which 
was made, striking out *‘six months’’ and in- 
serting ‘* one year,’’ I think only applied to one 
section of the bill. There are two sections where 
the words * six months’’ occur, and I suggest 
that, to make it conform to the amendment al- 
ready adopted, ‘* one year’’ should be inserted in 
both sections. 

Mr. PUGH. That verbal amendment is neces- 
sary in the third section. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois move the amendment? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. |[VERSON. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 41, nays 14: as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Benjamin, Bigler, Bingham, 
Bragg, Bright, Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Clingman, Col- 
lamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, foot, Fos- 
ter, Green, Grimes, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Hemp- 
hill, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, La- 
tham, Mallory, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Simmons, 


Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson, Trumbull, Wade, and Wil- 
son—41. 


NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Clay, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Iver- 
son, Johnson of Arkansas, Mason, Nicholson, Rice, Sebas- 
tian, Slidell, Toombs, Wigfall, and Yuiee—14. 


So the bill was passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
oT Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 

ouse had passed a bill (No. 22) to prevent the 
sale of the public lands, except to actual settlers, 
for ten years after the same shall have been sur- 
veyed; in which the concurrence of the Senate 
was requested. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The message further announced that the House 




















had passed the bill (H. R. No. 339) making ap- | 

ropriations for the legislative, executive, and | 
Judicial expenses of the Government for the year | 
ending the 30th of June, 1861, in which the con- | 
currence of the Senate was requested. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the bill was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committec | 
on Finance. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


insists upon its amendment to the first amend- | 


ment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 5) || 


making appropriations for the support of the Mil- 
itary Academy for the year ending 30th of June, | 
1861, disagreed to by the Senate, and also insists 
upon its disagreement to the residue of the amend- 


ference asked by the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and appoints 
Mr. Bensamin Stanton, of Ohio, Mr. Joun H. 
Reacan, of Texas, and Mr. Henry WINTER 
Davis, of Maryland, managers at the same on 
the part of the House. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills; which 


| thereupon received the signature of the Vice Pres- 


ident: 

A bill (H.R. No. 695) for the relief of Asenath 
M. Elliott, widow of Captain Edward G. Elliott; 
and 

A bill (H. R. No. 702) making appropriations 
for the construction of certain military roads in 
the Territory of Washington. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (H. R. No. 22) to prevent the sale of 
the public lands, except to actual settlers, for ten 
years after the same shall have been surveyed, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


CONFIRMATION OF LAND ENTRIES. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 
44) confirming certain land entries under the third 
section of the act of March 3, 1855, entitled ‘* An 
act making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1856;”’ and, 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, it 
was 

Ordered, That the bill and the amendment of the House 


to the amendment of the Senate be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BROWN presented the petition of Young 
Williams, praying compensation for his own ser- 
vice and the use of his vessel, the sloop Dolphin, 
pressed into the service by General Jackson dur- 
ing the war of 1812; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 

Mr. POWELL presented the memorial of 
James & A. H. Porter, praying indemnity for 
losses incurred in consequence of the stopping of 
their trains, engaged in transporting goods to Salt 
Lake City, by the commander of the United States 
Army in Utah; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the petition of J. B. 
Chapman and others, citizens of Kansas Terri- 
tory, praying the establishment of a post route 
from Woodson Center, in Woodson county, Kan- 
sas Territory, thence cast via Mantan, in Allen 
county, Augusta, Little Town, Lebeete, Quapaw 
Agency, in the Quapaw Nation, to Neosho, in 
Newton county, Missouri; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

He also presented the petition of William Ellis, 
a soldier in the Kentucky militia during the war 
of 1812, praying a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. DOOLITTLE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Daniel S. Dickinson and 
others, praying that a term of the district court of the Uni 
ted States may be held at Binghamton, New York, be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN asked, and by unanimous 


ments of the Senate to the bill; agrees to the con- 


ET 
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466) for the relief of Anthony Gale; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SLIDELL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 467) 
giving the consent of Congress to the improve- 
ment of the communication between the Atcha- 
falaya bay and the Atchafalaya river, and the 


; levying of a tonnage duty on shipping to maintai 
The message further announced that the House || )°¥!"S = y Pt een 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


the same; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
402) to extend the limits of the port of entry and 
delivery for the district of Philadelphia, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
424) for the relief of congressional township num- 
ber six south, of range number eight west, in Ran- 
dolph county, State of Illinois, reported it with 
an amendment. 

INSANE ASYLUM. 


Mr. CHANDLER. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Captain F. Martin, praying for a change in the 
law creating a lunatic asylum in the District of 
Columbia, have directed me to report a bill in ac- 
cordance with the prayer of the petitioner; and 
I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to put 
it on its passage now. It is for a particular case. 
There is an insane lieutenant on a revenue cutter 
on the lakes; but there is no power under this 
Government to get him into the insane asylum 
here. The bill will not occupy one minute. It 
is short. ‘ 

The bill (S. No. 468) to amend an act entitled 
** An act to organize an institution for the insane 
of the Army and Navy and of the District of 
Columbia in said District,’’? was read twice, by 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It proposes to amend the 
fourth section of the act of March 3, 1855, so as 
to make it read: 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, ‘That the order of the 
Secretary of War, and that of the Secretary of the Navy, 
and that of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall authorize 
the superintendent to receive insane persons, belonging to 
the Army and Navy and revenue cutter service respect- 
ively, and keep them in custody until they are cured, or 


removal by the same authority which ordered their recep- 
tion. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I degire to 
make a report from a committee of conference. 
The committee of conference to whom was re- 


| ferred the bill (H. R. No. 4) commonly called the 


consular and diplomatic bill, have directed me to 
report to the Senate that they have discovered a 
clerical error in the eleventh amendment of the 
Senate to that bill, The committees of conference 
of the two Houses have met and considered the 
propriety of correcting that error, and have rec- 
ommended that we report to our respective Houses 
the error in question, and ask that it may be 
amended. Theerror occurs in the eleventh amend- 
ment, which provides $9,000 for compensation to 
the consuls at the five consular ports in China. 
They are entitled by law to $1,000 a year for judi- 
cial services. ‘The amendment appropriates the 
sum of $9,000, but it fails to name the Commis- 
sioner to China. It only designates the consuls 
at those five ports. The Senate will perceive that 
by adding the sixth party entitled, would make 
the amount $9,000, which is appropriated by the 
amendment. We propose, therefore, with the 
consent of the House of Representatives. that the 
eleventh amendment of the Senate to the bill of 
the House of Representatives, No. 4, be amended 
by inserting in line one hundred and twenty-five, 
between the words ‘‘the’’ and ** consuls,’’ the 
words ‘* Commissioner to China and the.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 


A message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, by Mr. Bucnanan his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President had this day approved 


ae 
| 


i " 


‘ 


ae 











2310 


and signed a joint resolution (8. No. 6) author- 








branch of, the Louisville and Portland canal. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 


by Mr Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 


Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 239) for the relief 
of George F’. Brott. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker | 


had signed an enrolled bill (S. No. 299) to increase 
and regulate the pay of the any the United 
States; and it was signed by the Vice President. 


MISSION TO SARDINIA. 


Mr. MASON. The Committee on Foreign 


Relations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. | 
No. 699) to amend ‘* Anact regulating the diplo- | 


matic and consular system of the United States,’’ 


have instructed me to report it, with an amend- | 
This bill is that from the House of Rep- | 
resentatives, which proposes to raise the grade of || 

dinis from that of a minister | 


ment. 


the minister to Sar 
resident to a minister plenipotentiary. ‘The com- 
mittee have instructed me to report the bill, with an 
amendment, which will leave it to the President 
to raise that mission, if he thinks proper, and 
appropriating the salary. The effect of it is re- 
ally the same. Many Senators desire that this 
bill should be put on its passage, and I ask it con- 
sonant to their request. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I object. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Objection being 
interposed, the bill cannot be cannedenel at this 
time. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. There is upon 
the table of the President the homestead bill of 
the Senate, (No. 416,) which has been returned 
from the House of Representatives, with the sub- 


stitution of the original bill which came from the || 
As the Senate has already | 


House to this body. 
considered the amendment that has now been 
adopted by the House in lieu of the Senate bill, 


I cannot believe it is necessary, or thatitisdeemed |) war, Mr. Jefferson announced the great principles | 


of civil polity which were to lie at the foundation | 
of the new States, to be formed out of what was | 
then the only Territory they possessed; and in | 
| 1787, they were formally i 

| in the promulgation of the ordinance which pro- 


desirable by Senators, to discuss the two meas- | 
The Senate passed the original bill, for || 


ures. 
which the House of Representatives has substi- 
tuted, as an amendment, or rather, to speak more 
correctly, a substitute, the original House bill. I 


ask that it may be taken up, and I move that the | 
Senate disagree to the amendment, in order that | 


it may be returned to the House. 
Mr. HALE. I hope not. Let us have the 
special order. 
Mr. GWIN. 


[ hope the special order will be 
taken up. 


RELATIONS OF STATES. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 


the chair.) There are two special orders for the 
present time—the resolutions of the Senator from 
{ississippi — Davis} and the overland mail 
route bill, The resoluuons of the Senator from 
Mississippi, being the unfinished business, take 
precedence of that bill. Which subject shail be 
postponed, and which considered, is for the Sen- 
ate to decide, 

Mr. BINGHAM. | desire to address the Sea- 
ate on the resolutions of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those resolu- 
tions are before the Senate, and in order. The 
Senator from Michigan may proceed. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The resolutions under dis- 
cussion were presented by the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis,] one of the most 
distinguished and worthy leaders of the Demo- 
cratic party. It is understood that they have been 
adopted by a large majority of Democratic Sen- 
ators in caucus; and-although they have not 
been formally voted upon by the Senate, yet I 
think it fair to presume that they express the opin- 
ions and embody the creed, not only of the ma- 
jority of this honorable body, but of the domi- 
nant party in the country. The honorable Senator 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Cuesnut,] in his dis- 
cussion of them, says that they 


* Are just, aud therefore wise. In regard to the subjects 
of which they treat, they announce the true doctrine of the 


Constitution. Among other things, they denounce two cap- 


THE CONG 


No. 6) author- || 


izing the enlargement of, and construction of a | 





for the Government—uniimited power—over this subject, 
| and that which claims sovereign power for the inhabitants 
of a Territory.” 
The fourth and fifth resolutions are in the fol- 
| lowing words: 


} 
4. Resolved, That neither Uongress nor a Territorial | 


| Legislature, whether by direct legislation or legislation of | 
House had concurred in the amendment of the || ’ 


| an indirect and unfriendly nature, possess the power to an- 
| nul or impair the constitutional right of any citizen of the 
United States to take his slave property into the common 
Territories ; but it is the duty of the Federal Government 
| there to afford for that, as for other species of property, the 
needful protection; and if experience should at any time 


prove that the judiciary does not possess power to insure | 
|| adequate protection, it will then become the duty of Con- | 
|| gress to supply such deficiency. 


| “5. Resolved, That the inhabitants of an organized Ter- 
| ritory of the United States, when they rightfully form acon- 


| stitution to be admitted as a State into the Union, may | 
then, for the first time, like the people of a State, when || 


| forming a new constitution, decide for themselves whether 
slavery, as a domestic institution, shall be maintained or 


prohibited within their jurisdiction ; and if Congress shall | 


admit them as a State, ‘they shall be received into the 
Union with or without slavery, as their constitution may 
prescribe at the time of their admission.’ ”’ 

The party now known as the Democratic party 
has been a distinct organization more than sixty 


of the Government. Looking for its paternity 


ever claimed to be the advocate of the largest lib- 
erty; of the greatest good to the greatest number; 
of equal rights and equal privileges; of a strict 
| construction of the Constitution; and in favor of 
State rights, in opposition to the powers claimed 
for the Federal Government by the Federal party. 
The Democratic party has professed opposition 
to all monopolies—all exclusive privileges; and 
two of its great leaders, Jefferson and Jackson, 


|| took open and strong ground against the political 


| decisions of the Supreme Court, which were de- 
| signed to control the legislation of Congress or 


vidual members; but never, previous to the year 
1846, did the Democratic party, or any of its fead- 
| ers, deny the power of Congress to legislate ex- 
clusively for the Territories, and especially to 
prohibit the introduction of slavery therein. 
Immediately after the close of the revolutionary 


hibited the introduction of slavery therein. Every 
new settler, as he crossed the border of that great 
Territory to establish for himself and his children 
a home, had the solemn assurance of the Govern- 
ment that free labor was never to be degraded by 


|| its contact with slavery upon that soil, and that 


| free men could only live there. 


|| I shall undertake to show, Mr. President, that 
|| this benign policy, the salutary effects of which 


will be acknowledged as long as we respect the 
| virtues of our ancestors, was the policy of the 
Government under the new Constitution, and es- 
| wong of the party first known as the Repub- 
| lican and afterwards as the Democratic party ; and 

that the Republican party of to-day only aie 

to carry out the iia which were adopted 

by the Scciee party of 1800, and from the en- 
forcement of which the present flourishing States 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
lowa, and Minnesota, have sprung. One of the 
first acts under the new Constitution, voted for 
by many of the men who had come fresh from 
the convention which framed that instrument, 
was approved, on the 7th of August, 1789, by 
General Washington; and the preamble is in these 
words: 


“ Whereas, in order that the ordinance of the United 
States, in Congress assembled, for the government of the 
Territory northwest of the river Ohio, may continue to 
have full effect, it is requisite that certain provisions should 
be made, so as to adapt the same to the present Constitu- 
tion of the United States.” 

Here is a complete recognition of the power of 
Congress to legislate for the Territories, and to 
exclude slavery therefrom; for this act reénacted 
and reéstablished the provisions of that ordinance. 
In pursuance of the policy marked out by the 
ordinance to which I have referred, Congress, 
from time to time, in the organization of territorial 
governments, applied the same restriction of sla- 
very by direct legislative enactment; and so un- 
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years, and is almost coeval with the foundation | 


to the author of the Declaration of Independence, | 
| the immortal Jefferson, the Democratic party has | 


brought in, his or her freedom. 


pted by Congress, | 


'andall other matters, in the Territories. 
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questioned was the complete power of Congress 
over the subject, that in 1802 President Jeffoy. 
son approved the enabling act authorizing th» 
people of Ohio to form a State government, which 
contained a proviso that the constitution should 
not be repugnant to the ordinance of 1787. M, 
Madison approved a similar act, in relation to 
Indiana, in 1816, and Mr. Monroe one relating to 
Illinois, in 1818. Acts were passed during the aq. 
ministration of every Democratic President, dow) 


| to and including James K. Polk, when the Terri. 


tory of Oregon was organized, with the same pro. 
hibition, that there should be * neither slavery no, 
involuntary servitude in said Territory otherwise 


, than inthe punishment of crime, whereof the party 


shall have been duly convicted.’? During all this 


period Congress not only exercised the power 


unquestioned of prohibitin the existence of sla. 
very in the Territories, and of requiring the State 
constitutions to conform to the provisions of the 
ordinance, but it exercised the power of regulat- 
ing slavery in the southwestern Territories. 
Under the provisions of the Constitution, Cop- 
gress could not restrain the foreign slave trade 
until the year 1808, and that infamous traffic was 
regarded as legitimate commerce. And yet, in 
1794, Congress discriminated against this species 
of property, and prohibited the carrying of slaves 
to ony foreign country, and utterly condemned 
slaves and slavery as an article of commerce. In 
1798, ten years before Congress had authority to 
prohibit the importation of African slaves into 
the States, in the act for the government of the 
Mississippi Territory, the seventh section makes 
it unlawful to bring slaves into the Mississippi 
Territory from any place without the United 
States; imposes a fine of $300 for every slave thus 
brought into the Territory in violation of the pro- 
visions of the act, and gives to every slave thus 
The doctrine of 


) " SS OF || “ non-intervention”’ had not been invented at that 
to affect the judgment or conscience of its indi- |) 


time, and the Congress of that day was not hin- 


| dered by constitutional scruples from exercising 
| the sovereign power of prohibiting the African 
slave trade in the Territories ten years before 
| they were authorized to make the same prohibi- 


tion in the States. 

In 1804, when the Louisiana Territory was or- 
ganized, similar provisions were enacted prohib- 
iting the introduction of slaves into the Territory 
from any place without the United States, art 
an additional provision against the introduction 
of any slaves from the States, that had been im- 


| ported since 1798, exercising unquestioned, ex- 


press authority to prohibit and regulate slavery, 
These 
acts wereapproved by Jefferson—authority which 


| the Democratic party has never had the hardihood 
| to dispute. Congress afterwards, in the year 1536, 
| repealed and nullified the territorial acts of Flor- 


ida, incorporating certain banks and insurance 
companies, and this act received the sanction of 
General Jackson. Congress also, in several in- 
stances, legislated in relation to slavery in Florida. 

In the year 1800 a petition from Mississippi 


| Territory was sent into Congress praying for per- 


mission to take slaves into the Territory. This 
petition was introduced into the House of Repre- 
sentatives. The House passed a bill entitled 


| *An act to permit, in certain cases, the bringing 


of slaves into the Mississippi Territory.’’ 

This Territory was at the southern extremity 
of the United States, and altogether surrounded 
by an old slaveholding fe serene The bill 
passed the House withouta division. It was sent 
to the Senate, where Thomas Jefferson presided, 
he being Vice President, where it was rejected 
by a vote of 14 to 5. 

From this statement it will be seen, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that for a long period in the history of the 
Government, and of the Democratic party under 
its most distinguished leaders, the power of the 


| Government over its Territories, in all respects, 


was unquestioned; and that the wise and states- 
manlike policy of restricting and regulating sla- 
very was invariably pursued. 

But ‘then arose a new king which knew not 
Joseph.’’ The precepts and example of Jefferson 
were discarded. An influence appeared in the 
southern States which sought to change the set- 
tled policy of the Government, and to establish 
and perpetuate the institution of slavery. This 
influence I shall denominate theslave power. Per- 
haps its first attempt to control the Democratic 
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s & javing acquired a large additional strength, by | oceasion of the speech of Mr. Buchanan from | ton hten Canenied tone 
r , the admission of the States of Louisiana, Mis- | which I have quoted. The negotiation ofthe treaty | gard to its constitutional obligations, to take the step it has, 
" t souri, Arkansas and Fiorida, from territory ac- | was placed solely upon the ground that Great | as the only certain and effectual means of preventing it. 
h ; quired by treaty and purchase, this same power | Brif&{n was about to exert her influence to procure ate estan Ae Sevan all possible consequences, 

a ° o *.* ° c » . » ~_ 

d 7 undertook, very adroitly, to precipitate the ques- || the abolition of slavery in Texas. All the schemes || Ciocure of the Steet thie tadeeea ik ts do tn eee 

: . . . . : ry “ . « 
fe ; tion of the annexation of Texas into the presiden- || of the slave power, in carrying slaves into Texas || vent the disturbance of the harmony subsisting between 
0 4 tial eanvass of that year, and tocommit the Demo- || against the Mexican law and encouraging the | the two countries, which the United States is anxious to 
. j ” . . ae 3 “ 
: Fi cratic party to that measure. Mr. Van Buren was || revolt against Mexico, were about to be thwarted, |) preserve. 

. » prominent candidate for nomination at the Bal- | Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Walker and the Senate, Mr. President, the war which Mexico had 
r ' _ timore convention of that year; and it was known | knew very well that it was only because slavery | taken the penne to assure our Government 
. B that, during his Presidency, he had rejected pro- || was endangered in Texas that the treaty was |) would be the consequence of the annexation, fol- 
. Fi yosals for the annexation of Texas while Mex- ||} concluded in such hot haste. lowed immediately; and an appeal was made to 
, ' ico refused to acknowledge her independenceand || _ I shall take the liberty of reading such extracts | the patriotism of the northern Democracy to 
P yostilities existed between those two Republics. || from the correspondence as will prove the truth | stand by the flag of the country. This call was 
y Asa pretext for defeating his nomination, a letter || of my assertions. 4 promptly responded to; but the outraged Democ- 
7 ; vas thereupon addressed to Mr. Van Buren, in- || Mr. Murphy was the chargé from this Govern- || racy of the eck: now fully conscious of the 
: _ quiring whether he favored the present annexation | ment to Texas; and, ina letter addressed to him |! ulterior designs of the slave power to extend that 

i «f Texas. He replied, in manly and statesman- || by Mr. Upshur, Secretary of State, dated Wash- | blighting institution across the continent, to the 
: “3 like terms, that although he did desire the annex- 1 ington, August 8, 1843, he said: |; shores of the Pacific, with almost entire unanim- 
| ation of Texas, he could never consent to the || «Sin: A private Ictter from a citizen of Maryland, then | ity determined to plant themselves on the plat- 
- measure, at the expense of involving us in a war a Vor age the ae eee ii q. || form of Jefferson, and in the first appropriation 
? . : : : . as re : st confi- . ° 
| with oursister Republicof Mexico, between whom || gece. tat there is seoeesieegin iaiaaienien dennis te ‘| which was made by the popular branch of the 
4 and this Government there existed a treaty of |! the Abolitionists of ‘I'exas to negotiate with the British 1 Government, et ee Wilmot pro- 
4 peace and friendship. The publication of the let- |} Governmeyt; that he has seen Lord Aberdeen, and sub- || viso; which required that in all the territory to 
: ter produced the desired effect; and amidst great | wr ge tN ee Sr er : = | be acquired, xs the result of that war, slavery 
° ° y s z shia 2 orgs zed aco any wing | , ahaa 
excitement, the nomination of Mr. Van Buren was |) ea eee ieee tn ann cutlicient te ney for the |, Should be forever prohibited, except for the pun- 
8 = - : land, who shall advance a sum sufficient to pay for the |; * : ’ 
3 defeateds and James K. Polk became the candi- slaves now in Texas, and receive in payment Texas lands; ishment of crime. 
i date of the party. This was an open and signal || that the sum thus advanced shail be paid over as an indem- | Mr. President, of the noble stand taken by the 
triumph of the slave power; and resolutions were || Pity for the abolition of slavery; and Tam authorized by | people and the Democracy of the North in that 
n ned in Gaver of the immediate annexation 6f | the Texan minister to say to you, that Lord Aberdeen has dat 1 denive kea record, Ti ‘ 
0 passed in favor | agreed that the British Goverament will guaranty the pay- |, CTISIS, 1 desire to make a record, ney were true 
9 Texas. Hytle tf i ’ |} ment of the interest on this loan, upon condition that the || to the instincts of freedom, and they spoke out 
: The discipline of the Democratic party was at || Texan Government will abolish slavery.’ || heartily everywhere in favor of the precepts and 

: that time rigid and exact; but now and then a || “The writer professes to feel entire confidence in the || ¢j,4 example of Jefferson, and against the spread 
8 ie dl like friend fi N |} accuracy of this information. fe 13 a man of great intel- || _ oO : 

: brave and honest man, like my friend from New || |; ell versed in public affairs. Hence I have || Of human bondage. At that time the Democratic 
1 : ; |; ligence, and well versed in public affairs. ence rave || ) . 

d Hampshire, who sits near me, (Mr. Haxe,] re- || every reason to confide in the correctness of his conclu- |, party was in the ascendant in nearly all of the 
. fused submission to its dictation, and openly op- || sions. as || free States, and the very name produced a talis- 
‘ posed theannexation of Texas. There was danger | in ones gga <= gh terete Sui || manic effect, because it was believed to be in sym- 
" of a general outbreak in the party, and something try would necessarily be viewed by this Government with || pathy with the laboring masses. | begin with 
Hf must be done to allay their fears. At that con- || very deep concern ; but when it is made upon a nation | the State of Michigan, at that time one of the 
a juncture, Mr. James Buchanan, then a Senator of | pone am oem tei renege om here og ge mr ee | strongest and most reliable Democratic States in 
d eee oe Gt. : os aeneni it awakens a still more solemn interest. cannot be per- || See 3 was ‘ 

the Unit a ane and then, me orn since, the || ined eer wacbeed Wittens tile initet verentions effets ou || the Union. In 1847, her Legislature resolved: 

ot willing and supple instrument of theslave power, || our part to arrest a calamity eo serious to every part ofour ||“ That, in the acquisition of any new territory, whether 

5 in aspeech upon the treaty of annexation, which || country. |, by purchase, conquest, or otherwise, we deem it the duty 
An was then pending in the Senate, deliberately and | “ But there is another view of this eubject still more im- | or the General Government to extend over the same the 
re -- 2. “ if we sy || portant to us, and ecarecly less importantto Texas herself. |! ordinanee of 1787, with all its rights and privileges, con- 
ii- plausibly unde rtook to convinee the Democrac y | The establishment, in the very midst of our stavebolding || ditions, and immunities.” _ 

of the free States that the annexation of Texas, |) stares. of an independent Gove nt. forbidding the : : 

. . , States, ofan independent ernment, forbidding tie ex In 1849 the follow sol ff b 

so far from being the means of perpetuating sla- | istence of slavery, aud by a people born, for the most part, n 1049 the folowing resolutions, 0 ered by 
. very or of strengthening its influence, would, | among ws reared up in our habilts,and speaking our language, | Hon. E. H. Thomson, were adopted: 
= under Providence, be the means of relieving the | could not fail a uce the most unhappy effects upon |) — «Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
li | State € th aie el both parties. If Texas were in that condition, her territory || the State of Michigan, That we consider the result of the 
i northern siave States of that terrible incubus |) would afiurd a ready refuge for the fugitive slaves of Louis- || jate war with Mexico in the acquisition of the Territories 
“ upon their prosperity. I propose to read some || ianaand Arkansas, and would hold out to them an en- || of New Mexico and California as an endurin mpnument 

extracts from that notable speech, which was de- || Couragement to run away, w hich no municipal regulations || t the honor of our gallant Army, regulars and volunteers, 
n- livered on the 4th of June, 1844. Mr. Buchanan || % 0% Petes could possibly counteract. || officers and soldiers ; and that we rejoice in the prospect of 
X- esd In another dispatch, dated January 16, 1844, || extending over that country the beneficent laws and inati- 
r m s : . . | tutions of a free people. 
- “In arriving at the conclusion to support this treaty, 1 | he says: " «“Resoleed, ‘That we aretn favor of the fundamental prin- 
= had to encounter but one serious obstacle, and this was the “But this is not all. If Texas should refuse to come || ejpjes of the ordinance of 1787; and although we respect 
*h question of slavery. Whilst Lever have maintained, and || into our Union, measures will instantly be taken to fill her || the opinions of many eminent statesmen and jurists, that 
rd ever shall maintain, the constitutional rights of the southern || territory with emigrants from Europe. Extensive arrange- || slavery is a mere local institution, which cannot exist with- 
6 States over their slave property, I yet feel a strong repug- |} ments tor this are already made, and they will be carried || out positive laws authorizing its existence, yet we believe 
’ nance, by any act of mine, to extend the present limits of into effect as soon as the decision of ‘Texas shall be known. || that Congress has the power, and that itis their duty, to 
- the Union over a new slaveholding Territory. Attermature || These emigrants will bring with them Euro pean feelings \| prohibit by legislative enactment the introduction or exist- 
ce reflection, however, I ov ercame these scruples, and ‘now || and European opinions. Emigration from the United States || once of slavery within any of the Territories of the United 
of believe the acquisition of ‘Texas will be the means of lim- || will cease; at all events, the people of the southern States {| States, now or hereafter to be acquired. 
.- iting, not enlarging, the dominion of slavery. There is |} will not run the hazard of subjecting their slave ae | & Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed 

nothing rash in the counsels of the Almighty. May not, then, || to the control of a population who are anxious to abolish || and our Representatives requested, to use all honorable 
a. the acquisition of Texas be the means of gradually drawing || slavery. ‘Texas will soon cease to be an American State. || means to accomplish the objects expressed in the foregoin 
pl the slaves far to the South, to a climate more congenial to || Her population, her politics, and her manners, will stamp |! resolution ; and that the Governor of this State be equal 
r- a their nature 3 and may they not finally pass off into Mexico, || her as European. This fact alone will destroy the sym- || to forward copies of these resolutions to our Senators and 

7 3 and there mingle with a race where no prejudice exists || pathy which now exists between that country and this. in C ” 

1S > : : ; ; Representatives in Congress. 
: against their color? That the acquisition of Texas would, | ** But the first measure of the new emigrants, as soon as ; 
e i ere long, convert Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, || they shall have suflicient strength, will be to destroy that . In the same year the Democratic State conven- 
od C — probably others of the more northern slave States into || great domestic institution upon which so much of the pros- || tion, which nominated a Governor and State offi- 
° ree States, | entertain nota doubt. From the very best || perity of our southern country depends. ‘I'o this England ssed unanimously the following: & 
1B ? information, it is no longer profitable to raise wheat, rye, || will stimulate them, and she will also furnish the means 7 _— d y 8 4 
; and corn by slave labor. Where these articles are the only || of accomplishing it. I have commented ne this topic in ‘ Resolved, That we are opposed to the extension of 3 
ty Be staples of agriculture, in the pointed and expressive lan- || the dispatch to Mr. Everett. I will only add, that if l'exas || slavery into theTerritories of New Mexico and California, r 
od guage of Mr. Randolph, ‘ ifthe slave does not run away from || should not be attached to the United States, she cannot || believing thein to be now free in virtue of the laws of Mex- ce 
‘i ; his master, the master must run away from the slave.’ ” maintain that institution ten years, and probably not half | eae -” a in either of those ‘Territories if 
se ° . ” v Oo be prevented. 4 
nt " This was Mr. Buchanan’s declaration. Mr. || “at time. na P , 4 
d, ' Robert J. Walker, then a Senator from Missis- The treaty was concluded; and I have but one In the year 1847, the Legislature of New Hamp- Pe 
od _ _ Sippi, in a public letter, extensively circulated at || ¢Xtract more to read, which is the reason assigned | shire, then largely Democratic, resolved: i 
: the North, said: to the Mexican Government, by Mr. Calhoun, || “That inall territory which shall hereafter be added to, 
x . | 7 . 
s° - “The question is asked, is slavery never to disappear || Who had succeeded as Secretary of State, for the || °F senees on me 2 a ey es Somer ope 
. i from the Union? This is a startlingand momentous ques- || action of thie Government. It is dated April 19, || CX!St at the line of such § prods ae yet sate 
12 : tion, but the answer is easy, and the proof is clear. It will » || slavery norinvoluntaryservitude, except for the punishment 
er : certainly di om if Teang is remumered to the Unibn.?? 1844: _ || of crime, whercof the party has been duly convicted, ought 
he , PPS oie ‘ “ In making the fact known to the Mexican Government, || ever to exist, but the same should ever remain free; and 
: Mr. President, it may seem harsh for me to || the President enjoins it on you to give it, in the first place, || we are opposed to the extension of slavery over any such 
Sy charge that these statements were fraudulently the strongest assurance that, in adopting this measure, our || territory; and that we also approve the vote of our Sen- 
S- made, with the intent to impose upon and deceive Government is actuated by po feelings of disrespect or in- || ators and Representatives in Congress in favor of the Wil- 
a- the northern Democracy *hat  eeactee inion difference to the honor or dignity of Mexico, and that it || mot proviso.” 
° would be a subject of great regret if it should be otherwise isl : 
islature of that State, which 
; thousands of them, myself among the number, || regarded by its Government. And, in the next place, that h ~ 1848, oor Deseceentie ‘aan 
0 were misled and betrayed by assurances from || the step was forced on the Government of the United States, 1 a ovale elming yOry, re- 
on : . . in self-defense, in consequence of the policy adopted by || solved as follows: 
su < ? ! : 
he 5 ch high author ity, into the support of the meas Great Britain in reference to the abolition of slavery in «That we are in favor of the pi 
. ure for the annexation of Texas, there can be aes 
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narty was in the nomination of President, in 1844. | 


no doubt; and I should like to have some one 
explain to me how they could have been truth- 
fully and honestly made, when the very treaty for 











ence, was at that time before the Senate, and the | 





Texas. It was impossible for the United States to witness 
with indifference the efforts of Great Britain to abolish sla- 
very there. They could not but see that she had the means 
in her power, in the actual condition of Texas, to accom- 
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to astate of things dangerous in the extreme to the adjacent 


e of a law, by Con- 
gress, forever eee in New Mexico and Cali- 
fornia, and in all other Territories now acquired, or here- 

| after to be acquired, by the United States, in which slavery 

| does not exist at the time of such acquisition.” 


; , isli the objects of her policy, unless prevented by the most | 5 7 . 
the annexation of Texas, with all the correspond- eicat measures; and that. if accomplished, it would lead || And in 1849, the New*Hampshire Legislature, 
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still strongly Democratic, unanimously adopted 
the following resolutions: 


oo 









| 
| 


“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in 


General Court convened, That, opposed to every form of | 


oppression, the people of New Hampshire have ever viewed 


with deep regret the existence of slavery in this Union ; that | 


while they have steadfastly supported all sections in their 
constitutional rights, they have not only lamented its exist 
ence asa great social evil, but regarded it as fraught with 
danger to the peace and weltare of the.nation. 

** Resolved, That while we respect the rights of the slave- 
holding as well as the free portions of this Union—while 
we will not willingly consent that wrong be done to any 
member of the glorious Confederacy to which we belong, 
we are firinly and unalterably opposed to the extension of 
slavery over any portion of American soil now free. 

* Resolved, ‘That, in our opinion, Congress has the con 


stitutional power to abolish the slave trade and slavery in | 


the District of Columbia; and that our Senators be in 
structed, and our Representatives be requested, to take all 
constitutional measures to accomplish these objects.” 


The Democratic State committee of New Hamp- 


shire, in October, 1847, passed the following res- | 


olution: 


* Resoived, That we declare it our solemn conviction, 
as the Democesatic party have heretofore done, that neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude sheuld hereatter exist in 
any territory Which may be acquired by, or annexed to, the 
United States ; and that we approve ot the votes of our del- 
egation in Congress in favor of the Wilmot proviso.” 


In the year 1547, resolutions were passed by 
the Legislature of Rhode Island 


* Against the acquisition of territory, by conquest or oth- 
erwise, beyond the present limits of the United States, for 
the purpose of establishing therein slaveholding States,”’ 
&e. 
By the Legislature of New York: 

“That if any territory is hereafter acquired by the Uni- 
ted States, or annexed thereto, the act by which such ter- 
ritory is acquired or anuexed, whatever such act may be, 
should contain an unalterable fundamental article or pro- 
vision, Whereby slavery or involuntary servitude, except as 
a punishment for crime, shall be forever excluded from the 
territory acquired or annexed.” 


By the Legislature of New Jersey: 

**That the Senators, &c., be requested to use their best 
efforts to secure as a fundamental provision to, or proviso 
in, any act of annexation of any territory hereafter to be 
nequired by the United States, &c., that slavery or invol- 
untary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, shall 
be forever excluded trom the territory to be annexed.’’ 

By the Legislature of Pennsylvania: 

* Against any measure whatever, by which territory will 


accrue to the Union, unless as a part of the fundamental | 


law, upon which any compact or treaty for this purpose is 
based, slavery or involuntary servitude, except for crime, 
shall be forever excluded.” 


By the Legislature of Ohio: 
* Por the passage of measures in that body, [Congress,] 
—— for the exclusion of slavery from the territory of 
regon, and also from any other Territory that now is, or 
hereatter may be, annexed to the United States.” 


By the Legislature of Vermont: 


* Against the admission into the Federal Union of any | 


new State whose constitution tolerates slavery.”’ 
By the Legislature of Connecticut: 


* That if any territory shall hereafter be acquired by the 
United States, or annexed thereto, the act by which such 
territory isacquired or annexed, whatever such act may be, 
should contain an unalterable fundamental article or pro- 
vision whereby slavery or involuntary servitude, except as 
& punishment for crime, shall be forever excluded from the 
territory acquired or annexed.”’ 


And in 1850 the following: 


* Whereas the people of Connecticut have heretofore, 
through their Senators and Representatives in General As- 
sembly conyened, solemnly and deliberately avowed their 
purpose to resist, in all constitutional and proper ways, the 
extension of slavery into the national ‘Territories, and the 
admission of new slave States intothe Federal Union ; and 


also to seek, in a peaceable and constitutional way, the | 
abolishment of the siave trade and of slavery in the District | 
of Columbia ; and whereas the important question now be- | 


fore the country touching these matters makes it desirable 


that these convictions and determinations should be reaf- | 


firmed in the most solemn and public manner? Therefore, 

“* Resolved, That Congress has full constitutional power 
to prohibit slavery in the Territories of the United States 
by legisiative enactment, and that it is the duty of Congress 
to pasa, without unnecessary delay, such strict and posi- 
tive laws as will effectually shut out slavery from every 
portion of these Territories.” 


By the Legislature of Massachusetts, in 1849: 


« Resolved, That Congress has full power to legislate 
upon the subject of slavery in the Territories of the Union ; 
that it bas freely exercised.such power from the adoption 
of the Constitution to the present time; and that it is its 
duty to exercise the power for the perpetual exclusion of 
the institution from those Territories that are free, and for 
the extinction of the same in Territories where it exists. 

** Resolved, That, when Congress furnishes governments 
for the Territories of California and New Mexico, it will 
be ite duty to establish therein the fundamental principle 
of the ordinance of 1787 upon the subject of slavery, to the 
end that the institution may be perpetually excluded there- 
from beyond every chance and uncertainty.”’ 


At a State convention vf the Democratic party 


a 











in Massachusetts, composed of more than six 
hundred members, in 1849, the following resolu- 
tions, introduced by Hon. B. F. Hallett, then 
chairman of the national Democratic committee, 
and of the State Democratic committee, were 
adopted unanimously, as appears from the Bos- 
ton Post, the organ of the party in New England: 


** Resolved, That we are opposed to slavery in every form 
and color, and in favor of freedom and free soil wherever 
man lives, throughout God’s heritage. 

* Resolved, ‘That, by common law and common sense, as 
well as by the decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, (in Prigg vs. Pennsylvania, 16 Peters,) * the state of 
slavery is a mere municipal regulation, founded upon and 
limited to the verge of the territorial law ;’ that is, the limits 
of the State creating it. 

** Resolved, therefore, That, as slavery does not exist by 


| any municipal law in the new Territories, and Congress 


has no power to institute it, the local laws of any State 
authorizing slavery can never be transported there ; nor can 
slavery exist there but by a local law of the Territories, 
sanctioned by Congress.”’ 


This, sir, is pretty good Republican doctrine, 
coming from high Democratic authority. 
In 1848, the Legislature of Ohio resolved: 


“That the provisions of the ordinance of Congress of 
1787, so far as the same relates to slavery, should be ex- 
tended to any territory that may be acquired frem Mexico 
by treaty or otherwise.”’ 


In 1849, Illinois resolved: 


**That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
Representatives requested, to use all honorableyneans in 
their power to procure the enactment of such laws by Con- 
gress for the government of the countries and Territories 
of the United States, acquired by the treaty of peace, friend- 
ship, limits, and settlement with the Republic of Mexico, 
concluded February 2, A. D. 1848, as shall contain the ex- 
press declaration ‘that there shall be neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude in said Territories, otherwise than in 
the punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted.’ ”’ 


The same year the following was adopted in 
Wisconsin: 


** That our Senators in Congress be, and they are hereby, 
instructed and our Representatives requested : First, to op- 
»ose the passage of any act for the government of New 
Mexico and California, or any other Territory now belong- 
ing to the United States, or which may hereafter be ac- 
quired, unless it shall contain a provision forever prohibiting 
the introduction of slavery or involuntary servitude into 
said Territories, except as a punishment tor crimes ; sec- 
ond, to oppose the admission of any more slave States into 
the Federal Union.” 


In 1850, the following was adopted by the 
General Assembly of the State of Indiana: 


** That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
Representatives requested, so to cast their votes, and ex- 
tend theirinfluence, asto have inerafted upon any law that 
may be passed for the organization of the territory recently 
acquired trom Mexico, a provision forever excluding from 
such territory slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise 
than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the party has 
been duly convicted.” 


By the Legislature of New York: 


“ Resolved, That the determination indicated by the Goy- 
ernors’ messages and resolutions of the Legislatures of va- 
rious of the slavehokling States, and by the Representatives 
of such States in Congress, to extend domestic slavery over 
the territory acquired by the late treaty of peace with the 
Republic of Mexico, we feel bound to oppose by all con- 
stitutional means ; and recognizing the constitutional power 
of Congress to prohibit, by positive enactment, the exten- 
sion of slavery into tree territory, our Senators in Congress 
are hereby instructed, and our Representatives requested, 
to use their best efforts to insert such a positive prohibition 
into any law they may pass for the government of the ter- 
ritories in question.’ 


In 1847, Governor Dana of Maine, a prominent 
Democrat, in his message to the Legislature, in 
speaking of the right of slaveholders to hold their 
slaves in the Territories, said: 


*€On the other hand, the slave States claim that this ter- 
ritory will be acquired, if acquired at all, by the blood and 
treasure of all the States of the Union, to become the joint 
property of all; to be held for the benefit of all. And they 
emphatically ask, ‘ Is it consistent with justice ?? His right 
to acquire and possess property is one of the inherent rights 
of man, independent of laws and constitutions. Not so 
with the right to his slave; that is an unnatural, an arti- 
ficial, a statute right ; and when he voluntarily passes with 
a slave to a Territory, where the statute recognizing the 
right does not exist, then at once the right ceases to exist. 
The slave becomes a free man, with just as much right to 
claim the master, as the master to claim the slave.” 


In 1849, the Democratic party in Maine held a 
State convention, at which Hon. John Hubbard 
was nominated for Governor, This convention 
was composed of six hundred delegates, at which 
the following resolution was passed, only one 
solitary member voting against it: 

* Resolved, That the institution of human slavery is at 
variance with the theory of our Government, abhorrent to 
the common sentiment of mankind, and fraught with dan- 
ger to all who come within the sphere of its influence ; that 
the Federal Government possesses adequate power to in- 
hibit ite existenee in the Territories of the Union; that the 
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constitutionality of this power has been settled by judici 
construction, by cotem us expositions, and by ~d 
peated acts of legislation ; and that we enjoin upon our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to make every 
exertion, and employ all their influence, to procure the 

of a law forever excluding slavery from the Terri- 
tories of California and New Mexico.” 

And the Legislature, largely Democratic, passed 
the following: 

** Resolved, That the sentiment of this State is profound 
sincere, and almost universal, that the influence of slaver; 
upon productive energy is like the blight of mildew; that it 
is a moral and social evil ; that it does violence to the rights 
of man, as a thinktng, reasonable, and responsible being, 
Influenced by such considerations, this State will Oppose 
the introduction of slavery into any territory which may be 
acquired as an indemnity for claims upon Mexico.” 

At a State convention in Penusylvania, Colone] 
Samuel Black, of Pittsburg, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted unanimously: 

“‘ Resolved, That the Democratic party adheres now, as 
it ever has done, to the Constitution of the country. Its 
letter and spirit they will neither weaken nor destroy ; and 
they redeclare that slavery is a domestic local institution 
of the South, subject to State legislation alone, and with 
which the General Government has nothing todo. Where 
ever the State law extends its jurisdiction the local jn- 
stitution can continue to exist. Esteeming it a violation 
of State rights to carry it beyond State limits, we deny the 
power of any citizen to extend the area of bondage beyond 
its present dominion; nor do we consider it a part of the 
compromises of the Constitution that slavery should forever 
travel with the advancing columns of our territerial prog- 
ress.”? 

This same Colonel Black is now Governor of 
Nebraska, and recently vetoed a bill which had 
been passed 4 the Legislature prohibiting sla- 
very in that Territory. The exact progress of 
Democracy in eleven years is here made quite 
apparent. The Democratic members of the Le- 
gislature of the State of New York, in 1848, ina 
series of resolutions, included the following: 

Resolved, That while the Democracy of New York will 
faithfully adhere to all the compromises of the Constitu- 
tion, and maintain all the reserved rights of the States, they 
declare—since the crisis has arrived when that question 
must be met—their uncompromising hostility to the exten- 
sion of pone | in territory now free, which has been or 
may be hereafter acquired, by any action of the Govern- 
ment of the United States.”’ 

Similar resolutions were adopted the same year 
at Utica, in which Hon. John Van Buren and Hon. 
Joun Cocurane participated. 

At a State convention of the Democratic party 
of Ohio, in the year 1848, the following resolution 
was adopted: 

* Resolved, That the people of Ohio now, as they have 
always done, look upon the institution of slavery as an evil 
unfavorable tothe full development of our institutions; and 
that, entertaining these sentiments, they will feel it to be 
their duty to use all the powers consistent with the national 
compact, to prevent its increase, to mitigate, and finally 
eradicate it.” ° 

Want of time, Mr. President, compels me to 
omit many similar resolutions of State Legisla- 
tures and Democratic conventions; but I wish to 
call the attention of the Senate and of the country 
to one more Democratic authority in favor of 
the prohibition of slavery in the Territories. It 
is that of the distinguished and lamented Silas 
Wright. Ina letter written by him, dated the 15th 
of April, 1847, he uses this emphatic language: 

“If the question had been propounded to ime at any pe- 
riod of my public life, shall the arms or the Union be em- 
ployed to conquer, or the money of the Union be used to 
purchase territory now constitutionally free, for the purpose 
of planting slavery upon it? I should have answered, no! 
And this answer to this question is the Wilmot proviso, as 
I understand it. I am surprised that any one should suppose 
me capable of entertaining any other opinion, or giving any 
other answer as to such a proposition.” 

Mr. President, the Democratic Representatives 
from the free States responded with great una- 
nimity to the wishes and instructions of their con- 
stituents. Among the distinguished Representa- 
tives of the party who voted for the Wilmot 
proviso in the war appropriation, and in its appli- 
cation to the organization of Oregon Territory, 
may be mentioned Hon. R. McClelland, Sena- 

tors Felch and Stuart, of Michigan; Senators 
Dix and Dickinson, of New York; Allen of Ohio; 
Bright, of Indiana; Douglasand Breese, of Illinois; 

ge, of Wisconsin ; Brodhead, of Pennsylvania; 
Atherton and Norris, of New Hampshire; Brad- 
bury and ex-Governor Dunlap, of Maine; Benton, 
of Missouri; and Houston, of Texas. General 
Cass expressed his great regret that the hour of 
adjournment in 1846 arrived before he could re- 
cord his vote in its favor; and in 1847, he made a 
speech upon the subject, in which he doubted the 
expediency of its adoption at that time, and said: 

It would be quite in season to provide for the govern- 
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srritory not yet acquired from foreign countries 
one shall have obtained it.” " 

With the aid of these timid counsels, and the 

tronage and influence of the Administration, 
the slave power gained a temporary advantage by 
the postponement of the measure, and time to 
concoct new schemesto defeat it. The presidential 
election of 18483 was approaching. It was well 
known that several northern Democratic politi- 
cians were aspirants for the nomination at Balti- 
more; and among the most prominent were Gen- 
eral Cass, of Michigan, and Mr. Buchanan, of 
Pennsylvania. The plan adopted was to make 
an onset upon them; to prescribe a new test as 
the condition of giving them southern support, by 
which their ambitious hopes would all be smoth- 
ered, unless a changed their opinions. The 
undertook to debauch our public men, and wit 
the glittering prize of the Presidency before their 
eyes, they demanded a surrender o their princi- 
oles, consent to the expansion of slavery, and 
submission to the behests of this tyrannical power. 

As the State conventions in Alabama, Virginia, 
Florida, and Georgia, met to elect delegates to the 
Baltimore convention, they passed resolutions 
that, ‘under no political necessity whatever,”’ 
would they give their support to the nominee of 
the convention, unless he renounced the heresy 
that Congress could prohibit the introduction of 
slavery into the Territories. The State conven- 
tion in Georgia met on the 22d of December, and 
passed the following: 

“ Resolved, That the Democratic party of Georgia will sup- 
port no man for the office of President or Vice President, 
who shall not have clearly and unequivocally declared their 
opposition to the principles of the Wilmot proviso. 

‘‘ Resolved, That it is the constitutional right of every 
citizen-to remove and settle with his property into any of 
the Territories of the United States.” 

This adroit and well-managed scheme was suc- 
cessful. General Cass could not doubt that ‘a 
great change was going on in the public mind,” 
as he admitted there had been in his own; and on 
the 3lst of December, 1847, the Nicholson letter | 
was published in the Union newspaper. The 
Senator from Mississippi says that it was shown 
about for several days among the southern mem- 
bers for their approval. It 1s also due to truth 
for me to say that it was read to the Michigan 
delegation in Congress at that time, and that they 
unanimously disapproved both of its principles 
and of the policy of promulgating it. I am sorry 
to be obliged to add, that their worst fears were 
realized. 

The Nicholson letter denied the power of Con- 
gressto prohibit slavery in the Territories, and 
claimed a right for the people of the Territories 
to regulate that and all other internal matters. I 
will not stop to discuss the doctrine, which, al- 
though acquiesced in at the time, is now so un- 
satisfactory to the propagandists of slavery; but 
I beg leave to quote one single southern author- 
ity againstit. It is that of the celebrated John 
Randolph. 

In the year 1803, a petition was presented to 
Congress, signed by General Harrison, Governor 
of the Territory of Indiana, which set forth that 
he had been requested to call a convention for the 
purpose of taking the sense of the whole people 
upon the subject of suspending, for the period of 
ten years, the operation of the sixth article of the 
ordinance which prohibited slavery; that such 
couvention had met and united in the petition, 
which declared that more than nine tenths of the | 
inhabitants were of opinion that the enforcement 
of the said article was prejudicial to their inter- 
ests. This memorial was referred to a committee, | 
a majority of whom were southern men, and at | 
the head of which was the distinguished Virgin- | 
ian. On the 2d of March, of the same year, Mr 
Randolph reported against the prayer of the peti- 
tion, and, among other things, said: 

* “The committee deem it highly dangerous and inexpe- 


| 
dient to impair a provision wisely calculated to promote 
the happiness and perity of the northwestern country, | 





and to give stre and security to that extensive frontier. 
in the salutary operation of this sagacious and benevolent 
restraint, it is believed that the inhabitants of Indiana will, 
at no distant day, find ample remuneration for a temporary 
Privation of labor and emigration.”’ 

Sir, the great State of Indiana, with her million 
and a half of people, and with all the privileges | 
and glory of free institutions, is a witness to-day 
of the truth of the prediction. What is now the 


State of Michigan was then included in the Ter- 









ritory of Indiana; and the people of both of those 
States will ever hold in grateful remembrance the 
efforts of the noble southerner, against ‘‘ squatter 
sovereignty,’’ to preserve unimpaired the provis- 
ion which dedicated that Territory to free men 
and free labor. 

It may also be proper to say, that the question 
of suffrage and eligibility to office in the Terri- 
tories has uniformly and invariably been determ- 
ined by Codfigress, and ‘that General Cass has 
since voted for territorial organizations in which 


| those rights were prescribed and defined by Con- 
1s slavery of higher moment or more sa- || 


gress. 


cred than the right of suffrage and the eligibility | 


to office? If Congress can determine the one, it 
surely has the power to arrest the desolating 
march of the other. 

The abandonment of the doctrine so dearly 
cherished by Jefferson, and which had secured 
freedom in the great States of the Northwest, 
brought defeat to General Cass and the Demo- 
cratic party in 1848, but it installed the slave 

ower in complete control. The northern section 
iad been make in the web, and they could not re- 
lieve themselves from the thralldom. At first they 
undertook to quiet the conscience of the people, 


by the assertion that slavery was the creature of | 


local and positive law, and that it could not ob- 


Yain a foothold in the Territories until it was |) 


there lawfully established; and General Cass, in 
a speech in his own State, said: 


“Slavery is the creature of local law, and can claim 
neither protection, existence, nor recognition in the Con- 
stitution. 
while it remains a Territory. ‘he Constitution neither 
protects nor recognizes slavery in the Territories.”’ 


Hon. Henry Clay offered the following resolu- 
tion in the Senate, on the 29th January, 1850: 


** Resolved, That as slavery does not exist by law, and is 
not introduced into the territory acquired by the United 
States from the Republic of Mexico, it is inexpedient for 
Congress to provide by law either for its introduction into, 
or its exclusion from, any part of the said territory,’ &c. 


In commending this proposition to the Senate, 


Mr. Clay said: 


“This resolution, sir, proposes, in the first instance, a 
declaration of two truths—one of law, and the other of fact. 
The truth of law which it declares is, that there does not 
exist, at this time, slavery in any portion of the territory 
acquired bythe United States from Mexico. When I say, 


sir, that it is a truth, [ speak my own solemn and deliberate | 


conviction.”’ 


Hon. Greene C. Bronson, a distinguished law- | 
— and jurist of New York, in a letter to Hon. | 


onn Cocurane, in 1848, then a distinguished 
Free-Soiler of New York, said: 


* Slavery cannot exist where there is no positive law to 
uphold it. [tis not necessary that it should be forbidden ; 
it is enough that it is not specially authorized. If the 
owner of slaves removes with, or sends them into, any 
country, State, or Territory, where slavery does not exist 
by law, they will from that moment become freemen, and 
will have as good a right to command the master as he will 
have to command them. State laws have no extra author- 


ity ; and a law of Virginia which makes a man aslave there, | 


cannot make hima siave in New York, nor beyond the 
Rocky Mountains.”’ 


Hon. Edward Bates, a distinguished lawyer of 
Missouri, recently declared he did ‘‘ not believe 
that the Constitution, by its proper vigor, carries 
slavery into all the Territories that may be ac- 
— by the United States. He believes that 
reedom is the rule and slavery the exception. 


He does not believe that slavery can exist in any | 
territory acquired by the United States, except | 


by a positive law of Congress.”’ 


The Detroit Free Press, which is the organ of | 
the Administration, and of the party, in Michi- | 


gan, said: 


‘* Slavery cannot go to Kansas or Nebraska, for the ali- 


sufficient reason that there is no law there permitting it. 


It is a perfectly well-established legal proposition, that sla- || 
| very is the creature of local law, and that it can nowhere 


exist except by the force of law.”’ 


Democratic authority could be multiplied ad | 


infinitum to prove the truth of this position, but 
the above must suffice. This short-lived doctrine 
has already been displaced; and the accepted the- 
ory now is, that slavery exists in the Territories 
by virtue of the Constitution. 

But, Mr. President, the fatal step had been taken 
in the surrender of a high principle. Hencefor- 
ward the northern Democracy were reduced to a 
state of vassalage. When the fugitive slave law 
was passed they avowed their readiness to do the 
‘dirty work ’’ imposed by their southern mas- 


Slavery does not and cannot exist in Kansas | 
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ters. If they evinced the slightest disposition to 
| rebel, a threat to dissolve the Union at once re- 
| duced them to submission. At last, when their 
| Subjection was deemed complete, the abrogation 
| of that sacred and time-honored Missouri com- 
| promise was demanded. ‘ 

| If a prophet had xppeared to the honorable 
| Senator from Illinois in 1845, when, at Spring- 
field, the capital of his adopted State, he uttered 
the following beautiful apostrophe to the Mis- 
souri compromise, he might have said, with Ha- 
zael of old: ** But what! is ay servant a dog, that 
he should do this great thing?’ 

“The Missouri compromise has been in practical oper- 
ation for about a quarter of a century, and received the 
sanction and approbation of men of all parties in every sec- 
| tion ofthe Union. It had allayed all sectional jealousies 
| and irritations growing out of the vexed question, and 
harmonized and tranquillized the whole country. tt had 
an origin akin to the Constitution, conceived in the same 
spirit of affection, and calculated to remove forever the 
only danger which seems to threaten to sever the Union. 
All the evidences of public opinion seemed to indicate that 
| this compromise had been canonized in the hearts of the 
American people asa sacred thing, which no ruthless hand 
would ever be reckless enough to disturb.”’ 


In a speech in the United States Senate, deliv- 
ered in 1845, Mr. Buchanan said: 


* The resolutions went to reéstablish the Missouri com- 





| promise, by fixing a line within which slavery was to be for- 


| everconfined. That controversy—the Missouri question— 
had nearly shaken this Union to its center in an earlier and 
better period of our history ; but this compromise, should it 
now be reéstablished, would prevent the recurrence of 
similar dangers hereatter. Should this question be now left 
open for one or two years, the country would be involved 
in one continued struggle. We should witness a feverish 
excitement in the public mind. Parties would divide on 
| the dangerous and exciting question of abolition, and the 
irritation would reach such an extreme as to endanger 
the existence of the Union itself; but close it now and it 
would be closed forever. Was it desirable again to have 
the Missouri question brought home to the people to goad 
them tofury? ‘That great question between the two great 
interests in our country had been well discussed and de- 
cided in the Missouri compromise, and from that moment 
he had sat down his foot on the solid ground then estab- 
lished, and there he would Ict the question stand forever. 
Who could complain of the terms of that compromise ?” 

Ina letter of Mr. James Buchanan, dated Wash- 
ington, August 25, 1847, directed to a Harvest 
Home of the Democracy of Berks county, Penn- 
sylvania, | find this language: 

“After Louisiana was acquired from France, by Mr. Jef- 
ferson, and when the State of Missouri, which constituted 
a part of it, was about to be admitted into the Union, the 
| Missouri question arose, and, in its progress, threatened the 

dissolution of the Union. This was settled by the men of 
the last generation, as other important and dangerous ques- 
tions have been settled, in a spirit of mutual concession. 
Under the Missouri compromise, slavery was ‘ forever pro- 
hibited’ north of 36° 30’; and south of this parallel, the 
question was left to be decided by the people. Congress, 
in the admission of Texas, following in the footsteps of 
their predecessors, adopted the same rule ; and, in my opin- 
ion, the harmony of the States, and even the security of 
the Union itself, require that the line of the Missouri com- 
promise should be extended to any new territory which we 
may acquire from Mexico.” 


Again, in the same letter, he says: 


“Such has been my individual opinion, openly and 
freely expressed, ever since the commencement of the 
present unfortunate agitation; and, of all places in the 
world, [ prefer to put them on record before the incorrupt- 
ible Democracy of old Berks. I therefore beg leave to 
offer you the following sentiment: 

* The Missouri compromise : its adoption, in 1820, saved 
the Union from threatened convulsion. Its extension, in 
1848, to any new territory which we may acquire, will 
secure the like happy results.”’ 

The ostensible reason for the repeal of the Mis- 
souri compromise was its alleged unconstitution- 
ality. To this it may be said that, in 1820, it 
received the sanction of an able Congress, and 
wasapproveg by Mr. Monroe andall his Cabinet— 
a majority, as usual, being composed of southern 
men; that the provision excluding slavery north of 
the line of 369 30’ was reénacted in the resolutions 
annexing Texas in 1845, and approved by Mr. 
Tyler and all his southern Cabinet; that, upon the 
bill for the organization of the Territory of Oregon, 
in 1848, it was proposed as an amendment by the 
honorable Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,] 
and voted for by the following Senators: Messrs. 
Atchison, Benton, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bor- 
| land, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Davis, Dickinson, 
Douglas, Downs, Fitzgerald, Foote, Hannegan, 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, John- 
son of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, 
Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Metcalf, Pierce, Sebas- 
tiar, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, and Under- 
wvod—nearly all Democrats and southern men. 
'In the House of Representatives it received 
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eighty-two votes, among Which I find the names of || burdened the heart of Jefferson in his latter days, 


Messrs. Bocock, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Cling- 
man, Howell Cobb, Iverson, Andrew Johnson, 
R. W. Johnson, G. W. Jones, McDowell, Mc- 
Lane, Phelps, Stephens of Georgia, Rhett, Jacob 
Thompson, and ‘Toombs. 


It was also voted for | 


in 1850 by most of the distinguished men whose | 


names | have just repeated. No pretext was 
urged, for the repeal of the Missouri restriction, 
that it was asked for by the people of the Terri- 
tory. Lvery possible demonstration was given, 
that it was repugnant to the feelings of the people 


in the free States. In my judgment, it was passed || 


to appease the inexorable demand of the slave 
interest fordominion. As Ahab coveted Naboth’s 


vineyard, so did the propagandists of slavery cast | 
a longing, wistful look upon the great plains of 


Kansas. 
I will not detain the Senate, Mr. President, with 


e# recital of the atrocious and persistent efforts for | 
years to establish slavery in Kansas, up to that | 


culmination of villainy, the Lecompton constitu- 
tion. Itis sufficient for me to say, that the un- 
equal struggle of the friends of freedom upon those 


blood-stained fields was worthy of the best days | 


of the Revolution; and that the Democratic party 


of the North had become so completely demor- | 


alized and debauched, that they neither felt nor 


dared to express the slightest sympathy for their || 


brethren, who were contending for their rights 
against the brutal mob of border ruffians, and the 
power and influence of the Administration. Their 
distinguished leader and candidate for the Presi- 


dency, the honorable Senator from Illinois, [Mr..| 


Dovetas,} has avowed, upon the floor of the Sen- || 
ate, that ‘* it was a matter of perfect indifference to | 


him whether ey is voted in or out;’’ and his 


followers, unmove 

national glory, are apparently alike indifferent. 
Thus, step by step, Mr. President, has the Dem- 

ocratic party of the North ceased to be the party 


of freedom and libecty, and been brought under per- | 


fect subjugation to the interests of slavery. Ifany- 
thing were wanting to complete the record of its 


degradation, and the total abandonment of all its || 


by the love of humanity or | 


was the usurpations of the Supreme Court. | I 
quote a few of his prophetic warnings, and trust 
that the people will heed them: 


Extract of a letter to Judge Roane, dated Poplar Forest, 
September 6, 1819. 

* In denying the right they usurp of exclusively explaining 
the Constitution, | go further than you do, if | understand 
rightly your quotation trom the Federalist, of an opinion 
that ‘ the judiciary is the last resort in relation to the other 
departments of the Governuicnt, but not itPrelation to the 
rights of the parties to the compact under which the ju- 
diciary is derived.’ If this opinion be sound, then, indeed, 
is our Constitution a complete felode se. For, intending to 
establish three departments, cojrdinate and independent, 
that they might check and balance one another, it has given, 
according to this opinion, to one of them alone the right to 
prescribe rules for the government of the others; and to 
that one, too, which is unelected by and independent of the 
nation.” . * * . * * . o * 

“The Constitution, on this hypothesis, is a mere thing of 
wax inthe hands of the judiciary, which they may twist 
and shape into any form they please. Itshould be remem- 
bered, as an axiom of eternal truth in politics, that whatever 
power, inany Government, is independent, is absolute also ; 
in theory only at first, while the spirit of the people is up, 
but in practice as fast as that relaxes. Independence can 
be trusted nowhere but with the people in mass. “They are 
inherently independent of all but moral law. My construc- 
tion of the Constitution is very different from that you quote. 
It is, that each department is truly independent of the 
others, and has an equal right to decide for itself what is 

| the meaning of the Constitution in the cases submitted to 
its action.’’ 
Extract from a letter to Thomas Ritchie, dated Monticello, 
December 25, 1820. 





* The judiciary of the United States is the subtile corps of | 


sappers and miners constantly working under ground to 
undermine the foundations of our contederated fabric. They 
are construing our Constitution from a coordination of a 
general and special Government to a general and supreme 
one alone.”’ * ° * * ** We already see the 
| power, installed for life, responsible to no authority, (for 
impeachment is not even a scaiccrow,) advancing with a 
noiseless and steady pace to the great object of consolida- 
tion. The toundations are already deeply laid, by theirde- 
cisions, for the annihilation of constitutional State rights, 
and the removal of every check, every counterpoise, to the 
| engulfing power, of which themselves are to make a sov- 
| ereign part.”’ , ¥ . * * That there should 
be public functionaries independent of the nation, what- 
| ever may be their demerit, is a solecism, in a Replblic, of 


|| the first order of absurdity and inconsistency.’’ 


former principles and leaders, it is the voluntary | 
offer, made at Charleston, to submit to and be | 


ruided by the political opinions of the Supreme 
Court, as well to those already promulgated as 


to those which they may hereafter declare. For | 
many years the slave power has been adroitly | 
managing to mold and fashion the Supreme Court, | 


80 as to bring it into complete subserviency to 
their interests. There is but one friend of tree- 
dom left on the bench—all the other judges are 
pro-slavery. So constituted, this court has de- 
clared that slaves are property under the Con- 
stitution, and that they can be lawfully held in 
any of the Territories. This opinion, in my judg- 
ment, is entitled to no more respect than that of 
the same number of men in this Chamber, or any- 


where else; but when we look at the necessary | 


consequence of declaring slaves property under 
the United States Constitution, and to what must 
inevitably be the next decision, the right to hold 
them in the States, in defiance of State authority, 
a voluntary engagement to be bound by such de- 
cision is equivalent to a surrender of the whole 
country to slavery. 

The present purposes of the slave power are 
frankly disclosed in the following article, which 
appeared in the Union newspaper of this city, the 
organ of the Administration, on the 17th Novem- 
ber, 1857: 

“The Constitution declares that ‘the gitizens of each 
State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities 
of citizens in the several States.’ Every citizen of one State 
coming into another State has, therefore, a right to the pro- 
tection of his person, and that property which is recognized 
as such by the Constitution of the United States, any law 
cf a State to the contrary notwithstanding. So far from any 
State having a right to deprive him of this property, itis its 
bounden duty to protect him in its possession. 

*“ If these views are correct—and we believe it would be 
difficult to invalidate them—it follows that all State laws, 
whether organic or otherwise, which prohibit a citizen of 
one State from setuling in another, and bringing his slave 
property with him, and most especially declaring it forfeited, 
are direct violations of the original intention of a Govern- 
ment which, as before stated, is the protection of person 
and property, and of the Constitution of the United States, 
which recognizes property in slaves, und declares that ‘ the 
citizens of each State shall be entitied to all the privileges 
and immunities of citizens in the several States,’ amon 
the most ussential of which is the protection of person an 
property.” 


Mr. President, the great thought, which over- 








Equally impressive and eloquent was John 
Randolph, who said: 


* But, sir, if you pass the law, the judges are to put their 
veto upon it by declaring it unconstitutional. Here isa new 
power, ofa dangerous and uncontrollable nature, contended 
jor. The decision of a constitutional question must rest 
somewhere. Shall it be coniided to men immediatcly re- 
sponsible to the people, or to those who are irresponsible? 
for the responsibility by impeachment is little less than a 
name. From whom is a corrupt decision most to be feared ? 
To me it appears that the power which has the right of 
passing, without appeal, on the validity of your laws, is 
your sovereign.”’ = * . . * But, sir, are we 
not as deeply interested in thé true exposition of the Con- 
| stitution as the judges can be? With all the deference to 
| their talents, is not Congress as capable of forming a cor- 


|| rect opinionas they are? Are notits members acting under 


| a responsibility to public opinion which can and will check 
| their aberrations trom duty?” 


Nathaniel Macon, of North Carolina, said: 


* According to some gentlemen, we were to regard the 
judiciary more than the law, and both more than the Con- 
stitution. It was a misfortune the judges were not equal 
in infallibility to the God who made them. The truth was, 
if the judge was a party man out of power, he would be a 
party manin. The office would not change human nature.”’ 


Now, Mr. President, let me quote from Gen- 
| eral Jackson in his veto of the bank bill: 


! 
| 
| 
| 
* If the opinion of the Supreme Court covered the whole 
| ground of this act, it ought not to control the coirdinate 
authorities of this Government. The Congress, the Execu- 
tive, and the court, must cach for itself be guided by its own 
opinion of the Constitution. Each public officer, who takes 
an oath to support the Constitution, swears that he will 
support it as he understands it, and not as it is understood 
by others. It is as much the duty of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of the Senate, and of the President, to decide 
upon the constitutionality of any bill or resolution which 
may be presented to them for passage or approval, as it ‘is 
of the supreme judges, when it may be brought before them 
for judicial decision. The opinion of the judges has no 
more authority over Congress than the opinion of Congress 
over the judges; and, on that point, the President is inde- 
pendent of both. The authority of the Supreme Court must 
not, therefore, be permitted to control the Congress or the 
Executive when acting in their legislative capacities, but 
to have only such influence as the force of their reasoning 
may deserve.”’ 


General Jackson was aware that he had taken a 
strong position in that case; and he closes, most 
solemnly, with an appeal tohis Creator. He says; 

“| have now done my duty to my country. Ifsustained 
by my fellow-citizens, I shall be grateful and happy ; if not, 

| I shall find, in the motives which impel me, ample grounds 
tor contentinent and peace.”’ 

Ido not expect to make my case any stronger; 
but there is an ‘‘ old public functionary’’ who now 


occupies the White House whose opinions were 
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once entitled to some respect. I wish to contrast 
them to show the degeneracy of the times, and 


_ especially of the Democratic party. 


n a speech in the 
| United States Senate, 
July 7, 1841, on the 
bank question, Mr. 

Buchanan said: 

** Now, if it were not un- 
parliamentary language, and 
| if U did not desire to treat all 
my friends on this (Whig) 
side of the House with the 
respect which I feel tor 
them, | would say that, the 
| question having been settled 
so as to bind the consciences 
| of members of Congress 
when voting on the present 
bill, itis ridiculous and ab- 
| sufd. If all the judges and 
|} all the lawyers in Christen- 
| dom had decided in the af- 
firmative, when the question 
is brought home te me as a 
legislator, bound to vote for 
or against a new charter, 
upon oath to support the 
Constitution, I must exer- 
| cise my own judgment. I 
| would treat with profound 
| respect the arguments and 
| opinions of judges and con- 
stitutional lawyers; but if, 
after all, they fail to con- 
| vinee me that the law was 
constitutional, I should be 
| guilty of perjury before high 
Heaven if [I voted in its 
favor. 

* Buteven ifthe judiciary 
had settled the question, F 
| should never hold myself 
bound by their decision, 
while acting in a legislative 
character. Unlike the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, 
| (Mr. Bates,] I shall never 
consentto place the liberties 
of the people in the hands of 
any judicial tribunal. 

**No man holds in higher 
| esteem than I do, the mem- 
ory of Chief Justice Mar- 
shall; but I should never 
have consented to make 
even him the final arbiter 
between the Government 
aad the peuple of this coun- 
try, on questions of consti- 
tutional liberty.” 


Mr. President, I have 





In his message tp 
Congress, as Presiden, 
of the United States, hyp 
said: ‘ 

“Slavery existed ar that 
period, (1854,) and stil! ex 
ists, in Kansas, under the 
Constitution of the Uniteg 
States. This point has a 
last been finally decided jy 
the highest tribunal know), 
to our laws. How it couiq 
ever have been doubted js q 
mystery.’ 


And in his letter to 
Professor Silliman, he 
reiterated the above, and 
added: 


** Slavery exists in Kansas 
by virtue of the Constitution 
of the United States. Kan. 
sas is, therefore, as much a 
slave State as Georgia or 
South Carolina.” 


In the Berks county 
letter, written in 1847, 
he said: 

“ Having urged the adop. 
tion of the Missouri compro. 
mise, the inference is irre- 
sistible that Congress, in my 
opinion, possesses the power 
to legislate upon the subject 
of slavery in the Territo- 
ries.”’ 


said enough to prove the 


total depravity of the Democratic party North; 
the utter abandonment of their principles; their 
complete and thorough subserviency to southern 


dictation. I will not use the harsh language which 
the Senator from Texas [Mr. Wicraxt] employed 
the other day, when he said: 

‘Threaten them, and they will crouch to your feet like 
so many hounds. Only swear that you are going to dissolve 
the Union, and the timid creatures will get down on all 
fours, bite the dust, and kiss the rod raised to chastise 


them.”’ 
But I will say, they 


have lost the manly, inde- 


pendent spirit, which was the characteristic of 
oe in the days of General Jackson. 


r. President, the sentiments of the owe of 
the free States, to whom the acts of their 


em- 


ocratic public servants have been submitted, are 
well known, and they have been unequivocally 
expressed. No man has been able to stand up 
before an enlightened constituency and justify his 


betrayal of the interests of free labor. 


Even the 


distinguished Senator from Illinois only obtained 
a majority of his Legislature through an unjust 
apportionment; the popular majority was against 


him, 


The people of the great northwestern States, 


now numberin 


nearly ten millions of freemen 


will ever hold in grateful recollection the mem 
ory of those whose statesmanlike and on 
t 


foresight dedicated the soil upon which 


ey live 


to free labor; and they are not unmindful of th¢ 
duty they owe to their posterity. They mean to 
prove to the world that the same zeal for liberty 


| which inspired their ancestors still animates them. 
| With slavery in the States of this Confederacy, 
| they claim no other right to interfere than to unite 
with an enlightened Christian world in a public 
sentiment before which all great wrongs mus! 
sooner or later give way. But in the broad Ter- 
ritories of this Union they are determined slavery 
never shall obtain a foothold. The auction block 
for fellow-men shall never be established there: 








eRe 


Wieder. < 


Fe ae ee 





the cr 
fetter, 
of her 
those | 
mount 
wroug 
As fas 
the ch 
refiner 
‘ts ent 
Mr. 
us; th 
place é 
the sla 
of this 
judicia 
mense 
work ¢ 
the po 
the pa 
try. 
dicate, 
slaver 
United 
party | 
ment, 
ples 0! 
lighter 
good v 
your § 
prevail 
freedo} 
candid 
identifi 
from ¥ 
oughly 
of tree 
bearer 
bear tl 
power 
design 
to the 
Union 
lity, p 
the ble 
terity. 
Mr. 
time i 
on the 
tions 1 
do so. 
agains 
longer 
howev 
what 1 
import 
vote. 
The 
lated, | 
ocratic 
to fore 
in the. 
the De 
of ace 
my kn 
of min 
presse: 
these 2 
tional 
in this 
was to 
tion. 
ators | 
touchii 
Territ 
referer 
Senate 
take ac 
give th 
at the. 
discus 
whom 
curred 
have o 
mainly 
overru 
presen 
The 
“ 4. d 
Legisla 
an indi: 
nul or j 
United 
Territo 
territori 








e- 
ny 
er 
ect 
Lo- 


the 
th; 
veir 
ern 
ich 
yed 


like 
‘olve 
1 all 
stise 


ide- 


5 of 


e of 
lem- 
are 
ally 


his 
‘‘ 
ined 
just 
Linst 


ates, 

men 

nem- 

jotic 
> jive 
f the 
an to 
erty 
hem. 
racy, 
unite 
ublic 
must 
Ter- 
very 
block 
here: 


eer 


Seca 


Ss Bt a Lk deed 


1860. 


the crack of the driver’s whip, the clink of the } 
fetter, or the moan of the slave mother at the less | 
of her offspring, shall never be heard there; but | 
those broad plains, those ferule valleys, and those | 
mountain gorges rich in shining metal, shall be | 
wrought alone by the willing hands of free men. || 
As fust as they are peopled, the school-house and | 
the church will spring up; and civilization and | 
refinement will bring comfert and happiness to | 
‘ts entire population. 

Mr. President,a new era is about to dawn upon 
us; the desperate struggie which has just ‘en | 
place at Charleston is one of the dying throes of | 
the slave power. ‘The most important functions 
of this Government—executive, legislative, and | 
judicial—have fallen under itscontrol; and its im- 
mense patronage has been arrayed in the unholy |) 
work ofextending slavery. Itmustsoon surrender | 
the power which it has wielded so despotically over || 
the party in the North and over the whole coun- | 
try. The slave code which these resolutions in- || 
dicate, will never be passed; and the doctrine that 
slavery exists by virtue of the Constitution of the | 
United States will soon fall into contempt. A | 
party is about to take possession of this Govern- | 
ment, with the same name and the same princi- | 
ples of the aaa party of 1800. ie en- || 
lightened people are thoroughly aroused to the || 
good work; and they will reverse the decisions of |, 
your Supreme Court, and the policy which has | 
prevailed under Democratic rule; they will make |) 
freedom national and slavery sectional. ‘Their | 
candidates, Lincoln and Hamlin, are thoroughly |, 
identified with the interests of the laboring classes, || 
from which they have sprung; and they are thor- |. 
oughly imbued with the principles and the love |, 
of freedom and liberty. Around such standard- || 
bearers the hosts of the people will gather and | 
bear them on to victory. Their inauguration in | 
power will restore the Government to its original || 
design, so beautifully expressed in the preamble || 
to the Constitution, and *‘ form agmore perfect 
Union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquil- | 
lity, provide for the common defense, and secure | 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos- 
terity.”” 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, 1 had at one, 
time intended to express my views at some length 
on the general subject —* by the resolu- || 

| 


| 
| 
| 


tions now under consideration, but I shall not 
do so. 1 am unwilling to interpose this subject 
against the public business even for one moment 
longer. I shall ask the indulgence of the Senate, 
however, for a few minutes only, whilst 1 say 
what is necessary to explain my views on a few 
important points involved, before recording my 
vote. 

The allegation so often made and freely circu- 
lated, Mr. President, that the action of the Dem- 
ocratic Senators on these resolutions was intended 
to forestall the action of the national convention 
in the declaration of a platform of principles for 
the Democratic party, and influence the selection 
of a candidate, is utterly unwarranted, 6o far as 
my knowledge goes. Surely that was no purpose 
of mine; for 1 was amongst those who had ex- 
pressed doubts of the expediency of acting on 
these resolutions prior to the meeting of the na- 
tional convention; and almost the last thing I did 
in this Chamber, before leaving for Charleston, 
was tO move the postponement of their considera- 
tion. But, sir, when half a dozen or more Sen- 
ators had offered resolutions or amendments, all 
touching the question of slavery in the States and 
Territories, | was among those who advised the 
reference of the whole to a caucus of Democratic 
Senators, to determine first whether we should 
take action at all; and if action, to endeavor to 
give that action proper form. 1 was not present 
at the caucus meetings when these subjects were | 
discussed; but 1 was one of the committee to 
whom the resolutions were referred, and I con- 
curred in their sentiments, though I preferred to 
have one of them in different language; and it is 
mainly because the majority of the committee 
overruled my views that I trouble the Senate at 
present. 

The fourth resolutior reads as follows: 

“4. Resolved, That neither Co nor a Territorial 

islature, whether by direct legisiation or legislation of 
an indirect and unfriendly character, power to an- 
nul or impair the constitutional right of any citizen of the 
United States to take bis slave property into the common 


Territories and there hold and enjoy the same while the 
territorial remains,”? 


|| point presented in this resolution. 


|, so that the law is laid down? 








Now, Mr. President, having at one time ex- 
pressed opiniens somewhat inconsistent with the 
sentiments of this resolution, it is due to myself 
to say that I shall vote for it, because I believe 
the doctrines enunciated by the Supreme Court, 
in the case of Dred Scott, cover and sustain every 
I am aware, 
sir, that it is considered by some that the differ- 
ence amongst our friends in 1854, as to the au- 
thority of a Territorial Legislature over the 
subject of slavery, was to be decided on a case 
carried directly from a Territory to the Supreme 
Court of the United States; but that objection, it 
seems to me, is more special and technical than 
substantial. What does it matter as to the case, 
I had supposed 
the decision was to be accepted whenever a case 
should arise ‘in which it was necessary to lay 
down the constitutional law on the subject. With 
this view, sir, [ feel required, in ny capacity of | 
representative and citizen, to accept the opinion | 


| of the Supreme Court in the case of Dred Scott 


tional condition of slavery in the States and Ter- 
ritories, and the powers and duties of Congress 
in reference thereto; and, without any attempt at 
argument on this point, [ hold that the principle 
of constitutional law, so clearly and emphatically | 
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a territorial government to exercise them. It could confer 
ho power on any local government, established by its au- 
thority, to violate the provisions of the Constitution. 

“And ifthe Constitution recognizes the right of prop- 
erty of the master in a slave, and makes no distinction be- 
tween that description of property and other property owned 
by a citizen, no tribunal, acting under the authority of the 
United States”— 


And surely the Territorial Legislatures, when 
organized, are acting under our authority— 
“no tribunal, acting under the authority of the United 
States, whether it be legislative, executive, or judicial, has 
aright to draw such a distinction, or deny to it the benefit 
of the provisions and guarantees which have been pro- 
vided fur the protection of private property against the en- 
croachments of the Government.” ° 


This theory, laid down by the court, is the more 
acceptable because it is in such beautiful harmony 


| with the great principle of equality among the 
| States, as expressly enunciated in the Constitu- 


; lan. 


The States are equal in rights and privi- 
leges, and the dectrine of the Supreme Court 
shows that that principle of equality must be ob- 


|| served in the use and enjoyment of the common 
as an authoritative exposition of the constitu- || 


' by the blood and treasure of all the States. 


domain, the joint property of the States, acquired 
The 


| States being equals under the Constitution, the 


laid down in that opinion, must inevitably, when- || 


ever and wherever, and as often as applied, deny | 
to Congress and a Territorial Legislature the 
right to establish or abolish slavery in a ‘Terri- 
tory, or to exclude slaves or any other species | 
of property therefrom. This is decision enough 
for me; and in support of what I have said, | | 


will read a few extracts from the opinion of the || 


Chief Justice, together with the syllabus of the | 
case, as stated in Howard’s Reports, and which, 
itis said, was revised by the Chief Justice him- 
self. 

In the nineteenth volume of Howard’s Reports, 
page 395, it is stated that the Supreme Court of | 
the United States decided in the Dred Scott case, 
as follows: 


| 
| 
. “1. The Territory thus acquired is acquired by the peo- 
| 


ple of the United States for their common and equyl ben- 
efit, through their agent and trustee, the federal Govern- 
ment. Congress can exercise no power over the rights of | 
persons or property of a citizen in the Territory, which is | 
prohibited by the Constitution. The Government and the 
citizen, whenever the ‘l'erritory is open to settlement, both 


the Constitution. 

**2. Congress have no right to prohibit the citizens of 
any particular State or States from taking up their home 
there, while it permits citizens of other States to du so. | 
Nor has it aright to give privileges to one class of citi- | 
zens Which it refuses to another. The Territory is ac- 
quired for their equal and common benefit, and if open to | 
any, it must be open to all upon equal and the same terms. | 

** 3. Every citizen has a right to take with him into the | 
Territory any article of property which the Constitution of | 
the United States recognizes as property. 

4. The Constitution of the United States recognizes | 
slaves as property, and pledges the Federal Governinent to | 
protectit. And Congress cannot exercise any more author- 
ity Over property of that description than it may constitu- 
tionally exercise over property of any other kind. 

*©5. The act of Congress, therefore, prohibiting a citizen 
of the United States taking with him his slaves when he | 
removes to the ‘Territory in question to reside, is an exer- 
cise of authority over private property which is not war- 
ranted by the Constitution, and’ the removal of the plain- 
tiff by his owner to that ‘Territory gave him no title to 
freedom. 

6. While itremains a Territory, Congress may legislate 
over it within the scope of its constitutional powers in re- 
lation to citizens of the United States, and may establish a | 
territorial government, and the form of this local govern- 
ment must be regulated by the discretion of Congress; but | 
with powers not exceeding those which Congress itself by 
the Constitution is authorized to exercise over citizens of 
the United States in respect to their rights of persons or 
rights of property.’?. 

The court, in discussing the power of Congress 
and a Territorial Legislature, laid down the follow- | 
ing principles, which clearly warrant the opinion | 
which I have expressed: 


“The powers over person and property of which we 
speak are not only not granted to Congress, but are in ex- 
press terms denied, and they are forbidden to exercise 
them. And this prohibition is not confined to the States, 
but the words are general, and extend to the whole terri- 
tory over which the Constitution gives it power to legis- 
late, including those portions of it remaining Under territo- 
rial government, as well as that covered by States. Itisa 
total absence of power everywhere within the dominion of | 
the United States, and places the citizens of a Territory, 
so far as these rights are concerned, on the same footing | 
with the citizens of the States, and guards them as firmly | 
and plainly against any inroads which the General Govern- | 
ment might attempt, under the plea of implied or incidental | 
powers. And if Con itself cannot do this, if it is be- | 
yond the powers conferred on the Federal Government, it | 
will be adinitted, we presume, that it could not authorize | 








citizens of each and all the States must enjoy an 
unconditional right to go into the common ‘Terri- 
tories with their property, including slaves, and 
when there be maintained by the Government in 
the use and enjoyment of that property, so long 
as the joint ownership or the territorial condition 
remains. And turther, Congress being only the 
agent or trustee of the States to take care of this 
common estate, can make no rule, law, or regula- 
tion, in reference thereto, calculated or intended 
to prejudice the rights, interests, or opportunities 
of the common owners, They must be permitted 
to stand where the Constituuon and the simplest 
principles of justice and equity place them—as 
equals. And Congress not being vested with au- 
thority to do these things, cannot, as the court 
has so justly said, delegate it to a Territorial 


| Legislature. 


‘Lhe case then comes down to this: it has been 
judicially determined that slaves are property; 
and, [ believe, no one will deny this, nd it has 
also been determined, by the same tribunal, that 
the owner of that species of property has a right 


| to carry it with him into the common Territories. 


ll an . : 

n | Then what remains to be settled? What point of 
enter it with their respective rights defined and limited by | dispute is undecided? Surely it will not be con- 
| 


tended that this property is not to be taken care 
of as completely as any other species. ‘The pro- 
tection and maintenance of the righis of person 
and preperty is the highest duty of*Government, 
A Government that cannot do this is a failure. A 
Government that fails or refuses to do this is a de- 
lusion and a fraud—the word of promise to the 


| ear to be broken to the hope. 


Now, Mr. President, a word on the subject of 
non-intervention, and then I shall nave done with 
this question. Some of our friends hold that the 
adopuon of these resolutions involves the aban- 
donment of the doctrine of non-intervention. For 
one, | do notso understand it. There is no dee- 
laration in these resolutions committing us to an 
interference to establish or abolish slavery, or to 
interfere with that question in any way in the 
Territories. The very reverse is the leading idea 
of this whole theory. It recognizes the sover- 
eignty and the independence of the States, as also 
their right to an equal enjoyment of the common 

roperty. There is no committal to intervention. 
t leaves the Democratic doctrine where it has 
long been. @he principle is non-intervention; the 
policy is non-intervention. ‘These resolutions 
simply declare that if, at any time, the executive 
and judicial branches of the Government should 
be unable to maintain the rights of property in 
the Territories, it will be the duty of Congress 
to supply the necessary remedies; that is all. It 
is a committal to maintain constitutional nights. 
That cannot interfere with the doctrine of non- 
intervention. There are exceptions to the best 
of rules. You all remember that, in 1856, we felt 
required to repeal certain Jaws that had been en- 
acted in the Territory of Kansas; yet I do not 
know that it was generally claimed that by that 
act we had abandoned the doctrine of non-inter- 
vention. The distinguished Senator from Iliinois, 
{Mr. Doveras,} on the 12th of June, 1857, ina 


| speech at ee the revocation of 
’ 


nic act of Uta 
erritory. 


the or; 


to meet the exigencies in 
that 


I do not know that ever he was 
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charged with abandoning the doctrine of non- 
intervention for that reason. It was simply rec- 
ognizing the necessity for an exception to the 
general rule of non-intervention. 

But, Mr. President, | have said all I intend to 
say. I did not rise for the purpose of making a 
speech or an argument, but simply to explain 
myself on one or two of the main points involved 
in these resolutions. 

Mr. IVERSON. Mr. President, I do not pro- 
pose to make a speech upon the resolutions of 
the Senator from Mississippi. I merely desire 
to present a few remarks to define my own indi- 
vidual, position. When these resolutions were 
under the consideration of the caucus of the Dem- 
ocratic Senators, and when they were agreed to 
by that caucus, it was with a reservation upon 
my part that 1 might be permitted to offer any 
amendment to them in the Senate that my judg- 
ment might dictate. I had determined, at one 
time, to offer two amendments by way of sub- 
stitute to the fifth resolution of the series. I have, 
however, come to the determination not to offer 
any amendments whatever; because I do not wish 
to erabarrass the resolutions themselves, or any 
of theirfriends. I will read the resolutions which 
I intended to offer by way of amendment, and 
which come up to what I consider to be the true 
and proper line that the southern States ought to | 
demand as the full measure of their rights. The 
fifth resoluuon of the series offered by the Senator 
from Mississippi is in the following words: 

* Resolved, That if experience should at any time prove | 
that the judicial and executive authority do not possess 
mcans to insure adequate protection to constitutional rights 
in a Territory, and if the territorial government should tail 
orrefuse to provide the necessary remedies for that pur- 


pose, it will be the dutyof Congress to supply such defi- 
ciency.’’ 


I now read the resolutions which express my 
opinions in relation to the power and duty of 
Congress upon that subject: 

Resolved, That Congress possesses the sole power, under 
the Constitution, and as trustee of the public domain, to 
legislate for the Territories of the United States ; but may, 
in its wisdom and discretion, confer that power upon the 
territorial governments to the extent, and only to the ex 
tent, of its own jurisdiction. 

Resolved, That Congress has power, as aforesaid, to le- 
gislate for the protection and enjoyment of all property 
carried into the ‘Territories by the citizens of the several 
States emigrating to the same; and that it is the duty of 
Congrcss, in the formation of ¢very territorial government, 
to provide for such protection and enjoyment, either by di- 
rect and positive legislation, or by conterring such power 
upon the territorial governments, and enforcing its prompt 
and faithful exercise. 

Those resodutions, Mr. President, in my opin- 
ion, contain the true enunciation of the rights of 
the southern people. 1 believe that Congress has 
the power of legislation upon this subject. I be- 
Ireve that the Territories are the common prop- 
erty of all the people of the United States; that 
all the citizens of the United States have a right 
to go into this common territory for occupancy 
and settlement; and in emigrating to these Terri- 
tories, they have the right to carry any property 
with them which is recognized as property, either 
by the Constitution of the United States, or by the 
constitution and laws of the States from which 
they remove. They have the right to go into these | 
Territories with their property of every descrip- | 
tion; and when they get into the Territories, they | 
have the undoubted right to the peaceable enjoy- 
ment and protection of that property during the 
existence of the territorial governments. I believe | 


that Congress possesses the sole right to give that || 


protection to which all parties are enwtled. I con- | 
sider it the duty of Congress to recognize at all | 
times the existence of these rights on the part of | 
the citizens of all the States. 
In granting this power to Congress, I utterly 
deny that Congress has the power to prohibit or | 
to destroy any property which the citizens of the 
several States may carry into the Territories. 
The power to protect does not involve the power 
to destroy. The power to regulate does not in- 
volve the right to impair. The people of the south- 
ern States have the undoubted right, the equal 
right, to go into the Territories with their prop- 
erty, such as is recognized by the Constitution of 
the United States, and by the constitution and | 
laws of their own States; and going into the Ter- | 
ritories with this property, that jurisdiction which | 
| 
| 


has the power over the Territories is bound, by 
every obligation of good faith, to pass laws for 
the protection of that property as longas the coun- | 


| recognize the duty of Congress, at all times and | 


TH 


' try remains in a territorial condition, When the 








Territory comes to form a constitution to be ad- 
mitted into the Union as a State, exercising in- 
choate powers as a sovereignty, they then can de- 


' cide for themselves in reference to their future 
| State, as a sovereignty, whether they shall have 


new State into the Union with such institutions 
as they may themselves prescribe for their own 


| government, provided they are not opposed to the 


Constitution of the United States, and to a repub- 
lican form of Government. 


| 
| slavery or not; and Congress should admit the | 


| the time they are there. 








| vigore, go into the Territories of the United States. 


| in Georgia what is called an adopting statute; and 


The resolution. of the Senator from Mississippi, 
to which I have referred, does not, in my opin- || 
ion, come up fully to the true line. It does not | 


under all circumstances, to protect slave property 
in the ‘Territories. 1 consider it to be the duty of 
Congress, in the establishment of territorial gov- 
frnments, to give protection by congressional le- | 
gislation. I consider it the duty of Congress, in 
advance, to recognize the right of the southern 
people to move into the Territories with their | 
slave property, and to have it protected during 
Therefore it is that, 
when a territorial government is formed by Con- 
gress, it becomes the duty of Congress then to 
recognize the right of the southern people to go 
into the Territory with their property, and to 
pass laws which shall provide for its protection. 
| should not require a slave code. I should not 
require all the particular minutie of domestic in- 
stitutions. | would take the common law of | 
Great Britain ina general form, which sufficiently 
recognizes the exietence of servitude; which rec- 
ognizes the relations between master and slave, | 
regulates those relations, defines the rights of 
owners, and applies remedies for their violation. 
It has been said by some eminent jurists that | 
the common law of Great Britain exists in the Ter- 
ritories of the United States. 1 do not believe that 
the common law of Great Britain does, in proprio 


The common law of Great Britain, which is the 
law of a foreign Government, is no more estab- 
lishedin any portion of the United States than the 
laws of China or any other Government except 
by adoption. The common law of Great Britain 
is not in force in any State of this Union, ex- 
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cept by a statute which adopts and makes it the 
law of the State. 1 know, at least, that we have 





itis by virtue of that statute that the common law 
is in torce. It declares that all the common law 
of Great Britain, and such of their statutes as are 
not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of 
Georgia, which were in force anterior to the Dec- 


| laration of Independence, should be in force in 


| 
the State of Georgia, until otherwise modified or 
changed. It became necessary, | apprehend, in 
every State a ge such an adopting statute, or 
at any rate to adopt them, either by positive legis- 
lation or by general concurrence and prescription. 
Lam not aware that there is any statute of the 
United States which carries the common law into 
the Territories of the United States; and I do not 
believe Chat the common law can be enforced in 
the Territories, unless itshall beexpressly adopted 
by statute enacted by Congress. I would be sat- 
istied, therefore, with the general adoption of the | 
provisions of the common-law system of Great 
Britain in the Territories in a territorial bill; be- 
cause that would recognize the existence of legal 
servitude, and the relations between master and 
slave; it would define the rights of the master, and 
would give remedies for the violation of these 
rights. The courts, of course, would apply those 
remedies. But without some express provision 
of Congress recognizing the right of the partes to 
go into the Territories with their property; with- 
out some express provision legislating for the pro- 
tection and regulation of that property, and es- 
tablishing remedies, there is no tribunal, in my 
opinion, that can give this relief. There would be 
no law existing in the Territories which prescribed 
the rights 6f owners, or would provide to them 
remedies for the violation of those rights. Sir, 
the very necessity is recognized in express terms 
in the Kansas-Nebraska bill; because one clause 
of the bill expressly declares that the power of the 
Territorial Legislature shall extend to all rightful 
@ubjects of legislation not inconsistent with the 
Constitution of the United States or with the terms | 
of the organic act, thus recognizing the necessity | 
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of future legislation upon all subjects affecting the 
rights and interests of the people. 

Again, sir: if the people of the Territory haq 
the power upon the mere establishment of the 
territorial government, as has been contended for 
with so much earnestness and pertinacity by the 
distinguished Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doyg. 
LAs,] to pass any laws which they might think 
best for the regulation and protection of property 
or for its exclusion or abolition, if they had un. 
limited sovereign power immediately upon the pas. 
sage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and the forma. 
tion of their government, I would ask him, and 
any other man of common sense, whence the ne. 
cessity of conferring this power upon the Territo. 
rial Legislature by the bill itself? If the Terri. 
torial Legislature could act upon all subjects of 
legislation, independent of the power given } 
Congress, where was the necessity of introducing 


| such a provision in the bill ? Why confer a power 


by the bill if it existed already in the people of 
the Territory? Sir, the power does not exist in 
the Territory. They cannot legislate upon any 


| subject in which the power is not conferred upon 


them by Congress. The Congress of the United 
States, in my opinion, has exclusive jurisdiction 
over the Territories—I do not say unlimited ju- 
risdiction. Exclusive jurisdiction does not con- 
fer in all cases unlimited jurisdiction. Congress 
has, by the express provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, exclusive joriediotion over the District of 
Columbia—the power of exclusive legislation, 
No other power upon earth can legislate for the 
District of Columbia; but that does not confer 
unlimited power to legislate upon all subjects 
whatever which, in the wisdom or discretion of 
Congress, they might think necessary and proper 
for the benefit of the people of the District. Con- 
gress has exclusive jurisdiction over the Territo- 
ries, and the Territorial Legislature can exercise 
no power, in my opinion, that is not conferred 
upon them byeCongress. If, therefore, Congress 
has this power, it becomes the duty of Congress 
to exercise it for the common benefit of all the 
States, and of all the people of the States, who are 
— in point of sovereignty and the enjoyment 
of the rights of persons and property under the 
Constitution, 

The objection that I have to the fifth resolution 
under debate, is simply that it does not go far 
enough. I will read it again: 

“That if experience should at any time prove that the 
executive and judicial power do not possess means to in- 
sure adequate protection to constitutional rights in a Ter- 
ritory, and if the territorial government should fail or re- 
fuse to provide the necessary remedies for that purpose, it 
will be the duty of Congress to supply such deficiency.” 

The resolution proposes to postpone giving 
protection until the TT through the courts 
and by the Executive shall be exhausted and fail. 
Now, sir, I desire to know what slaveholder will 
take his property into a Territory under these 
conditions? We all know very well with what 
facility the northern States can —— their 
emigrants into these Territories. ‘They have noth- 
ing to carry wjth them but their carpet-bag con- 
taining asuitofclothes. Twenty-five to fifty dol- 
lars would take an emigrant from the northern 
States, from Massachusettsor Rhode Island, into 
any Territory of the United States, and his vote 
in fixing the political status of the country would 
stand against a man who owned a hundred or 8 
thousand negroes. What slaveholder, then, own- 
ing this valuable a would be willing t 
go into a Territory and run the risk of its protec- 
tion by a resort to the uncertain and undefined 
remedies to which this resolution points? My 
own opinion is that it is inadequate to the occa- 
sion, and that, as slaveholders, we are entitled to 
know beforehand, and to have an unequivocal 
oo that when we go into these common 

erritories with our slaves we shall, the very mo- 
ment we set our foot upon the common soil, have 
laws to protect us in the enjoyment of our prop- 
erty. e are entitled to itas equals in this Con- 
federacy. We are entitled to it as equal owners 
of this arenes It is a violation of the sover- 
eign rights and equality of the States to prohibit 


them from exercising this right or to impair it in 
any possible form, or to refuse to give itto them, 
and to provide for it in advance in order thatthey 
may enjoy it to the fullest extent. Asa matter 
of right and justice, the Federal Government, 
therefore, ought to make, and is bound to make, 
provision at the very outset, in the formation of 


eas ed 


oon 


Sm a 


ot 


meth 


aor 


en 


So ye vs ne 


ate ie Se Oe 


ANRC erga aes 


i lie 


Te ate «ake | aan eon sie aT RT 


186 


the tel 
every | 
into th 
States. 
I she 
olutio! 
they d 
southe 
do not 
the so 
of thei 
assert 
tional | 
and thi 
tection 
They | 
true, a 
much 
ples, r 
in the 
vote fo 
best th 
the cir 
can be 
Mr. 
ence 0 
F orde 
the pec 
represe 
port of 
siderat: 
have be 
author 
in their 
me to € 
or argu 
I had t 
history 
that th 
singuls 
which 
and pr 
of Cor 
olution 
leaders 
at vari 
I re; 
flamms 
saying 
regret 
the De 
the ho 
honore 
aspersi 
from I] 
Or sus} 
Senato: 
limbs f 
least he 
of thos 
argum¢ 
contun 
Alaban 
seemed 
faithles 
been gr 
hensibl 
ing, in 
to prot 
tories, 
had ba 
and ha 
Genera 
this rig 
in fave 
changi 
interve 
Mr. 
geniou: 
ping ar 
graphs 
sentims 
vidual, 
or spee 
respect 
the Sex 
lous in 
triump 
lutions 
to the | 
of the i 
ciple of 
tions h 
his wo; 








88 
he 
re 
ont 
he 


on 
far 


the 
in- 
‘er- 
re- 
>, it 
” 


ing 
ris 
ail. 
will 
ese 
hat 
reir 
oth- 
On- 
dol- 
ern 
into 
vote 
puld 
or a 
wn- 
g to 
ytec- 
ined 
My 
yeca- 
d to 
‘ocal 
mon 
/mo- 
have 
rop- 
Con- 
mers 
yver- 
hibit 
jtin 
hem, 
they 
atter 
nent, 
sake, 


on of 


ol bi at ed Bocas = 


1a 


esa 2 


east tran «= 6 08 408 Dt. 


SOD a ier 


cn 


See Le 


eee ere es 


1860. 





the territorial government, for the protection of 
every species of property which may be carried 
into the Territories by any citizen of the United 
States. ’ 

[ shall, however, Mr. President, vote for the res- 
olutions under consideration, because, although 
they do not go to the extent to which I think the 
southern people are justly entitled; although the 
do not propose to provide remedies which I thin 
the southern people ought to have in advance 
of their emigration to the Territories, still they 
assert great principles and important constitu- 
tional rights. They assert the power of Congress 
and the duty of Congress to provide for the pro- 
tection of slavery under certain contingencies. 
‘hey postpone the exercise of that power it is 
true, and to that extent | object to them; but inas- 
much as they contain these assertions of princi- 
ples, recognizing the power and duty of Congress 


in the premises, I am willing to take them, and | 


vote for them, not because I think they are the 
best that ought to be granted; but because, under 
the circumstances, they are perhaps the best that 
can be obtained. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President,I claim the indul- 

ence of the Seaate for not exceeding five minutes, 
in order that | may place myself sae before 
the people of the State I have the honor in part to 
represent. I desired and intended to speak in sup- 
port of the resolutions which are now under con- 
sideration. ‘The principles of those resolutions 
have been so fully vindicated by their distinguished 
author, and those Senators who have followed him 
in their support, that it would be supererogatory in 
me to endeavor to add anything, in the way of fact 
or arguments, to what has been already adduced. 
I had taken some pains, however, to review the 
history of Congress, and had intended to show 
that there was nothing new or unprecedented or 
singular in these resolutions; that the objections 
which had been preferred, that they were abstract 
and proposed no immediate legislation on the part 
of Congress, obtained equally to numerous res- 
olutions which had been offered by distinguished 
leaders of both the Whig and Denrocratic parties 
at various periods of our history. 

I regret, sir, that recent and very severe in- 
flammation of my vocal organs disables me from 
saying what I intended and desired. I especially 
regret that lam physically unable to vindicate 
the Democratic party of the State which I have 
the honor in part to represent, and which has 
honored me so often and so highly, against the 
aspersions and misrepresentations of the Senator 
from Illinois, [Mr. Dovexas.] Had | anticipated 
or suspected the character of the remarks of the 
Senator from Illinois, | would have dragged my 
limbs from my sick chamber to the Senate, and at 
least have denied, and endeavored to correct, some 
of those misrepresentations. The tenor of his 
argument was to heap reproach, ridicule, and 
contumely upon that party within the State of 
Alabama. The whole purpose of his argument 
seemed to be to show that that party had been 
faithless to the principles it professed; that it had 
been guilty of the most inexcusable and repre- 
hensible tergiversations; that in 1848, while avow- 
ing, in the convention at Montgomery, the right 
to protection of slave property within the Terri- 
tories, and the duty of Congress to afford it, it 
had backed down in the convention at Baltimoree 
and had surrendered this claim, by the support of 
General Cass; that in 1856 it had wholly ignored 
this right, and, reversing its position, Seeman out 
in favor of non-intervention; and in 1860, again 
changing its position, it had come out in favor of 
intervention for the protection of slave property. 

Mr. President, it is very easy for able and in- 
genious counsel, with the aid of scissors, by clip- 
ping and detaching particular sAtences or para- 
graphs from a speech or resolution, to impute 
sentiments and opinions to a party, or an indi- 
vidual, which the whole context of the resolutions 
or speech would disapprove. Such is the case in 
respect to the Democratic party of Alabama. If 
the Senator from Illinois had been half as sedu- 
lous in search of truth as he was in search of a 
triumph, he would have found in the very reso- 
lutions of 1856, which he garbled and presented 
to the Senate, an entire and complete refutation 
of the imputation of an abandonment of this prin- 
ciple uf protection; because in those very resolu- 
tions he would have found an interpretation of 


his word “‘non-intervention” which was entirely 
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consistent with the resolutions of my friend from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Davis,}] and with the platform 
of the majority of States, offered in the conven- 
tion at Charleston. I have not the voice, at this 
time, to vindicate my State, or rather the Demo- 
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cratic party of that State, as | wished to do, | 


against those aspersions and misrepresentauons; 


but I am sure that before any impartjal auditory | 


I can show that the Democrauc party of that State 


have been entirely consistent; and that in all their 
State conventions, from 1848 to 1860, inclusive, 


they have vindicated the same principles. They 
have never consented to the abdication, on the part 
of Congress, of this power and duty to protect 


property wherever Federal prevails over State | 


jurisdiction. 

The Senator furthermore, in the course of his 
remarks, in order to cast.odium upon the Dem- 
ocratic party of that State, selected a distinguished 
member of that party, and imputed to hin dis® 


union sentiments. He went further, and charged | 


that his purpose in attending the Charleston coi- 
vention was to disrupt the Democratic party 
and to destroy the Union, My friend trom Mis- 
sissippi has read the remarks of Hon. William 
Loundes Yancey (the Democrat alluded to) in 


reply to that chasge, in which he denounces this | 
I indorse every word that 


imputation as false. 
he there uttered. I can take that ** scarlet letter,’’ 
as it has been opprobriously called—his Slaughter 
letter—and can show, by a fair reading and inter- 
pean of its meaning, that Mr. Yancey, in that 


etter, only takes the position which has been as- | 
sumed by all the southern Democracy who have 


stood upon the Georgia platform of 1850—a pur- 
pose not to submit to any further aggression upon 
the constitutional rights of the southern States. 
I regret sincerely, Mr. President, that 1 have not 
strength or breath to discharge the duty which I 
feel Lowe to the Democratic party of my State, 


and to my political and personal friend, (Mr. | 


Yancey,) by vindicating them from the unjust, 
and, I will add, slanderous charges which have 
been preferred against them; but, sir, I promise, 
if my life last and my health warrant, that I will 
avail myself of an carly opportunity to do so. 
This much is due to myself, in order to show 
that I was not present, and did not sit still with- 
out dissenting to the disparaging imputations 


upon the Democracy of Alabama, when made by | 


the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Douétas.] 

Mr. HALE. I hope, sir, the Senate will be- 
come convinced, by this time, that there is no use 
of waiting for a vote on this subject. It is pretty 
slow business. I move that the resolutions be 


postponed, and that the Senate go into executive | 


Session. 


Mr. DAVIS, and others. I hope not. 


Mr. HALE. If we can have a vote, I am will- | 


ing to sit here until midnight. 
ir. DAVIS. We agreed to take a vote to- 

day, and if we postpone it I do not think we shall 
get any nearer a vote by this time to-morrow. 

Mr. HALE. 
I thought we could come to a vote. 

Mr. DAVIS. Let us go on. There is no other 
way to get a vote. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wirson 
in the chair.) Does the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire withdraw his motion? 





Mr. HALE. Yes, sir; for a speech from Mis- | 


souri. I want to hear that. 

Mr. GREEN. I thought New Hampshire 
would defer to that, especially as New Hens: 
shire has been heard in a long speech, and Mis- 
souri not at all. 

Mr. HALE. About ten minutes—that is all. 

Mr. GREEN. At one time, I had intended to 
present some remarks on these resolutions; but 
ae have been so fully and thoroughly discussed, 
and, in the popular word of the day, “ venti- 
lated,’’ that I deem it unnecessary to prolong the 
discussion. One word of explanation is all | de- 
sire. A misrepresentation has gone abroad, not 
only in this Chamber, but out of it, and perhaps 
throughout the whole land, representing these 
resolutions as caucus resolutions, designed as a 
platform for the Democratic party. The honor- 
able Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamin]} 
answered one part of that charge, and I think suc- 
cessfully and fully answered it. There is, how- 
ever, one view to be taken in the same connection. 
Itis the habit of the country, of all legislative 


I would sit until the sun rose, if | 
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| bodies from Maine to Georgia, including the Fed- 
eral Government, and from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific—it has been the aniform practice to declare 
the opinions of deliberative bodies by resolution. 

In 1798 Madison proposed resolutions in the 
General Assembly of Virginia. Similar resolu- 
tions were proposed vy Kentucky. Were they 
intended to dictate a platform for a party? John 
Adams and the Federalists could, with more pro- 
priety, have said, *‘ these Democrats, headed b 
Jefferson, have made use of Mr. Madison to shape 
a platform for the party;’’ but the common senti- 
ment and the common judgment of the country 
say they did right. They declared the true prin- 
ciples of the Government; and they are now in- 
corporated into and constitute a part of the Dem- 
ocratic platform of the country. In 1836 the 
Democratic party declared, by a vote, a majority 
of the identical resolutions we are now voting 
upon. Was that a dictation to the Democratic 
party of its platform, or otherwise? Perhaps it 
may be asked, then, why pass them? I answer, 
it is well to stir us up by way of keeping us in 
remembrance. In 1838 the Atherton resolutions 
were passed*by the House of Representatives. 
Was that the dictation of a platform? Sol might 
goon. In all the States of the Union aes have 
passed declaratory resolutions setting forth their 
views of the Constitution, of the relations of the 
States, and the duties of the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

Why, sir, in 1859, not six months ago, the 
Legislature of the State of Llinois passed resolu- 
tions—which I have in my desk, and could read— 
setting forth the powers of the Federal Govern- 
ment: giving the views of that party in the State 
of Illinois as to the duties of the Federal Govern- 
ment with reference to the Territories of the Uni- 
ted States. There would have been as much 
propriety in charging that to be an attempt to 
dictate a platform to the Democratic party as to 
charge this. dtisa mistake. It is in the proper 
discharge of our constitutional duty. These Sen- 
ators represent the thirty-three States of this 
Union. This is a great conservative element of 
it; and I believe it to.be our, bounden duty to 
declare the true principles of government as I 
understand it. If we are mistaken, subsequent 
events and subsequent incumbents will correct the 
error, but let the public know yj advance what 
we propose to do with reference to the general 
policy of the Government. 

1 remarked that I did not intend to discuss these 
resolutions. I will notdo so. I believe them to be 
correct. Nor will I discuss persons, their merits or 
their demerits, their fitness or their unfitness, their 
rights or their wrongs. In the short space of time 
that I have been in the Senate of the United States, 
lL have never spoken of any man, whether politician 
or otherwise; and [ never intend to do so. I will 
discuss principles; I will discuss policy affecting 
the general well-being of society. 1 will do my 
duty for the great body of this great American 
Republic; but | will never make this place the 
common hustings, in which to hurl invectives 
against men, or to laud others to the skies. If 
personally attacked, as a matter of course, I should 
make a personal defense; but outside of that, I 
confine myself to principles, and to policy neges- 
sary to carry out these principles, and that policy 
necessarily emanates from them—flows as natu- 
rally as the stream does from the fountain, 
he Senator from Illinois, however, the other 


day having made a remark about my State, just- 
ifies me in referring to the State of Missouri. I 
do not wish injustice done to that State. 

Mr. POLK. The Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. GREEN. Well, they are so much alike 
that I hardly know one from the other. nae 
Me) I wish to be excused. Whose pardon 
shalllask? Yours? [Addressing Mr. Pucu.] 

Mr. PUGH. 
compliment. 


| Mr. GREEN. 
| 


No, sir; I thank you for the 


The Senator from Ohio it was. 
Having used the same arguments that the Sena- 
tor from Illinois yses, I am continually confound- 
ing the two. [Loughtes.} He having referred to 
the State of Missouri, as I think unfairly—not by 
design, for in a conversation with him I found 
he was mistaken—it justifies me in stating what 
is the true position of the State of Missouri. By 

| a legislative act of 1860, in the last winter, resolu- 

| tions were passed conforming exactly to the prin- 
ciples embodied inthe resolutions now before the 
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Senate. ‘This wasalegislativeact. A State con- 
vention Was cailed. ‘This doctrine, which has 
flooded the country, was canvassed in every coun- 
ty, district, nook, and corner, from one border 
of the State to the other. Delegates assembled, 
the convention consulted, and they unanimously 
passed the resolution which I read the other day by 
the indulgence of the Senator from Ohio, that reso- 
luuon harmonizing exactly with the principles 


enunciated in the resolutions now presented. If | 


the delegates at Charleston did otherwise, and did 
not faithfully represent these resolutions, it is not 
my fault; nor is it the fault of the State of Mis- 
souri. If they see proper to desert their own 
colors, | am not responsible, nor is the great 
State. 
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| Mr. PUGH. That is the same resolution. 


sut I must correct him upon another point. He | 


represented them as though they were evenly 
divided upon the platform. That is another mis- 
take. Aslam informed, and he is now informed, 
Mr. Craig went with General Ctark, making 
five to four in favor of sustaining the minority re- 
port as against the majority; but, as I remarked 
the other day, they deemed the third resolution 
in the majority reportas superfluous’and unneces- 
sary, and as going beyond the platform of the 
party, as declared in the State of Missouri. 

hether that be so or not, f shall not stop to dis- 
cuss. 
to the principles enunciated in these resolutions. 
I know it to be the sentiment of that State. As 
such, | can do no less than vote for them. I will 
sustain them with all my power; and whenever 
the State shall reverse that doctrine as the com- 
mon judgment of the State, and take the counter 


All I desire to say is, that Missouri is true | 


Mr. POLK. That is the resolution to which 
the Senator has reference. 

Mr. PUGH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POLK. In the series it stands numbered 
two. 

Mr. PUGH. That is the resolution to which 
I referred. ,1 furthermore stated, the other day, 
as it was reported to me at the time, that General 


Crark said that, upon the resolutions as they then | 


stood, Missouri preferred the minority platform. 
It was misreported tome. General CLark said 
that Missouri preferred the majority platform, 
excepting that resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is there any amendment 


pending ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wiison | 


in the chair.) The first-question is on the amend- 


ment proposed by the Senator from Maryland, | 
fMr. Kenxnepy,] to add two or three additional | 


resolutions. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 


poses additional resolutions, would not a propo- 


sition to insert something earlier in the series take | 


precedence of it? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is also | 


another amendment, the Chair is informed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then J suppose I had 
better wait until they are disposed of. 

Mr. PUGH. I cail for a division of the ques- 


| tion, so as to take a vote on each resolution sep- 


arajely. 


Mr. POWELL. 


| enter into a discussion of the resolutions under 


doctrine, | shall cease to be the representative of 


the State. 

Mr. PUGH. 
Missouri has merely anticipated an act of justice 
which was due from me to one of the delegates 
from Missouri in the Charleston convention. | 
stated that Missouri was divided, as I thought, 


Mr. President, my friend from 


equally, in her vote upon the minority and ma- | 


jority resolutions. It seems there was a majority 
of hal®a vote; that is to say, there were five votes 
for the majority raport and four for the minority. 
I spoke from memory, and, of course, | could not 
be responsible for that number of votes, not hav- 
ing seen the record of the convention. But I 
owe General Cgarx a further explanation, which 
it gives me great pleasure to make. General 
Crark spoke in the convention at the distance of 
almost this Chamber from me, where there were 


other persons. 
rupted me the other day, that | could not hear 
what General Ciark said, and it was reported to 
me by others. I made an error; but, after all, 
only a shghterror, | think, I stated that General 
Crank said that Missouri desired to strike out 
the third resolution of the majority report, which 
was the resolution declaring that Congress ought 
tointervene by law for the protection of slavery in 
the Territories. I believe there is no mistake in 
that. j 
that Missouri would have voted to strike out the 
third resolution of the majority report. 

Mr. GREEN. 
That part was correct, I know. 

Mr. POLK. If the Senator will allow me, I 
think probably he has got a wrong number there. 
If he had the proceedings of the convention, I 
think he wont see it was the second resolution. 

Mr. PUGH. That arises from this difficulty: 
the first resolution, inall the reports, was an affirm- 
ation of the Cincinnati platform. Therefore it was 
the third resolution of the series. It was the res- 
olution declaring the duty of protection. 

Mr. POLK. But numbered two in the series. 

Mr. PUGH. The number is not material. It 
was the resolution declaring the duty of Con- 

ress. 

Mr. POLK. I mention that so that it may be 
understood what resolution it was that General 
Crark objected to. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senator has it there; I will 
thank him to read it, and see whether it is the 
same resolution, 

Mr. POLK. I suppose this to be the resolu- 
tion. It stands numbered in the series thus: 


2. That it is the duty of the Federal Government, in all 
its departments, to protect, when necessary, the rights of 
— and property in the Territories and wherever else 
is constitutional authority may extend.’’ 


| of the Senator’s speech when he alluded to Ken- | 


consideration. 


They have been ably and elabo- 


rately discussed. Iam now ready, and have been | 
were on our tables, to vote for | 


ever since the 
them. I most heartily and cordially approve and 
indorse the series of resolutions introduced by the 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis;] and I rise 
simply for the es of noticing a statement 
made by my friend from Ohio, [Mr. Puen,] in 
his speech day before yesterday, when he was 


replying to the Senator from Louisiana, who had | 
asserted that all the States that could certainly be | 


relied upon as casting Democratic votes for Pres- 
ident and Vice President had voted for the ma- 
jority platform at Charleston. The Senator from 
Ohio used this language, in reply to that statement 
of the Senator from Louisiana: 


“But, as T said, who calls North Carolina Democratic ? | 
If the election goes to the House of Representatives, she | 
Who calls Kentucky Democratic? | 


; | Will she vote for the Democratie candidate for President 
over six hundred delegates and a vast number of 


I stated, when the Senator inter- | 


will vote against us. 
if the election govs to the House of Representatives ?”’ 


I intended, at the moment, to reply to that part 


| tucky; but another gentleman got the floor. 1 


The Senator has practically admitted it, | 


| in this Union. 


I told you that the other day. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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average majorit 


will now say to the Senator from Ohio that, judg- | 


ing the Democracy of Kentucky by every test, I 
think she is as reliable a Democratic State as any 


the Democratic ticket of over seven thousand. 
In 1857, in a general election of a treasurer of the 
State, she gave a Democratic majority of over 
twelve thousand. In 1858, in an election for 
clerk of the court of appeals, at which the candi- 
dates were nominated by the respective parties, 
she again gave a Democratic majority of more 
than twelve thousand. In 1859 she elected her 
whole Democratic ticket—Governor, and Lieuten- 
ant Governor, and all the State officers—by an 
of about ten thousand, and a 
Legislature, both branches of which are Demo- 
cratic. I think these evidences are clear that Ken- 
tucky is thoroughly Democratic. In addition to 
that, in 1857, she elected a Democratic Legisla- 
ture, which did me the honor to give me the seat 
that I occupy on this floor. 

Well, sir, it is true that we are divided, if the 
election goes to the House of Representatives; but 
I am confident she will never vote for a candidate 
selected by gentlemen who hold the political tenets 
of the gentlemen on the other side of the Cham- 
ber. Itis true, her delegation are now divided, 
five to five; but there is a contested seat there, and 
we of the Democratic party think that our candi- 
date ought to have it. Whether he will get it or 
not, is not for me to say. I may be mistaken, 
but | think, if justice is done to us at the other 
end of the Capitol, we shall have a majority there. 
I do not think that the Senator can have any feasi- 
ble excuse for saying that Kentucky is not a 
Democratic State. For four successive years she 
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As that amendment pro- || 


It is not my purpose, sir, to || 


In 1856 she gave a majority for | 








|| has indicated it on general elections by the most 
|| decided majorities; and I can say to the Senator 

that if the convention that is to assemble next 
month at Baltimore gives us a platform that js 
sound, and an acceptable candidate, then we shall 
I verily believe, carry Kentucky by fifteen thoy. 
sand votes in November next. 

There is another thing to be remarked. When 
the congressional districts were formed as the 
now are, the Legislature of Kentucky was in the 
|| hands of the Whig party. ‘The Democratic party 
| at that time, thought they had gerrymandered the 
}| State, and I remember distinctly that I thought so, 
I was Governor at the time, and vetoed the bill, 
because | thought it violated the spirit of the Cop. 
| sutution and did us great injustice, but the Whig 
| Legislature passed itover my veto. I believe tha 
| the whole Democratic party concurred with me jn 
! 
| 


the opinion that very great injustice had been done 
us by that apportionment; and that is one reason, 
erhaps, why we are not stronger now in the other 
ao {do not think North Carolina or Tennes. 
| see either can be doubtful, but perhaps it is not 
| for me to speak of them. I think in the last gep. 
| eral election they both elected their Governor and 
| State tickets by very decided majorities. 
| Mr.CLINGMAN. Allow mea word. 
| Mr. POWELL. Only one word, if the Sena- 
|| tor pleases. 
1] Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish only to confirm 
| the Senator’s statement, by saying that the North 
|| Carolina delegation is equally divided in the other 
| House; there is not, as the Senator from Onio 
| supposes, a majority against us. The State is 
|| largely Democratic on the popular vote. 

Mr. POWELL. | inake this explanation for 
the reason that, if I sat here and heard the state- 
|; ment of the Senator andaid not correct it, it might 
be supposed that I consented to the fact going to 
the country that it was doubtful whether Ken- 
tucky was a Democratic State or not. 1 could 
not, in justice to the noble and gallant Democracy 
of my State, permit such an impression to go to 
the country unexplained and uncontradicted. Ken- 
tucky is Democratic; she is true to the rights of 
the States, to.the Constitution, and to the Binion, 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, in the year 1828 
Kentucky and Ohio voted together for the Dem- 
ocratic candidate. In 1832 Ohio voted for the 
Democratic candidate, and Kentucky for the Op- 
position. In 1836, in 1840, in 1844, they both 
voted for the Opposition. In 1848 Ohio voted 
for the Democratic, and Kentucky for the Oppo- 
sition candidate. In 1856 Kentucky voted fora 
Democrat for the first ume in about twenty years; 
and Ohio, by a plurality, a bare plurality, voted 
for the Opposition. And yet Kentucky says she 
is Democratic, and that Ohio is not. ‘That is 
their comparative record. The Senator says Ken- 
tucky elected a Democratic Legislature in 1857. 
| So did Ohio. Under the apportionment in our 
State, the districts are against the Democratic 
party, as much as under the apportionment for 
Congress, of which he complains. Kentucky 
gives five Democrats in the other House to-day, 
and hopes to g@t the sixth; and when she gets it 
she will have the same representation as Ohio, 
exactly, for we have six Democrats in the other 
House to-day, elected even under the pressure of 
the whole anui-Lecompton controversy. 

Mr.CLAY. My friend from Ohio is salting abent 
the dead past, instead of the living present; and 
every sensible man in this body understands the 
difference between the two. e are not talking 
about what States were heretofore, but what they 
are at present. With equal force, he might claim 
that all the northern States, with the exception of 
one or two, are Democratic, because they have at 
some period in their history cast a Democratic 
vote. 

Mr. PUGH. My friend must understand me. 
I was about to repeat the statement of the Senator 
from Kentucky; if you will give us a sound plat- 
form and an unexceptionable candidate, we will 
give him the vote of Ohio this fall—lI reiterate yout 
statement precisely, in so many words. As {or 
the dead past, let itstay dead. As for the present, 
it is of no consequence. As for the future, I chal- 
lenge Alabama to equal fidelity to the Democratic 
organization with the State of Ohio. 

r. POWELL. I do not claim, sir, that Kev- 
tucky, until a few years back, has been Demo- 





cratic. It is known to the whole country that she 
was perhaps one of the firmest Whig States 1" 
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year she hasgiven mostdecided Democratic votes. 
“ Mr. PUGH. Your majorities have been re- 
duced in your State ever since 1856, according to 
‘our statement 
Mr. POWELL. Notat all. 
jority was over seven thousand; in 1857, over 
‘twelve thousand; in 1858, over twelve thousand; 
and in 1859 the average majority on our whole 
ticket was over ten aaeeunt. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, I had the 
the oor upon these resolutions yesterday, but 
vielded it with the understanding that we were to 
se a vote to-day atabouttwoo’clock. I believe 
that was the general understanding in the Cham- 
ber. Now I do not desire to occupy any time if 
we can come toa vote. We have had the Charles- 
ton convention transferred into the Senate of the 
United States, and have listened to its proceed- 
ings over and over again for a whole week, and 
it is time that this thing should come to an end. 
The Senator from ‘Texas [Mr. Wicra.t,] yester- 
day announced the death—the political death—of 
the Senator from Illinois, and I thought that if 
these were the funeral ceremonies we were attend- 


ing, they were the longest funeral ceremonies | | 


had ever attended in my life. [Laughter.] Now, 
Mr. President, whatever this may be, the Charles- 


tou convention brought into the Senate, or the | 


funeral ceremonies of the Senator from Illinois, 
or the funeral ceremonies of the Democratic or- 
ganization, I do not care which, it has been here 
long enough. Let us come to avote. [‘* Vote!’ 
* Vote!’’j 

Mr. HALE. I am anxious for a vote, but I 
want justice done. I would rather have justice 
done than a vote; and I want to give notice that 
while gentlemen representing Democratic States 
on the other side that have representatives here, 
do their constituents justice on this floor, the 
Democratic party in the New England States have 
no representative here, and I shall feel called 
upon, if this discussion is carried on, to put them 
right. [Laughter.] I am willing to waive that, if 
we can get to a vote; but if this discussion is to 
go on, and these claims are to be brought up, I 
want to vindicate the Democracy of New Hamp- 
shire. [Laughter. 

Mr. DAVIS. e may consume as much time 
in saying that we shall not speak as we should 
in speaking. It is true, we agreed to vote at two 
o'clock; but at two o’clock the Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Binenam] was engaged in the 
delivery of what was evidently a prepared speech; 
and it would have been a breach of courtesy ex- 
ceeding anything I have ever known in the Sen- 
ate to have proposed, because of a previous un- 
derstanding, to arrest him midway in the delivery 
of his prepared speech. Ali that has been done 
since, has been skirmishing, sharp-shooting, even 
down to the time when the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin repeated a joke, which was pretty good yes- 
terday, but which would not bear repetition. It 
did very well yesterday; but once was enough. 
Now, I do hope we shall come to a vote. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The hon®rable Senator 
will allow me to say that I thought, instead of 
being the funeral ceremony of the Senator from 
llinois, it might be the other funeral ceremony, 
to which I have referred to-day. 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, as the Senator quit the 
Democratic party some time ago, I suppose he 
will not be one of the mourners at the funeral. 
{Laughter. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Senator will allow 
me to say, that when such new recruits in the 
Democratic party as the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. Toomss] and the. Senator from Louisiana 
{Mr. Bensamtn] are the chief mourners and pall- 
bearers, | think that I, at least, who have served 
twenty years.of my life, not as a leader, but as a 
private soldier in the ranks of the Democratic par- 
ty, might be invited to take a seat among the 
mourners. (Laughter.] 

Mr. DAVIS. ell, Mr. President, I have 
understood, that when Napoleon escaped from 
Elba and landed en the coast of France, where 
ever he met one of those troops who had fol- 
lowed him through so many glorious battle-fields, 
he rallied him to his standard; and even that sol- 
dier, * without fear and without reproach” of his 
day, Marshal Ney, violated his pledge of faith 
to the Bourbons, and forfeited his right under 
thera, to rally again under the standard of Napo- 
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I trust, sir, from the funereal voice of the 
Senator from Wisconsin, that he is becoming 
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somewhat regretful that he has parted from good 


epee: and that we shall soon see him on the 
stool of repentance. [Laughter.] 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. ‘The Senator willallow me 
asingle word. I walked the deck of the Democratic 
ship as long as it bore the Democratic flag; I fol- 


lowed that flag as long as it bore the inscription | 


of freedom; but, sir, when it was changed, when 
Calhounism—which declared that the basis of re- 
publican institutions was founded upon slavery, 
and which declared that the Constitution, of its 


own force, carried the law of slavery into every | 


Territory of the United States which we now 
have or can ever hereafter acquire—became its 
motto, I did not follow that flag any longer. Mr. 
President, it is not because I changed my views, 
or changed my principles, but because the flag 
which was raised over me was changed. 
country knows, there is not a Senator upon this 
floor, ! 

novel doctrine laid down in the resolutions now 
before the Senate—that the Constitution, of its own 


force, guaranties the rightof every slaveholder to | 


The) 


believe, who does not know, that the || 


take his property into the Territories beyond the | 


jurisdiction of the State where it exists—was a 
new doctrine first asserted by Mr. Calhoun. It 
is a novel doctrine—novel on that side of the 
Chamber. It is now inserted as the cardinal 


creed of the Democratic party substituting Cal- | 


hounism for republicanism, s 
and the doctrines of Mr. Calhoun for the doc- 
trines of Mr. Jefferson; and, sir, it is for that rea- 
son that I, for one, have refused to follow that 
flag, and not for any other. 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, it appears that the Sena- 
tor was never inside of the temple; that he was 


avery for freedom, | 


one of those worshipers who always stood in the | 


porch; therefore it was easy for him to escape 


from the discipline of the church; and all I have | 
to = is, that I wish the Senator very well where | 


ever he may go. Inthe mean time, | think we 
had better go on to vote upon the resolutions; 
and as amendments are pending, I wish merely 
to say that those amendments, it seems to me, 
ought not to precede the vote on these resolu- 


tions, as appears to be the opinion of some, but | 


that the resolutions are to be taken seriatim, and 
we are to vote upon No. 1, No. 2,and so on; and 
when an amendment is offered to a particular res- 


olution, it will be considered in connection with | 


the vote we shall give upon that resolution. * 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Witson 
in the chair.) If such be the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate, that course will be pursued. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to that course. 
Mr. DAVIS. But there is no objection; there 
is no course; it is the rule of the Senate. A series 
of resolutions is to be voted on, and we are to go 


through with them regularly, voting on No. 1, 2, || 


3, and so on. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
me. 
was the pleasure of the Senate, that course would 
be pursued. I expressed my dissent. I stand on 
the parliamentary law. If the Presiding Officer 


‘The Senator will pardon 


decides against me, very well; but I have no doubt | 
s y 


he will decide with me, and we may amend the 
resolutions before they are adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS. Every series of resolutions I have 
known voted upon, was voted on in the way | 


have suggested. Consequently, there is never any | 


termination to a vote on a series of resolutions. 
You never take the vote on the whole group. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. We have a right to offer 
an amendment to this series, either separate resolu- 
tions, or verbal amendments, or motions to strike 
oytand insert. That is a right which I claim; 
and if nothing interferes, I will offer amendments. 
Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, in view of 
the earnest desire which is evinced by the Senate 
to take a vote on these resolutions, I shall notin- 
flict upon them what I designed to do. I approved 
the resolutions in the senatorialcaucus; l approve 
them now, and design to vote for them, and I had 
intended to speak for them; but I could not now 
carry out my design, even if there was not an evi- 
dent desire on the part of the Senate to havea 
vote, from my own condition of voice. I beg leave, 
however, to make one remark. I listened to the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Dovexas] with atten- 
tion, and I should have interrupted him at the 
outset of his remarks, had he not requested Sen- 
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ators not to interrupt him. The Senate will re- 
member that he commenced his illustrations of 
the tone of the Democratic party upon the sov- 
ereignty of the Territories over the question of 
slavery, by quoting the action of the Deasenaien 
party in the State of Florida, and he gave, as his 
illustration, the vote of the Legislature of the State 
of Florida upon the resolutions of 1847, and he 
quoted them correctly. I wish merely to say, in 
justification, if the Senator from Illinois had stated, 
in connection with that fact, that the Legislature 
of that year which passed those resolutions was 
a Whig Legislature, and if he had stated the fur- 
ther fact, that in the following year, 1848, when 
the Democratic party assembled in Baltimore, the 
membor of the committee on the platform from 
Florida went with Mr. Yancey, (which he did 
| state te that extent,) and also that Mr. Yancey’s 
proposition received the united voice of Florida, 
the Senate would have understood that the illus- 
tration which he gave did not sustain the propo- 
sition. The Legislature that passed those reso- 
lutions was composed ofa large number of Whigs 
and Democrats. I must say, inall frankness, that 
I believe one body of the Sealine voted unan- 
imously for them; but itis apparent on the sur- 
face that the Democratic party of Florida has not 
been committed to those resolutions in any way, 
and I deny itat all times. 

A word, ulso, in relation to our delegates in the 
Charleston convention, as much has been said 
here about the seceding members. I will say 
nothing which might prompt or indicate a line of 


action for the delegates of my own State, who are 


to assemble in convention on the first Monday of 
the coming June; nor would I wish to forestall 
the action of a single member, by any expression 
here. All I wish to say is, that no more patriotic, 
high-toned meg are to be found in my State than 
those; and I know that, so far as personal popu- 
larity went, the honorable Senator from Illinois 
had as fair a chance, in my State, as any other 
man in the Confederacy. I believe, honestly and 
fairly; that he was the favorite, save and except 
alone his doctrine of territorial sovereignty. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, Pata 
merely to say in advance that I shall vote against 
all these resolutions; but I wish to give a reason 
| for it, which might not appear from my vote 

alone. There are one or two of them that I have 
ho particular objection to; and, on a proper occa- 
sion and under proper circumstances, I might be 
willing to vote for them, if I voted at all; butmy 


| idea is, that the Senate isno place to make a party 


platform or a party creed, to bring in resolutions 
upon abstract principles. It is a place for legis- 
lation; and these resolutions, not looking to legis- 
lation, but merely to an expression of opinion by 
one party or another, | hold to be entirely out of 
place and out of season. We have had a demon- 
stration of this by the long and rambling debate 
upon personal and party politics that we have 
heard Sam that has taken up a good deal of the 
time of the Senate, to no conceivable good pur- 
pose, that [can imagine. On this ground I shall 
vote against all the resolutions. 

Mr. DAVIS. Willthe Senator allow me before 
he ceases, in order that I may have the morai 
support of his approval, even to resolutions which 
he will vote against, to ask him if he will be good 
enough to state which of the resolutions in the 
series he favors? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is not necessary. My 
objection covers the whole ground. 

Mr. DAVIS. As you approved some of them, 
| T thought I might have the advantage of your 
| moral support. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am not disposed to 
make a speech on the subject, or to express any 
opmion on all the questions involved. o 

Mr. COLLAMER., I wish merely to take oc- 
casion to say a few words in addition to what has 
been said by the Senator frbm Maine in regard to 
the impropriety of general abstract resolutions, 
looking to no legislative action, not guiding our- 

| selvesatall. I consider that a sufficient objection. 
| Another is, that the leading resolutions of this 
| series were adopted in Congress, | believe, some 





|| thirty-five years ago; and I do not know that 


they will have any new life from being adopted 

over again. It may, perhaps, be expected that 

there will be some life galvanized into them by a 
new vote; but I cannot see that that will be so. 

| But, Mr. President, I rose particularly to make 
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anothersuggestion. | look upon these resolutions || have been very glad, at a proper time, if any op- 
as upon Any other paper, which is to be taken in || portunity had presented itself, to give my reasons 
the sense in which the man who putitforth meant | why I shall vote for them, more at length. Iwas 
it to be understood. These resolutions are to be || elected to this body by a party entertaining pecu- || obligations of honor that rest upon me as a re 
understood, I take it, in the sense in which the |! liar views opposed to the original action on the 


author of them meant that they should be under- 
stood. For instance, here is this fifth resolution: 


*«That if experience should at any time prove that the 
judicial and executive authority do not possess means to 
insure adequate protection to constitutional rights ina Ter- 
ritory, and if the territorial government should fail or re- 
fuse to provide the necessary remedies for that purpose, it 
will be the duty of Congress to supply such deficiency.” 


I do not see any reason why they should not. 
I see no good reason why that resolution, stand- 
ing alone, should not be voted for. 


I do not see | 


why Congress, if necessary, if a Territorial Le- | 


gislature will not do it, should not provide secu- 
rities for all constitutional rights always. 
difficulty in the case is this: the resolution which 


The | 
\\ debates, that my 


precedes this declares that it is a constitutional | 
right to take and hold slaves as property in the | 


‘Territories. 


Evidently, the man who puts for- | 


ward the fifth resolution means the words ** con- | 
stitutional rights’’ to be understood as defined in | 


the resolution which precedes it. That is the fair 
understanding of it. 
these votes seriatim on each resolution by itself, 
I desire it to be understood, when we come to vote 
on the fifth resolution, that I cannot vote for it; 
because the ‘* constitutional rights’’ which are to 
be provided for, as I understand, are those rights 
defined in the resolution which immediately pre- 
cedes it. No gentleman can complain of my un- 
derstanding it so. 
so, | shall vote against that by itself. 

In short, Mr. President, | understand these res- 


olutions, as a series, as gentlemen term them, hold- || 


As it is proposed to take | 


Therefore, understanding it | 


ing relation to each other, explaining each other, | 


standing in connection with each other; and hence 
it is that | shall vote on each in the connection in 
which it stands; and if I think that connection 
calls from me a different opinion from what there 


would be if itstood by itself alone, I shall express |) 


it by my vote. 


Mr. DAVIS. Allow me to say to the Senator 


from Vermont that the meaning of the fifth reso- || 


lution, as intended, does cover the assertion of 
the fourth. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
tiowal right other than that embraced in the fourth 
resolution, but it covers the one embraced in the 
fourth. Therefore, if he denies the proposition 
of the fourth, he is clearly bound to vote against 
the fifth resolution. Il say so. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. DAVIS. And therefore it is fair to vote 
serialim. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I take it, no gentleman of 
ordinary candor will find fault with the principle 
I have stated. 

Mr. DAVIS. Of course not. 

Mr. COLLAMER. But I wished to have it 
stated, so that if the votes are taken on the reso- 
lutions separately, it may be known why I vote 
agains the fifth one in this connection, although, 
standing by itself, it would be unobjectionable, 

Mr. DAVIS. My friend will perceive that we 
intend to deal fairly in the resolutions. Therefore 
the fourth presents exactly the idea against which, 
as | understand him, he would vote, in voting 
upon the fifth. 


Mr. COLLAMER. 


I take it so. 


_ cludes more. 


Mr. DAVIS. The fifth resolution includes 
what is claimed in the fourth; but in the fourth, 
preceding it, the idea is presented and voted on, 


and no man can fairly say that he who votes | 


against the fourth does not furnish his reasons 
for his vote against the fifth. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I believe I, with ordinary 
candor, must be understood that | vote against 
such a resolution which, standing alone, would 
be unobjectionable to me; because, standing with 
the other resolutions, it is exceptionable. 

Mr. KENNEDY. As the debate is to be con- 
cluded on these resolutions without further speak- 
ing, I desire to say briefly, that I had the honor 
some time ago to offer some amendments to the 
resolutions of the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, for which I shall vote. I offered those 
amendments more as a reason for voting for them. 
I believe them to be in accordance with the views 
of a majority of the people of my State. I shouki 


|, which I was elected here against this whole 
It covers, also, every constitu- | 


| Kansas-Nebraska bill, which we conceived to in- 
| volve the whole doctrine of what is now denom- 
| inated here as the principle of squatter sovereignty ; 
| and with a view to explain the vote that I shall 
| give upon these resolutions, I offered the amend- 
| ments which will come up in turn. 

I am very happy to find that after a full exam- 
ination of this subject, and after the elaborate ex- 
position of the programme of the great party upon 
the other side of the Chamber upon their view of 
the doctrine of popular sovereignty, or the power 
of Congress in the Territories—l am happy to 
find by the subsequent argument, resolutions and 

thiends of the South now justif 

e in the course that I have taken. The amend- 
ments do not conflict in any manner whatever 
with the resolutions of the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Mississippi; but in my humble judg- 
ment are in entire accordance with the sentiments 
entertained by a majority of the Senators on this 
side of the House. With that view, and for that 
particular purpose, and more particularly since 
the decision of the Dred Scott case, 1 am proud 
| to have an opportunity to vote for sentiments 
enunciated here by the distinguished Senator from 
| Mississippi in accordance with the cardinal views 
of my party platform. 1 am glad to find that he 
| is on the side of the Union, and fighting for the 
Union. The distinguished Senator from New 
York (Mr. Sewarp] made his speech from that 
desk in which he declared this sentiment: 

“That the choice of the nation is now between the Dem- 
oeratic party and the Republican party. Its principles and 
policy are justly and necessarily examined. I know only 
one policy which it has adopted or avowed, namely: saving 
of the Territories of the United States, if possible, by con- 
stitutional and lawful means, from being the homes for sla- 
very and polygamy.”’ 

That construction of constitutional means has 
been most fully and ably illustrated by distin- 


guished gentlemen upon the other side of the | 


Chamber. From the views that they have taken of 
| this subject, I utterly and entirely dissent. Speak- 
ing for myself, I speak for the principles —_ 
oc- 

trine of popular sovereignty in the Territories, or 
squatter sovereignty, as it has now come to be un- 
derstood. That doctrine of squatter sovereignty, 


| if carried out, I beg leave to say in brief, as sin- | 
j “4. ° ° | 
| cerely as I am standing upon this floor, I believe 

} 


| tendsto the dissolution of the Union of these States; 
/and as a friend of this Union, in defense of the 
| Constitution of this country, I shall stand by the 
| resolutions of the Senator from are om as the 
| only means of preserving this Union and promot- 
Ping the peace and general welfare of the country. 
| | do not know, sir, whether I am to be sus- 
| tained or not by the party who sent me here; but 


|| these are my honest convictions. I came here as 


It includes it, and it in- | 


|| the edvocate of the Constitution and the Union. 


| LT have chosen to take my own course in deciding 
upon question that arise here, utterly irrespective 
of the dictates of party cliques or factions. I do 
| not desire now to enter into a lengthy or elab- 
orate argument to justify my course. I am pre- 
vared to do it before my constituents at home, 
if they are dissatisfied with the course I have 
taken, after having sworn to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States as it has been inter- 
preted for seventy years. If I am to be repudi- 
| ated upon that ground as a sectional man, I shall 
bow to their behest. 1 desire to say here, as 1 
have said once before, that, believing as I do, in 
all candor—I say it in all frankness-and courtesy 
to the gentlemen on the other side of this Cham- 
ber—that their doctrines are sectional, and do 
tend to the disruption of the Union and the break- 
ing up of the Confederacy; with that understand- 
ing, representing, as I do, a border slave State, 
bound by every tie and every consideration to the 
Union, tahoe d be recreant to the high obliga- 
tions that have been imposed upon me if! did not 
enter my feeble protest against the principles and 
the policy of that party. 

With these remarks, sir, I leave the question. 
I am perfectly willing the Senate shall decide 
upon the resolutions that I had the honor to sub- 
mitas amendments. They look simply to the 
»reservation of the Union. } stand by them; they 





nave not one word of offense to the distinguished 


| 





and my own constituents, 
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| gentlemen ‘who compose the Republican party 


upon the other side. I have acted sincerely, |] 
have acted in good faith. I have acted from the 


resentative of a southern State, more intimatel 
and closely connected with this question of sla. 
very than any other in the broad Union. Hay. 
ing said thus much as necessary briefly to ex. 

lain what I should have desired to say more at 
ength, in explanation of the resolutions I haye 
had the honor to submit, I leave their further con. 
sideration to the better judgment of the Senate 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 


Is an amendment in order 


| at this time, to come in after the fourth resoly. 


tion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wirsoy.) 
The question on the resolutions will be put sepa. 
rately, and the Chair will direct the Secretary to 
read the first resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It will be in order, though, 
under the decision of the Chair, to move to amend 
any resolution which any Senator desires to 


amend? [* Certainly.” 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Of course. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. [understand the ques. 


tion now is on the first resolution. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. To the substance of 
that resolution I not only have no objection, but 
I heartily approve of it; but in regard to the first 
part of it | wish to ask a question. It says: 
“That in the adoption of the Federal Constitution, the 
States adopting the same acted severally as free and inde- 
pendent sovereignties, delegating a portion of their powers 
to be exercised by the Federal Government for the increased 
a of each against dangers, domestic as well as for- 
Taking this in connection with some remarks 
made by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Ma- 
son] a few days ago, I do not know but that gen- 
tlemen intend, by the language used here, ‘the 
States adopting the same,”’ to establish a consti- 
tutional doctrine on that subject. I had supposed 
it was not the purpose of these resolutions to 
make a question on that subject. I should want 


to know, however, from my friend from Virginia, 


if he were here, if he supposes 

Mr. DAVIS. It will give me great pleasure to 
answer the Senator from Kentucky, and I think, 
probably, I can do it most briefly by stating that, 
in 1837 and 1838, this exact question was before 
the Senate, and was then argued by men who 
have been considered the ablest in our history as 
debaters, and not only voted upon it, but with 
such great concurrence that I forget the minority 
vote against the proposition; but it was so small 
as to be scarcely observable. It was admitted at 
that time to be true constitutional doctrine, and! 
have borrowed the language from the resolutions 
of that day. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I had the honor to be 
one of the men who took part in the debate on the 
resolutions at that time, though not certainly of 
that class to which the gentleman has particularly 
alluded as the* greatest and best men in the 
country. 

Mr. DAVIS. I would include the Senator 
among the class, and the country includes him 
among them. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I did not intend to make 
any question about it, but to avoid all egotism by 
saying simply that I was there. I know the ques- 
tion was then made. I wanted to ask the Senator 
from Virginia whether he supposed that it af- 
fected the character of the Government which was 
established, whether it was done by the States or 
by the people? 

Mr. DAVIS. Oh, yes, materially, I think, ! 
will say in the absence of my friend from Virginia. 
To say that it was a Government established by 
the States, and not by the people, is a material 
distinction. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. On that question I have 
a different opinion. It has seemed to me that the 
Constitution having been made and its obligation 
acknowledged, it was not the less sacred for hav- 
ing been made by the States or by the people. It 
was the same instrument. It had the supreme 
authority of the people of the United States for 
its sanction in one form or the other. I was seek- 
ing to inquire whether, in the opinioi? of gentle- 
men holding that it was made by States, they con- 
sidered it varied the character of the Constitution, 
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er the character qf the Government formed un- 
der it. 

Mr. DAVIS. There is so much confusion in 
the Chamber that I do not know whether [ heard 
the Senator distinctly or he heard me. The his- 
torical fact intended to be asserted here is, that 
the Federal Constitution wasadopted by the States 
severally—that is, the people of each State acting 
independently—not by the people en masse. Itis 
merely the statement of a historical fact, and in- 
tended to guard the State right and sovereignty, 
which has never been surrendered. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I did not intend to take 
exception to this phraseology; but wished to 
kuow whether the gentleman who had used it in- 
tended itand meant it as I understand it; that is, 
as signifying that the Constitution was made by 
the highest sovereign power in this country. 

Mr. DAVIS. - I say so. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Whether made by the 
people through the States, or by the States for the 
people, the phraseology is not a matter of im- 
portance, in my judgment. 1 wanted to know 
whether that was the case, also, in the judgment 
of others. Lam content with it in that sense. My 
opinion is, that it was made by the people of the 
United States. The States t bation derived 
their authority from the people. I do not intend 
to make any argument on this subject at all, nor 
to pursue it, much less to enter into a histery of 
the manner in which the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States was formed. My authority is this: the 
first line of the Constitution. ‘* We, the people of 
the United States, in order to form a more perfect 
union,’’ &c., have made this Constitution. Now, 
sir, [say there is no higher authority than that. 

Mr. MASON, Will the Senator indulge me ? 
I was out of the Senate; but I have understood, 
since I came in, that the Senator had made some 


allusion to me on some question. 


Mr. WIGFALL. It was answered by the 
Senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. MASON. I yield, then. 
to know. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The inquiry which I 
made has been answered. 

Mr. MASON. I do not press it any further. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. will not press the 
matter any further. 

Mr. DAVIS. The venerable and distinguished 
Senator from Kentucky—I use language towards 
him only which the country has applied to him— 
has read from the first line in the Constitution the 
words, ‘* We, the people of the United States.”’ 
Our fathers used the word ‘‘ people”’ as acollect- 
ivenoun. [use itso. I believe never, until the 
advent of Kossuth—and every now and then some 
foreigner comes and brings us a new word—did 
we ever have in this country a plural to that col- 
lective noun, Perhaps now, if the Constitution 
were rewritten, to express the same idea, it would 
appear * We, the peoples of the United States.”’ 

here it meant simply the people of each one of 
the United States; could have meant nothing else; 
because it was done by their delegates and sub- 
mitted to the States for ratification. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the first resolution. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

1. Resolved, Uae in the adoption of the Federal Consti- 


tution, the States adopting the same acted severally as free 
and independent eeised by the delegating a portion of their 


I only wanted 


powers to be exercised by the Federal Government for the 
increased security of each against dangers, domestic as well 
as foreign; and thatany intermeddling by any one or more 
States, or by a combination of their citizens, with the do- 
nestic Institutions of the others, on any pretext whatever, 
political, moral, or religious, with a view to their disturb- 
ance or subversion, is in violation of the Constitution, in- 
*ulting to the States so interfered with, endangers their 
domestic peace and tranquillity—objects for which the 
Constitution was formed—and, by necessary consequence, 
tends to weaken and destroy the Union itself. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Have the yeas and nays 
been ordered on these resolutions? 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed they have not. 

Mr. DAVIS. I ask that the yeas and nays be 


taken en each of them. 
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The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I desire to say, that on these 
resolutions I am paired off with the honorable 
Senator from Indiana, who is now absent, [Mr. 
ih 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Understanding from the 
gentleman who proposes these resolutions, and 
others in discussing them, that they are a series 
connected together, I shall vote against them all, 
and therefore vote against this resolution; but if 
standing alone I could vote for this and for some 
others of the series. 

Mr. CLINGMAN., I ask the 


gence of the Senate to say what | should have 


| said before the roll was called. At the request of 


the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Doveras,] ! desire 
to state that he is quite unwell. I saw him some 
days ago. He was suffering very much then, and 
I have no doubt, from what T hear at this time, 
is wholly unable to be in the Senate. What his 


purpose would be if well, I am not authorized to | 
say; but it is due to him that I should make this | 


statement. 


The result was announced—yeas 36, nays 19; | 


as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Brown, 
Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, John- 
son of Arkausas, Johnson of ‘lennessec, Kennedy, Lane, 
Latham, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, 
Pugh, Ricc, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, 'Toombs, Wigfall, 
and Yulee—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixen, Doolittle, Fessenden, Feot, Foster Grimes, Hale, 
llamlin, Harlan, King, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Byck, 
Wade, and Wilson—19. 

So the first resolution was adopted. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read the next resolution. 


The Secretary read the second resolution, as 
follows: 


2. Resolved, That negro slavery, as it exists in fifteen | 


States of this Union, composes an important portion of 
their domestic institutions, inherited from their ancestors, 
and existing at the adoption of the Constitution, by which 
it is recognized as constituting an important element inthe 
apportionment of powers among the States; and that no 
change of opinion or tecling on the part of the non-slave- 
holding States of the Union, in relation to this institution, 
can justify them, or their citizens, in open or covert attacks 
thereon, with a view to its overthrow ; and that all such 
attacks are in manifest violation of the mutual and solemn 
pledge to protectand defend each other, given by the States 
respectively on entering into the constitutional compact 
which formed the Union, and are a manifest breach of faith, 
and a violation of the most solemn obligations. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. To this reso- 
lution the Senator from Iowa [Mr. Haruan] 
proposes an amendment, to add at the end of the 
resolution these words: 

But the free discussion of the morality and expediency 
of slavery sheuld never be interiered with by the laws of 
any State, or of the United States; and the freedom of 
speech and of the press, on this and every other subject of 
domestic and rational policy, should be maintained invio- 
late in all the States. 

Mr. DAVIS. Before the question is taken on 
the amendment, I merely wish to call attention to 
what seems to be a verbal inaccuracy, The pro- 
noun ‘ their,’’ before ‘‘ ancestors,’’ in the third 
line, should be ‘‘ our.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolu- 
tion will be so modified. 

Mr, PUGH, There is no act of Congress in- 
terfering with liberty of speech or the press, nor 
can there be, under the eet tian So much 
of the amendment of the Senator from Iowa is 
urely appestuane. As to this subject within the 
tates, it belongs to themselves, and it is no busi- 
ness of the Senate, nor of the other branch of 
Congress, to give any opinion upon it. I shall, 
therefore, vote aguinst the amendment. 

Mr. HARLAN. [ask for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to say a word 
personal to myself, before voting upon these res- 
olutions. Iam not exactly ratiphed with the view 
which the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Cotxa- 
mer] has taken of them. I dislike to place my 
vote upon the record here against a resolution 


aj 





|| it make it wrong. 


|| ments to the reso 


eneral indul- | 





| which in itself is right; and it is not altogether 
| satisfactory to me to say that there are other res- 
| olutions in the series, which when connected with 
; We are liable to be misunder- 
/ stood. I would prefer to propose some amend- 

Sinem, that would express my 
| own views, but there seemed to de a desire to get 


|, the question, and to have a vote upon the resolu- 
|| tions as presented. That being the case, I wish 


| to say that some of these resolutions, in my judg- 
ment, enunciate a preper and correct principle, 
and L certainly should vote for them by them- 
selves; but Ldo not wish to come in collision with, 
my friends in the course that is taken in regard 
to them, they insisting that they are to be, treated 
as a series, and all together. Then I am againat 
the whole of them; I have no difficulty about that, 
There is a great deal of heresy, in my judgment, 
in the resolutions. The author of the resolutions 
says they are to be considered together. Then I 
think the vote ought to have been taken on them 
en masse, but as the vote is being taken sepa- 
rately 
Mr. DAVIS. I think the Senator from Lllinois 
did not quite understand what I intended to say. 
I was unfortunate in my mode of expression, if 
it justifies the construction that they are all to be 
keh together. The fact that I proposed that we 
should vote upon them separately, shows that I 
did not consider them so woven together that a 


| 








| man may not vote for one and against anothem 


It was the fourth and fifth resolutions, referred to 
by the Senator from Vermont, which I admitted 
| were 80 woven together as this, that the fourth 


|| resolution asserted a constitutional right and the 
|| fifth resolution, declaring a remedy in favor of all 


constitutional rights, embraced the right asserted 
| in the fourth. That is all. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. There are certainly many 


H propositions in perhaps all the resolutions that 


seem to be correct, and I desired simply, that I 


| might not myself be misunderstood in the votes 


which should be recorded here, to state that it is 
only out of deference to the view that is taken by 
my friends, that they are to be treated as a series, 
one dependent upon another—at any rate the 
fourth dependent upon the fifth—that I could 
consent to record my vote against some of these 
resolutions. lam somewhat at a loss whetherto 
vote upon some of them atall. Several of them 
I shall certainly vote against. 

The question being taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Haran by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 
20, nays 36; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 


Hamlin, Harlan, King, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyek, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Brown, 
Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, ammoud, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, John- 
son of Arkansas, Johnson of ‘lennessee, Kennedy, Lane, 
Latham, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Pow- 
ell, Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, Toombs, 
Wigfall, and Yulee—36. 


So the amendment was rejected; and the ques- 


tion recurred upon the adoption of the second 
resolution. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
0 


resulted—yeas 36, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Brown, 
Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hainmond, i 


Iemphill, Hunter, Iverson , Johin- 
son of Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, 
Latham, Matlory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Poik, Powell, 
Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, l'oombs, Wigtall, 
and Yulee—36, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, King, Simmons, Sumner, Ten. Eyck, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—20. 


So the second resolution was adopted. 


The Secretary read the third resolution, as 
fellows: 


3. Resolved, That the union of these States rests on the 
equality of rights and privileges among its members ; and 
that it is especially the duty of the Senate, which repre- 
sents the States in their sovereign capacity, to. resist all 
attempts to discriminate either in relatiot to petsons or 
property in the ‘Territories, which are the common posses- 
sivus of the United States, so as to give advantages Lo the 
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citizens of one State which are not equally assured to those \ say nothing about it; but it is to exclude a con- | 
of every other State. || clusion, and I ask for the yeas and nays on it. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to make a re-|| Mr, DAVIS. I ask what the proposition is? 
mark or two in relation to this resolution, and to || To introduce a distinct resolution? If slavery there be constitutional, notwithstandine 
state the ground on which I vote for it, and for | Mr, CLINGMAN. Certainly, to follow this. || the Territorial Legislature of Kansas, the thing 
the fourth resolution which follows it. I have | Mr. DAVIS. I understand the series must be J ends. If the replevin be sustained, and the law 
all my life entertained the opinion, in common with |) first put, and distinct propositions follow. The || of Kansas be decided unconstitutional, then the 
the old Whig party, and universally accepted by || Senator from Maryland (Mr. Kennepr] has of- remedy is adequate. In this preliminary stago 
all parties, as [ believe, up, at least, to the year || fered some to follow these. we ought not to undertake to decide a question of 
1835, that Congress possessed the power to legis- || Mr. CLINGMAN. It was decided express] fact, when we know that the courts already haye 
late over the Territories of the United States in |) by the Chair that my proposition could be offered. || the question pending before them. This is the 
regard to the subject of slavery, and that they alone || | ‘put the question again and again. Itis germane, || case. I really think that these propositions ought 


myself, so far as the slave question is concerned 
that a replevin has been brought in the Territory 
of Kansas, which is now pending in the couri. 








had the power of admitting or excluding slavery. || and it comes in here, and therefore I offer it: || to be voted down, because they depend on a state 
The Supreme Court of the United States, how- } Resolved, ‘That the existing condition of the Territories || Of facts that we are not now prepared to decide, 
ever, have decided otherwise. I cannot say that, || of the United States does not require the intervention of || Mr.GWIN. I wish to ask a question on a 
with all the reflection I have given to the subject, || Congress for the protection of property in slaves. ! point of order. Can I move to lay this resolution 
my opinion has yet been brought in concurrence | I sim Vv ask forthe yeas and nays. | of the Senator from North Carolina on the table? 


with that judgment; but I can say this, that I feel Mr. I 


VIS. I suppose that may be offered | (Oh no.” 





myself here under a constitutional obligation to || either as an amendment to a resolution to which | . Mr. CLINGMAN. Sucha motion would carry 

obey the decision of that court, and to receive it || it is germane, or as a distinct resolution; but it || the whole series of resolutions on the table. [ am 

as the constitutional interpretation of the Consti- || cannot be offered in the midst of a series. | willing that they shall all lie there, if the gentle. 

tution—the interpretation by the constitutional || Mr. CLINGMAN. Oh, yes. | man desires it. 

authority to decide such questions. It isin obe- || Mr. DAVIS. I think not. | The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wizsoy.) 

dience to that consideration, and in conformity to || Mr. CLINGMAN. It has been decided. | The Chair rules that that motion would carry the 
| 


the constitutional principles as established by that Mr. PUGH. I submit thatitisin orderto move || whole series of resolutions with it. Is the Senate 
tribunal, that I vote for this and the ensuing res- || to amend the resolutions by inserting another res- || ready for the question? 


olution. || olution between any two of them. It is just as | Mr. PUGH. What is the motion? 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, || much an amendment as anything else. || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
resulted—yeas 36, nays 18; as follows: || Mr. CLINGMAN. Ithas been decided. Iask || ment proposed by the Senator from Mississippi 
YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigier, Bragg, Bright, Brown, || for the yeas and nays. | to the amendment proposed by the Senator from 


Chesnut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, || The veas and nays were ordered. | North Carolina. 


Sin at Arkatens, Johuson of rennesee, Kennedy, Lane, ||. Mr. BROWN. I move to strike out theword | Mr. BIGLER. Before thé vote is taken, | de- 
Latham, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Pawell, || ‘* not,”’ after the word ** does.”’ | sire to say that I shall vote against the amend- 
Pugh, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, ‘Toombs, Wigfall, || Mr. CLINGMAN. [ask for the yeasand nays || ment, and against the original proposition of the 
a ee eee Shae sieactetiocins iibesiha teltaiiatain | on the amendment. |, Senator from North Carolina. ere I obliged 
pon ee eee —— oe “Hale Maeslia” \| ap om and nays were ordered. | to meet the issue of fact, 1 should say that there 
Harlan, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, || Mr.CRITTENDEN., It seems to me that that | is no necessity at this time for interference. | 
and Wilson—18. || presents a matter of fact for the decision of the || can see no propriety whatever in mingling this 

So the third resolution was adopted. | Senate, whether the existing condition of the Ter- || mere matter of fact, which may be correct or may 


ie) : : . | ritories does now demand any interposition of |) not be, with a series of resolutions of this kind— 
smn tary read the fourth resolution, as | congressional authority. I do not know that it | merely enunciating principles. ; 

: , | does. Ido not know that itdoesnot. Notknow-|| Mr. PUGH. I did not object to the introduc- 
denen Cannes Pen | ing, | should take it for granted that it does not. || tion of these resolutions, although they are mere 
indirect and unfriendly character, possess power to annul || But this is a decision on a matter of fact, as I un- || declarationsof principle binding nobody but those 
or impair the constitutional right of any citizen of the Uni- | derstand. Supposing the existing state of things || who vote for them. I might well have said, that 
ee eee ee || to be a peaceable, a quiet, and a lawful one—the | neither in the resolutions of Mr. Calhoun, as 
tgrial condition remains. yey || only presumption [ can make—I shall take it for || finally amended and adopted, nor in any other 

Mr. CLANGMAN. I wish to offe ae '| granted that interposition is not required; but I || resolutions that I can find ever adopted by the 
PGAts Sods » + wish to offer @ propo || understand myself as called on now to decide only || Senate, is there a precedent for this series. “Nev- 
sition which will come in immediately after this. |a single matter of fact, and that from my own || ertheless, if gentlemen wish to vote upon them, | 
we fee: offer:it now, on shall I wait | knowledge and information, which is quite lim- || make no objection; but here is the first practical 


5, : : ited on the subject. ' question of legislation proposed, and gentlemen 
_oDhe PRESIDING OFFICER. | The Senator Mr. CLINGMAN. The honorable Senator aaa Aeiehten it. me begins +0 hie matter 
haul better present his amendment now. '| will remember that we have been called upon again || of legislation, not of opinion. You have declared 
Mn CLINGMAN, -Thea I -— Ht to come) and again by a Senator from. Mississippi (Mr. || to us your opinions of principle, do you pro- 
inammediately after tho fourth resolution in the || prow] to legislate.on this subject. A great deal.) pose to put them in practice? Is it a platform, or 
serien. BROWN. Is, nd } || has been'said about ‘it in the country, Now, F!) is‘it a ptece of legislation? 
Mr. N. Is it am independent resolu-i|) wien it to g0 out that it is the opinion of the Sen-|| “Y'say'to my fiend from Pennsylvania, and to 
thor? IGMAN. -Y , ate, my own among others, that there is. no ne-.;| my’ friend from: Califomia, this 1s the practical 
Mr. ne Yes, sir. fr | || cessity for this legislavion; and J think.it is quite || pornt of the whale question : ate thest ‘resolutions 
_ Mr. BROWN. Then lew it be offered aa:an\|) 43 practical ay any of the resolutions themselves, || to Ke x political’ platform, or are they to be car- 
inds CRP IRR SS oe sey pee ah ly | r. DAVIS. The question presented is a mere |) ried into ‘hetion? ' ‘The fit ‘tesdlution, for which 
oe oe ; ENeBe Be 20 an order 4 |! question of fact. The résolations oh which the || as'it staiids ra edly that Congress will 
“ eee cn un e vote is announced Senate are voting oF eh chard of principle. | Reet ri ata ee eh Tow: 
arena . As to the question of fact, 1 should concur more en is that necessity to be ascertained ? 10 
Mr, PUGH? Tf the vote is to. be taken $p.3Bp with my aolecaaes and fi had to votefor either)! is to devide it? The boutheta supports of the 
fourth resolution, I wish.to say aa $0 Mar 88)! proposition; should ‘vote for his declaration, bes |) reyoldtions, or the northern sdpporters? Tsit to be 
the oe ~ the power of Cong TT bas || cause T rather think the necessity’ dors exist’ Ditt' after w Terhtoriat Legislatine all hiiee polished 
wate a 4 ae p aipate Bo vee te ay ane’ ft Pee || that is an opinion which I am Bot prepared now || slavery and ‘driven or acta Phe the limits 
co by a 2 - abe . wet BFonenNORN to declare as a faet. (Neither is ic true that Ihave || of the™ titer ‘orisic a eee pp hratdcatat 
ns anneal Lael ee 7 ai dt Teahoe th tk oF || ever refused to’ vote for’ the "bill which the Sena: 4) eleétion’? T thictite the inatot frdm ‘North Caro- 
idthar fight oF emigration, ButT do noe Unk jets || ‘amy collebgtae, titrodced. °° "1 | tint Chat he hike Besuit ul te eat es 
founded upon the Constjtution; and Iam not Re — rete ae hate Tee ee bs ' tion. At Pt ss 1 en it, in-yau mT 
pared, cithet from judicial decision or from bea eneard on tile: dened ot ‘L hope Tidy have the peneral 
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torial: Levi lavanen! Thotefors Pomitet i ; | subject. 7 ss an «SET ag |p pemoureence of the Seniite’ weer ey 
pen shat the Teibiiation’ i te i on an f. DAVIS.’ The dill has never Beeh befdre posed amend ment): ee result or ae 
' ntains, , x oD wet y 
strained to vote in the negative, Stel Aart ney 


he question.being ta by con ond nays, question “has been, Pain ere it ‘wits’ to ‘be’consid="|) object, I have, in vie by, simply. recording my 
resulted —yeus ‘35, neys QI: as follows: . howd 


efed By ‘the Sefate or not! ‘This aD ectuatt earns << Z nst-the amendment of the 
yo’ ood) tions of fact; propricty, expedieti¢y} and we nm North! id ene ieds bas joy 
EE irofonnree Beolemtin, Bigler, Risigat, Broa, Pietas Ghent bebo 
Coreents ity nee athens v heagsioks 
2D, ’ v 
sok oO AR cichs Teheota af heapumer 


Senator : 

have thesé to decide when it is before ab Tithe] PRE! RES GPOFFICER: "The yeas and 

t * || méar tithe, P do not chodse my “to De’ thrown nage PE ee yc apeen 
Latham, Majlory, anon, Wickseas, Peay Kenowdr bane, 
Rice, Sebastian! fh, Thomson; ‘Wigfif, and 


off the line of a priheipley ‘in a ‘series of) the amendment may be: wi wawier Vive 
‘WAYS Mestev. Minghani; Cirahdler) Ctark, Colfmtr, 


resolutions; by" a stil 0: F Bientions pt uf +PBROWN: ” Pde net Wahl tS waste time 
fact) shalt thertrars te agai ; =P opo- a syygiw tot eiosido— Wihvpnsy bos sofeq % 
Dixon, Doolittle ia Foot, ote Grimesy fale; 
» j ’ 
a ua aA any ki a too ’ partir i ieteed ck 




















te 









a 


sitions. branaewr aoa ie r. AMIN “Liobject 2 tothe withdrawal. 
_ Mr. GREEN, "There $8 one Other ‘reas; ||, I mean,to vote on that very a 
liv diuchaiot oF fact hehe poe bets be roe. ||| MEH DROWN 246 el ee er stand. 


ered! ahd voted “ob ahd Mint de thks here IHeT!, Mr. WI git 
Senator here who Catt sry tat ‘the'Co a aeeak ait he 
ant the Jaws and the remedies provided by 


. 






So the fourth resolution was adopted, < 

Mz, CLINGMAN, 1 now present the: resolue. 

tien J proposed to offer, to come in ‘at the endof ’ : ; 

the’ fourth resofation.’ At’ this late Hout 1 ‘sitalf4! constitutional vightin “the Tk ‘| precisely what I supposed wovld eo 
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the Senator fromOhio. I do not charge, because 
I do not know, that there was any concert be- 
tween them. The Senator from North Carolina 
shakes his head. That is sufficient. - 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Allow me to say that in 
drafting this resolution I did not consult the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, nor do I know that he had any 
knowledge of it until to-day, and it was written 
several weeks age, when these matters were first 


D. 

“WM. WIGFALL. Mr. President 

Mr. BENJAMIN. My friend from Texas 
will allow me make a suggestion. Those gentle- 
men who do not wish this resolution in the plat- 
form can now have their two votes. First, the 
Senator from Mississippi proposes to strike out 
the word *‘not.’? That asserts the necessity of 
intervention now. We cam vote agafmst that. 
Then we can vote against the resolution of the 
Senator from North Carolina, which says it is not 
necessary. Then, having voted against both the 
propositions, it shows that we do not consider 
them germane to the subject. 

Mr. GWIN. I rise to a point of order. I 
made an inquiry of the Chair just now, and he 
decided, I think incorrectly, that a motion to lay 
on the table the resolution of the Senator from 
North Carolina would carry the other series of 
resolutions with it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The motion has been de- 
cided to be not in order. 

Mr. GWIN. Ifthe Chair adheres to that de- 
cision, 1 shall appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands that it has been decided by the Presid- 
ing Officer thata motion to lay an amendment on 








is an amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. I understand differently. My 
impression is that the views of the Vice President 
differ from that construction. 

Mr. WIGFALL,. [I had but a word to say, 
and could have said it and got through, and we 
could have had a vote taken by this time, if I 
had not been interrupted. I mean to say that I 
shall vote against both resolutions, and for the 


reason the Senator from Louisiana has given; and || 


in that way I think we shall have accomplished 
everything we can do by laying the resolution on 
the table. As has been observed by one of the 
Senators, I believe the Senator from Mississippi, 
{Mr. Davis,] it is utterly incongruous, it is un- 
heard of, that in a series of resolutions setting 


forth principles, a question of fact should be | 


brought up here to be voted for. It is an entire 
non sequitur of the Senator from Ohio, that be- 
cause we do object to voting upon questions of 
fact, it shows an 
duplicity or any disposition to waver or falter on 
our part,in carrying out, whenever itis proper, in 
our opinion, the principles which we here avow. 
Now, sir, the resolutions avow the doctrine 
that it is the duty of Congress to protect prop- 
erty of all kinds, wherever it is under its jurisdic- 
tion, when the necessity shall arise. I do not 
know whether the necessity now arises. I say 1 
am ready, by actual legislation, whenever the ne- 
cessity, in my opinion, does arise, to carry these 
resolutions into effect; but I am not now pre- 
pared, for I believe the Covode committee has not 
et ascertained the fact as to the condition of the 
egislation of Kansas precisely at this time. Doubt- 
less before the end of the session they will furnish 
us the information. If they do not, we may, at 
some subsequent time, obtain the information. 
When I am satisfied either that the Territorial 
Legislature has passed acts that are unconstitu- 
tional, or that the courts have failed and refused 
to render adequate redress, or that the courts are 
hot competent to do it, I shall be prepared to vote 
for actual legislation. I suppose that the dispo- 
sition of the Senate—at least of the gentlemen on 
this side—is sufficiently exhibited by the fact that 
whilst we have not voted against the measure 
pone by the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
ROWN,] we, at least, have not taken it up and 
acted on it. In our opinion, we have not suffi- 
clent evidence that there is a necessity for legis- 
lation at this time, and therefore we have been 
simply in a position of “ masterly inactivity,”’ in 
which T intend to remain until [ have facts fur- 
nished me to change my opinion. 
Mr. POLK. 1 take leave to say that I agree 


intention to commit an act of || 
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with those Senators who think that the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from North Carolina 


any vote, exclude it, | would willingly do so. If 
it were in order to vote to lay iton the table with- 


out the whole resolutions lying on the table also, | 
’ 


I should vote to lay it on the table. But, sir, we 

have to vote on the proposition. Now, I believe 
| it is not true, as will be asserted by the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Mississippi to the prop- 
osition of the Senator from North Dioseiioa: that 
legislation is necessary; therefore, I cannot vote 
that it is necessary. I believe, on the other hand, 
that it is true—as I am at present advised—that 
legislation is not necessary. Now, sir, when I 
am called upon to vote on that proposition, J must 
vote what I believe to be true; and I must vote, 
therefore, that it is not necessary. I cannot vote 
what would be tantamount, perhaps, to an un- 
truth. I cannot vote against the resolution when 
I should be induced otherwise to do it, not be- 
cause the resolutidbn is not true, but because the 
resolution is out of place and outof time. I think 
myself it is eminently out of place; but inasmuch 
as it is in time and in order, and we are compelled 
to vote upon it, I myself must vote against the 





lina on the other; because I believe it asserts the 
truth. 

Mr. GWIN. I now raise the point of order I 
| made,and I appeal from the decision of the Chair, 
that, to lay the resolution of the Senator from 


| of resolutions upon which we have been voting 


|| with it. In my judgment, with all proper respect, 
the table, carries with it the resolution to which || 


I think that the Chair has decided wrong, in de- 





lutions. In my judgment, no resolution, such as 
that offered by the Senator from North Carolina, 
could be introduced in order; but I waive that 
uestion, and I appeal from the decision of the 
the table takes the whole series of resolutions 

upon which we have been voting with it; and on 
| that appeal I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The gentleman has no 
| right to appeal from the decision of the Chair. It 
was made some time ago. There have been pro- 
| ceedings and speeches made since. He yielded 
at the time to the decision of the Chair; and it 
cannot be possible that we are to have a question 
of order of this sort raised now. 

Mr. GWIN. I did not make the motion. I 
only made an inquiry. I make the motion now. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The Chair understood 
you to make it, for he overruled you, decided 





been raised and decided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
| was raised by the Senator from California; and 
the Chair ruled that laying the amendment on the 
table would carry the resolutions with it; and the 
Chair is informed that that has been the ruling of 
the Presiding Officers of the Senate; and the Chair 
believes it to be in accordance with parliamentary 
law, as Iaid down by Mr. Cushing, and other 
writers. The Chair will, however, submit the 

uestion to the Senate. If the Senator appeals, 
the Chair will put the appeal. If he does not 
“oo the Chair will submit it to the Senate. 

r.GWIN. I want the question decided. Let 
the Chair submit it to the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California takes an appeal from the decision 
| of the Chair. The question is, ‘* Shall the de- 
_ cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 

Senate?”’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President 

Mr. MASON. If the Senator will indulge me 
a moment on the point of order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I insist that there can be 
no appeal. 

Mr. MASON, I understood the Chair to sa 
that if the Senator from California would appeal, 
the Chair would put the question on the appeal; 
but that if there was no appeal, the Chair would 
submit the question to the Senate. 
the Senator from California to say that, in that 


| can say nothing now but that the question has 











| 
| is not germane to the subject; and if I could, by | 


amendment offered by the Senator from Missis- || H 
sippi, on the one hand, and in favor of the reso- | 
Jution offered by the Senator from North Caro- | 


ciding that this resolution could be introduced in || 
order when we were voting upon a series of reso- | 


hair, that the motion to lay this resolution on | 


| against you, as | understood him; and the Chair | 


$$$ 


I understand | 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. I submit that it is too late 
to go back now. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. | insist that there is noth- 
_ ing to submit to the Senate. What is the propo- 
sition here? A question is asked of the Presiding 
Officer. No motion has yet been made to lay the 
amendment offered by the Senator from North 
| Carolina on the table. There is no practical ques- 





|, tion before the Senate on which the Presiding 


| Officer can decide. The question has not arisen, 
When the Senator from California makes his mo- 
tion to lay the amendment on the table, and the 


|| Senate lays it on the table, if it shall do so, then 


| the question will arise whether the resolutions are 
| not all upon the table. The Chair has intimated 
its opinion what the effect-of such a vote would 
| be, that they willall goon the table; and certainly 
| that has been the decision heretofore of the Sen- 
jate. A different rule prevails, I believe, in the 
House 

Mr. CLINGMAN. No. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. But, according to general 
parliamentary law, you cannot lay on the tabie a 
portion of the proposition without carrying the 
whole. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
ouse. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Whether it is so in the 
House or not, Ido not know. I thought perhaps 
they could lay an amendment on the table there 
under the rules; but that is immaterial. It can- 
| not be done here, and there is no question to sub- 
| mit to the Senate. Have you got this question ? 





It is just the same in the 





'| It will be time enough to decide it; it will be time 
North Carolina on the table, will take the series | 


enough to the Senate whether the whole series 
| of resolutions goes or not, when the motion is 
|| made, and we have acted upon it. I insist that 
it would be entirely out of order to submit to the 
Senate, at this stage of the proceedings, whether 
it will decide to lay upon the table a part of these 
resolutions or not. It would be like adopting a 
new rule here in the midst of the passage of a bill. 
|| [** Question !’ * Question !’’} 
|| Mr. PUGH. What is the 


uestion ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California withdraw the appeal ? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 

now is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. Brown] to the amendment of 
| the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Curme- 
MAN. 
Me POWELL. Before this vote is taken, I 
desire to say that, for the reasons assigned by the 
Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis,] the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, (Mr. Seheaienest and the 
Senator from Texas, (Mr. Wicraut,] I shall 
vote against the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. Broww] to the resolution of the 
Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Crineman,] 
|| offered as an amendment to the resolutions under 
|| consideration, and against that resolution itself. 
| The resolutions of the Senator from Mississippi 
| 








{Mr. Davis] assert great political principles. The 
amendment proposed by the Senator from North 
Carolina asserts a fact about which he and the 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] differ. I 
will state, furthermore, that, whenever it shall be 
made known, by experience or otherwise, that 
| further legislation is necessary to protect either 
ersons or property in the Territories of the 
nion, I am ready to vote for it. 

Mr. MASON. I understand the Senator from 
Mississippi to withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. BE JAMIN. I objected to withdrawing it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas and 
nays were ordered, and it requires unanimous 
consent, 

Mr. MASON. Of course, then, it could not be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. PUGH. I object to the withdrawal. 

Mr. LANE. I only desire to say, in relation 
to the series of resolutions, a portion of which I 
have already voted in favor of, that I shall vote 
in favor of the rest; for the whole of them to- 
gether meet with my hearty approbation. They 
assert the truth; they assert the great principic 
that the constitutional rights of the States are 
equal; that the States have equal rights in this 
country under the Constitution, and, as I under- 

stand it, they must be maintained in that equality. 
| These resolutions only assert that principle; and 





view, he does not appeal; therefore, I suppose,the |} I say that it is a misfortune to the country, in my 


Chair will put the question to the Senate, 


|| opinion, that the principles laid down in these 
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resolutions had not been asserted sooner. They 
ought to have been asst rted by the Democratic 
party in plain English ten yearsago. If they had 
heen, you would have had no trouble in this coun- 
try to-day; the Democratic party w6uld have been 
united and strong, and the equality and constitu. | 
tional rights of the States would have been main- 
tained in the Territory, and in all other things; 
squatter sovereignty would not have been heard 
of, and to-day we would be united. Itis the fault 
of the Democratic party in dodging truth, in dodg- 
ing principle, in dodging the Constitution itself, 
that has brought the trouble upon the country and | 
the party that is experienced to-day. 

Sir, it appears to me to by very singular indeed, 
that any man can hold that the territory of this 
country belongs to a portion of the people, and | 
that the people of one portion of the Union can 
go there and enjoy their property, when the peo- || 
ple of another portion cannot enjoy the right of 
property in that territory—territory common to 
the whole country—territory that was earned or 
acquired by the common blood and ¢ommon treas- | 
ure of all—territory that is sustained by the com- | 
mou treasure of all; and to say that all shall not 
have an equal right there, is to deny a fact so 
proos, a principle so just, a right so manifest, that 

can hardly see how any man who professes to 
be a Democrat can deny it, or how he can attempt 
to embarrass the adoption of the correct principles 
announced in these resolutions. I shall, therefore, 
vote against all the amendments and everything | 
that is offered to obstruct their passage, upon the | 
ground that they assert justice, that they assert 
truth, that they assert the equality and constitu. | 
tional rights of all the States, which principle must | 
be maintained, or this Union cannot be preserved. 

Mr. MALLORY. ‘To explain in one word the |! 
reason of my vote on this quesuion, 1 will say 
that I have not the information before me to jus- 
ufy action. This is a question of fact now before 
the Senate, not of principle; and I had pot the in- 
formation before me to guide an intelligent vote, 
and I shall, therefore, vote against the proposition 
of the Senator from Mississippi, and against the 
proposition of the Senator from North Carolina, 

Mr. PUGH. That isa poor principle which 
iy never carried into practice, It certainly is mot 
worth fighting for, certainly not worth being as- 
serted. A principle which can do me any good, 
or my constituents any good, I shall stand here to 
maintain to the last moment of my senatorial ca- 
reer; but a principle that, like the famous consti- 
tution of Robespierre and his associates, is to be 
suspended at the moment of its adoption, and to 
remain in a state of perpetual suspension, seems to 
me hardly worth the controversy we have hear‘. 
The Senator from Florida has not the informa- 
tion. Why, sir, every ‘Territory is required to 
send its laws and its legislauve journals to Con- 
gress. We have them, every one of them. We 
have the legislauon of every Territory; we have 
the legislative journals of every Territory; they || 
are sent tous every session, It is in vain tor gen- 
tlemen to say they have not the information. We 
have all the information we ever shall receive. 
We know precisely what has been done—that in 
the T rritory of New Mexico the relation of master 
and slave has been established by law; that in the 
‘Territory of Kansas it has been abrogated by 
law. Weknowthat. We know also, what is 
the condition of affairs in the Territory of Utah. | 
We have all the information that gentlemen ever 
will receive. Therefore, 1 call upon them to tell | 
me whether the principle asserted in the fourth 
resolution be a velupiedt to be carried into prac- 
tice or not; and when is it to be carried into prac- 
tice? Is it in sucha state of facts as we now 
know? Is it when one Territorial Legislature has 
established slavery and another has abolished sla- 
very, or is it, as Lasked a while ago, after the next 
presidential election? ‘That is the question of fact 
that | desire to see settled. 

Mr. BROWN, Mr. President, I feel a little 
amazed at gentemen so often declaring that this 
amendmentis a mere naked declaration of opinion, 
which does not jnvolve any principle. I think that 
this whole series of resolutions is nothing but a 
declaration of opinion. They look to no legislation 
—certain!y no immediate legislation. The public | 
mind is in a state of great anxiety on this subject. 
It has been discussed here until vast numbers of | 
people have brought their minds to the conclusion || 
that legislation, immediate, positive, direct legis- H 
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| I, thinking the necessity does exist, propose so 
| toamend his resolution as to assert the affirmative 


| what is it we have been discussing? Cui bono all | 


| would only show us the necessity, we would help 


' sion which we had here on the 23d of February, 


| it was his opinion that 1 had opened that discus- 


| Illinois an opportunity to explain his course here. 
| I desire to say, once for all, that all such imputa- 





May 24, 


; [Mr. Wicrauu] yesterday intimated very much 
ritories. ‘That has been the whole question in || the same thing. I desire that he will take this 








lation, is necessary for their protection in the Ter- 


controversy. The Senator from North Carolina || general and positive disclaimer as much to him- 
brings forward a proposition to negative that idea | self as it is designed for the Senator from Geor- 
—to declare to the public that, so far as the Senate || gia. The Senator from Georgia went on to crit- 
is concerned, we think no such necessity exists. || icise my speech delivered on the 23d of Februar 
1859, not as it is reported, butas itis represented 
in the rejoinder of my antagonist on that occa- 
proposition. | sion. Now, sir, I say in all kindness to the Sen- 
But it seems that our friends will neither take || ator from Georgia, and I am sure he will see the 


| the one nor the other horn of the dilemma; they || justice of it when I make the bare suggestion, 


will neither affirm that legislation is necessary | 


that when the record was before him it would 
nor that itisnotnecessary. I pray you Senators, 


have been more just to criticise my own language 
than to criticise me upon language put into my 
mouth by others. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I want to say to the Senator 
that | was not replying to his speech, but I was 
replying @0 Mr. Doveras’s answer to it, and | 


this controversy, if at last we have no case? If 
there ts nothing upon which we are called to 
act, Why has the public mind been lashed like an 
ocean tempest-tossed into a fury? Has the ocean 
been lashed into a fury ‘to waft a feather or || stated exactly what Mr. Dovexas said. I took 
drown a fly?’’ Is this a mere controversy about ||_the case he made there. I did not read the gen- 
nothing, or is it a controversy having in it deep || tleman’s speech, but I expressly stated that I read 
and Jasting and substantial sulsstance? If it be ||} what Mr. Dovexas said. 
so, then either the one side or the other of this || Mr. BROWN. This is the Senator’slanguage; 
proposition is true, and genUdemen cannot ignore ‘‘ Then the Senator from Mississippi had no case, if he 
it. After all that has been said in State conven- |) made these admissions.” 
tions, in national conventions, in the Senate, in || It would have been av to ascertain whether I 
the House of Representatives, and everywhere, |; had made the admissions y simply looking at my 
until every man in the whole country has taken |} speech. By that course, there would have becna 
sides upon the question, you cannot shufile it off |) saving of any controversy on this point. Butsee 
by simply saying there never was any necessity |! how the Senator goes on: 
for the agitation. Why have you agitated it? || “If he stated that it was competent, by the exercise of 
Why hagthe whole session been consumed in the || the power of taxation, to drive slavery out of the Territo- 
discussion of this question, if there waa no. ne- || t,he Senator fro Iigos wag right In saying he hd 
ce ssily for action or expressing an Opinion on one 1} want with a slave code, when he admits the Territorial 
side or the other? V'rom the beginning of this || Legislature can drive out slaves? Does he want a code to 
controversy 1, at least, have been sincere; I, at || govern slaves, where he admits they can be lawfully driven 
least, have believed that slave property required || C“t* 
protection in the Territories; that it required it || . Now, mark you, I am first represented as hav- 
now. ‘That was my opinion fifteen months ago, || Mg said that they could be driven out, and then, 
when sianding precisely where I do to-day. {|| by an interpolation of the Senator himself, I am 
enunciated it in a discussion with the Senator || repreeeniag ap having stated that they could be 
from Ulinois. 1 thought the necessity existed || “ awfully”? driven out. If the Senator had taken 
then. Subsequent events have confirmed that con- the trouble to look at my speech, he would have 
viction. From that day to this, the whole series || See that this was what I said: as a mere naked 
of measures that have been concocted in Kansas || question of power, the Senator from Illinois is 
have been a series of measures against slavery. _ || TBht in saying that a Territorial Legislature, by 

1 showed you, the other day, that Kansas had || "0n-action and by unfriendly legislation, may 
abolished slavery; that she had made it a penal exclude slavery; but they do it wrongfully, they 
offense for a master to seek to exercise his owner- || 40 it unlawfully; yet they may do it in sucha 
ship over that property in the ‘Territory, and ex- || W@Y that I can never seek my remedy In a court 
acts fines if any master dares to say, “that black || of justice. I went on, upon that occasion, to il- 
man is my property.’? All this, and more, has || lustrate. Suppose, said I, the Legislature does 
been done, and yet we are not convinced that | nothing, leaves me totally without remedy, what 
there is any necessity for action, Sir, when will || Shall 1do? Can I in a case like that appeal to 
there be? 1 am struggling in the abyss, and call- | the courts? How shall I base my comp es I 
ing for help. You stand by, and say, Oh, my || go to a court complaining that the erritorial 
dear sir, if | thought you needed help, L would give | Legislature has done nothing: can the court gran 
it.” My house is burning down over my head; |; M¢ mandamus to compel the Legislature to act? 
my wife and children are being driven before the || It was against non-action and the effect pow 
flames. I appeal to my neighbors for help; but || felt sensible, and feel now, that non-action woul 

| 
| 








' 





they fold their arms, and say, ‘‘ Dear sir, if you produce, that I entered my protest, and made my 
: appeal for direct action here. The Senator from 
Georgia goes on: 

‘‘T repudiate the admission. J wash my hands of the 
Senator’s slave code, for that as well as additional reasons, 
which I will now proceed to give. It is no remedy for any 
wrong to slave property, if passed by Congress. Slave 
property in a Territory is there under the Constitution, as 
well as any other property.” . 


you.’’ Sur, if the necessity does not exist now, 
tell me what state of circumstances will ever con- 
vince you that there is a necessity? This looks 
to me like a shirking of the responsibillty of say- 
ing either the one thing or the other. 

Now, Mr. President, since I am upon this sub- : 
ject, | desire to repel, in the most positive man- || _ I admit and claim, as loudly as the Senator 
ner, imputations which have been more than || from Georgia, that my mere preyessy i in a Ter- 
ouce thrown out against me in connection with || ritory under the xgis of the onstitution, and en- 
this subject. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. || titled as much to protection as anybody clse’s 
Toomss] the other day deelared that he had lis- || property; but whose property in a Territory 1s 
tened with no degree of pleasure to the discus- || protected by the Constitution, unaided by stat- 
utory law? This very session I took up the laws 
of Kansas, and showed that every other species 
of property known to the land was protected by 
positive statutory legislation in Kansas except 
slave property. Sir, they have got their horse 
code, their cow code, their sheep code, their dry- 
goods code, and their wet-goods'code. They have 
a code of laws for, the protection of everything 
except slave property. To that they have not 
only denied protection by non-action, but they 


1859; and in his speech, which now lies before 
me, he intimated, in tolerably broad terms, that 





sion for the purpose of allowing the Senator from 


tions, all such insinuations are totally and en- 
tirely erroneous. In making that speech, I bad 
the purpose which I avowed at the time. I be- 


| lieved then, as I have believed ever since, and do 
now believe, that statutory law was necessary to 
secure me in the right to slave property in the 
So believing, 1 so enunciated, et || his property. 
to give the Senator from Illinois, or any other 
man, an Opportunity to speak, but to enunciate a 


Territories. 


principle which I believe to be sound, which then, 
and ever since, and new, | have believed to be 
vital to the South. 


So much for that. The Senator from Texas 


have repealed the laws affording it protection, 
and have pronounced penalties, as I said before, 
ainst the master who should undertake to claim 


ow, sir, for this state of things, what is the 
remedy? He says he utterly repudiates my 
remedy; utterly repudiates the idea that Congress 
is to interpose in any direct manner. Then what 
does he prepose? e shall see, sir: 
“< Suppose the people of a Territory ’— 
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says the Senator from Georgia— 


«show themselves unworthy of the performance of their 
duty, whatshail Ido? It is a very easy question.” 


I am very glad the Senator found it so easy. It 
has given some others in the country a great deal 
of trouble: 


«| will pass no slave codes such as the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi fy r. Brown] wants. Why? Because, among other 
things, I should suppose that men who would disregard the 
obligations of the Constitution would disregard a law passed 
in pursuance of it. I do not see how that weuld help the 
business in any way atall. Iwill do as was done in Mr. 
Jefferson’s time, and in Washington’s time, with the peo- 
ple of the Territories. If I find the people in a Territory 
incapable of performing their constitutional functions, | 
will take their government away from them and put itinto 
hands that will do their duty, and wait until honester and 
better men go there before J give them permission to form 
the functions of government. ‘That was done under the 
ordinanee of 1787; that was done in Louisiana in 1803 and 
1804; that was done with all the earlier territorial govern- 
ments. When people in a Territory become vicious, | 
would do as we did in 1856 with Kansas, and take the 
whole business of governing themselves out of their hands— 
take out of their hands the powers of government, because 
they will not obey the fundamental, laws, and put them 
where they are safe.”? 


In plain English, the Senator from Georgia pro- 
poses as a remedy for all these evils, that we 
repeal the congressional charter and reduce the 
people of Kansas, who are evidently disobedient 
to the laws, disregardful of their constitutional 
obligation, toa mere state of dependency upon 


dhe Federal Government. The remedy he sug- 


= is this, if 1 understand him: that the Presi- 


ent, by and with the advice and consent of the | 


Senate, shall send out a Legislative Council, a 
Governor and secretary, and three judges, and 


that they shall make the laws for the Territory. | 


That I take to be, in plain terms, the mode. 

Mr. TOOMBS. One of the modes. 

Mr. BROWN. Now, sir, he says that the 
people of a Territory who have shown that they 
are regardless of their constitutional obligation, 
would not obey an act of Congress. 


to the authority of a Legislative Council, ap- 
noree to rule over them b 


more authority, or any greater power, to enforce 
its edicts than would Congress? 
send out a military force to compel obedience to 
the laws of the Governor and secretary and the 
judges, why not send the same force to compel 
obedience to your laws? I ask the Senator from 
Georgia this question: whether he does not be- 
lieve that the Constitution of the United States is 
in force in Kansas to-day? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWN. He does. Then, sir, does not 
that Constitution guaranty to the people of Kan- 


sas the right of trial by jury; and would he not | 


be compelled as much, under a Jaw enacted by 


his Executive Council, to submit the case-to a jury | 
as I should be under an act of Congress? It 1s in || 
the jury box, I apprehend, that you will find the | 


difficulty in executing your laws. If not, where 
then? Certainly not in the judiciary, when they 


are appointed by a Democratic President and 


Democratic Senate. 

Now, Mr. President, gentlemen tell me that 
or are opposed to my slave code, as they choose 
to denominate it; they are opposed to the propo- 
sition which I have introduced and which I have 
so often and so earnestly, but with very feeble 
ability, advocated to give direct protection to slave 


property in the Territories by congressional ac? 
tion. 


remedy. Why has he not brought it forward? 
He is ready enough to say he will not vote for 
my proposition; he is ready enough to join in 


clamors against the policy which I have proposed | 


to carry out; but he moves nothing practical. 
Does anybody believe that you are to have pro- 
tection to slave property under these resolutions 
that you are passing here? What protection will 
they afford to anybody? Whois to be punished 
under them? They do not wear even the outside 
semblance of law. What I want is a law which 
shall point the man who pilfers my slave propert 

to prison-housesand strong barsand bolts, and tell 
him: “ There, sir, will be your resting place, if 
you steal your neighbor’s ae .”’. It that be 
not sufficient, then I woul int him to the gal- 
lows, and say: ‘*Sir,that will be your end, if you 


Would a | 
people, let me ask the Senator, who habitually | 
disregard the authority of Congress, be obedient | 


the President and | 
Senate? Would your Legislative Council have any | 


1 , no, they will not vote for that! The | 
Senator from Georgia thinks there is gome other |} 
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erty.”’ 

Bat these gentlemen seem to think that the 
negro thieves in the Territories, who spirit away 
slave property by the underground railroad, yr 
be driven away gently as you would drive a flock 
of gentle doves; that you have nothing to do but 
to pass five resolutions, and they willscatter. Sir, 
they will laugh your resolutions to scorn, and go 
on just as they are now. If there be any genuine 
purpose to afford protection to slave property in 
the ecelieslan do it now. All else than this is 
mere moonshine. 


the honorable Senator at the head of the Com- 
mittee on Territories, why it is thata bill of mine, 
introduced ninety days ago, has been permitted 
to lie from that day to this unacted on? Why was 
not the proposition of the Senator from Georgia 
incorporated into it instead of mine? 
some policy of the Senator from Missouri him- 
self? Why has not something been done? 

Mr. GREEN. How long has it been before 


us? 

Mr. BROWN. It has been before you for 
ninety days. 

Mr. GREEN. I think not. 

Mr. BROWN. So you say; but here are stub- 


tee on the 23d of February. 


Mr. GREEN. 
away. 

Mr. BROWN. It was sent to the Clerk’s desk 
at once, and [ suppose the Secretary sent it to the 
committee. 

Mr. GREEN. The committee is not always 
in session. I will say, however, that it has been 
considered twice. 

Mr. BROWN. Here, sir, we are closing the 
sixth month of the session, and nething is done; 


and there is no purpose to do anything. This 
; ; 


day’s proceedings show why it was not done— | 


the gentlemen do not think it necessary to act. It 
would have been better to say so at the beginning; 
simply pass ashort resolution, saying to the coun- 
try: whatever may be your opimions, we do 
not think this slavery question should receive 
action.’’ ‘That would have saved a vast amount 


of Jabor and trouble and toil everywhere. Inever || 


keep not your hands off your neighbor's prop- | 


If there be such a purpose, then I would ask | 





W hy not | 


born facts. The bill was referred to the commit- | 
This is the 24th of || 
May. I think there is an interval of three months. | 
It was not sent to us right | 


could have agreed that it was not necessary; but | 
sull, if the Senate, at an early day in December, |) 
had passed such a resolution, I, of course, would || 


have desisted from all my eflorts, simply protest- 
ing that f thought, notwithstanding the resolution, 


the necessity still existed. Up to to-day | sup- | 
posed it was a general opinion that most Senators | 


believed that some action was necessary—per- 
haps not the action contemplated in my bill, 


perhaps not that indicated by the Senator from | 


Georgia, or that indicated yesterday by the Sena- 
tor from Texas—but something. Now we are 
given to understand that nothing is to be done; 
that really there is no purpose to do anything, 


| except pass these resolutions. 


1 am content to give my vote. I think the south- 
ern people will give me credit for this: that be- 
heving they were entitled to protection, I have 
labored for it with all the zeal and ability that I 
possess. Many think there is no necessity for 
positive action, for positive legislation; and there- 
fore they will not press it. Very well, sir, be it 
so; Lam responsible only for my own conduct, 
and for nobody else’s. 1 act on my own convic- 
tion, and upon nobody else’s. I have done what I 
thought was right, and I leave the consequences 
to take care of themselves. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, I have 





not participated in the long debate which has | 
arisen on these resolutions, because there was a | 


great deal of it which I did not regard as very 


interesting to the country at large,and from which || proceedings in the eall will be dispensed with, 


I was somewhat excluded by the nature of the 
topics which entered into the discussion. I had 


| 
1} 
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_ argued by others; and I must really claim for my- 


\, Self the eredit of adding that my own diffidence 


| prevented me from taking a part in it. IL have 


feared that it might appear to others as if I was 
shrinking from the respénsibility of these ques- 
tions. No such feeling as that ever occupied me; 
but I feel now, withoutany intention of entering 
into this general argument, a disposition to make 
an explanation of my opinions in regard to the 
power of the Territories on the subject of slavery, 
if that must be the topic—always an unpleasant 
one tome; and let me say here at the commence- 
ment, that when the Missouri compromise was re- 


| pealed; when that established line had been the line 


| of peace to this country for years and for years 











Mr. POLK. Mr. President, itis now very late; 
and if the Senator wishes to give his views at all 
at length on this subject, | think it is due to him 
that we should adjourn 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Certainly not at any 
great length, I trust. 

Mr. POLK. I move that we adjourn 

Mr. DAVIS. Unless the Senator from Ken- 
tucky desires to adjourn, I hope we shall go 
through with the resolutions. do not under- 
stand whether the Senator from Kentucky desires 
an adjournment or not. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I would not ask it, Mr. 
President, but 1 am a good deal weary and not 
very well, and have not been well for a day or 
two; but I would not be the cause of delay. 

Mr. POLK. I call for the question on the 
motion to adjourn. " 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspayr, May 24, 1860. 


The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 


CALL OF TIE HOUSE. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. Lobject to the Journal being 
read unless there is a quorum present. 

The SPEAKER. quorum of members is 
not present. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Then I move a call of the 
House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The roll was called, and the following members 
failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Ashley, Ashmore, Avery, 


Bagpsdate, Barrett, Beaic, Bingham, Blake, Bocock, Bon- 


haM™, Bouligny, Boyee, Brabson, Briggs, Brown, Burlin 
game, Burnham, Burroughs, Campbell, Horace f Clark, 
John B. Clark, Clemens, Conkling, Cooper, Corwin, Co- 
vode, Cox, Burton Craige, Curry, Reuben Davis, De Jar- 
nette, Delano, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Ely, English, Farns- 
worth, Fouke, Frank, Garnett, Gilmer, Gooch, Graham, 
Hale, Hall, Haskin, Hatton, Hickman, Hill, Hindman, 


| Hoard, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Williain Kellogg, Kenyon, 


Kunkel, Lamar, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Longnecker, 
Loomis, Love, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, May- 


nard, MeClernand, McRae, Miles, Sydenham Moore, Lsaac 
} , > ? . 


N. Morris, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Peyton, Porter, Pryor, Rey- 


| nolds, Caristopber Robinson, James ©, Robinson, Rust, 
| Scranton, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, Wil- 


liam N. H. Smith, Somes, Spaulding, Stallworth, Stanton, 


| Stevens, Stevenson, Tappan, ‘Tompkins, Train, ‘Trimble, 


Vallandigham, Vance, Vandever, Waldron, Cadwalader 
C. Washburn, Israel Washburn, Whiteley, Wilson, Win- 
dom, Winslow, and Woodson. 


Mr. BURCH stated that his colleague, (Mr. 
Scorr,] and other members of the select commit- 
tee on the Pacific railroad measure, were now in 
session, and would be within the Hall in a short 
time. 

Mr. QUARLES stated that Mr. BarkxspaLe 


|| was confined to his room by sickness. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD stated that Mr. Love and 
Mr. Kenyon were paired off till half past four 


| o’clock this afternoon. 


nothing to do, for instance, with the long*discus- |) 


sion that has taken place in regard to the proceed- | 
nothing |) 


ings of the Charlestonconvention. [ha 


to do with the long argument and vindication and | 
accusation in relation to Mr. Doveras; his trans- | 
gressions or hisorthodoxy; his fidelity to bargains 


made with his political confederates, or his infi- 
delity to them. I had nothing to do with all these | 
questions, and I have said nothing about them, | 
the subject proper for discussion was so ably | 


| 
| 


The SPEAKER. <A quorum of members has 
appeared, and if there be no objection, further 


There being no objection, it was so ordered. 
READING THE JOURNAL. 
The Journal of yesterday was then read and 
approved. 
BUSINESS ON TUE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


Mr. CARTER. I move that the House pro- 
ceed to the business on the Speaker’s table, and 
refer the bills there to the appropriate committees. 

The motion was agreed to, 


The House accordingly proceeded to take up 
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the business on the Speaker’s table, and disposed 
of it as foliows: 

A bill (H. R. No. 228) for the relief of Peay & 
Ayliff, with the Senate amendments—referred to 
the Committee on the Pdet Office and Post Roads. 

A bill (H. R. No, 239) for the relief of George 
F’. Brott, with a Senate amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to dispose of that bill now. It | 


is a private bill, and I trust nobody will object. 
There being no objection, the question was on 
the Senate amendment, as follows: 


After the word * therefor,” add: “ Provided, That said 
entry shali in no wise interiere with or embrace any land to 
which there is a valid subsisting claim under the preémp 
tion laws of the United States ;”’ so thatthe bill will read: 

That George F. Brot be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
enter the following described lands, to wit: Lots numbered 
1, 2, 3, and 4, and the southwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter, and west half of southwest quarter of fractional 
section thirteen; and the south half of the northeast quar- 
ter, and the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter, and 
the east half of the southeast quarter of section number 
fourteen; and the east half of the northeast quarter ot 
section number twenty-three, and lot No. 1, in section 
twenty-four, allin township number one hundred and twen 
ty-four north, of range number twenty-cight west, in the 
district of lands subject to sale at the land office at St. Cloud, 
Minnesota ; said tracts containing five huadred and sixty- 
two and twenty hundredths acres, upon the payment by the 
snid Brottof the usual minimum of §! 25 per acre therefor: 
Provided, &c. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


An act (H. R. No. 523) extending the charter | 
os the German Benevolent Society of | 


Washington city, in the District of Columbia, 
approved July 27, 1842, with Senate amend- 
ments—referred to the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, 


The following Senate bills were cee read | 


a first and second time, and referred as indicated 
below: 

A bill (No. 43) for the relief of Solomon Wads- 
worth—to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill (No. 385) to incorporate the proprietors 
of Prospect Hill Cemetery—to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 

A bill (No. 426) to dissolve the Washington's 


Manual Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum | 


Society in the District of Columbia—to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, 

A bill (No. 202) to reimburse the corporation 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, asum 


of money advanced towards the construction of || 


the Little Falls bridge—to the Committee for the | 


District of Columbia. 

BUSINESS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIAg 

Mr. CARTER. I desire to ask the House to 
set apart some day for the consideration of the 
business of the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER. 
some day? 

Mr. CARTER. Say next Saturday. 

Mr. McPHERSON. 1 must object to that, 
Saturday is private bill day, and objection day. 

Mr. CARTER. I am not particular about the 
day. I will take any day gentlemen choose. 

Mr. BRANCH. I have no objection to Fri- 
day or Saturday, but I must object to any other 


Will the gentleman name 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


day. 
Nir. McPHERSON. I object to Friday or || 


Saturday. 
The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to 
making the business of the District of Columbia 
the special order for Saturday next? 
Mr. TAPPAN. I object. 


day, and objection day. 


It is private bill || 


Mr. BRANCH. Well, Friday of next week | 


is not objection day; and we all know that no 
business is ever done on private bill days which 
are not objection days, 

Mr. TAPPAN. | object to taking any private 
bill day. 

Mr. BRANCH. I must object to any day be- 
ing taken but a private bill day. 

Mr. CARTER, I will name Tuesday of next 
week, 

Mr. BRANCH. I object. 
to any Friday or Saturday. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 suggest to 
the gentleman from New York that he should 
name Saturday of the week after next. The 
next two Fridays and Saturdays are objeetion 


days. 

Me CARTER. That would bring it to the end 
of the session, when it would be impossible that 
the business could be transacted. 


I will not object 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i 
i 
| 


i 


| 
| 


| 





Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. Take Friday 
next. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object to that. 

Mr. BRANCH. Take some Friday that is not 
objection day. 

Mr. PHELPS. Say Friday of next week. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I object to that. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. I call for the 
regular order of business. ? 

‘he SPEAKER. [It is very desirable that a 
day should be fixed for the consideration of the 
business of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. COBB. You can give him the floor on 
Monday, and he can move to suspend the rules. 
Mr. CARTER. It makes no difference to me 
what day is selected. 
The SPEAKER. 
any day. 
THE FORTIFICATION BILL. 


Mr. STANTON. Some time since, I moved 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill (H. R. 
No, 217) making appropriations for the construc- 
tion, preservation, and repairs of certain fortifi- 
cations, and other works of defense, for the year 
ending June 30, 1861, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. I 
now wish to withdraw that motion. 

The motion was withdrawn. 


GUARDIAN SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON. 
Mr. CARTER, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, re- 


ported a bill to incorporate the Guardian Society 
for the Reform of Juvenile Offenders in the Dis- 


Objection has been made to 


_ trict of Columbia; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 


AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. CARTER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to incorporate the Pharmaceutical 
Association in Washington city, in the District 
of Columbia; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


RAILWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. HUGHES, by unanimous consent, from 
the same committee, reported from the minority 
of the committee a bill to authorize the construc- 


tion of railways in the cities of Washington and 


Georgetown, and the extension, construction, and 
use of the Metropolitan railroad into and within 
the District of Columbia, accompanied by the 
views of the minority; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to-the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 


Mr. HUGHES also, by unanimous consent, 
from the minority ofthe same committee, reported 
a bill to appropriate annually, for ten years, the 
sum of $20,000 for erecting a monument to George 
Washington at the seat of the Federal Govern- 
ment; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and, with the accompanying 
views of the minority, ordered to be printed. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act 
making an appropriation for the construction of 
certain military roads in the Territory of Wash- 
ington, and an act for the relief of Aseaath M. 
Elliott, widow of Captain Edward G. Elliott; 
when the Speaker signed the same. 


TOTAL ABSTINENCE ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. BARR, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a_ bill incorporating 
the Catholic Beneficial Total Abstinence Associ- 


_ ation of the District of Columbia; which was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

PURCHASE OF COAL, 


Mr. MORSE, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill to 
earry into effect a conditional contract for the pur- 
chase of coal; which was read a first and second 
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time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. : 

Ir. SEDGWICK submitted the views of g 
minority of the committee on said bill; which 
were also ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRANCH moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE PARAGUAY EXPEDITION. 


| Mr. HATTON. I am instructed by the Com. 


mittee on the Expenditures of the Navy Depart- 
ment, to report to the House a communication 
| from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting to 
said committee certain papers touching the ex. 
penses of the late expedition to Paraguay, with 
a request that they may be printed and referred 
back to said committee; and the committee are 
unanimous in their desire that the request may 
| be granted by the House. 

lt was so ordered. 


PAVING OF PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 


Mr. EDGERTON, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee for the District of Columbia, re- 
ported back, with areccommendation that it do not 
pass, a bill (H.R. No. 755) to authorize the Sec- 
retary of War to contract for the paving of a por- 
tion of Pennsylvania avenue; which was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


ADVERSE REPORT. 


Mr. EDGERTON, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the memorial of the 





officers of the Washington navy-yard; which was 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


| DANIEL NIPPES. 
| 


On motion of Mr. VERREE, the Committee 
of the Whole House was discharged from the fur- 
therconsideration of adverse report of the Court of 
Claims No. 254, on the petition of Daniel Nippes; 
and the same was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. ~ 


CHARGES AGAINST WARD P. BURNETT. 


Mr. DAILY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution: 


Rssolved, That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby 
requested to furnish to this House a copy of the charges 
against Ward P. Burnett, surveyor general of Kansas and 
Nebraska, together with copies of all the evidence apper- 
taining to said case, and the decisions of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, the Secretary of the Interior, 
and the President of the United States. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD objected. 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. STOKES asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means, to 
whom was referred a bill to regulate the compensation of 
members of Congress, be, and they are hereby, instructed 
to report the same to this House. 


Mr. PHELPS objected. 
TRANSPORTATION OF MAILS. 


Mr. BRANCH, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for one additional class of railroads for the transporta- 
tion of the mails; which class shall receive a compensa- 
tion not exceeding $150 per mile; and that the committee 
have power to report by bill or otherwise. 

> 


ALEXANDRIA AND HAMPSHIRE RAILROAD. 


Mr. CARTER, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported back Senate bil! 
No. 64, to authorize the extension of the Alex- 
andria, Loudoun, and Hampshire railroad to the 
city of Washington, with amendments; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the State of the Union, and, with the amend- 
ments, ordered to be printed. 


POTOMAC FISHERIES. 

Mr. CARTER, from the same committee, re- 
ported back Senate bill No. 369, for the protec 
tion of the fisheries n the ‘Potomac river, 
the District of Columbia, with the recommenda- 
tion that it do not . 

The bill was laid on the table. 
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8T. LOUIS ARSENAL. 


Mr. BARRETT. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to discharge the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union from the 
further consideration of House bill No. 132, to 
remove the United States arsenal from the city of 
St. Louis, and to establish the same, together 
with a national armory, at Jefferson Barracks, 

with the view of putting it on its passage. 


Mr. COVODE. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tivn. 
Mir. BARRETT. If the gentleman will allow 


me to make a single statement, I think he wil! be 
satisfied with this bill, which proposes to put into 
the Treasury of this Government from three to 
five hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. COVODE. Iam not objecting to your 
bill. I rose in reference to another matter. 

Mr. BARRETT. This bill is to remove the 
arsenal from the city of St. Louis, where it is 
a nuisance, and to establish it at Jefferson Bar- 
racks, only nine miles from the city, where the 
land is owned by the Government. The arsenal 
is now in the city, surrounded by houses and 
people. The magazine there may explode at any 
moment. There is a constant apprehension that 
it will explode. The memorial in favor of its 
removal is signed by, I suppose, six thousand 
persons. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
know if its removal is recommended by the War 
Department. 

Mr. BARRETT. It is recommended, and has 
been for a long time, by every military officer con- 
nected with the establishment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
mended by the Secretary of War? 

Mr. BARRETT, Itis. 

The bill was read, 

Mr. CURRY. I desire to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs whether 
this bill establishes an armory at Jefferson Bar- 
racks? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It is already 
established. 

Mr. BOTELER. Ireported this bill under the 
direction of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and [ say, in answer to the inquiry of the gentle- 
man from Alabama, that the bill does not estab- 
lish an armory at Jefferson Barracks. We have 
expressly guarded against it. 

Ir. CURRY. I ask the gentleman if the sole 
object of the bill is to provide for the removal of 
the arsenal from St. Louis to Jefferson Barracks? 

Mr. BOTELER. Thatis all. I will say that 
there is a report accompanying the bill which will 
give gentlemen all the information they desire. I 

k that the report may be read. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the con- 
sideration of the bill at this time? 

Mr. DELANO. [I object, until the report shall 
have been reed. 

Mr. STANTON. The gentleman would not 
object if he understood the facts. 

r. SHERMAN. Objection having been 
made, I call for the regular order of business. 
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. COVODE. I rise to a question of privilege. 
1 am instructed by the committee of which 1 am 
chairman to ask permission for them to sit dur- 
ing the sessions of the House. 

r. WINSLOW. I object. 

Mr. COVODE. I submit the motion, then, as 
a question of privilége, and demand the previous 
question on it. 

The SPEAKER. The motion, in the opinion 
of the Chair, is not in order at this time, if ob- 
jection be made, for the reason that the main ques- 


tion has been grdered on the general appropria- 
tion bill. 


Is it recom- 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, re reported as correctly enrolled an act 
to increase and regulate the pay of the Navy of 
the United States; when the Speaker signed the 
same. 

CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then to the considera- 
tion of the bill making appropriations for sundry 
civil ex ares ne eoprenment m v- reer 
ending June 30, 1 yesterday repo rom the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
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with amendments, on which the main question 
had been ordered. 

First amendment: 

After line forty-six, insert: 

To enable the + Secretary of the Treasury to fit up ready 
for the occupancy of the postmaster and his force the neces- 
sary rooms in the custom-house building at New Orleans ; 
that is, one half of the first floor, old levee front, designed 
for the post office department, ‘according to the original 
design, $20,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Second amendment: 

After line fifty-one, insert as follows: 

For a Sep of custom-house in the city of Baltimore, 
$15,000 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Third amendment: 

After line ninety-nine, insert: 

For maintenance of vessel provided for by act of Au- 
gust 18, 1856, for inspection and transportation purposes, 
$30,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Fourth amendment: 

At the end of line one hundred and seven, insert: 

For protection of piers, and beacon-lights on piers, at 
Cleveland, Ohio, $8, 

And for the protection of piers, and beacon-lights on 
piers, at Fairport, Ohio, $5,000. 


Mr. BRANCH. [ask for the yeas and nays 
upon that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 11], nays 64; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Charlies F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, 
William C. Anderson, Babbitt, Bingham, ‘Blair, Blake, 
Boteler, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Burnham, 
Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Clark B.Coch- 
rane, Colfax, Coukling, ( lovode, Cox, C urtis, Dawes, De- 
lano, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, 
Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, 
Grow, Gurley, Hale, J. Morrison Ilarris, Hatton, Helimick, 
Hoard, Wiliiam Howard, William A. Howard, liumphrey, 
flutehins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kulgore, 
Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Marston, Charles D. Martin, McKean, McKnight, 
McPherson, Millward, Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, 
Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Potter, Pottle, Rice, Christopher 
Robinson, Rbyce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spauld- 
ing, Spinne r, Stanton, William Stew art, Stout, Stratton, 
Tappan, ‘Thayer, Theaker, Train, Trimble, Van Wyck, 
Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Israel W ashburn, Webster, Wells, Windom, Wood, and 
Woodrufl—111. 

NAYS—Mersrs. Green Adains, Ashinore, Avery, Beale, 
Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Burnett, John 
B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, James Craig, Burton Craige, 
Crawford, Davidson, Join G. Davis, De Jarnette, Kd- 
mundson, Florence, Gartreil, Gilmer, Lardeman, John T. 
Harris, Hawkins, Holman, Houston, ‘Hughes, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Landrum, James M. Leach, Maclay, Maynard, 
Miles, Mitison, Laban ‘I’. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Nel- 
son, Niblack, Noell, Peyton, Pheips, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, 
Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, Simms, 
Singleton, William Smith, William N. i. Sinith, Stall- 
worth, Stevenson, James’ A. Stewart, Stokes, ‘Thomas, 
Underwood, Vance, and Wright—64. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. McQUEEN stated that he had paired for 
the day with Mr. Vanpever, who had never re- 
fused to pair when a friend of his was unwell. 

Mr. PENDLETON stated that Mr. Vauuan- 
DIGHAM Was absent from the city, and had paired 
with Mr. Corwin. 

Mr. DUNN stated that he had paired with Mr. 
Davis, of Mississippi, on this vote. 

Mr. WADE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Fifth amendment: 


After line one hundred and thirty-three, insert: 

For fitting up the Speaker’s room, the Sergeant-at-Arms’ 
room, the old Hall of the House of Represeutatives, and 
the passage-way on the east side of said Hail, and the 
<s000 gallery, for the use of the library of the House, 
gs 


Mr. PERRY. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BRANCH. Yes; let us have the yeas and 
nays upon that amendment, to see if the House, 
for so insignificant a matier as that, will destroy 
the most interesting part of this Capitol, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinois. I desire to 
inquire if it is intended to destroy the old Speak- 
er’s room? 

Mr. KILGORE. That is the intention. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois. I am op- 
posed to that. That room is replete with sacred 
associations. It was occupied by Adams when 
he died, and I object to destroying the room. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 










| caitialaihaaiasdidiatatiee ten mhinhethendenlanednation. sofabed dk USNs GR ik amendment : ig 


| 
Strike out in lines one hundred and forty- twa, ae ane — 
| dred and forty-three, and one hundred and 

| following words : “ Bridge and High streets in meee 
| Four-and-a-half, Seventh and Twellth etree Secitwane the 
| Malt, forty-seven,” and insert in lieu ‘norco tie 
| a thirty ;’’ so that the clause shall read: 
For lighting the Capitol and President's Howse, the 
| lic grounds around them and around the executive 
and Pennsylvania avenue, $30,000 


| 
| The amendment was agreed to. 


Seventh amendment: 


After line one bundred and fifty-eight, heerts 
For seats of wood in the Smithsonian grounds, $100, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Eighth amendment: 


In line one hundred and ninety-three ‘strike’ oft hie 
| thousand,” and insert ** sixty thousand ACTER Ram 
| thereto; sothat the clause shall read: 

For collection of agricuitural ctntioting, forages) for 
promoting agriculture and rural economy ee th 

| ment of cuttings and i vided, ho Steer, 

That in the expenditure of this appro omy id pea 

| hor 

in the selection of cuttings and seeds for aioe praia 

regard shall be had tor purposes of general. eultiva on lon 34 
| the encouragement of the agricultural and rorat tayereses 


| | all parts of the Union. 
I hope gefttletnen' will give us 


| Mr. RUFFIN. 

| the yeas and nays on that antéendment.' 
The yeas and nays were not ‘een 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Ninth amendment: ig 

From the clause “ For United States a 
$500,000,” strike out * five” anid | insert “ a ‘pn 
thereto the following proviso : 
Provided, That no part of the’ van shalt ud applied to 


| paintings or statuary. 
daeiaary butbmni ted a 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
| motion to strike out i whole am and I Ae 
ose that motion should be put 

The SPEAKER. The Chai thi kita 

| to perfect the clause before’ the, moti on to sul 

out is put. 

| Mr. FLORENCE. -All friends to the! protes 
tion of American industry ought to keep the 


clause in. 
The amendment was agretd to. 


| The question being put, “upon, the ppepdmpae 
of Mr. Suerman, to strike out the whale. cl ause 
as amended, it was agreed to. ° 


Wis 








| Tenth amendment;.,; i 
|| Strike out from lines: two enteel and thinty- awe find 
| two hundred and thirty-six the words: * For exteneian ot 
| General Post Office, $70,000.” if] 
| Mr. PHELPS, tick will, sa that, eed app 
| ation is barely sufficient, td, vy h the Post.O "Ss 
| It is a small sum. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. That will hardly finish the 
building. i 
| Mr. PHELPS,, tt will by susicienty pus 
| such a condition that it can be used 
The amendment.was.not agreed to; |< - I 
Mr. LOVEIOT kcal: for oiien upon on 
amendment. . |\« 
The SPEAKER... The. dalicomes too’ lee. 
Eleventh arrendment!” 1° “i 
After line two tandred and’ ay en 
For the completion pf-tlie a cies of tibiae 


Territory, $30;000:, Proviited, Thavvo: rof the money 


hereby appropriated stiall be expended til), lie 
Detter dtee lop the Oe completion or th ue ae 
publie service, forthe 
been prepared, submitted and a approve ad 
the Treasurys ij290 p gnors i T ye bev 

Mr. CRAIG yof Migouris Bdeshebees sal 


whether any of the public authorities here have 
estimated forithis: money? )!1 débiré! to say that 
the people of: Nebraska,/¥o fat'ad Ty understand, 
do not desiré this money: fori this purpdse) .!/ 
Mr. RUFFIN« xb object:torthis Amehtiments : 
Mr. CRAIG, of Misséari.. I desire! to:aski the 
Delegate from that ‘Térsifory:ifche will stand! up 
here and say that his more want this?yxo1 
Mr.. WARED waren. ipneetiio 
debate. |: Leone > AMATO al 
The SPEAKER. : “Debate ie nétin order.) 
Me. CLARK, of an oe fam astonished at 
my. .colleague’s ow, wher 
— copented Sommiltonot tbe House (cies 
of 4 Qmestian!’’..\$ Questiont?"}ii (hbo 01 
MreMAYNARD. «:t:wouldilike to know: if 
theré 4s any assurance thatthe eapital of Nebras- 


ka will contmue at the: int’ proposed. 
The question-was ‘taken; and: the amendment 
was: rejected... mil aiiaew oli of ab 


‘The question: being -otdering the: bil to be 
engrossed for athind enhind sodslinig di aid J10°4 
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rule of the House, | call fora separate vote on || 


the second section of the bill. 1 am aware that the | 
construction put.upon that rule is, that it does | 
not include light-houses. I make thisdemand on 
the ground that the second section of the bill 
makes an appropriation, not for a light-house, 
but for a river and harbor improvement; and Iam 
entitled to a separate vote on the section under 
the 151st rule. ‘The pier for which this appropri- 
ation is made was erected for the protection of 
the harbor of Oswego. ‘There is a breach in it, 
which it is proposed to repair, on the pretense 
that it is necessary to enable the keeper to*reach | 
the light-house. Itis proposed to appropriate 

$30,000 for that purpose. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is debate in order while the | 
previous question is pending ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina will state his proposition. 

Mr. BRANCH. That is my point of order. 
I know that it is not in order to debate it. I call 
for a separate vote on the second section, under 
the 151st rule. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Am [at liberty to state that 
no appropriation is contained in the second sec- 
tion? 

Mr. BRANCH. IfIam notat liberty tomake 
a statement, neither is the gentleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the case before the House does not come 
within the rule. This is not a case relating to in- 
ternal improvements in the sense of that rule. 
The Chair, therefore, decides against the point of | 
order raised by the gentleman from North Caro- | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read | 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- | 
ingly read the third time. | 
Mi. SHERMAN moved the previous question | 


on the passage of the bill. 1] 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. 
‘he yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. THOMAS. I move to lay the bill on the 
table. | 
‘The motion was not agreed to. 
The question was taken; and the bill was | 
assed. 
Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


PACIFIC TELEGRAPH BILL. 
Mr. COLFAX. I call for the regular order of 


business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 
ness is the call of committees for bills. The first 
question is the Pacific telegraph bill, reported by 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Corrax,] on | 
which the previous question has been demanded. | 

Mr. COLFAX, My colleague on the Post 
Office Committee [Mr. Attey] authorizes me to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question, 
which I will renew. The Post Office Committee 
hada meeting this morning, and have unanimously 
instructed me—— 

Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of order. | 
Is not the demand for the previous question pend- | 
ing? 

Mr, COLFAX. It is withdrawn. 

Mr. BURNETT. Who withdrew it? 

Mr. COLFAX. I was authorized by my col- | 
league (Mr. Atiey] to withdraw it. 

Mr. BURNETT. My dear sir, you cannot | 
withdraw the demand for the previous question 
by proxy. 

Mr, ALLEY. 

Mr. COLFAX. The Committee on the Post 


this morning, to restore this bill, so far as the | 


point of ——— is concerned, to its original | 


condition. They have unanimously instructed 
me to modify the bill, so that the pomt of depart- 


ure shall be on the western line of the State of || 


Missouri; and that the cost of a me of ten 
words, from there to San Francisco, shall be 
three dollars. There are two telegraph lines now 
from St. Louis to the western line of Missouri 
ene northwest to St. Joseph, and the other south- 
west to Fort Smith, m Arkansas. This is the 


Mr. BRANCH. Mr. Speaker, under the 151st | 


|, affected by sterms. 


|! under ever 


| Mr. COLFAX. The House referred this bill 


} 
. i} 
I withdraw the demand. \| 
|| ‘To advertise for sealed proposals, to be received for 
| sixty days after the passage of this act, and the fulfillment 


Office and Post Roads unanimously instructed me, | of which shall be guarantied by responsible parties, as in 





only change proposed to be made in the bill. The 
roposition of the genteman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Seuseee) is, to let the line to the lowest bidder. 
I was, myself, originally in favor of that propo- 
| sition; but my judgment became convinced that, 
if we were to have a telegraph to the Pacific, it 
| was not the best pian to give it to the lowest bid- 
| der, and for these reasons: 


‘| In the first place, the corporators must have 


| large capital to build this line, because there are 


|| two thousand miles of it to cross an unsettled 


| country; and it will cost a great deal to guard it 


against the Indians and to keep in order when 
The committee estimated 

that it would cost the company $150,000 a year 

to keep the line in order; the corporators them- 
| selves estimate the cost at §200,000 a year. In 
| the second place, these corporators have, rightly 
or wrongly, control of the patents; an‘] if the line 
is to be built at all, it must be built by them. If 
it was to be given to the lowest bidder, I should 
fear the result; and as I am very anxious to have 
a railroad communication to the Pacific, I have 
no desire to throw any obstacle in the way. The 


|| Postmaster General let the carrying of the mails 


| from New York:to San Francisco to the lowest 
bidder, and a Mr. Johnson got the contract at 
$160,000 a year; but when he came to enter into 
bonds, it was found that he had no steamers and 
no capital, and the whole contract fell through, 
and somebody else had to carry the mails. ° 


The 
contract was finally given to Mr. Vanderbilt at 
$25,000 a year more than Johnson’s contract. I 
| very much fear that if we were to give out this 


|| telegraph line to the lowest bidder, we would 
lina. i 


have the same sort of expericnce. We would re- 
| ceive bids from men of straw, who have no money 
and no control of capital; and therefore the work 
would be postponed still turther. 

Mr. BURNETT. Ifthe gentleman will exam- 
| ine the provisions of my amendment, he will find 
| that the bids are to be guarantied by responsible 
names. 


i] 
| Mr. COLFAX. Yes; and so were the bids for 


the California mail steamship line; and yet the 
Postmaster General thought there was no use in 
| holding Johnson’s sureties responsible. 

Mr. FLORENCE. And that is the practice 
contract with the Government. 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. We have passed upon it, and have pro- 
posed a reduction. I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I want theamendment reported 
before the previous question is seconded. 
| The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the 
| modification that has been made. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 
| Strike out the words ‘from some point or points west 
| of the Mississippi river,” and insert ** some point or points 
on the west line of the State of Missouri.’’ 

Mr. COLFAX. That amendment is fixing the 
starting point of the line. 

Mr. REAGAN. As the gentleman from Indi- 


ana proposes to strike out the words inserted on 





‘| my motion, | hope the Flouse will allow mea word. 
|| Mr. COLFAX. 


I must insist on my demand 
| for the previous question. We ought to dispose 
of this bill this morning. It is standing in the 
way of other business. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question recurred on Mr. Burnetr’s first 
amendment to the substitute of the Committee on 
| the Post Office and Post Roads, as follows: 


Strike out the words, “to contract with Zenas Barnum, 
Thomas R, Walker, John H. Berryhill, Hiram Sibley, Nor- 
vin Green, John D. Caton, Frederick A. Bee, Charles M. 
Stebbins, and James S. Graham, or their assigns, or a ma- 


insert the following: 


the case of bids for mail contracts. 
Mr. BURNETT demanded tellers. 
Teilers were ordered; and Messrs. Granam 
| and Noert were appointed. 
The House divide 
ayes 75, hoes 63. 
Mr. MARSTON demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 93, nays 82; as follows: 
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jority of said contractors or assigns ;”’ and in lieu thereof 


ed; and the teers reported— 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, 
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| Avery, Barr, Beale, Biair, Bocock, Bonham 
Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burnett, 
Campbell, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb’ 
Cox, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, John G. Davis, De 


Roteler, 
Burnham 


Jarnette, Edmundson, Etheridge, Ferry, Fouke Gartre}} 
Graham, Hardeman, Joha 'T. Harris, Hatton, Hawking’ 
Hoard, Holman, Houston, William A. Howard, Hughes’ 
Jackson, Jenkins, Keitt, Kilgore, Landrum, DeWitt ¢’ 
Leach, James M. Leach, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Ma}. 
lory, Maynard, McKnight, McPherson, Miles, Montgem- 
ery, Sydenham Moore, Morrill, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack 
Pendleton, Peyton, Pottle, Pyor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, 
Riggs, James C. Robinson, Royce, Ruffin Schwartz’ 
Simms, Singleton, William Smith, William N. H. Smith’ 
Stallworth, Stanton, Stevenson, Stokes, Taylor, Thayer, 
Theaker, Thomas, Underwood, Van Wyck, Verree, Waj. 
dron, Walton, Winslow. and Wright—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Aq- 
rain, Ailey, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Barrett, 
Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Burch, Butterfield, Carey, Car. 
er, Case, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, James Craig, Curtis 
Davidson, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot. 
Ely, Florence, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Grow, Gur. 
ley, Hate, Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, Helmick, William 
Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W, 
Kellogg, Killinger, Lee, Longnecker, Marston, Charlies D, 
| Martin, McKean, Millward, Laban ‘I’. Moore, Moorhead, 

Nixon, Noell, Olin, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Potter, Rice, 
Christopher Robinson, Scott, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sher- 
man, Spinner, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, Stout, 
Tappan, Train, Trimble, Wade, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Webster, Wells, Windom, and Wood- 
ruff—é82. ‘ 

So the amendment to the substitute was agreed 
to. . 

During the vote, 

Mr. CAMPBELL stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Hickman, was obliged to leave the House 
because of illness. 

Mr. SINGLETON stated that his colleagues, 
Messrs. Davis and BarkspDALe, were detained 
from the House by sickness; and that his col- 
league, Governor McRaeg, was absent, having 
received intelligence of the death of his son. 

Mr. DUNN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
| Winsen, was paired with Mr. Martin, of Vir- 
ginia. 
| Mr.STALLWORTH stated that Mr. Mu- 
sON was absent on business of the House. 

Mr. SPAULDING stated that he was paired 
with Mr. Gannett. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. ; 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The remaining amendments, moved by Mr. 
Burnett to the substitute, were read, as follows: 

Second amendment: 

Strike out the words “fat an annual rate of compensa- 
tion not exceding $40,000 ;”’ and in lieu thereof, insert the 
following: 

And shall award the contract to the lowest responsible 
bidder or bidders, provided such proffer does not require 
a larger amount per year from the United States than 
240,000. 7 

Third amendment: 

Add after the word “ parties ”’ the words ** to whom said 
| contract may be awarded.”’ 

Fourth amendment: 

Add: 

| And provided further, That Congress shall at any time 
| have the right to alter or amend this act. 

Mr. COLFAX. The adoption ofthose amend- 
ments are necessary to make the substitute sym- 
metrical, the first amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky having already been incorporated. 

Mr. BURNETT. SPhe amendments just read 
must be adopted to make the substitute conform 
to the first section of the substitute as it has been 
amended. 

Mr. COLFAX. I suggest that the amendments 
be voted on en masse. 

The SPEAKER. That will be done, if there 
be no objection. 

There was no objection. . 
| The question was taken; and the amendments 
|| were agreed to. 
|| Mr. ‘BURN ETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendments were agreed to; and 
a moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move that the bill be laid 


upon the table, 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I ask that the 
substitute, as amended, be read, 

The Clerk read the substitute, as amended. 

Mr, HOWARD, of Michigan. Has the morn- 
ing hour expired? 
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Mr. COLFAX. If it had the gentleman could | 
not get this question from before the House, be- | 
cause we are operating under the previous ques- | 

n. 
am REAGAN. How does thesubstitute stand | 
in respect to the initial point of this line? 

Mr. COLFAX. If stands as it was modified | 
this morning by the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads. The modification was read but | 
a few moments ago. 

Mr. REAGAN, My amendment was yester- 
day accepted by the chairman of the Committe 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. It was adopted | 
by the House and incorporated as a part of the | 
bill. How, then, ean the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads come in here now and | 
supersede that action of the House? 

Mr. COLFAX. The rules provide that we | 
have a right to modify our proposition before the 

uestion is taken on it. I Jhave already stated 
that we withdrew our acceptance of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Texas as a modifica- 
tion of our proposition. We had the right to do 


80. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 1s this discussion 
in order? 

The SPEKER. It is not. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I insist on my motion to | 
lay upon the table. | 
r. BURNETT demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. REAGAN. I make this point of order: 
yesterday my amendment was ao by the 
gentleman having charge of this bill. It proposed | 
to strike out St. Joseph as the starting place of 
the line, and to substitute for it any point on the 
west bank of the Mississippi river. The amend- 
ment, as | have said, was accepted and adopted as 





the action of the House. Now the gentleman 
comes in and states that the acceptance of my 
amendment is withdrawn. The point I make is 
that the committee have no right to change the 
action of the House. I understand that the gen- 
tleman from Indiana did propose to strike out the 
amendment adopted yesterday on my motion. If 
I had heard him, I would certainly have objected 
to it. I insist that my amendment cannot be taken 
out of the bill. ] 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. There was no vote 
taken on the gentleman’s amendment, but it was | 
merely accepted as a modification by the gentle- | 
man from Indtana. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
committee had the right this morning to modify 
their substitute in any way they desired. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move my amendment now. 

The SPEAKER. it is not in order, the main 
question having been ordered. 

The question was taken, and the substitute, as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
read a third time, and it was accordingly read the 
third time. 

_Mr. COLFAX demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. BURNETT demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were aetered. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. What is the 
price of messages fixed by the bill? 

‘Mr. COLFAX. Three dollars a single mes- 





| 
| 
| 


e. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. Is not that em- 
braced in the scope of competition? 

Mr. COLFAX. It is not. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. It ought to be. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 10], nays 73; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, Babbitt, Barrett, Bing 
Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, 

» Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, Case, Horace F. 
Clark, John B. Clark, John Cochrane, Colfax, Covode, 
wars, Eile, Ely: Ferry Plorenee, Fosters Frat, French, 
s, Eliot, Ely, Ferry rence, Foster, Frank, French, 
Gooch, . Grow, Gurl , Hale, Hamilton, J. Morrison 
Harris, Helmiek, William Howard, William A. Howard, 
Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Mallory, 
Marston, Charles D. Martin, McKean, McKnight, Moor- 
bead, Morrill, Morse, Nixon, Noell, Olin, Pendleton, Perry, 
Peutit, Phelps, Potter, Pottle, Rice, pher Robinson, 
Sale ay re bnee, Tatler Thaven Tats 
tout, Stratton aylor, er. 
Trimble, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Eling B. Washburne, 
Webster, Windom, Wood, and —10 . 












better course. 


NAYS—Messrs. William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, || 
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Beale, Bocock, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burnett, | 


Clopton, Cobb, Conkling, Cox, Burton Craige, Crawford, 


Curry, Davidson, H.Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Edmund- | 


son, Etheridge, Fenton, Gartrel!, Gilmer, Hardeman, John 
T. Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Hoard, Holman, Houston, Jack- 
son, Jenkins, Keitt, Killinger, Landrum, James 


Niblack, Peyton, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Reynolds, 


Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Schwartz, Simms, | 


M. Leach, | 
Lovejoy, Maclay, Maynard, McPherson, Miles, Millward, 
Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, || 


| 
| 


Singleton, Wiliiam N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, | 


James A. Stewart, Stokes, Thomas, Underwood, Vance, || 
|} Van Wyck, Wells, Winslow, and Wright—73. 


So the bill was passe. 


During the vote, 

Mr. COLFAX stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Porter, was paired with Mr. Leake until Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr. FRENCH stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Somes, was paired for the day with Mr. Haw- 
KINS. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, not being present 
when his name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, stated, that if al- 
lowed to vote, he would have voted in the negative. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 


which the bill was passed; and also moved that | 


the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
EXPENDITURES IN THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to make a re- 


t ’ i » Kxne i 8 in 1} - . ¢ 3" 
port from the Committee on the Expenditure |, satisfactorily to the individual members, and can 


the War Department; which I do at the request 
of a member who is absent. The report is in 
reference to expenditures in that Department. 
There was no objection; and the report was 
received, laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 
PACIFICO RAILROAD. 


The SPEAKER. The question now before the 
House is the report of the select committee on 
the Pacific railroad question; and on that ques- 
tion the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Curtis] is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, my desire is that 
there shall be a fair opportunity, not only for 
amendment, butdiscussion. The committee of six- 
teen members on the subject of a Pacific railroad, 
raised on the 5th of April ultimo, after much toil, 
and with anearnest desire to arrive at a satisfac- 
tory result, have directed me to report House bill 
No. 646, to secure contracts and make provision 
for the safe, certain, and more speedy transpor- 
tation, by railroad, of mails, troops, munitions of 
war, military and naval stores, between the At- 
lantit States and those of the Pacific, and for other 
purposes. 

Before I proceed to present some remarks on 
the subject, I ask that the Clerk read the bill, in 
order to place it on the records of the Globe, and 
thus make it convenient for future reference. 

The Clerk read the bill in extenso. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to offeran amend- 
ment to the bill. F 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Hasxiw in 
the chair.) The gentleman from Lowa is entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I ask the gentleman from 
Iowa to give way to me. 

Mr. CURTIS. I would prefer that the gentle- 
man should wait until I present the matter to the 
House in a brief speech; and then the amend- 
ments can come in. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Lhope the gentleman from 
Iowa will allow this matter to be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
where all these amendments can be presented. 

Mr. CURTIS. I understand that, under the 
new rule, we can proceed just as successfully to 
consider and amend the bill, section by section, in 
the House, as we could do in the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
therefore, to keep the matter before the House. 
I'am advised by my friends that that will be the 
hope gentlemen will agree that the 
bill shall remain in the House. We caif discuss 
it all day to-day, and proceed with it from day to 
re we can come to a determination upon it. 

he SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from lowa will proceed. 


Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, there is a uni- 
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| course he 
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versal agreement upon the subject of a Pacific 








| railroad. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would like to 
make a suggestion to the gentleman, without tak- 
ing up his time. 

Ir.CURTIS. I hope the gentleman will first 
allow me to finish a paragraph in my speech. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. My object is to got 
al] these propositions before the House. 

Mr. CURTIS. I have already replied to that 
suggestion, and I think I have done so with due 
courtesy. I am willing that the whole matter 
shall come before the House; but I tell the gen- 
tleman that there will be many amendments of- 
fered, and if they are all read now, gentlemen will 
get weary, retire from the Hall, and I shall have 
no audience. 

Mr. HAMILTON. My proposition to the gen- 
tleman from lowais, that we go intothe Committce 


_of the Whole on the state of the Union, where all 
_ the amendments ean be presented, and all the dif- 
ferent bills and propositions can be considered at 


the same time. There is no gentleman who de- 
sires to discuss this question who does not want 
to have all the propositions before him. If the 


‘ ; || gentleman presents one single, isolated proposi- 
Mr. COLFAX moved to reconsider the vote by | é I Hi Prop 


tion to the House, as a matter of course that 
alone can be considered; and I imagine that there 
is no gentleman here who wishes to discuss the 
subject who would not prefer to have all the prop- 
ositions before him atthe sametime. If the gen- 


| tleman will agree to go into the Committee of the 
| Whole, all these propositions can be presented, 


and the whole matter can be discussed much more 


be more easily disposed of there than by the 
roposes to pursue. 
Mr. TAYLOR. 1 would suggest to the gen- 


_tleman from Iowa, that perhaps it would be better 
| to have the different propositions go before the 


House, and then to proceed with the discussion. 
Mr. CURTIS. I have no objection to that, if 


| it is not required that they shall be read to the 
| : . 
| House; because it would occupy too much time 


to read them. I am willing to dicuss all the prop- 
ositions, and would as soon do it now as at any 
other time. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If they are not to 


| be read, what is the use of having them before 


the House? Whatisthe use of discussing them? 
Mr. COBB. They are printed, and every mem- 
ber can read them for hiniself. 


Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to offer an amend- 


| ment. ' 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentle- 
man from lowa yield to the gentleman from Texas 
to offer an amendment? 7 

Mr. CURTIS. I do, with the understanding 
that it shall not be required to be read. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I offer the amendment 
which I send up, to the first section of the bill. 

The SPEAKER o tempore. The amendment 
will be received. Thre gentleman from Iowa is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. I understand that the gen- 
tleman from Iowa is willing that amendments may 
be offered. I want to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Amendments can 
only be received in accordance with the rules of 
the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. That is what I understand; 
and I now want to state to the gentleman from 
lowa that I have no desire to offer this amendment 
at this time, but I desire either to offer an amend- 
ment to the first section of his bill now, or to have 
an opportunity of doing so at some other time. 
Mr. CURTIS. Does it relate to the corpora- 
tors? 

Mr. BURNETT. It relates to the corporators. 

Mr. CURTIS. I will present my arguments 
against it now, and the gentleman can offer it at 


the proper time. 

Mr. PHELPS, I desire to submit a very smal! 
amendment. 

Mr. BOYCE. Does the gentleman propose to 
call the previous question to-day? 

Mr. CURTIS. Oh, no; certainly not. 

Mr. REAGAN. I want to offer an amend- 
ment asa substitute for the first section of the bill. 

Mr. CURTIS. I cannot yield further. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I rise to a question of 
order. I desire to know whether it is not in order, 
after an amendment has been received, to have it 


| read at the Clerk’s desk? 
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The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair would | 
state, in reply to the gentleman from Texas, that || 
his amendment was received upon the express |, 
understanding that it was not to be read, with the |) 


consent of the gentleman from Lowa, who had the 
floor. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Well, if it is not to be 
read, I do not see any propriety in its being 
offered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
before it is voted on. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to submit an amend- 
ment, to strike out a few words in the first section 
of the bill. Will the gentleman from Iowa yield 
to me for that purpose? 

Mr. CURTIS. I must decline to yield, as I 
have similar solicitations all around me. The 
amendment which the gentleman proposes, I 
know, isto strike out the words, ‘* by the vicinity 
of Great Salt Lake.”’ 

Mr. PHELPS. Then I hope the gentleman 
will himself submit it at my instance. 

Mr. CURTIS. 
of my remarks. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman will sub- 
mit the amendment, so that we may have a vote 
upon striking out that portion of the section. 

Mr. CURTIS. I will not submit it, but I will 

ive the gentleman an opportunity of doing so, if 
it lies in my power. 

1 was saying, that on the subject of a Pacific 
railroad there isa universal concurrence of opinion 
in the United States in favor of such a work. 

Mr. REAGAN. Thisisa very important meas- 
ure. I ask the gentleman to allow me to propound 
a question to him? 

ir. CURTIS. I cannot yield, and I hope the 
gentleman will excuse me. 

Mr. REAGAN. I ask if the gentleman intends 
to put this bill through the House without any 
amendment? 

Mr. CURTIS. I certainly have said, over and 
over again, that, so faras I amconcerned, no such 
idea prevails anywhere. 1 have been working for 
three years in Congress fora Pacific railroad, and 
I have been doing so in good faith. Indeed, I 
have advocated the measure, not only in Congress 
but out of Congress; and {or many years tried to 
impress it on the public mind, that itis one of the 
most important measures that hasever been before 
the people of this country; and I am determined, 
so far as if lies in my power, to present it in such 
a form as to bring it to a final consummation. I 
know that no trickery or fraud on the part of any 
man will secure success to such a measure, and I 
hope that gentlemen on both sides of the House 
willunderstand, thatin the progress of this debate, 
and in the presentation of this subject, I desire 
the fullest and fairest consideration of the whole 
question. 

Mr. Speaker, if you inquire of the people of 
this country, in any locality, if they are in favor 
of a Pacific railroad, you will receive but one 
response. I presume there is not a member of 
this House who is not in favor of a Pacific rail- 
road. Itseems to me, therefore, that it would be 
altogether idle for me to speak in favor of a Pa- 
cific railroad, because of this universal concur- 
rence of opinion in respect to it. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I regret to say that while 
men concede that a Pacific railroad is necessary, 
they seem to fall short of the idea of the import- 
ance of immediate action upon the question. 
They regard it as one of those measures in the 
future that destiny will bring about, and one in re- 
gard to which they are not called upon to exert 
their own energies upon this or any other occa- 
sion. I amglad, sir, that the voice o thiscountry, 
expressed by State Legislatures, in presidential 
messages, and in the resolutions of party con- 
ventions, is calculated to awaken men’s minds to 
the fact that this is a vital question, and one that 
has to be considered and determined now by us, 
the people of this day and this generation, 

I will say a few words as to the importance of 
the measure. Your committee of sixteen—one of 
the largest committees ever raised in the Congress 
of the United States—were unanimous as to the 
necessity and importance of the work, and a ma- 
jority of ten to six have reported in favor of the 
construction of such a work, upon these grounds: 
first, that it is important asa military power in 
the country; second, that itis necessary asa postal 
accommodation to the country; and third, thatit 


It will be read 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


is desirable as a commercial convenience to the 
States and Territories of the Union. 

The military importance of a Pacific railroad 
is so great that, even for that purpose alone, any 
| wise inan who contemplates the defense of the 
Pacific coast would be willing to commence the 
| construction of the work, as a matter of first im- 
portance, as the only safe and adequate means 
of preserving lines of communication. Any man 
who studies the position of California, Oregon, 
/ and Washington—their isolated condition, their 
entire disconnection frorg the settlements in the 
East, except by long channels of overland com- 
munication—will see at once that, in case of 
war, and even in time of peace, the expenses and 
long delay of transportation to that country are 
such as to force conviction on the mind of the 
| most casual observer that some interior railroad 
connection is a military necessity imperiously 
demanded for the safety and honor of the coun- 
| try. All our great, effective channels of commu- 
| nication to California are not through the United 





I will refer to it in the course || States, but around the United States, through 


| belligerent countries; through countries that are 
often rent by internal wars, and inhabited by 
people either indifferent or hostile to us. Itis 
not, therefore, safe for us to transport our muni- 
tions of war and California treasure, even in times 
| of peace, through many of the channels which we 
now employ. But we are always liable to war; 
and the moment war occurs between us and any 
of the great commercial Powers of the world, the 
very first point that a foreign enemy would be 
disposed to assail would be California and those 
foreign lines of her commerce. The position of 
the Pacific coast; the isolation from our settle- 
ments; the moving treasure on the ocean, and 
the inexhaustible mines of gold and silver, would 
excite the avarice of any Power hostile to this 
country, and insure, or rather invite, the first effi- 
cient blow against that defenseless frontier. They 
would, therefore, seek at once to possess them- 
selves of every effective line of communication 
we have to our Pacific settlements, and to con- 
uer and to occupy that portion of our country. 
Tieoe not the least doubt that our people on that 
coast would struggle to the last extremity against 
such an assault, but they have not the means 


| that war had been declared with a 
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_ Power, all these considerations of military danger 


, andcommercial disaster and postal inconvenience 
| would come home to every member in this Hall 
| and every hamlet in this country, and I would 
| not thus find it necessary to inflict arguments upon 
the House to secure consideration and action on 
this subject. But while we are at peace with al] 
the seul ael there seems to be no great danger 
of immediate war, there is apparently no disposi- 
| tion to make any sort of preparation for militar 
| defenses and other national necessities, which true 
wisdom seems todemand. Itis said by many of 
our friends that the country is not exposed to 
| danger of war. Why, sir, there is no country on 
| the face the earth which is so much exposed, 
There are now being formed in Europe the most 
| formidable combinations which have ever oc. 
curred; and the forward movement of Russia, 
France, and England, although it is not aimed at 
us, is neverthless a movement towards the Pacific, 
and againstour Pacific possessions; and, asa great 
nation, it is time we should consider how our mili- 
tary defenses shall be placed upon such a hasis 
as will enable us to maintain our position and 
| power; and hence it is that I say, ina military 
point of view, and for these commercial and postal 
considerations, it is a matter of imperative neces- 
sity that a Pacific railroad should be built for the 
purpose of enabling us to transportour men, arms, 
and munitions of war; our people, treasure, and 
mails, with safety and certainty, in time of peace 
and in time of war. 

I will not, on this occasion, further urge the 
importance of the establishment of a Pacific rail- 
road, hoping that this House is prepared and de- 
termined to take the responsibility, on this occa- 
sion, of carrying out some measure to initiate the 
great work that must, at the least, require years 
to accomplish. And if any doubt if it be neces- 
sary now, at this day, to have a Pavific railroad, 
certainly before the work will be completed that 
aneeasey’ will become so apparent that no man 
can doubt, Any man who will study the subject, 
will see that it 1s not likely to be accomplished in 
less than ten years; and before another decade 
shall roll over us, if our country progresses as it 
has done for the last ten years, it is hard to tell 





within themselves to resist the terrible engines of || what will be the population or wealth of the States 


modern war; and although they may have the 
men and the courage and the endurance of our 
revolutionary heroes, yet, without the arms, mu- 
nitions, and other materials of war, they have not 
the ability to preserve the integrity of our coun- 
try; and without an interior railroad you cannot 
reach the country in time to afford aid to your 
besieged and devastated frontier. All your lines 
of transportation, in time of war, would be imme- 
diately cut off; the Pacific ocean is at once in the 
power of our foes; and our Pacific States are in 
imminent danger of such disasters to their com- 
mercial and material wealth that it would be their 
interest, and finally their inclination, to form hon- 
orable terms of capitulation and alliance with the 
Powers that thus control their destiny. This is 
not a mere fancy sketch; but, in view of Euro- 
pean combinations and interest, a pending danger. 
A Pacific railroad in our own country would 
enable us to send forward repelling forces; and 
therefore, as a matter of military defense, the best 
way to secure and maintain that country is to 
build such a road in the shortest time possible. 
It, in fact, presents itself to my mind as a matter 
of military necessity to the Government of the 
United States, and on that account alone I would 
expect a united effort to secure it. 

t is a work also of great necessity as a chan- 
nel of commerce. We want to establish some 
channel of communication through our own coun- 
try, to our distant friends in California—one that 
is speedy, healthy, inviting; and not slow, sickly, 
and repulsive, as those are through the Isthmus. 
But I am determined not to enlarge to any ex- 


now growing up on the Pacific coast. 

Supposing, therefore, that Congress is ready to 
take up this subject in fairness, and willing to do 
justice to it by a fullconsideration,the next question 
is, where the route of such aroad should be located. 
Some gentlemen will say that we should furnish 
the means, and leave it to those who are to build 
the road to designate the route, Sir, it is need- 
less to talk about inducing capital to take hold of 
anything that is not defined; that has no location. 
Men are not going to hunt such investments over 
such a vast field, and especially in relation to 
building a railroad of two thousand miles. The 
Congress of the United States must give some 
definite location before parties representing cap- 
ital will take hold of the enterprise. 

Another reason why you must give some loca- 
tion to this matter is, that it is not only a ques- 
tion of vast importance to the whole country that 
there should be a road built, but it is important 
that it should be built in a proper and safe loca- 
tion, where it will subserve the purposes to which 
I have referred, and not be exposed in time of 
war; and it should, as far as possible, be where 
it will be most accessible and convenient for all 
sections of the country. If a communication of 
that sort is to be established, it should be so ar- 
ranged as to do the greatest good to the greatest 
number, It should Rave a geographical position 
on the continent that, as far as practicable, would 
give every section of the country the benefit of 
the communication. For these reasons the com- 
mittee that have been in session on the subject 
have taken this matter especially into considera- 


tent upon this subject. My object is only to bring || tion: first, whether there should be three roads; 


the minds of members to its consideration. 

Then, in relation to the postal arrangements, 
under which we annually pay millions every year 
for mail transportation to the Pacific. e pro- 
pose to west that same in this Pacific railroad, for 
the purpose of securing the means for construct- 
ing a line of communication that will perform the 
service with more safety, expedition, and con- 
venience to the whole people of the country. | 

If I were to state to the House on this occasion, 


second, whether there shall be two roads; an 

finally, whether they would report but one. Af- 
ter fully and fairly considering the subject, they 
decided to report to the House in favor of but 
one road. Having come to that point, the next 
question was to decide on the location of the road; 
and in order best to meet the wants of all portions 
of the country, they decided that it must occupy 
a central position. But for the porroes of rec- 
onciling what seemed to be an objection on the 
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rt of some, that by taking a central route it 
would not accommodate the country North and 
South, it is proposed that the line shall have two 
short branches: one from a slave State, and the 
other from a free State—one from a northern 
State, and the other from a southern State—lowa 
and Missouri; and that these converging lines 


shall come together within two hundred miles of 


the Missouri river, and then proceed. by one com- 
mon trunk to California, 

Now, before I undertake to exhibit the fairness 
of this proposition, I wish to say, in connection 
with these remarks, something in regard to the 
country through which the different proposed 
routes pass. It is not understood by everybody 
in this country that there is a great difference in 
the topographical and geographical geological 
character of the two great divisions separated by 
the one hundredth meridian of longitude. You 
are all familiar with the eastern portion of the 
United States, but you are not all familiar with 
the geography of the West. We of the West 
know your geography and your peculiarities a 

reat deal better than you know ours; and there- 

ore you will not consider me impertinent when 
] undertake to say something of the character and 
eography of the country west of the one hun- 
Sie th degree of longitude. 

(Mr. Curtis here proceeded to point out, from 
a large map suspended before the House, the char- 
acteristics of the country through which the vari- 
ous proposed routes pass. ] 

From the southern extremity to the northern 
extremity of the Republic, there is‘at that degree 
of longitude a marked and distinctive difference 
in the character of country. East of the line, the 


_ land is arable. East of the line, water and timber 


are generally abundant. The country east of the 
line is destined to be filled with a dense population 
engaged in agricultural and all other pursuits. 

est of that line, there is in these respects a strik- 
ing contrast. From two to four hundred miles, 
you have a country sandy and sometimes called 
a desert; but it hardly deserves that name, for it 
is generally thinly covered with grass that affords 
considerable pasture for buffalo, elk, and antelope, 
that range over this vast undulating plain; but 
the whole of the country west of the po is ex- 
tremely arid. There is comparatively very little 
rain throughout the whole region. It is so in re- 
gard to the plains which exist, until you come to 
the Rocky ea om and extraordinary aridity 
is the peculiar character of the country through- 


out the mountains and valleys beyond. Westof 


the one hundredth degree of longitude, lands are 
generally poor in soil, and not cultivable. The 
ive that are good plow lands have to be irri- 
gated. The mountains are grazing lands, or ut- 
terly barren. Passing west from the one hundredth 
degree of longitude, as shown on this map, you 
ass the Sandy Plain, the Black Hill, the A 
ountain ranges, the Colorado valley, the Wash- 
ita range, and the Salt Lake valley. 

Here, again, you have a vast broken plain, and 
avery dry country. It is good for grazing, and 
cultivated in the valleys by irrigation, but not at 
all similar or comparable to the eastern part of the 
United States, in regard to its agricultural prop- 
erties for supporting a dense population. hen 
you come to the Nevada mountains, you are still 
ina country the eastern slopes of which are dry, 
and which you cannot cultivate without irriga- 
tion; a larger portion of it, indeed, cannot be cul- 
tivated at all. On the western slope of the Ne- 
vada mountains, as shown on the map, the coun- 
try has neared the Pacific ocean, and has more of 
the appearance of the eastern portion of the Uni- 
ted States. Even there you have a large portion 
of the veg that is never going to be densely 
populated. The western half, therefore, of the 
continent will always be a country that will be 
occupied by a sparse population,except at points 
where minerals abound, and in various valleys 
where irrigation can be effected. As a general 
thing, the country cannot be cultivated by the 

low, although it is a country which, in its broad 
eagues, now affords a large amount of grass; and 
vast herds of buffalo roam over the eastern por- 
ion of it. This portion east of the Rocky Mount- 
ans is so sandy that, if plowed, it would com- 
pletely destroy the scanty vegetation that is there 
now; so in the mountains there is always pasture 
for stock. The little narrow valleys are suscep- 
tible of being plowed and irrigated, and agricul- 

















ture will prosper in the valleys of the plains and 
mountains. 

Such valleys as the Rio Grande, Red river, 
Arkansas, and Platte, are peculiarly fertile in 
some portions of them. Such is the general 
character of the country through which we have 
got to build our road, whether it go from south, 
center, or north. 

Let me bring the minds of members back to 
the importance of a Pacific railroad through this 
vast territory, and the difficulties and facilities 
that exist in the way of its construction. On all 
the great proposed lines you will have to pass 
through this same general character of country; 
and there is no use for any man who favors any 
pa route, to state that his route is particu- 

arly adapted to all the advantages of agriculture 
and settlement; because onall the routes, from the 
frozen regions of the North tothe southern rim of 
the continent, similar difficulties, similar features 
of country, predominate west of the one hun- 
dredth degree of longitude. Your committee, 
in considering what route or routes should be 
adopted, have had reference to the surveys which 
have been made by officers detailed by the United 
States Government to make them. This is the 
best evidence. There is no use for us to bring up 
the opinions of trappers and miners and voyageurs, 
and those who have traveled carelessly through 
the country; because no man can judge of the 
heights and elevations and distances with such 
accuracy as well as those whe go through the 
country with the instruments necessary to make 
proper observations. The report of the commit- 
tee—all the presentation the majority makes, (I 
have —e read with care the report of the minor- 
ity of the committee)—is predicated upon the 
opinions of officers of the United States who have 
beenemployed in these surveys. The map, which 
is exhibited for the examination of the House, has 
been drawn under the supervision of the same 
officers who supervised these large reports. Itis, 
therefore, an epitome of the eleven or twelve large 
volumes of Pacific Railroad Reports which, I may 
presume, no man in this House has taken the 
trouble to read through. Captain Humphreys 
and Lieutenant Warren, of the United States 
Army, had the particular supervision of this map, 
and carefully directed the lines and figures upon 
it. Itis, therefore, good authority to determine 
where a road should be made; as it will, at a 
glance, show the location of the routes found 
practicable. 

If you observe this map, you will perceive that 
these general lines are intended to represent all 
the routes which have been found to be practica- 
ble in the United States, as stated in the marginal 
notes. It willbe seen that there are a great man 
routes upon which a railroad may be constructed. 
But where shall it be constructed? I have stated 
that the committee prefer a central route. Here, 
in the different routes proposed, one has been 
proposed by the gentleman from Texas for a 
southern route, commonly called the Texas route. 
That route is represented upon this map by a 
green line. It runs most of the way tangent 
to the southern extremity of the continent—in- 
deed, during the major part of it, the line of road 
and line of our territory seem to almost coincide. 
It strikes the line at El Paso; and from that to 
San Francisco, it is tangent to the extremity of 
this Republic. Does it not seem preposterous 
to advocate that as the only line for a Pacific 
railroad, a national highway for use in times of 
pence and war? Yet, sir, when a few years ago 

came to Congress and proposed a bill for a Pa- 
cific railroad on the central route, some of the 
newspapers in my district sneered at the idea of 
a Pacific railroad on any other than this southern 
route. ’ 

There isanother route, (the route over the thirty- 
fifth parallel,) which has been so long and sa ably 
and earnestly advocated for ten years by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Puetes.} It will be 
perceived that this route also runs very near to 
the southern extremity of the Republic. It is 
not a central route, as it is within four degrees of 
the south, fourteen degrees from the north line of 
this Territory; it is, therefore, not convenientto all 
parts of the Republic. The next line, about the lat- 
itude of forty-one, is the commonly traveled route, 
the route that the 
go to California. Thatis the route by Utah; That 
route the Mormons have also taken, and one would 





















































ople have taken since 1849 to | 





suppose they knew enough to select the best route. 
It is the route that nine tenths of the population 
have passed over who have gone overland to Cali- 
fornia. This is the general route adopted by the 
committee, leaving some margin in the bill for im- 
provements. The other route urged is the north- 
ern route, which runs through the northern part 
of the United States. It ‘te ably advocated 
by the Delegate from Washington and the mem- 
ber from Oregon. It has been urged as the best 
route, because, as is alleged, it 1s the shortest 
route; and so it is, if you start several hundred 
miles beyond the railroad system and terminate 
several hundred miles away from the center of the 
Pacific population. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish the House to under- 
stand that this question as to the shortest line is a 
geometrical problem, which any man can determ- 
ine, if he desires, by looking carefully at this 
map. Which is the shortest route presented by 
the map and by the surveys? Every one who 
advocates a particular route claims that he has 
the shortest route. Every man who will come 
before this House will tell you that the route he 
advocates is the shortest. I have procured this 
map for the very purpose of showing to gentle- 
men who understand the plainest diagram in ge- 
ometry, that the central route is decidedly the 
shortest. It is two hardred and eighty miles 
shorter than any other route. , 

Now, when I speak of the shortest route of a 
Pacific railroad, | speak of a road which will con- 
nect our railroad system with the center of popu- 
lation in California, or with the navigable waters 
of the Sacramento river, which leads, by safe in- 
ternal navigation, directly to San Francisco. It is 
of no use to speak of a railroad that will connect 
with Santiago, because the people of the Pacific 
are not there, any more than they areat Panama. 
It is no use to gp to Puget Sound, and call that a 
Pacific railroad, because the people of the Pacific 
coast are not there. But here, in the vicinity of 
San Francisco, is the central population of Cal- 
ifornia, and of the Pacific coast. No man will 
controvert it. Now, if you wish to make a Pa- 
cific railroad, you certainly desire to go to the 
center of sennlaian That is the only reasonable 
thing you can do, when you make a Pacific rail- 
road worth calling a national work. It would be 
better, of course, to go to all parts of the country 
if it were practicable, and especially to that of 
my friend | Oregon. But that cannot be done 
at once, and therefore the terminus of that end 
must be at or near San Francisco. When you 
speak of a Pacific railroad, you a of it in ref- 
erence to the vicinity of San Francisco. And 
when you speak of a starting point upon this 
side, where do you speak of starting from? Do 

ou mean to start from a point in the interior of 
Texas, where nobody lives, and where no railroad 
is within five hundred miles, and where there is 
no navigable river? Why, certainly you will say 
immediately, that would not be presenting the 
subject in a fair way. Butif you wish to make 
the southern line the shortest, as many have 
stated, you must go far beyond our connected 
railroad system to finda starting point. And that 
is the way the Texas railroad has been presented 
to Congress from year to year, as the shortest 
line. It is only done by going beyond your rail- 
road system, and beyond the navigable waters 
and streams, and starting from that point to meas- 
ure and compare. In that way only can you get 
a road there, which you can declare to be the 
shortest. 

Another demonstration of the same sort may 
be made by reference to the northern line. If you 
say it isexactly eighteen hundred miles from St. 
Pyul to Puget Sound, or to Seattle, you do not 
thereby solve the question, because you have got 
to go to San Francisco, for there is the center of 
the population. The population of Washington 
Territory, as I have seen by recent returns, is 
only fifty-eight hundred. Now it is not reason- 
able to make a railroad terminating at Puget Sound," 
and call it a Pacific railroad, connecting the At- 
lantic with the Pacific coast, because neither end 
of the line has a fair terminusorconnection. To 
made it such, you have got to add five or six 
hundred miles more. The only fair way to con- 
sider a Pacific railroad, is to. start from the rail- 
road system, as now finished and extended west- 
ward, and to terminate either at San Francisco or 
upon an interior river which connects with San 
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lem of a Pacific railroad. li 


The only way, then, is to start from the railroad | 
system which now covers as with a net-work the 
whole eastern portion of the country, and which 
has gradually worked its way west of the Missis- | 
sippi river, and even now beyond the Missouri, 
and then to seek the easiest cecal of communi- 
cation which will connect with the navigable 
waters of the Pacific. A central road is adapted 
to that idea. We have gone to work and determ- 
ined the most salient point of our railroad net- 
work. In the vicinity of St. Joseph, or in the 
vicinity of Kansas City, railroads now terminate, 
or will soon terminate; and in Lowa we are now | 
thrusting our railroads forward to the longitude | 
of ninety-six degrees west. This net-work of 
railroad has there extended to that number of lon- 
gitude. Lookelsewhere on the map, and you will 
find no road west of ninety-three degrees which 
has castern connections, Starting from that de- 
gree of longitude you have got to extend the line 


to the one hundred and twenty-second degree of |! 


longitude; and the measurement of that distance, | 
as shown by this map, is only eighteen hundred 
miles, deducting the navigable waters of the Sac- 
ramento river. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will say that our railroad system in Texas 
extends west to the Colorado river on about the 
ninety-sixth parallel of west longitude. 


A road is completed from New Orleans to Ber- || 


wick bay, and charters have been granted from | 
that to the city of Houston. And that part of the 
road is now being constructed; and from Houston 
the road is built to near the Colorado river, the 
point | named on the ninety-sixth parallel. 

Mr. CURTIS. Iam glad to sce that the Texas | 
interior roads are extending and filling up that 
State; but there is no such thing as a continuous 
net-work of roads beyond the ninety-fourth de- 
gree of longitude. The gentleman must know 
that I refer to the continuous net-work of roads 
which unite with the Atlantic ocean, and not to |} 
isolated portions which simply connect one point | 
with another within a State. 

Mr. NOELL. I desire to call the attention of 
the gentleman from Lowa to the fact, that through | 
the Iron Mountain and Cairo and Fulton rail- 
roads, now in process of construction, there is a 
continuous line from the city of St. Louis to Ful- | 
ton, connecting with the Texas line on the north- 
eastern part of Texas, which will be constructed 
without expense if that line should be adopted. 

Mr. CURTIS. 1 am familiar with the road 
which the gentleman speaks of; but it is, unfortu- 
nately, far short of reaching the ninety-sixth de- | 
gree of longitude. 

Mr. NOELL. It will connect with the Texas 
road, 

Mr. CURTIS. We have all got roads which | 
are going to Texas and to California when we are 
able to get them there; but I refer to a net-work 
of roads which are actually constructed, and there 
is a great difference between proposed roads and 
roads already made. . 

Now I say that, commencing at the salient point 
of this great net-work, the distance to the navi- 
gable waters of the Sacramento river, which isa | 
substantial connection with California, is only | 
eighteen hundred miles by railroad surveys, and 
that will be the length of road required. That is | 
a very small matter if you recollect that in the | 
United States there are already thirty thousand | 
miles of railroad constructed without the aid of | 
this great national Government; a small matter, | 
when you recollect that the State of Illinois alone 
has made two thousand miles of railroad in about | 
two years; a small matter, when you consider that | 
you area country of thirty-three States, and thirty 
million people, capable of raising any amount of | 
revenue, from one hundred to two hundred million | 
dollars, without sensibly changing your tariff, and | 
without feeling the effect of it. If you take the | 
extreme estimate of cost, it does not exceed 
$200,000,000—an amount which would be repre- 
sented by only two years’ revenue of this country. 
Why will gentlemen hesitate to take hold of the 
matter, and secure the construction of two thou- 
sand miles of road, and thus complete railroad con- 
nections with the Pacific, and open a direct trade 
with Asia? 

But I would not have gentlemen suppose that 








mostly an unsettled, and, in part, barren country. 
The fact that the road runs through such a coun- 


| try, requires that you should adopt a different 


mode of construction from that which would’ be 
adopted in a settled country. 

I will not here enter into the labor of showing 
the comparative lengtn of the other proposed lines; 
for in the report of the committee you will find a 
full statement in reference to that matter. I have 
shown ‘in that report that the central line is two 
hundred and eighty miles shorter than any other 
line. That is one reason why the committee 


| thought it best to adopt this central route; and 


another is, that on this end you can connect both 
with the North and the South, and at the other 


' end with California, Oregon, and with Washing- 


ton Territory, thereby accommodating all sections 


| of the country, or going far enough to make ac- 


cess for other portions comparatively an easy 


| matter, 


Neither can I elaborate the arguments in favor 
of the central route. I wish gentlemen to read 
the report of the committee on that subject; it 
states them more carefully and fully than I can 


| do on this occasion. 


Now, a few words in regard to the manner of 
accomplishing this work. The committee have 
sought to adopt a plan by which the Government 
will do just as much as is necessary, and no more, 
to secure the employment of capitalists to con- 
struct this great fmtional line of improvement. It 
is obvious to any one that no private enterprise 


| will take hold of a work of such magnitude, with- 


|| out some demonstration on the part of the Gov- 


| ernment to lend aid and assistance to the enter- 





prise. Itis universally coneeded, and has been 
so presented by the President of the United States, 
that the Governinent must in some way, directly 
or indirectly, aid in the construction of the Pacific 
railroad. 

How, then, shall the Government do it? That 
question has been fully considered in the commit- 
teb. We have had some twenty or thirty differ- 
ent plans before us. Indeed, one of the greatest 
difficulties we have to contend with is the earnest 
anxiety of every man in the House, and in the 
country, to present plans which they believe to be 
the very best and only plan by which the work 
can be carried out. The greatest obstacle to the 
building of the road is the multiplication of plans 
and propositions. I have been for twenty years 
refuting vague and immature inventions of this 
kind. Your committee has well considered a great 
many different plans, and have come to the conclu- 
sion that a bill proposing to give a certain amount 
of bonds, in reality loaning the credit of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, for thirty years, will 
be sufficient to secure the construction of the Pa- 
cific railroad. 

The bill which the committee has reported is 
predicated on that hypothesis—that on the con- 
struction of every fifty miles of road the Govern- 
ment will give a certain amount of five per cent. 
bonds, payable in thirty years; such bonds to be 


| reimbursed by the company in service to the 


Government. These bonds are to be secured to 
the Government, and are to be, in fact, a first 
mortgage on every mile of the road. The Gov- 
ernment, however, is only to be reimbursed in 
service, that is, mail service, and in the trans- 
portation of military stores and in the transpor- 
tation of your troops; so that a company will 
understand how and when they have got to pay 
their bonds and the interest on them. Let me 
say to the House that, if they will study the sub- 
ject, they will find that the present mg ey 
of the Government for mail service to the Pacific, 
and for military transportation to California and 
in that direction, and its expenses in connection 
with the Indian tribes, these sums are sufficient 
to pay the interest on a considerably larger sum 
than is necessary for the purpose ree. We 
propose that the Government shall give bonds to 
the amount of $60,000,000. The road is estimated 
to cost $120,000,000. I believe that this Govern- 
ment aid of $60,000,000 will induce capitalists to 
come in and supply the other $60,000,000, so that 


_the enterprise may be carried out. For the proof 


of this, and the details of the calculation, I invite 
a careful examination of the report of the com- 
mittee. 


Mr. STOUT. Mr. Speaker, although I served 


I have fallen into the error of underrating the |! on the special committee, assisted in making the 
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report, and signed the majority report, I do not 
design detaining the House by making a specch 
The gentleman from Washington Territory {Mr 
Srevens] is familiar with the character ‘of the 
country through which these routes pass, from 
his observation of it; and whatever it may be ne- 
cessary to say in regard to our local affairs anq 
local interests in Oregon and Washington, so far 
as this particular measure is concerned, I desire 
to leave the matter with him, as he intends speak- 
ing upon the bill. I wish, however, in justifica. 
tion of the course which I have taken in sustain. 
ing the report and indorsing the bill fixing the 
central route, to say that, in the committee, I used 
all my efforts to secure either a northern route— 
the one surveyed, and kaown commonly as the 
Stevens route—or to secure a branch a the 
central route, leading from Great Salt Lake City 
to the navigable waters of Columbia river or Puget 
Sound. I urged, in the committee, with what 
ability I possessed, a measure of that kind; and | 
was willing, if I could succeed in getting the favor- 
able action of the committee on it, to concede to 
the southern portion of the country their south. 
ern route, or the three routes, or the middle and 
northern routes. I found, however, that it was 
impossible to get the majority of the committee 
to agree on any measure that would give us tha 
northern route; and I therefore, as a concession, 
went for the central route; and I became satisfied 
that the only practicable way of getting a railroad 
to the Pacific was to agree on some one route, and 
then devote all our energies and means to the es- 
tablishment of that line. Consequently, while the 
proposed route does notterminate in my own State, 
or in the Territory of Washington, I gave my in- 
dorsement to the report, and shall give the bill my 
port. I do so for the reason, as I stated, that 
I believe that this is the only practicable way of 
getting a road to the Pacific coast. 

I call the attention of the House, however, to 
this fact, that the Territory of Washington and 
the State of Oregon present an extent of sea-coast 
about equal to that of California, and the term- 
inus of the road, as proposed by the committee 
is far south of the centér of the great sea-coast on 
the Pacific, which you propose to protect. But, 
notwithstanding all this, so anxious was I, and 
so anxious are the people whom I represent, that 
a communication with the Pacific should be open 
across the country, that I was willing to allow 
the road to terminate as far south as San Fran- 
cisco, if they only take the road through that sec- 
tion of the country in the vicinity of Great Salt 
Lake City, so that perhaps in future, when our 
interests will more imperatively demand It, we 
can establish a branch road from it to the navi- 
gable waters of the Columbia river. 

I state this in justice to myself and in explana- 
tion of the reasons why I saw fit to support the 
report of the majority of the committee in favor 
of a ceptral route, which does not go to that por- 
tion of the country which I have the honor of 
representing here. I have acted with a sincere 
desire to do something practicable for a Pacific 
railroad, and have conceded, whenever I believed 
it my duty to do so, for the purpose of promoting 
harmony among the friends of the bill. I trust 
that my friends from the South who favor this 
measure will be willing to make the same sacri- 
fices. If they do, we will have a road; but if 
each man wants it to run to his own door, we 
will fail entirely. 

So far as our local interests are concerned, 80 
far as our resources are concerned, I am willing, 
as I said before, to leave all that to my friend from 
Washington Territory, who is familiar with the 
subject, and who will be prepared, when the oc- 
casion presents itself, to lay these matters before 
the House. 

Mr. CURTIS. That is in the true spirit of 
conciliation. If we ever get a railroad to the Pa- 
cific, it must be by some concessions. I know 
that the great net-work of railroads will ultimately 
extend there; but when you come to the one hun- 
dredth degree of longitude, you come to a coun- 
try that will not support a dense lation; and 
private enterprise must, therefore, have aid from 
Government. Without a compromise of local 
interests, we cannot, for a great number of years, 
secure the measure which is essentially necessary 
to the whole country, and especially to the Pa- 
cific coast. 

I was going on to say that we propose to place 
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the eastern termini at two points—one opposite on thé extreme northern and southern lines, there | Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I su pose the Gov- 
jowa and one opposite Missouri—not defining the || are comparatively very small settlements at the | 


jocation. The corporation may go to the southern 
exuwemity of Missouri, or to the northern ex- 
tremity of Lowa, to start these branches. We 
give, therefore, all the opportunity that can pos- 
sibly be given to these two States. 

Mr. NOELL, I desire to ask the gentleman 
how he is going to start at the extreme southern 
yortion of Missouri, and connect with a line run- 
ning from the boundary of lowa within two hun- 
dred miles of the Missouri river? 

Mr. CURTIS. Why, by making the angles 
of the two lines very obtuse. That is the way 
you obtain two hundred miles within that dis- 
tance. 

Mr. NOELL. But the bill says, running west- 
ward. You cannot do it. 

Mr. CURTIS. Yes, westwardly. A reference 
to the map shows that it is perfectly plain. [Mr. 
Curtis here again referred to the map, and pointed 
out the positions of the proposed lines.] It gives 
to the States of Missouri and _ lowa a perfectly 
equal and fair opportunity, as J claim, of having 
the main trunk, as it is called. The only advant- 
age they have in the northern direction is, that 
the surveys show that the Platte valley isa more 
convenient and easy plane of ascent towards the 
Rocky Mountains; but even that is equally acces- 
sible to lowaandSt. Louis. If you take the Kaw 
valley, that runs up into the gold mines, and there 
you have an argument in favor of that route; and 
this bill gue them the opportunity of starting and 
taking that as the main trunk, just as fully as it 
does the Platte valley. ‘The starting points, there- 
fore, have been so adjusted in this bill as not to 
define exactly where the line shall start. If it were 
otherwise, it would at once defeat the bill, be- 
cause some individuals on the frontier would not 
be sure that they had got the Pacific railroad. 
Under the bill, as we have reported it, every man, 
woman, and child, on the western frontier, from 
the southern extremity of Missouri to the north- 
ern extremity of lowa, can claim, and most of 
the towns do claim, that they are exactly on the 
line of the road proposed in this bill, and there 
is no cheating about it. ‘They all are so situated 
they can and will unite with it, and each become, 
in some respect, part of the main line. Capital 
must determine, within those limits, where the 
two proposed branches shall start, and where 
they shall converge together. Butafter these two 
branches spread over the frontier, how easy it will 
be for other branches to unite. 

Now, as to the words *‘ by the vicinity of Great 
Salt Lake,”’ they have been inserted in the bill as 
gentlemen perceive; and | suppose myself that 
the argument in favor of going there is sufficient, 
without naming the facts. The travel over the 
overland route all goes that way. The settle- 
ments in the Rocky Mountains are on and near 
that route. There are the Denver gold mines, and 
one thousand persons a day are now crossing the 
Missouri on their way to this new Eldorado. 
There is Denver City at that point, called Aurora 
onthe map. That is about the center of popula- 
tion in the new gold diggings. Thisdistrict, where 
the gold mines are, is becoming one of the most 
important of the elements that are to develop the 
entire country; and whoever builds the Pacific 
railroad will go as near that point as he possibly 
can. Then there are the Mormon settlements at 
Salt Lake; and any person intending to build a 
Pacific railroad will.desire to goas near those 
settlements as possible. The Washoe mines are 
on the same parallel. Therefore the force of em- 
igration and population being on that line, it mat- 
ters not, in my judgment, whether the words ‘‘in 
the vicinity o Salt Lake”’ are in the bill or not; 
for | suppose itisas sure as fate that the road will 
run in the vicinity of the Salt Lake if a central 
Pacific railroad be constructed. 

There are, however, amendments to this bill 
which, in my judgment, must be voted down, or 
the bill will be ultimately defeated. The first 
amendment which 1 shall mention is a proposi- 
tion to make three railroads. I consider that 
more than the Government ought to undertake; 
because, if one line should be successful, it will 
demonstrate the propriety of making others. They 
will be carried out, perhaps, by private enter- 
prise, and the Government will be sure to do jus- 
ce to the different sections of the country. It is 
unnecessary to make tiftee roads now, because, 
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present time, while on this central route you have 
the settlements at the Rocky Mountain mines, 


the Mormons in Utah, the settlement at the | 


Washoe mines, and finally you enter the Sacra- 


mento valley, the heart of California; and there- | 
fore there is a present necessity fora railroad on | 
But as to present necessity, | 


that central route. 
it is improper for us to contemplate three great 
railroads to the Pacific, because it would require 
an expenditure of three or four hundred million 
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dollars, and that is more than the Government | 


of the United States should be required to dis- | 


burse. Three or four hundred million is the low- 
est calculation that any sensible man would make. 


to build railroads there if you will give them 
$6,000 a mile, and others perhaps $10,000 a mile; 
but those who have had most experience in the 
construction of railroads, both West and East, 
know very well that such propositions are pre- 
posterous. If they have studied this country, 
they must know that they cannot induce capital 
to take hold of a matter of this kind on any such 
terms. They either do not themselves understand 
what they contemplate, or they propose to fasten 
upon the Government a contract, and afterwards 
come to you and demand that they shall have 


further advances, or they will stand in the pan of | 


areasonable investment. 1 want no such policy 
adopted. I want the Government to understand 


at the start how much they have got to donate, if || 


choose to call it so, or how many bonds they 
1ave to loan to the company. I want them to 
start right, and not begin wih a fallacious idea of 
building a road by the advancement of six or ten 
thousand dollars a mile. 

Another proposition will be to make two roads, 
I was willing myself, for the sake of compromise, 
to agree to that, and went at first in favor of ad- 
justing some plan of two roads; but I soon found 
that a large majority of this House regarded it as 
impracticable, and for this reason: you can dem- 
onstrate that one railroad will pay a fair divi- 


dend on $60,000,000; but when you come to double | 


the road, youcannot demonstrate that you can get 
a fair dividend on the sum requisite to induce pri- 
vate capital to buildtwo lines which will cost twice 
asmuch, One road may be a profitable business, 
while two may not pay forthe running. You per- 
ceive, therefore, that as you multiply the roads, 
you must add more money per mile. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
from Iowa be good enough to say what amount 


this road ? 

Mr. CURTIS. Sixty million dollars. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, What amount in 
addition to that furnished by the Government? 

Mr. CURTIS. Sixty million dollars, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is there any pro- 
vision in the bill making provisions for it? 

Mr. CURTIS. Certainly. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Isit supposed that 
the road will be built for $60,000,000? 

Mr. CURTIS. It is supposed it will cost 
$120,000,000, of which private capital is to be 
furnished to the amount of $60,000,000, and Gov- 
ernment bonds to the amount of $60,000,000. I 
want it understood that there is no proposition 
to make any absolute donation by the Govern- 
ment; but on the contrary, it is expected that the 
Government will be reimbursed by service which 
now costs eight or ten million dollars. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The point of my 
inquiry is this: whether it is contemplated that 
these bonds will build the entire road, the benefit 
of which is to be derived by the individuals oper- 
ating? 

r. CURTIS. Notatall. I have explained 
that very carefully; and I say again, that it is not 
expected that this road will fall into the hands of 
the Government, or that the Government will make 
the road and then give it as a gratuity to individ- 
uals. It only provides that the Government shall 
invite capital, by saying that they will invest a 
certain amount in the form of first mortgage bonds 
on the road, which are to be payable in thirty 
years, with five per cent. interest, to be paid by 
the Government; but the Government tw be reim- 
bursed finally for every dollar in the shape of ser- 
vice for which we are now paying. 








| out of order. 
of private interest he expects to have invested in | 





ernment, then, is not to advance the bends until 
manor to an equal amount is advanced by indi- 
viduals? 

Mr. CURTIS. No bonds are to be advanced 
until fifty miles of the road shall have been com- 
pleted. The private capital is required to be 
used, to a certain extent, before the Government 
of the United States is required to advance bonds 


|| to the amount of a dollar. Asto the lands the bill 


speaks of, they are so small in quantity that ldo 
not think it necessary to exhaustany ume in con- 
sidering that subject. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman 
will observe that, if these private individuals are 


|, to build the road outof their own resources, there 
I know that there will probably be propositions || 
sent into this Hall, showing that men are willing | 


is no necessity for the Government advancing 
anything. 


Mr. CURTIS. There is a necessity, because 


| 1 take it for granted that a company would go 


on and build thirty miles of road with the expect- 
ation that the Government will fltimately share 
the expense, when they would not do it without 
any such expectation. Every man connected 
with railroad construction in this country who 
understands the way in which railroads have been 
built, knows very well the necessity of some kind 
of advancement, or permanent subscription, in 
order to obtain the capital needed. 

Mr. SINGLETON. If the gentleman will 
allow me to.ask him a question, I desire to know 
how many million acres of land are to be donated 
by this bill? 

Mr. CURTIS. Ithas been the custom, in aid- 
ing railroads in the western country, to give the 
land in alternate sections within six miles orfeach 
side of the road. ‘This bill only donates alter- 
nate sections within one mile. 

{Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 have not obtained the floor 


| for the purpose of debating this bill to-day. I do 
P {i y 


not feel well enough. 1 desire, however, to sub- 
mit an amendment before this bill shall close; and 
in order to be sure of an opporrunity, | move now 
to strike out, in the first section, the words “ in 
the vicinity of Great Salt Lake.’’ I believe that 
is the Janguage in the first section of the bill. 
Mr. DAVIS, of indiana. I rise to a point of 
order. It is this: that all the amendments now 
being proposed to this bill are out of order. There 
are three or four reports from the select commit- 
tee. The first proposition is the bill reported by 


| the majority of the committee. That is subject 
/to amendment; but can be amended only 


to the 
second degree. Hence, all these propositions are 
In this connection I desire to say, 
because I think the point of order is perfectly 
clear, that it is impossible to consider a bill of this 
magnitude in the House properly, as it should be 
considered, involving, as it does, two or three 
hundred million dollars, It might go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
where it can be taken up, read section by section, 


| and every gentleman can getin his proposition, 


and have his vote upon it. That is where it ought 
to go; and it is where it must go, before I will give 
a vote for it. IL desire also to say that l am in 
favor of a Pacific railroad; and that I intend to 
vote for some bill which can be taken up, di- 
gested, and perfected. For the purpose of accom- 
plishing that object, | move that this bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. PHELPS. The question of order which 
the gentleman from Indiana first raised must be 
decided before a vote can be taken upon going into 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I was aware of that; 
but it is so seldom I can get the floor at all, that 
I thought it would be better to get it in now. 

Mr. PHELPS. I do not object to the motion 
being entered. WhatI wish is, that the question 
of order shall be decided as to whether the amend- 
ment I have proposed has been received before 
the motion to commit is put. I desire to cali the 
attention of the House to the condition of the bill 
as I understand it. No amendment has been 
offered to the bill as reported by the,committee, 
except the one offered by the gentleman from 
Texas, (Mr. Hamitton,} which he indicated his 

urpose to withdraw, and the amendment which 
om been submitted by myself. There were no 
amendment comi 
Minority reports 


from the committee as such. 
ve been made in the nature 


4 
‘a 


ee 


pao ea Fe 








2804 


of arguments against the bill as decided on by || 
the committee; but no proposition has been sub- 
mitted as an amendment to this bill coming from 
the minority of the committee. The amendments || 
proposed by the gentleman from Texas and my- 
self are therefore in order, and are, at this time, 
the only amendments pending to the bill. 1] 
Mr. REAGAN. On the question of order, I || 
desire to say that there has been an amendment 
offered to the original bill as a substitute; and then 
there is an amendment offered to the first section. 
I have no disposition to press upon the House 
my amendment at this time, if the bill is to go to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over- 
rules the question of order raised by the gentle-— 
man from ee {Mr. Davis,} for this reason: 
a substitute was proposed by the gentleman from | 
‘Texas, which was received as an amendment. The | 
gentleman from Missouri also offered an amend- 
ment, which was received; and the Chair under- 
stands these two to be the only amendments pend- 


ing. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I desire to say, in 
this connection, that several gentlemen around me , 
have amendments which they desire to offer. I 
desire to offer an amendment myself; and hence 
it is for the purpose of having the bill fairly and | 


fully considered I make the motion that the bill 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, and continued as a special | 
order. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Hicker, Chief Clerk, in reference to the cor- | 
rection of a clerical error. 

Mr. SHERMAN, | hope, by unanimous con- | 
sent, we will dispose of the message of the Sen- 
ate at this time. The committee of conference || 
on the part of the House recommended that the || 
request of the Senate be acceded to. 

“here was no objection. 
The Clerk read the message, as follows: 


In THe Senate or THe Unrrep Strares, | 
1] 
| 
i 


| 
j 
| 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. | 











May 24, 1860. 

Mr. Pearce, from the committee of conference on the 
disagrecing votes of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 
4) making appropriations for the consular and diplomatic 
expenses ef the Government, for the year ending June 30, | 
13861, submitted a special report, that a clerical omission | 
had been discovered in the eleventh amendment of the Sen- | 
ate to the said bill, namely, of the words “ Commissioner 
to China and the” before word “ consuls,’ and recom- 
mended that, with the consent of the House of Represent- 
atives, the Senate direct the insertion of the said words in 
the eleventh amendment, as stated; whereupon the Sen- 
ate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the said | 
report and recommendation, and unanimously agreed | 


thereto. | 
ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 


Attest; 
G. W. Hicxsry, Chief Clerk. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the request of 
the Senate be acceded to. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD BILL-——AGAIN. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move that the bill 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || 
state of the Union, and that it be made the special || 
order for next Tuesday; and on those two motions | 
I call for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. [t is not in order 
to couple the motion to commit with a motion to 
make the bill a special order. 

Mr. CURTIS. I believe that if we go into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on this bill, it will sink it for this session, if not | 
for this Congress. We will lose sight of it. We | 
will, I think, never be able again to get sight of it. | 
1 do not believe that the honorable gentleman from | 
Indiana wants to defeat the bill by making the mo- | 


tion to commit; but I am, nevertheless, satisfied 
— the result of that motion will be to defeat the | 
bili vera sais 
The SPEAK®R “tempore. Does the gen- | 
theman fron lindiane:intotucon ‘ile ‘eal! for the pre: 
vious question on 'the motion te bommit? >! | 
IMr. DAVISOoMtidiana, DPdoyieemban | 
«Mt STEVENS) of Washington, ©? that) 
the motion te send this bit to the Conmm f 
the Wihotelon the: stateof the Unielt will prevail. | 
want vo have aw opportenity to submit weub- 
stituterfer the Awholé iin yo boliiordue ceed en: 
Mee WASHBURN Stake: ‘Phope thet the 
friend: ofthe bilowilbwor tet 
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| to be laid aside. 


| 1 
the Union. 


| rules itis in order to take a vote on an amend- 


| no reason under heaven for sending the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| and it is as much a special order if committed as 











ttee’ of) to be unnecessarily prolonged. 
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the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. If it be so referred, it will not be reached, || 
as we all know, during this session. It will go || 
down low upon the Calendar, and to take it up, 1 
more than one hundred bills will have severally || 

I hope the House understands | 
what will be the effect of the motion to refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


Mr. STANTON. Ifit be made a special order 
it will come u 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. There is no 
motion pending to make it a special order; that 
motion, sir, has been ruled out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. I understand that the bill is 
now a special order in the House. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Under the new 





ment, and then to move on to the next until they 
are all acted upon. Amendments can be made 
and ethierd: and voted upon, as well in the 
House as they can be in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. There is, then, 


Union, unless it is the design to kill it. 
Mr. STANTON. Itis made the special order; 


itis now. Iam a friend of the bill, and 1 want to 
see it pass; but I want all opportunity afforded 
for amendments. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The gentle- 
man must know that there is as much opportu- | 
nity afforded for amendment in the House as there | 
would be in the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union. | 


| 
| 
| 





Mr. MILLSON. If the previous question be 
sustained on the motion to commit, and that mo- 
tion be voted down, will not the House be then 
forced to vote on the bill and pending amendments 
without debate ? 

a SPEAKER pro tempore. That will be the 
effect. . 

Mr. PHELPS. That is my opinion, and I 
hope the gentleman from Indiana will withdraw 
his demand for the previous question. I have no 
doubt that the call for the previous question, if 
sustained, would extend to the engrossment of the 
bill; and I do not believe that the gentleman from 
Indiana has that object in view. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have not seen the new 
rules in print to read them carefully, but my im- 
pression is that one of them confines the call for 
the previous question to the motion to commit. 

Mr. PHELPS. Itapplies only to the motion 
to postpone. 

ir. WASHBURN, of Maine. There is a pro- 
vision in the new rules by which the House may 
have the previous question, or what is equivalent 
to it, on any amendment. Therefore, nothing is 
gained, whereas much is lost, by sending this bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. If we send the bill to the committee, the 
effect must inevitably be to kill it. 

Mr. STANTON. If the bill remains in the 
House, the gentleman from Iowa has the power 
to move the previous question at any moment, 
and in that way he can cut off all amendment and 
all discussion. If the bill remains in the House, 
we must vote for the bill that the gentleman wants, 
or get none at all. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The question 
is in the hands of a majority of the House, and 
not in those of one man. If the House does not 
want to pass the bill up, when the previous ques- 
tion is called, it will vote down the call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I withdraw the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

Mr. CURTIS. I wish to say that I have no 

purpose to move the previous question until after 
full and ample opportunity for amendment and 
debate. 
Mr. SINGLETON. We do not want you to 
have the power to call the previous question un- 
til after we have amended and discussed the bill 
as faras we desire. 

Mr: CURTIS. Of course I donot wantthe debate 
It would be un- 
ee ‘protract the consideration of the question. 
Whien the ‘bill and eae, ' 
discussed, # shall feel bound to call forthe previ 
pus-questiony bit, sir; TP want it understood that 


T will not unfaity prevent amendmenv of legiti~ 
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mate and just debate. It is not my purpose tocut 
off either debate or amendments. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. My constituency 
reside upon the western borders, and they have a 
deep and abiding interest in the question of con- 
structing a Pacific railroad. I, as their Repre. 
sentative, desire that the bill shall be discusse 
amended, and perfected. I do not concur in any 
of the propositions reported. I havea proposition 
of my own, and unless I have an opportunity to 
present it and have it acted upon; unless, sir, [ 

ave an opportunity to enforce the views and in- 
terests of my constituents upon this House, I can. 
resented, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. There can be 
no difficulty in going on with the consideration of 
this billin the ses. When there has been suf. 
ficient debate on any amendment, a call for the 
comes may be seconded by a majority of the 

fouse, and the House brought toa direct vote on 
it. Then another amendment can be offered, and 
we may go on until we perfect the bill. The 
question will always be under the control of a 
majority of the House. 

Mr. SINGLETON. The objection that we 


| have is, that the bill in the House will be under 


the contro] of the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. 
Curtis,] who will judge when it is proper, and 
when not, to call for the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. It will still be 
with the majority to determine whether the call 
for the previous question shall be sustained or 
not. Nothing can be done without the consent 
of the majority of the House. Any number of 
amendments to any section can be offered and 
voted on, if the majority will consent. It is en- 
tirely within the control of the majority, and not 
of the special committee or of the gentleman from 


! 
lowa. 


Mr. SINGLETON. The very reason why | 
am ow to the propositionis, that I want to 
et clear of the power to call the previous ques- 
tion upon amendments. 
put upon us. 


Mr. STANTON. 


Ido not want the gag 


I cannot comprehend the 


| objection to going into committee if it is not in- 


tended to call the previous question, because you 
can close debate in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union at any time by rising, 
and going into the House for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair wiil have rule 50 
read. 

The rule was read, as follows: 


*©50. The previous question shall bein this form: ‘ Shall 
the main question be now put?’ It shall only be admitted 
when demanded by a majority of the members present; and 
its effects shall be to put an end to all debate, and to bring 
the House to a direct vote upon a motion to commitif such 
motion shall have been made; and if this motion does not 
prevail, then upon amendments reported by a committee, 
if any, then upon pending amendments, and then upon the 
main question. But its only effect, if a motion to postpone 
is pending, shall be to bring the House to a vote upon such 
motion. Whenever the House shall refuse to order the 
main question, the consideration of the subject shall be re- 
sumed as though no motion for the previous question had 
been made. ‘The House may also, at any time, on mo- 
tion seconded by a majority of the members present, close 
all debate upon a pending amendment, or an amendment 
thereto, and cause the question to be put thereon ; and this 
shall not preclude any further amendment or debate upen 
the bill. A call of the House shall not be in order after 
the previous question is seconded, unless it shall appear, 
upon an actual count by the Speaker, that no quorum is 
present.”’ 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The rule which 
has been read shows that it is competent fora 
majority of the House at anytime,on motion sec- 
onded by that majority, to close all debate ona 
pending amendment, and have the question taken 
thereon, so that we can proceed in the House just 
as well as we can in committee. In answer to 
the inquiry of the gentleman from Ohio as to what 
is to be gained by not going into committee, if the 
friends of the bill are willing that it should be 


| amended, I will says that if the bill goes into the 


Committee of the Whole it is not a special order 
there. It has been made a special order in the 
House to-day, though I do not know whether 
or not it has been made the special-order from 
day to day until disposed of. Gentlemen around 
me say that it has not, and consequently if this 
bill is referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and is postponed unt 
another day, it will not be a special order in com- 
mittée Gh‘such day, and when you go into com- 
mittee tie are Appropriation bills which have 
presedenee > Mut) if not ‘ot theese be pressing, 
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still, before you can reach this bill you must lay |) 
aside all bills on the Calendar before it, a hundred | 
of them or more, I dare say. | 

Mr. STANTON, I will say to the gentleman 
that if we take up the special order in the House, || 
] submit that it is competent for the House to | 
move to go into committee upon the-special order. | 
And that is the proposition which the gentleman || 
from Indiana (Mr. Davis} makes. There is no || 
difficulty in considering it in committee. | 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If the gentle- || 
man from Ohio is right, the practice of the House || 
has always been wrong. Gecial orders in the | 
House and special orders in committee are two 
different things. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Let me say one word in || 
reference to this matter. The rules of the House 
provide that when the House goes into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
the bills shall be taken up in their order. There || 
is no such thingasaspecial order in the committee. 

Mr. STANTON. The rule provides that any | 
bill may be made a special order in the House. | 
This bill has been madeaspecial order, and when | 
it is a special order, cannot you go into Commit- | 
tee of the Whole upon that special order? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The billis a 
special order in the House, and when a bill is 
made a special order in the House it must be con- | 
sidered in the House; and when a special order | 
in the committee it must be considered in the com- | 
mittee. When a bill is considered in the House | 
it is subject to the rules of the House, and when 
in committee, it is subject to the rules of thecom- | 
mittee. Whenever you make a special order in 
the committee, the bill may be taken up out of its 
order, but not otherwise. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Haskin in || 
the chair.) This bill being the special order in | 
the House to-day, it would be a special order in 
the committee to-day, but not after to-day. | 

Mr. STANTON. That is just what I have || 
said. Now, the difference between considering 
the billin the House and in the committee in this: || 
that in the House the chairman of a special com- 1 








mittee, or anybody else, may move the previous | 
question upon the whole bill, thus compelling 
every member to votein support of the whole bill, | 
or to lose the entire bill. beep prefer to vote for | 
the bill as it stands in preference to defeating it || 
altogether; but still, I might prefer to have it |, 
modified and put into a shape that would suit me 
better, and that can only certainly be done in || 
committee. I want to preserve the Liberey of per- || 
fecting it, and of perfecting it as far as possible. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would ask || 
the gentleman how he would be benefited in that ! 
respect, for when we go into the Committee of the || 
Whole on the state of the Union two amendments | 
may be offered, and no other amendment would 
bein order. Then the question must be taken 
first upon the amendment to the amendment; then 
upon the amendment t- ‘he bill; and finally upon |) 
the bill as amen?” ” nd in that way it ma 
be broughtinte t... couse, and carried chebogh 
ufder rules“ Tl askvif, under such circum- 
stances; the gentteman: would® have'gs much lib- | 
efty to'amend ‘as “he ‘would*have in the House, 
ee a be offered, one after ane’ 
other® .omti isd! is .ebard oft to liso bao atl? 
Mr'STAN TON; Precisely thesame thing will 
happen in the Howse, if any gentleman ‘chooses 
to offera substitate, ‘The same ‘advanthge can 
be taken in the House that van! be taken in com 
mittee?’ My. own opinion is; that the House will: 
not resort to any such course, and that gentlemen’ 
will not ge in that species of legislation, ex-: 
cept to accomplish seme i ntyprarpose, 16! 
Mr. REAGAN »'The dullsa6fakin House were! 
designed tu: facilitate-the niceossary ‘legislation of: 
the -cowntry.io Now, thidre/comés’ ip a :bill, the 
most importine that caw come’ before this Con-! 
gress, and yet it(sbems that the gemtloman from | 
Maine ‘ean ‘sée wo ways by which we can gov the: 
privilege of! offering! the: necessary amendt 
for the perfection of the-bill\ cither in the House: 
ordm' the Committee ofthe! Whole. (A's he is a) 
good parti ian, and # gentleman of ex peri~' 
ehee; it is astonishing sieiypbohionte aides 
he can find no ne of | 
such: magnitude, invol Ving? millions | df Acres! Of | 
the public: lands; dn volving. sity toa’ hunidted : 
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lions; and involving the opening up of a thor- | 
oughfare across this continent; I say it is strange 
that one of the best parliamentarians and oldest | 


_ members of the House can find no possible way | 


by which, either in the House or in committee, | 
this bill can be subject to amendment, or at least | 


give members an opportunity to show whether || 


they can amend or improve it. I trust that the | 
motion of the gentleman from Indiana will pre- | 
vail, and that we shall resolve ourselves into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 
upon this bill. We can make it the special order | 
there. It is under the control of the House, and | 


| I will aid in doing it. 


Mr. PHELPS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House that this bill be made the special 
ay to | 
day until disposed of. | 

fr. SHERMAN. Let me say to gentlemen, | 
that if you make this bill a special order in com- | 
mittee, you never can get It out of committee | 
while an amendment is pending, or while any | 
gentleman has an amendment which he proposes 
to offer. Gentlemen know very well thedifficulty | 
we have in getting appropriation bills out of com- | 
There will be more difficulty in reference | 

to this bill; and I think if you get it into commit- | 
tee you will never get it out. 

Mr. PHELPS. I[ will modify my proposition, | 
and make the bill the special order in committee | 
for three days only. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If you make it the special 
order, you cut off the consideration of appropria- 
tion bills, and everything else in committee, until | 
that is disposed of. | 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I would like to ask | 
the gentleman from’ Ohio when we should get | 
rid of this bill in the House under the hour rule, | 
if, according to the statement of gentlemen here, | 
we have the right to offer amendments one after 
another indefinitely ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. What is the amendment 
now? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A substitute 
offered by the gentleman from Texas, and an 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Mis- 
sour. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Well, the simplest way is 
to consider the bill section by section in the 
House, cut off debate upon the amendments, and 
take a vote upon them without discussion. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. I object to making 
this bill a special order in committee, if it is to be 
three days. I will not object to one day. 

Mr. WALTON. Will the making this a 
special order interfere with the consideration of 
private bills to-morrow and Saturday. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It will not. The 

uestion is upon the motion to refer this bill to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
tion make it the special order? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It does not. 

Mr. CURTIS. If the bill is not made the 
— order in committee, this motion kills the 

ill. 
Mr. PHELPS. Itcan be made a special order 
on Monday next. 

«Phe question was taken on the motion; and it 
was notagreed to. . 

-Mr. REAGAN, 1 call for.the question on the 
ambndment:of the gentleman from Missouri. 

‘Mr: PHELPS. '\b desire to: say something on | 
my amendment} but 1.am not prepared to do so, 
as bam: not-welbtoaday.cdie jouer) 

oMr. SMITH, of Virginia. ‘What would be the 
condition of the question if, we were now tovads 


Does that mo- 


ST 


theisame:condition asitis now im.) te loue 6) 
)Mr. SMIPTH, of. Virginia. ‘Would: it be-the 
fivSt business:in order to+motrow ? 60) 
oDhe SPEAKER pro tempore. It would be the: 

unfiuished: business for to-morrow. $eysisisz 
‘To-morrow will be private bill 
day and I hardly ‘suppose. this: bill -would -come 
up! tosmdrrow. «\. eM Of a1o}onts 
The SPEAKER pro tempore: ‘It;would not take 
precedence of private bills, but it would have pri- 
ee public ae robs oi sink 
oMr. SMITH, of Virginia.) Welly as:ne mem- 
ber-scems prepared: saiioned the question now, 
Iamove: that thé House do néw adjourn. 13 
Mrs CURTIS.» Will the gentleman from Vir- 
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ginia withdraw that motion? Iam going to make 
a proposition. 

_ Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I withdraw the mo- 
tion for the purpose of giving the gentleman from 
lowa an oraceaaity to make his proposition. 

Mr. CURTIS. If hope the gentleman from 
Virginia is not going to take a snap judgment on 
this bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That is exactly 
what I am trying to avoid. 

Mr. CURTIS. I want to make a proposition. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That is why I want 
to hear it. 

Mr. CURTIS. I wish to explain the reason 
why I did not wish to let this bill go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. I 
am told by the chairman of the Committee of 
Waysand Means thatif the bill went to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, I 
could not get it out at all; [Voices. ‘* Oh, that is 
not so!’’] and for this reason: that while ever there 
is anamendment pending, you cannot bring a bill 
into the House. I take it for granted the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means un- 
derstands what he says, and understands the rules 
better than I do; and I believe he is right in this 
matter, 

But I propose this: to’ make the bill a special 
order from day to day; and I pledge my word not 
to call the previous question—[ Voices. ** Nor to 
vote for it?’’]—nor to vote for it until the special 
order is exhausted—say in four or five days. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Three days. 

Mr. GROW. Under the new rules, the pre- 
vious question can be called on any amendment 
pending, and exhausts itse:f on that amendment, 
and then the bill is still open for amendment, 
which amounts to the same thing as if it was in. 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

sae SMITH, of Virginia. I am aware of all 
that. 

Mr. GROW. Then I do not see the objection 
to calling the previous question now on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri, and letting 
the House vote upon it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. But the gentleman 
from Missouri wishes to speak on it, and his 
health will not permit him to do so to-day. 

Mr. GROW. He can withdraw it, and offer 
it again to-morrow. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virguwia. Who wants to 
speak to-day ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gen- 
tleman from Virginia withdraw his motion to 
adjourn? 

r. SMITH, of Virginia. I do, sir. 

Mr. CURTIS. I propose that this bill shall 
be made the special order from day to day for 
three days. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I understand that it is not to 
interfere with the private business to-morrow or 
Saturday. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the gentle- 
man from lowa except from his special order Fri- 
day and Saturday, which are special bill days? 

Mr. CURTIS. I am willing to do that. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Make it the spe- 
cial order for Monday and Tuesday next, and the 
rest of this day. 

Mr. CURTIS. Very well. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. NOELL. I have an amendment to offer, 
if my ‘colleague (Mr. Pueirs] withdraws his. 

Mr: CURTIS,' F wish to say distinetly that I 
will press a vote, say at four o’clock on Tuesday. 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘I desiré to'inquiré of the Ohuur 
whether the proposition’ of the’ pentlemen ' from 
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tion of mails, troops, and public steres from the western 
border of what is called our western States, by railroad, 
namely: starting from two points, one on the western bor- 
der of the State of Missouri, and the other on the western 
border of Lowa, with two converging lines bearing west- 
ward and uniting within two hundred miles of the Missouri 
river, and thence proceeding by a single trunk line, by the 
nearest and best route to the city of dan Francisco, or to 


the navigable waters of the Sacramento, in the State of | 


California, there be, and hereby is, granted to William H, 
Swift, Samuel T. Dana, and John Bertram, of Massachu- 
setts; Moses H. Grinnell, Benjamin Chamberiain, Hamil- 


ton Pish, Jolin A. Dix, Daniel C. Eaton, Azariah Boody, | 


and Joseph Pield, of New York ; Danicl J. Morrel, Joseph 


Harrison, George W. Gass, Joseph H. Scranton, Morton | 


MeMichael, of Pennsylvania; Edward Pennelton, of Vir- 
ginia; Benjamin H. Latrobe, Koss Winans, and ‘Thomas 
Swann, of Maryiand; William Case, 5. 5. L’Hommedieu, 
apd Henry B, Curtis,of Ohio; Thomas A. Morris, Jesse L, 
Williams, and David C. Banham, ot Lndiana; Joslua Cobb, 


of ‘Tennessee; E. O. Grosvener and William J. Welles, ot | ‘that in any incorporation of stockholders or | 


Michigan ; John Wentworth, N. B. Judd, John Moore, and 


Charles G. Hammond, of Ulinois; John How, James H. | 
Lucas, Willian Gilpin, and Willard P. Hall, of Missouri; | 
Charles Mason, Lucius H. Langworthy, Hugh 'T’. Reid, and | 


Hoyt Sherman, of lowa; Samuel J. Hensley, 'T. D. Judah, 
and Levis McLane, of Caliiomia; Herman C. Leonard 


and J. ©. Ainsworth, of Oregon, as trustees for the organi- | 


zation of a company to build the railroad herein provided 
for, every alternate section of land within one mile of such 
railroad line as such persons may adopt, said sections to 
be those designated by odd numbers: Provided, ‘That in 
uny incorporation of the stockholders of said company, to 


carry out the provisions of this act, no person shall be per- | 
mitted to subseribe stock loa greater amount than the cash || 
value of his estate, to be determined by the parties herein | 


named, or by the board of directors as the case may be, by 
oaull or Otherwise, aud Uat the persons herein named be 
authorized, within one month of the passage of this act, to 
determine the amount of private capital stock which will 
be necessary to the completion of this road; and that they 
be authorized to open books of subscription for said stock, 


keep the same open tor the term of three months; and at 


the expiration ot said three months, the stockholders shall | 


meet at such place as may be agreed on, and elect a board 


of directors of not less than twenty-five nor more than forty | 


persons, who shall supersede the persons herein named in 
the control and inanagement of the affairs of said company ; 
the stock to be taken in shares of #100 each, and each share 
to entitie the shareholder to ane vote ; and that po one per- 


son or tirm shall be allowed to take more than $500,000 of 


said stock: .#nd provided further, That five per cent, on 
the amount of stock subscribed shall be paid to the com 
pany, in cash, at the time of taking the sawe; and when 
the L 


veyor as worthless (and tris decision be approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior,) or when the same shall be min- 
eral landa, or if the same shali be occupied at the date of 
passing Ulis act, the deficiency shall be made up by selec 

tions made within six miles of said road from lands of the 
United States to which none of the aforesaid objections 
apply: Previded, That #0 soon us the terms of this act are 
accepted by the parties undertaking to pertorm the services 
lierein provided tor, it shall be the duty of the President of 


the United States, upon the application of said parties, to || 
ove : ppiie P P | three months the stockholders shall meet at such place as .|) 


cause the public lands for six miles on each side of so 
much of such road as the parties may indicate, to be with- 


held trom setdement, sale, and occupation, until the lands | 


shall have been surveyed and the alternate sections se- 
lected, as provided in this act. 


I have adopted in my substitute the names em- 
braced in the original bill, 


framing the bill, except to adopt a new principle 
of action with regard to the persons who shall 
have the future control of the road. I submit the 


amendment in good faith, and I believe that it is | 


founded on principles that will commend them- 
selves to the whole House. Of course it will be 
understood thatif a raiiroad bill is to pass for the 
construction of only one road, I should desire to 


see that road go over what is called the southern | 


route, believing it, as I do, the cheapest road to 
build, the one ihat would pay best after it was 
built, and one which, on account of its not being 
blocked up by snows in winter, would extend 
more accommodation than any other to the whole 
nation, | simply say so much; but I have not 
offered to subsutute the southern route for that 
proposed, My colleague has already offered an 
amendment for that purpose, which will be acted 
on at the proper ime. With that question, this 
amendment of mine has no particular connecuion, 
except that the principles of my amendment 
should be, I think 
for one or more roads, that may be passed by the 
House. 

Leopy the bill of the committee down to the 
word ** Oregon,”’ in the thirtieth line, verbatim. 
ln that and the thirty-first line, | strike out the 


words ‘and to such persons as a majority of |, 
, j 


such grantecs shall admit as their associates, ’’ and 


| partners to carry out the provisions of this act, &c. 


| which I willexplain directly. 


| amendments to it, before I can vote for it. 





_ riod of time specifiec 


nited States have disposed of any such sections, or || 
for any other reason cannot convey title thereto, or when | 
the same shall be condemned by the United States sur- | 


|, the shareholder to one vote; and that no person or firm 
i have not intended || 
to interfere with the objects of the committee in | 


| proposition, for I regard it as a very important 


» applied to any bill or bills | 








portion of the section provide, after describing the | 
route, ‘* that there be, and hereby is, granted to || 
William H. Swift, [and others, naming them,] | 
as trustees for the organization of a company to || 
build the railroad herein provided for,’’ &c., in- || 
stead of making the grant to the persons named || 
and to such persons as they may asseciate with 
them. 

In the thirty-fourth line of the committee’s 
bill, after the word ‘ of,’’I propose to strike out 
the words ‘‘ themselves, or with others as;’’ so 
as to make the proviso read: 


Provided, That in any incorporation of stockholders or 


| 


Instead of saying ‘that in any incorporation 
of themselves with others,’’ &c., | propose to say 


pene &c. That is necessary in order to 
larmonize with the other amendments, and to | 
secure the object which I have in view, and 


Mr. BURCH. I would ask the gentleman if 
he is not in favor of Senator Wieraxw’s bill? 

Mr. REAGAN. I would not vote for that bill 
as itstands. I must have it amended as I pro- 
pose to amend this bill, and have some other 





Mr. BURCH. Does the gentleman propose to 
put this amendment in the Wigfall bill? 

Mr. REAGAN. I would make it in the bill 
introduced into the Senate by the Senator from 
my State, into the billof my colleague, {Mr. Ham- 


| ILTON,] or any other bill that comes up, because 
in the cities of New York, St. Louis, and New Orleans, || 


and in such otber places as they may think proper, and to || secure the success of any such enterprise. 


I believe the restrictions | propose necessary to 


The next point at which I propose to amend 
the bill is to insert, after the words ** parties herein 
named’’ in the thirty-eighth line, these words: 
‘*or by the board of directors, as the case may 
be.’? That is necessary, because my proposition 
contemplates the appeasement a limited pe- 

, of a board of directors for 
the management of this company, instead of leav- 
ing the franchise vested absolutely in the parties 
named in the bill. 

I propose then to insert after the word ‘ other- 
wise,’’ in the thirty-eighth line, the following: 

** And that the persons herein named [that is, the persons 
named in the bill of the committee] be authorized, within 
one month of the passage of this act, to determine the 
amount of private capital stock which will be necessary to 
the completion of this road; and that they are authorized 
to open books of subscription for eaid stock in the cities of | 
New York, St. Louis, and New Orleans, and such other 
places as they may think proper, and to kKeepthe same open 
for aterm of three months; and at the expiration of said 


may be agreed on, and electa board of directors, of not less 
than twenty-five nor more than forty persons, whe shall 
supersede the persons herein named in the control and 
management of the affairs of said company; the stock to | 
be taken in shares of $100 each, and cach share to entitle 


shall be allowed to take more than $500,000 of said stock : 
ind provided further, That five per cent. of the amount of 
stock subscribed shall be paid to the company in cash, at 
the time of taking the stock, 

After that I go on and adopt the remainder of 
the section, as framed by the committee. 

Now, L ask the attention of the House to this 


one. I propose that the persons named in this 
bill shall be granted these rights as trustees for a 
company to be organized under their auspices. 
They are authorized and required, by my amend- 
ment, in one month after this bill passes, to de- | 
termine upon the amount of private capital stock 
which it will be necessary to employ, in addition 
to the Government subsidy, to secure the con- 
struction of thisroad. After they have determined 
the amount of stock, books are to be opened, 
under their direction, and kept open in the cities 
of New York, St. Louis, and New Orleans, and 
in such other places as they may determine, for 
three months. Three months are allowed, so that 
persons desiring to take stock in the work may do 





| so in that time; and my amendment goes upon the 


given to them, and the control and direction of 
the private capital which may be invested for the 


purpose of completing the work. We have no 
means of knowing whether the men the commit- 


| tee have selected are railroad men, or men of char- 


acter and means. I do not know but they may 


_ be men of the strictest probity. 1 presume they 


have been selected because they are; but there 
exists no reason, if this corporation shall prove 
beneficial to themselves, why these franchises 


_ should vest in them exclusively more than in an 


other setofmen. It is not known that they wil] 
invest one dollar of their own capital in this en- 
terprise; and if they invest anything, it is not 
known how much. Others may furnish the en- 
tire private capital for carrying on the work; but 
still the entire control of the enterprise is vested 
in these particular men, without reference to the 
interests of the Government, without reference to 


| the interests of commerce, and without reference 


to the private capital employed in the construc- 
tion of the work. Now, what I propose to do is, 


| not to defeat the plan of the committee, but rather 


to carry it out. y proposition is, to vest these 
franchises not in men who are not stockholders 
of the concern, but in those men who pay their 
own money for the purpose of securing the suc- 
cess of the enterprise. 

Mr. STOUT. If the gentleman from Texas 
will permit me to ask him a question, I desire to 
know whether he has incorporated in his amend- 
menta provision like that in the original bill, that 
the route shall pass at or near Salt Lake City? 

Mr. REAGAN. Ihave made no change in 


| that respect, or rather I have made no change in 


the bill as it is printed, in that respect. I believe 
the provision to which the gentleman refers has 
been adopted by the committee since the bill was 
printed, and I prefer to allow my amendment to 


remain in that shape. 


Mr. STOUT. I wish toask the gentleman from 





, Texas whether he is willing to vote for an pepe 


priation to build two Pacific railroads, one of which 
shall be on his southern route, and the other at 
or near the thirty-fifth parallel of latitude. 

Mr. REAGAN, In moving this amendment 


| I have not taken that question into consideration. 


I have chosen to adopt the words as reported by 
the committee in respect to the route, leaving an 

change which may be proposed in it to amend- 
ments which may be submitted by other gentle- 
men. The great object of this amendment is to 


' adopt what | regard as a sound policy in respect 





to the rights and powers to be vested in the cor- 
porators, and in respect to having the franchises 
of the work placed in the hands of the men who 
furnish the capital. I desire to avoid those spec- 
ulative influences which have destroyed the suc- 
cess of at least one important railroad enterprise 
within my knowledge, by the control being placed 


| in the hands of men who have no money to invest, 


and whose whole object is to make a speculation 
/outof the charter. It is believed that the amend- 
| ment which [ propose gives time enough—one 
month—for the corporators to determine the 
/amount of private stock which will be necessary 
| for the enterprise; and then three months to en- 
_able persons to take stock to a sufficient amount 


the road out of the hands, at that time, of the 


| to organize and control the work. That will take 


|| corporators named in the bill, unless they should 


| become stockholders in the road. 
Then I propose some additional restrictions up- 
| on the persons who are to have —- of this 
| enterprise, which I think important. It 1s pro- 
vided in the original bill, and | paneph Ses pro- 
vision, that no man shall take stock beyond the 
value of hisown property. I have then provided 
| in my amendment, in addition to that, that no per- 
son or company shall take stock to an amount 
exceeding $500,000. As the basis of the organi- 
| zation necessary to be made, | make the usual 
| provision, that one share of $100 shail entutle the 





presumption that by that time a sufficiency of |, 1older to vote in the organization of the company, 


stock will be taken to authorize the stockholders 
to take charge of the work and elect a board of 
directors to supersede the persons in whom the 
franchise is vested by the bill of the committee. 
L will state some of the reasons which have in- 
duced me toadoptthiscourse. The committee’s bill 
invests arbitrarily and absolutely, in the icular 


insert in lieu of them the words ‘ as trustees for || persons whom they have intrusted, the franchises 


the organization of « company to build the rail- | of this great work. The control of the werk, 
so as to make that! public lands, and the Government subsidies, 


road herein provided for; 


| and I have provided, as an additional restriction, 
that five per cent. of the stock subscribed shall be 
_ paid in at the time of taking the same. I have 
' known several important railread enterprises ru- 
| ined by failing to require this evidence of good 
faith on the part of the stockholders. 
Mr. CURTIS. The bill provides that no man 
shall be allowed to subscribe more than the value 


the of his property, which may be ascertained by these 
are 
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